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In her attempt to be fair minded, Susan
Mercer has been too kind to the per-
petrators of ““The Green March in the
Sahara’’ [WIN, 1/22/76].

Fronted by thousands of unarmed
civilians, backed by 18,000 battle-ready
troops, King Hassan, Morocco’s con-
servative, anti-socialist monarch,
sought to aggrandize the Spanish
Sahara. This act of imperialism seems
to have been a unilateral move designed
to thwart self-determination for the
people of the Sahara.

Hassan has been increasingly uneasy
about the Polisario, the Sahara’s
nationalist independence movement.
Fearing that the Polisario would win a
popular referendum suggested by the
UN, Morocco has increased its efforts to
seize the Sahara. This’is why the march
was called by Hassan and known inter-
nationally as ‘‘The March of Con-
quest.’”’ Perhaps it was later dubbed
““The Green March’’ because Hassan
hoped to gain control of Spanish
Sahara’s 1.7 billion tons of phosphates,
the essential ingredient in chemical
fertilizers. i

The march also seems to have been
designed to redirect the consciousness
of Moroccans away from their own
domestic woes. Territorial aggrandize-
ment has been a classic strategy of rul-
ing elites in countries experiencing in-
ternal problems. Morocco has an '
illiteracy rate of 80%, per capita income
of $170, low life expectancy (47 years)
and high infant mortality (149 per 1000).
Unlike its more fortunate neighbors,
Morocco lacks the oil resources to help
increase the quality of life.

Perhaps Mercer, or other WIN
readers, could explore some of these
problems in greater depth. This would
be of more use in understanding the
march than characterizing what hap- .
pened—the rapes, murders, starvation,
robbery, fraud, swindling, enslavement

enthusiasm for a popular cause.”’ Hit-
ler’s moves into Austria and Czechoslo-
vakia before World War Il were also
gluite popular with the German people.
ow we must go back to analyze the
reasons for their popularity.
—-Mllj L BERKOWITZ
Menlo Park, Calif.

I’'m puzzled about why yt;}lllfublished
that long letter from Tip Hillian :
[WIN, 1/15/76], describing the leisure
trips of a male-headed bourgeois
nuclear family and thinking it relates
somehow to tﬁe earlier article on single
parenthood. Both the Hillian letter and
the earlier Thorndike article were i
grossly disappointing to me since |
thought they might deal with sexism,
but neither showed the least awareness
of socialism or feminism. The boring
ramblings of bourgeois men seem very
out of place in a magazine like WIN,
WhichllJ thought was about revolution.

So I was glad to read the article by
Gary Mitchell Wandachild [WIN,
1/22/76] on patriarchy. However, 1
have one serious complaint about it. (I
assume Gary Mitchell Wandachild is a
man, although the article didn’t make
that clear.) When men talk to each
other, they (we) most often are overly
intellectual, and keep trying to show
themselves off as cool and more to-
gether than the next man. My own
struggle is to tty to break out of that
conditioning, be more nurturing and
personal, and less coldly intellectual
and competitive. Gary’s article is
packed full of male ways of expres-
sion—totally “‘cool’’ with not the
slightest hint of vulnerability or per-
sonal feelings. He expresses no desire
to cooperate with other men—just a
long stream of insults at other men for
being stupid and sexist.

If Gary Wandachild were really in-
terested in ‘‘feminizing’’ himself, I wish
he would describe how he, personally,
has struggled in his own life and
whether or not he has learned to stop
competing and claiming to be the
one-and-only male ‘‘authority’’ ona
given subject. I myself have still not
ﬁotten very far with this, in the years 1

ave been trying to overcome my own
sexism. What we as men need to learn
is how to cooperate and be tender, and
to stop being competitive and cruel.

Wendy Schwartz [WIN, 1/15/76]
describes her meeting with a man *‘who
had no politics."”’ She says, ‘‘He spoke
to me about his life, the corporation he
works for, how he got a draft deferment.
I was bored.’’ She proceeds to a dis-
cussion of our failure to ‘‘reach’’ people
like this man and '‘the question of how
to present our politics to the uncom-
mitted.’’ She winds up saying, ‘‘As we
make our way throughout neighbor-
hoods on the Continental Walk, and as
we meet and talk with people all
through out lives, I hope we will have
the humility to speak to their needs
first, to prasent ideas that will enlighten
them instead of aggrandizing us."’
Along the way she raises several in-
teresting questions, but the one that
fascinates me most is: How do you find
out what a person’s needs are, much
less speak to those needs, if you get
bored when he tells you about his life?

Is it that people’s'needs are unrelated to

—RICHARD W. SROGES
New Orleans, La.

their lives?

The statement by the Fifth Estate, con-
cerning responsibility for the death of
Richard Welch [WIN, 1/15/76], is only
partially correct, in my opinion.

I agree that the Fifth Estate, merely
by identifying in its journal, Counter-
spy, Richard Welch as a CIA operative,
is not responsible for his death. The
truth does not kill; only people murder
each other. But the statement that, *‘if
anyone is to blame for Mr. Welch’s
death, it is the CIA that sent him to
Greece to spy and intervene in the af-
fairs of the Greek people and to rendez-
vous with a death symbolic of the hor-
rible essence of the CIA’’ needs quali-
fication. It is true that the CIA, because
of its provocative use of violence, must
share in the responsibility for the killing
of Richard Welch. On the basis of this
reasoning, Welch himself must share in
the responsibility for his death. But
those who did the killing must also
share in the responsibility. To suggest
otherwise is sophistical. The best that
can be said for them is that they chose
an immoral means (murder) to achieve a
noble end (ridding Greece of the CIA).

and attempted conquest—as ‘‘small —JEFF KEITH —JIM MISSEY
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SOME GOOD NEWS, AT LAST!

Here.is WIN’s balance sheet for the year 1975. As of the end of
the year the debt stood at $7,698.15. At the same time the sub-
marine was $10,571.75 short of its goal.
What this means is that the projection that we made early
last year was unduly pessimistic. Instead of $50,000 the sub-
marines goal should have been $47,126.40. As you can see be-
low, its course has been adjusted accordingly. 3 ]
The gap between our expectations and our actual financial
position is the result of a combination of two factors: the
generous response of our readers and severe cutbacks on ex-
penses. It is unlikely that WIN’s kind o ‘_‘reade_r-suppor_ted
journalism’’ can ever become fully self-supporting. But the
good news is that our deficit on December 31 was almost two
thousand dollars less than that of a year earlier.
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an the Gandhian Movement

Meet the Challange

of Fascism in India?

According to all reports from India, Indira Gandhi
and her supporters have succeeded far beyond
anyone’s expectations in setting up a structure of
fascism. This poses the most serious challenge to
Indian Gandhianism since the death of Mahatmaji
Gandhi. How well has the Indian Gandhian move-
ment met the challenge and what is likely to be the
future of the nonviolent movement in India?

To answer these questions it’s important to
understand the underlying causes of the recently
declared ‘’state of Emergency’’ and the responses
of different sectors of Indian society.

1976 will mark the tenth year that Indira Gandhi
has been India’s Prime Minister. During those
years, there has been ongoing political struggle
inside and outside of the ruling Congress Party
which has centered around three political issues:
centralization vs. decentralization,

‘industrialization vs. an agrarian society and

parliamentary democracy vs: revolution. There
are other important secondary considerations like
political opportunism, the effects of caste, the
flexibility of the Indian joint family, and the
ancient traditions of manipulation and political

David Morris regularly covers India for WIN.,
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BY DAVID MORRIS

maneuver, but these three issues are the
dominant themes. _

These themes can al$o be found in the Ameri-
can experience. The debate over the United States
Constitution and the later Federalist/Anti-Feder-
alist quarrels were quarrels over the degree of
centralized power that the new United States
government should possess. One aspect of the
Civil War (or-Second American Revolution) was
the quarrel between industrial capital, mostly |
located in the north and landlord capital; mostly
based in the South. The conflict between the
capitalist development of the United States and
revolutionary alternatives can be traced from
Robert Owen forward.

As the editorial writer for the Hindustan Times
told me in New Delhi last August, Indira Gandhi is
the representative of those groups in Indian
society that support the growing industrialization
of India and therefore also support the greater
centralization of power by the Indian state. These
groups include the large private industrialists like
the Tata and Birla families, the small and medium
entrepreneurs who operate “'modern,”’ ‘
mechanized factories, the managers and planners
of the state-owned industries, trade union leaders
who see the further industrialization of India as

15th century Indian tapestry from t\he Metropolitan Museum gf Art.

increasing the strength of the labot* movement and
the members and leaders of the Communist Party.
of India (pro-Moscow). Along with some groups of
farmers who have developed American agri-
business techniques and the military, these
groups rule the Indian state, dominate its
economy and, through the civil service, are trying
as hard as they can to ‘‘modernize’’ India.

There are powerful groups opposed to this cen-
tralization and emphasis on industrialization:
most landlords, the network of small and large
moneylenders that extend to every village in In-

‘dia, the large and diverse community of
.Gandhians, radical intellectuals committed to

revolutionary forms of socialism (as well as radical
intellectuals who are out of power and therefore
rebellious), professionals used to Western forms
of political activity (especially lawyers and doc-
tors), members of the various Maoist-oriented
revolutionary groups, as well as the Brahmins,
priests and artists committed to maintaining the
traditional forms of Indian society.

There is a third sector which is uncommitted to
either vision of what India should be, partly be-
cause neither side has won their allegiance. These
are the rank-and-file of organized industrial labor,
the millions of workers in unorganized, often

primitive factories that produce solely for the
domestic market, and the vast numbers of rural
landless workers, some of whom are ‘‘free’” and
others of whom work under semi-feudal conditions
for the large rural landlords. This sector is the i
sector that holds the key to India’s future, since its |
support is vital to all, revolttionaries and reac-
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tionaries alike.

There is a fourth sector of small shopkeepers,
lower level professionals like teachers, nurses and
civil servants; small urban landlords and the edu-
cated unemployed, who are capable of creating
urban disturbances but who lack a commanding
position in Indian society.

The conflict between those committed to cen-
tralization and industrialization and those opposed
came to a head when ] .P. Narayan led a portion of
the Gandhian movement into open confrontation
with Indira Gandhi and her supporters. Before the
‘‘JP. Movement,’’ the opposition to Indira Gandhi
and her supporters had been in the hands of
Moraji Desai, one-time Deputy Prime Minister,
and representative of the entrenched landlord and
moneylender groups. However, their “’Grand
Alliance’’ of Hindu nationalist groups and
landlord/moneylender/rich peasant parties were
unable to capture much support, since these
groups were also the oppressors of the third sector
of industrial and agrarian workers. Their version
of “'decentralization’’ was a return to the ““good .
old days’’ when the rural elite of landlords,
moneylenders, rich peasants and priests ruled the
countryside.

] .P. Narayan and the “’left sarvodayas,”” sur-
facing in Bihar in 1974, began working for broad
social and political change. Since the Gandhian
heritage of the struggle for independence gave
them the legitimacy that the revolutionary
Naxalite groups were denied through repression,
they quickly attracted the support of the fourth
group of urban “’small bourgeoisie.”” This group
was suffering from the horrendous inflation,
governmental corruption, and a combination of
recession, drought, floods, and the deteriorating
quality of urban life (Bihar is the blessed state that
suffers droughts and floods constantly, usually at
the same time).

J.P. Narayan is not only a leading Old
Gandhian; he is also a veteran of the Acharya
Bhave movement who has seen the suffering and
misery of the rural landless workers. While he was -
trying to broaden the base of the agitation to in-
clude mass involvement of rural workers, he also
attracted two normally antagonistic groups: the
right-wing rural elite parties like the Jana Sangh
and its paramilitary wing, the RSS, led by Moraji
Desai, and the left-wing Naxalites. For Moraji
Desai and his followers, it was an attempt at yet
another comeback; while for the Naxalites, it was
a chance to broaden their own base and receive -
some protection from the continuing repression
under the DIR and MISA (State of Emergency)
regulations.. : i ‘ .

The battle between the J P Movement and the
Congress Party in Bihar broadened as it spread to
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Gujarat. This state was the scene of violent rioting
and rebellion in 1973, when university students
joined the small bourgeoisie and some industrial
workers to oppose a corrupt state government and
the deteriorating economy. The ‘P Movement'’
swelled with the addition of Jana Sangh, RSS; Old
Congress, Communist Party of India (Marxist)
and Naxalite cadre, plus newly recruited
sarvodaya from many places, including the uni-
versities. It seemed (as the struggle continued
into 1975) that the Indira Gandhi government was
going to be driven to the ropes and then replaced
by some broadly popular decentralist government
dedicated to the principles of Gandhianism.

Yet the weakness of the P Movement also be-
came apparent when it proved unable to respond
to the national railways strike that developed dur-
ing this same time. Part of it was because of the
confusion and turmoil within the ranks of the JP
Movement as cadre of the various political per-
suasions rubbed elbows, but part of it was also
because Indian Gandhianism has never developed
a principled position on industrial workers and its
stand on industrialization has been one of almost
total opposition. £

Without the support of the organized industrial
workers, and with the presence of landlords and
moneylenders scaring off rural workers, the JP
Movement was forced to rely on the volatile but
essentially powerless alliance of idealists, small
bourgeois, opportunistic rural elite politicos and
university students. This alliance was capable of
producing a certain amount of flame but very little
sustained heat.

Meanwhile, those committed to industrializa-
tion and centralization had been at each other’s
throats for years. The battle lines were drawn be-
tween those who sought to develop the Indian
economy along the path of USSR state capitalism
and those who favored integration with the
capitalist world market. The technocrats pledged
to the process of state planning and the Com-
munist Party of India (pro-Moscow) sought re-
straints on the private capitalists, while the
private capitalists complained bitterly that they
weren’t being given the freedom to develop as
high a rate of profit as they could earn.

The sight of a crystallizing Opposition and a
growing awareness that the entire process of in-
dustrialization in India was increasingly
threatened began to force the antagonists to rally
around Indira Gandhi, who was and is firmly com-
mitted to both Russian and Western models of
rapid modernization of the Indian economy and
Indian society, by almost any means necessary.
This closing of the ranks among those who favor
further centralization and industrialization was, of
course, encouraged by Indira Gandhi, who spread
the message that ‘“. . . I’m not in trouble, we’re in
trouble. . .”’

So the stage was set for a resolution of the ten
years of largely nonviolent political debate. The
“‘civil war’” itself verged'on open rebellion in
those May and June days when the Opposition,
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Indian carving of the god Siva, from the Metro-
politan Museum of Art.

now increasingly under the leadership of Moraji
Desai, agitated in the streets of New Delhi for In-
dira Gandhi’s immediate resignation because of
the Allahbad court judgment finding her guiltysof
corrupt election practises. At the very moment
when it seemed that the Opposition-was at its
strongest, it was actually at its weakest: the
internal strains of the decentralist Opposition
were creating such tension that towards the end
J.P. Narayan and Moraji Desai weren’t speaking.
The Gandhian movement to purge and renew In-
dian society had been taken over by the cadre of
the rural elite, themselves the cause of so much /
rural misery. ]

~And now it’s possible to see that at the moment
that Indira Gandhi seemed to be at her weakest,
she was actually cementing together a coalition
that would let her and her supporters rule with
greater strength than before.

Judging by the standards of the supporters of
this experiment in fascism, the Emergency has
been far more successful than anyone would’ve
predicted. The monsoon rains were heavy and
timely, so that the 1975-1976 crop will be one of
the best ever. The jailing of the Opposition and
the purging of the civil service helped create
enough fear so that urban life runs more smoothly
and efficently than before. The good crops, the
worldwide recession and the new order prohibit-
ing strikes have brought inflation down to the
point that the government is claiming ‘‘negative
inflation.’” The cohesiveness of the alliance of in-

dustrializationists depended on the ability of the
new fascist government to win international sup-
port, particularly foreign aid, trade agreements
and a liberal credit/investment agreement with
the United States that would give India the high
technology knowledge that its industry désperate-
ly needs. ,

These have all been forthcoming, despite the
hostile reaction to Indira Gandhi personally by
most of the Western media. The World Bank has
signed agreements for $850 million; agreements
have been signed with the International Monetary
Fund and the International Development‘Agency,
as well as with the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP). These loans are mostly for “‘in-
frastructure development,’” indicating that these
US-dominated agencies believe that India can be
fruitfully integrated into the capitalist world
market. A trade treaty with Iran was signed for
over $1 billion; the Indo-)apanese Joint Trade
Commission successfully negotiated another $1
billion in trade, much of it the ““third party’’ deals
that India is increasingly accepting. (An indus-
trialized nation like Japan sets up a factory in In-
dia to use cheap Indian labor, producing products
for export to other countries; in essence, runaway
shop agreements.) 7

But the icing on the cake came in the first week
of October, when External Affairs Minister Y.B.
Chavan and Henry Kissinger met in Washington
for a two day session of the Indo-US Joint Com-
mission. When the talks had concluded, India and
the United States were more firmly trade partners

. than ever before, with India.opening up formerly

protected key sectors of the Indian economy to
multi-national investment and with the US com-
mitted to giving India some of the sizable credits
and much of the advanced technology that it asked
for. There was also a suggestion that President
Ford might visit India in the spring or summer. It
was considered quite a coup for Indira Gandhi and
her supporters, who had been worried about what
stand the United States would take, since media
hostility was so great. It was also a victory for the
United States Chambers of Commerce and the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce
(FICCI), both backers of further trade alliances
between the US and India. :

The series of diplomatic successes rests on the
international recognition that the Indian govern-
ment is now willing to do whatever it has to in
order to become a part of the capitalist world
market, while retaining its ties with the Soviet
Union. The program of export subsidies has been
put into effect and exports are running at a higher
rate although it’s too early to tell if the rate of ex-
ports can be sustained. Since strikes are banned,
production is up, but production is not so much
the problem as demand, and there has been no
vast redistribution of wealth in India. The govern-
ment is getting more income from the crackdown
on black money speculators, smuggling and in-
come tax raids, but little of this filters down,

The attempts at rural land reform are not pure-
ly rhetoric; India has followed a policy of building

\

its industrial structure at the expense of agricul-
ture, but is now going to try and develop produc-
tive small farmers. This has been made politically
much simpler by the fact of the landlord support of
the Opposition parties. This isn’t necessarily as
radical as it sounds, either, since even the World
Bank encourages far reaching agriculture reforms
and a transformation from ““primitive’” agricul-
ture to ‘‘capitalist’” agriculture. :

If this strategy were completely carried = -
through, India would have a much smaller per-
centage of its population engaged in actual farm-
ing, with most of the farmers small, efficient
producers using the latest Western technology to
achieve high yields, while agribusiness tech-
niques would be used in other areas. This de-
mands a tremendous amount of capital to pay for
fertilizers, special seeds, machinery and skilled
labor. But it would help ““stabilize’” the country-
side-with a new kulak class and might raise food
productivity. There would also be tremendous
dislocation of millions of people, as always when
this sort of modernization is attempted. This is
one place where the centralized power of the state
is absolutely necessary to squash the inevitable
rebellions of the uprooted.

What can be learned from Mahatma Gandhiji’s
political and moral teachings that would be of use
to the hundreds of millions of Indians now op-
pressed not only by the new fascism but by the ¢
semi-feudal, semi-colonial society that blocks
their personal and political liberation? First of all,
Gandhiji placed a great deal of value on political
analysis, as shown in the selection of tactical at-
tacks like the Salt March. Secondly, he constantly
worked to develop a broad ‘‘United Front’’; in the
situation before Independence, a ‘‘national
liberation front’’ of all Indians against the British.
Third, he constantly took his campaign ‘‘to the
masses’’ and insisted on the importance of win-
ning agrarian support at a time when more
Westernized politicos like Nehru were concerned
with upper class urban society. Fourth, Gandhiji
constantly stressed the need for *’Cultural
Revolution’” within the ranks of the liberation
movement, even to the extent of withdrawing
from the struggle until he had personally made
changes in himself that he thought were impor-
tant. And, of course, he was thoroughly com- .
mitted to the creative use of nonviolence to W
achieve social, personal and political change.

The main problem in forming ‘’United Fronts”’
is the question of who you’re willing to unite with
and who you’re unifying against. This calls for
political clarity and analysis, However, the recent
round of Indian Gandhian political activity showed -
a great deal of fuzziness and confusion, as '
demonstrated in the alliance with the landlord/
rural elite/Hindu nationalist groups like the Jana
Sangh, the RSS and Moraji Desai’s wing of the old
Congress Party. This is part of the larger problem
of the “‘right-left’’ tendencies within the move-
ment and their basic antagonism, although all
concerned believe they are the heirs of the
Mahatma.

4
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For too many Indian Gandhians, the fact that
the rural elite is under attack by the industrial
state is sufficient to accept them as allies. This
leads to a whole series of assumptions: that the
cadre of the landlord/rural elite parties are
genuinely concerned with Gandhian ideals and the
social welfare of the oppressed. Arrests of
Gandhian satyagrahas and political cadre of the
right-wing parties are counted together; yet how
many of these are dédicated Gandhians and how
many are representatives of the old feudal orders,
fighting for survival? Similiarly, some Indian
Gandhians were tremendously upset by the arrest
of Moraji Desai and referred to him as
’Morajibhai,’’ '‘Respected Older Brother Moraji
Desai.”’ Yet there are many others who would feel
that Moraji Desai is no friend of the rural worker
and certainly not a progressive in the Western.
sense of the world. ;

Again, some Indian Gandhians feel that the
state of Gujarat is an oasis of libérty because it is
ruled by the Opposition ‘‘United People’s Front.”
But what political groupings are represented in
this United Front? The Jana Sangh, the Desai-led
Old Congress and the KMLP, a landlord/rich
peasant political party headed by the same
Chiminbhai Patel who was the target of the earlier
JP agitation in 1974. d

In short, for many Indian Gandhians, the main
unifying principle of the ‘‘underground opposi-
tion’’ is still opposition to Indira Gandhi as a per-
son and as prime minister. This is a fatalistic,
negative analysis; opposition to Indira Gandhi is
not a political program nor a positive demonstra-
tion of nonviolent social change.

But this focus on the removal of Indira Gandhi
allows an avoidance of more basic issues. The
failure of the Opposition can be blamed on the
news media or on the ‘‘welfare state.’’ Yet neither
of these excuses display any understanding of
what a healthy movement is about. Certainly the
liberation forces of China or Vietnam didn’t need
the newspapers to tell them what was going on.
And while the ‘‘passiveness’’ of the people might
be blamed to a certain extent on welfare statism in
the advanced industrial nations, it’s not had much
of an effect in India, for the simple reason that the
vast majority of the Indian people receive nothing
from the Indian government. Simple arithmetic
will bear this out: the entire non-military budget
of India comes to about $5 billion annually. There
are over 600 million Indians; that means about
$8-%9 per Indian per year, hardly enough to en-
courage any false sense of security.

I do not question the sincerity of those Indian
Gandhians who accept such explanations for the
sudden collapse of the opposition. However,
there seems to be another explanation that makes
more sense in light of the Indian situation. This
would be that the serious and highly principled

‘original JP Movement was genuinely trying to

develop a broad mass base and build ties with
rural workers and others who had become
alienated by the corruption and misrule not only of
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the ruling Congress Party but also the rural elite.
However, at the same time, there was a loose al-
liance of political parties who were being forced
into extinction through the Congress Party’s in-
creasing control of the parliamentary system. This
struggle to control the parliamentary system was
also a struggle to control the Indian state, a con-
flict which the industrialist/centralists were win-
ning because the rural elite parties essentially
were also the oppressors of the rural landless
workers and the outcastes.

The Opposition was a movement without roots;
the J .P.-led Movement of Gandhians and
sarvodayas was developing a base among the
small bourgeoisie of the towns and some rural
landless. Political opportunists like Moraji Desai
then made the overtures towards alliance and joint
action against Indira Gandhi and the industrialist/
centralists, a move which at first was welcomed by
J.P. Narayan and the socially concerned cadre of
the )P Movement which was trying to build a
broad United Front in much the same manner as
Gandhiji had, 40 years before.

Unfortunately, it was a serious mistake on the
part of the embryonic ‘’left Gandhians.”’ The
presence of people like Moraji Desai in 2 move-
ment for broad social change was like the
presence of Goldwater in the Continental Walk.
It’s true that Goldwater is opposed to the
“liberal’’ state-capitalist drift of the Democratic
Party, but are we all really on the same side? For
the peasants in India the answer was no. A party
that included representatives of the rural elite op-
pressors was not a party that met their needs, no
matter how revolutionary the tactics or rhetoric.

Within months, the followers of Desai came to
dominate the Opposition-) P Movement allianceé
and the search for a unified revolutionary Indian
Gandhianism was abandoned in favor of more con-
ventional opportunistic power politics. The tradi-
tionalist, essentially reactionary forces took over
the control of an otherwise promising step forward
for both Gandhianism and leftist decentralist -
politics. It was true that the Opposition’s willing-
ness to operate outside the parliamentary system
was a radical step, but it was a radicalism of
desperation, not of strength.

This raises another problem, perhaps best
summarized by an ex-Maryknoll friend who
worked with Mayan tribespeople in Mexico: how
can one reconcile the task of ‘“conciliation’” with
the realities of ‘‘class struggle?’’ This is a
problem in all forms of political activity and | have
no ready answer. But this one thing | feel sure of:
unless the Indian Gandhian movement enters into
political alliance with industrial workers and the
rural landless, and rejects the support and
political activity of the landlord-dominated rural
elite, Indian Gandhianism will never develop the
broad mass base necessary to overcome the daily
violence of Indian society and the Indian state.

Recalling the adage about changing horses in
mid-stream, | understand it seems like suicide to
advocate a principled move away from cadre and
politicos of the rural elite parties/opposition

groups to a ‘left’’ revolutionary United Front
rooted in the masses of rural landless workers, at
the same time reaching out to industrial workers
with the vision of a decentralized, worker-con-
trolled society, achieved through creative non-
violence. Nevertheless, | think it really will be
suicide not to undertake this ‘‘Cultural Revolu-
tion’’ right now, even under present repressive
conditions. The moral and political clarity that
would develop, | believe, would far surpass the
momentary advantages of a continued alliance
with the Jana Sangh et al. Once it was clear that
there was a nonviolent, revolutionary alliance in
opposition to both the present fascist policy of
industrialization/centralization and the continued
dominance of the landlords, | believe the Indian .
situation would reward creative nonviolence. =

Indira Gandhi and her supportéss aren’t blind to
these realities and are taking steps to neutralize
opposition from this key ‘‘third sector’’ of landless
wotkers and industrial workers. By using the car-
rot and the stick selectively, and through a con-
stant ‘‘testing’’ of the political waters, they re-
main on the offensive. }.P.’s release from jail .
Nov. 17 can be seen as part of this ‘‘testing’’
process; as of right now, it’s too early to tell what
effect the ailing ) .P. will have, since he is doubt-
lessly closely watched by the police.

The structure of fascism is being reinforced
through such measures as additional amendments
to the MISA/DIR detention rules and a purge of .
the Indian media. The new amendments mean
that neither the prisoner nor the lawyer now have
a legal right to find out what charges have been

. made. The restructure of the Indian media (with

the co-operation of most of the newspaper owners)
involves firing many of the outspoken editors and
replacing them with more sympathetic (to the
government) personnel. In the fall it seemed likely
that the Emergency would be lifted in time for the
March elections, in which Indira Gandhi and her
supporters are bound to do well, by hook or by
crook. However, now it appears that the Emer-
gency won't be lifted until the leaders of the in-
dustrialists/centralists, Indira Gandhi, her sup-
porters, etc., are convinced that it is no longer
necessary. This means that the Emergency won’t
be lifted until the basic features of the new
fascism have been written into law; then, when
fascism is fully legalized, the Emergency will be
abolished. This cosmetic change will not, there-
fore, bring any more freedom to India. :
However, their strength conceals their weak-

" ness. Success in penetrating the capitalist world

market means increasing exploitation of the
domestic population. No matter how much the
carrot and stick are used, the burden falls on the
industrial workers and the rural landless, and
there will be an ongoing potential for rebellion and
revolution.

Will the Indian Gandhian movement, and other
decentralist revolutionary forces be able to rise to
the challenge? This is the question of the moment
to those concerned with nonviolence and an.end to
casteism, sexism and landlordism in India.

Photo from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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" A Personal View

of India’s Crisis

KUMAR MEHTA

On the invitation of a rural development group
consisting mainly of university students, | had the
opportunity this summer to spend a week in a
rural area in Madhaya Pradesh. It was rice trans-
planting season. Men and women, both young and
old, were working in knee-deep mud under a hot
sun. After 10-12 hours of hard labor, what was the
compensation? | was told that they were landless
workers whose daily wage consisted of one kilo-
gram of coarse grain. The land was owned by a
rich landlord. No doubt, there were land-ceiling
laws, but with some help from friendly politicians
and bureaucrats, the clever landlords managed to
escape them. For instance, the titles to legally-
permissible parcels of land were held under dif-
ferent names, but for all practical purposes the
entire 600 acres of land were owned and managed
by one and the same man. ' )

Over 90% of the village population consisted of
landless workers. They lived in dilapidated mud-
huts with thatched roofs which leaked very badly
during rain. There were no sanitation or drinking!
water facilities. It is hard for me to forget that
bread made from edible wildflowers (mahua
flower) was a regular part of their food because
there was no other way to provide two meals a day
to all the members of a family, which frequently
included old parents. Since the work on the land
was seasonal, many were part-time artisans such
as blacksmiths, shoemakers, weavers, masons,
carpenters, etc. The wages for artisan work were
so meager that there was never enough money to
meet minimum personal needs of food, clothing,
health care and education. About 35 years ago |
had spent a few years of my childhood.in a rural
area, and | vaguely remembered the poverty in
villages during the British raj. But never expected
to find so much visible poverty after 28 years of
self-rule. What happened to Gandhiji’s dream of a
prosperous countryside?

* kR k%
Surprisingly, after India won independence from
the British rule in 1947, the Gandhian path of In-
dia’s progress through rural prosperity was ig-
nored in favor of the so-called ““modern’’ path of
progress. India adopted a Western model of
socialism by capitalistic strategies involving big
money, latest technology, and centralization of

Kumar Mehta, an Indian citizen, is a professor of
Engineering Science at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. This article consists of excerpts
from a longer piece.
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economic and political power. For a predominant-
ly agricultural nation, the governmental planning
and expenditure of national resources focused
heavily on the industry and the city. Therefore it is
not surprising that during the years 1947-75, after
many dams, steel plants and chemical factories,
the masses in the rural areas remain very poor.
According to statistics released by the Govern-
ment of India, 40% of the population continues to
be below the poverty line. The poor, comprised
generally of landless peasants, earn as agricul-

. tural labor about 200 rupees a month for a family

of seven. The families live in single-room huts,
and can afford only one full meal a day and have
rarely an extra set of clothes for a change. Thus, it
came as a shock to me that after independence.the
number of people below the poverty line has not
decreased, but has actually doubled from 120
million in 1947 to 240 million in 1975.

* k k ¥ *

The Gandhian ideas of political economy, which
were ignored by the post-independence leaders of
India as being old-fashioned and irrelevant to the
20th century, appear to me now not only highly
relevant but essential to the solution of india’s
problems. Mahatma Gandhi was against mass
production and distribution of goods because
these are associated with concentration of
economic and political power. He wanted'a com-
munitarian society with all sharing control over
governing, producing and distributing processes.
His model of self-sufficient, self-ruling villages
was based on the concept that location of power
nearer to the people is essential to prevent its
possible abuses. Gandhiji’s socio-economic
thoughts, which were influenced by Ruskin, show
three key elements: the good of the individual is
contained in the good of all; all have the sam
right of earning their livelihood from their work,
therefore, a lawyer’s work should have the same
economic reward as the barber’s; a life of labor is
the life worth living. This is why Gandhiji advo-
cated that both economically and otherwise the
value of mental work should not be considered
superior to manual work. He said that perpetua-
tion of class and caste-ridden economy and polity
would not end unless society recognizes that .
worth of every human being and the necessity of
providing work and adequate compensation for
work. Gandhiji wrote in the Young India of
November 28, 1928, ‘“Economic constitution of
India, indeed of the world, should be such that no
one should suffer from want of food and clothing.
In other words everybody should be able to get
sufficient work to enable him to make two ends
meet. This ideal can be universally realized only if
the means of production of elementary necessities
of life remain in the control of masses.”’

y * * k * %
It is interesting to note that only about 15% of the
people in India are affected in any significant
manner by the national emergency. Only the rich,
the middle class and the industrial employees,
which make up the top 15%, enjoy some economic

Continued on page 21
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| iberia TurNs
A Prolir

for Many
AMERICAN
CoOMPpANIES

Drawing by LNS Womens Graphics Collective.

BY Roger Wilke

| was surprised and very pleased to see the article
on Liberia by Edward Honnold in WIN (12/11/75).
| thought perhaps a few more bits of .information
on Firestone, and on other US companies in
Liberia, would interest WIN readers. Firestone’s
position in Liberia is of course not nearly as
dominant now as it was before the advent of the
steel companies. '

‘In 1969 there were at least 43 US companies in
Liberia. At least 19 of them had gross revenues
that year larger than Liberia’s 1968 Gross Domes-
tic Product. Sixteen of them ranked in the top 200
of Forbes magazine’s annual ranking. Six were in
the top 20.

Liberia’s iron mining industry is its largest in-
dustry in terms of capital investment and export
value. Rubber is its largest in terms of employ-
ment and land area used. Two US steel com-
panies, Bethlehem Steel and Republic Steel, share
dominance of the iron mining industry with
Swedish and West German companies. Three US
rubber companies —Firestone, Goodrich, and
Uniroyal —with another small Amerjcan-owned
company hold four of the six rubber concessions.
(The other two are held by West German and
Dutch interests.) The largest rubber concession,
of course, is Firestone’s. ‘

Liberia is highly dependent on exports: in 1966
half of her Gross Domestic Product came from ex-
ports (4.3% of the US’s came from exports).
Liberia’s exports depend heavily on just the two
commodities, iron ore and rubber: together they
made up 89% of her exports in 1967. Liberia’s
foreign trade depends on only a few countries: in

Roger Walke is a member of the Department ot
Anthropology at the University of Oregon at .
Eugene.




1967 30% of Liberia’s exports went to the US and
28% to West Germany.

Not only Liberia’s foreign trade, but her
government revenues, and the jobs and income of
her wage workers (as yet a small percentage of the
population), are very dependent on iron ore and'
rubber. Between 1951 and 1960 Firestone and the
(then) only iron mine in the country paid an aver-
age of 40% of the government’s total revenues;

‘the new rubber and iron ore concessions since
then can only have raised that percentage. In 1960
over 35% of the total wages of Liberia’s wage
workers was paid by foreign concessions (chiefly
rubber and iron ore); in 1961 they employed about
42% of the total wage workers.

Another 10% of Liberia’s government revenues
came from ship registrations—Liberia is a ‘‘flag of
convenience,’” and in 1973 had the world’s largest
merchant fleet. An American bank is Liberia’s
Maritime Administrator, or ship registrar.

Firestone’s profits from its rubber plantations
in Liberia are hard to ascertain, but here are some
old figures on return on investment. Firestone’s
total investment in Liberian rubber from 1926 to
1961 was about $30 million. Its total profits during
the five years 1956-1960 were $95 million; its
after-tax profits were $66 million, or about $13
million a year. So for that five-year period alone,
Firestone’s return on its total investment was
about 43% a year —in other words, Firestone was
making back its 30-year investment once every
2% vears. In the late 1960's Firestone’s total wage
payments averaged $4 million a year, or about
30% of its annual after-tax profits of a decade
earlier. If labor is the largest part of its annual
costs, you can imagine what Firestone’s return on
annual sales is. ’ \ ,

According to US rubber industry analysts, Fire-
stone holds the dominant industry position in
natural rubber. This gives it a competitive edge
over its rivals in the production of radial tires,
which (at least in mid-1974) are 45% natural rub-
ber, whereas conventional tires are only 22%
natural rubber. (Some sort of metaphor about
Americans’ almost literally riding on the backs of
Liberian rubber workers comes to mind here.)
Firestone also supplies latex to the carpeting, -
garment, and dipped-goods industries, and sells a
latex non-rubber polymer (natural latex is only
about 35% rubber) to the adhesives industry.

Besides being the largest producer in Liberia,
Firestone is the largest buyer of rubber there.
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Most of the six foreign rubber concessions in the
country buy rubber produced by Liberian rubber-
growers (both big officials and small peasants
alike). They are the Liberian rubber-growers’ only
market. Firestone, as the biggest buyer, has an
interest in letting its arm be twisted ‘‘to adjust
wages to the local scale,”” because that way it
helps keep its suppliers’ costs down, so it won’t be

‘faced with pressures to raise the prices it pays for

local rubber. ;

(

Liberia had seven commercial banks in 1968
(not three). Three are US-owned, and another is
partially US-owned. The only wholly Liberian-
owned bank has a correspondent-bank relation-
ship with a US bank, the Chemical Bank of New-
York. Citicorp (First National City Bank of New
York) owns the Bank of Monrovia; Chase Man-
hattan owns a branch in Monrovia; Bankers Trust
shares its ownership of a bank with Mediobanca (a
major Italian bank); and the International Bank
(not the IBRD, but a private company) owns 80%
of another bank. The Bank of Monrovia is the
largest and most important one. It is the official
depository of the Liberian government; it
performs fiscal agent functions for the govern-,
ment; and it was in 1962 the largest domestic
creditor of the government, holding 11.6% of the
national debt. Not bad, even for a Citicorp
subsidiary.

Other countries are also important in Liberia.
West Germans and Swedes, whose companies are
just about as important as US companies in the
iron mining industry, make up the bulk of the ex-
patriate managment of the mines. Italian and Is-
raeli firms dominate construction. Retailing is
chiefly in the hands of small Lebanese family 3
firms, as well as a few large West German !Firrns.
Transportation (mostly taxis and buses) is in the
hands of Islamic Africans, most of whom are
probably not Liberian. The vast majority of cars

.and buses, by the way, are Japanese and West

German imports. And most retail goods seem to
be, not American, but cheap Far Eastern and
European goods. | mention these facts because |
want to emphasize that it is not particular com-
panies at fault here, or just the US. A great many
companies, from a great many countries (includ-
ing those nice Swedes and those worker-partici-
pating Germans), are involved in the exploitation
of the Third World. It is a world-wide system, and

 BENTING
THE SYSTEM
BY BICYCLE

4

ED ARSZMAN

The lowly, humble bicycle is the vehicle of the
European working class. In truth, the class strug-
gle in America is very much-reflected in our atti-

tude toward bicycles andears. Whether ornot.we
will ever have an egalitarian society, whether or::
not the poor will evgr’be able to escape their
poverty depends gn’whether or not our society/is

imaginative eno(igh to foster bicycling or whether

it is corrupt en‘.g%'g’h to continue with/cars. /
Look at it thisvay. Our capitalist-oriented-
society oppresses people.in many\_pﬁw’grful but
subtle ways/(The police force, the prison system,
and the draﬂ{ are but the crudest-and most obvious

forms of opp, éssion._Capit'aﬂism-cé_,'t‘;lii{ilya(d}y stop—

at that. A much more subtle yet pﬂ'vaglvg form of

\

oppression lies\in the structure’and design.of our

b2

cities work. N / L -
| learned something.abouit the plight ofithe ur:

cities and in the\transport systems that make our~.  /
v ki A i T N

ban poor from first hand eéxperience. |\worked for~

more than a year as a placement interviewer for
the state employment agency in central Indiana
where | live. It was my job to find jobs for other
people in the sprawled out, decentralized city of
Indianapolis—a town as symptomatic of the
transportation problem as any | have ever found

One thing | learned rather quickly in the em+
ployment service: most jobs in today’s America
require the job applicant to own a car. Employers
will insist on it even in cases where a car is abso-
lutely unrelated to the work on the job itself.

| remember once talking to the personnel
manager of a factory offering $2.50 an hour jobs.
These were simple machine operator occupations
involving no blue print reading or special skills. At
that wage level the employer could not ask for
much. What is more, the factory was located
within ten blocks of the downtown area; it was on

(2,

Ed Arszman recently made a ‘‘Bike for Jobs’’
cross-country bicycle trip. He is a founder and
coordinator of The Committee for Zero Auto-
mobile Growth, PO Box 44666, Indianapolis, IN
45204.

abus line; and | thought that surely a person
without a car could get a job here. Yet the per-
sonnel manager of this particular factory wanted
to interview job applicants who had cars. He pre-
ferred them, he said, because he thought they |
were more reliable in showing up forwork. And !
this job category started out at $2.50 per hour—
with overtime workers maybe could take home $90
aweek! You could possibly feed a car on suchra
salary, but you could never raise a family, es-*
pecially not a family and an automobile combined.

That is how the system works. If you are poor
and born in the ghetto, if your father cannot buy
you a car because he’s never had the money to buy
one for himself, then you just never really get
started in the system. Without a car you don’t .
work, and without work you can’t get a car. Unless
you steal one, And that usually brings you up
against the other repressive institutions of this
society—the police and the prison system.

So it is that the oppression of a capitalist society
takes on many subtle forms—even the form of
automobiles. A car-orientated society means high
unemployment rates for the central city poor and
high crime rates as Well, It also means decayed
central cities, urban I‘btlki\}{&' projects that are
tearing up the land (for highrise apartments and
freeways];f--ar}_c_iz'éﬁ‘o_a\j_‘_fluen}- _: -)dﬂle;/tl ass that feels
. all the mgresecuredn’its'opylence because it lives
\ ten miles6ut from thecity-i stiburbs that are lily .

\white. A~ i

J \\\\ Ar)dx ihqévﬁﬁyél'é? Well, the bicycle is'the vehicle

C of ;H'e-ﬂépplfﬂ Almost anyone can own a bike. |
7y ‘bought & vei\% erviceable Schwinn 3-speed once
o Iﬁr'i"'a nere $103Honestly, it was one of the better
bicycles | bave owned.
7/ Furthermore, the'bicycle is the most readily
/available-alternativete the car. Though the .
/" weather and the terrain can be h
a bj;t{: clle can bgo a(;wwhér
other places besides. ol
/Finally, the bicycle is théj\:r‘l Qﬁg N erfect
qﬁ}ithesis to the automaobile fj eveloped. Cars
ir’gaseous pollution;

gﬁe universally notedfor their
, guzzle gas and in-
rﬁg}h i‘! quantities of
B

] :' -

: fds, bgsicfally
8a ca’g_ can gb\an a few

cycles produgeinone. Caj

"

11}
e

Iye the consamption ofiiy

~Bicy: nsume little of either
5 > ,-"f‘.’l.\ E E IJ’ \\x
| degdﬁthegu omab ]ei capitalist\‘America’s
..._Qﬂgmgé’ybgodu tLthﬁ; N istyial Mo oql&‘fq_[ ]
£ “hichiwe ripoft natur ;"fésqﬂrffgw | much.of
. the third worldy The.b vcle'is, dntheothierhand,

“actually'the third g} st ot
tionﬁ’ﬁhe égs@ﬂti’z{g@_- 451‘/.,.._,

narrier of t

China, dja, and Viet mﬂ’ <

lt‘\ﬁ\ significantyd thifik that inthe lagt jgreat
confrontation begiween America, Inc: nd the
peop ‘Q\Qf t_hed;’ﬁir;d IWérLF_—\-.\l'rﬁ--s_pe' ihg about
the warinVietnam j—q‘h 1Am\e(ica'n sed motor
cars, truck ";-..per,so?n | carriers,}
all kinds of heavily/mechanizedequipment. The
Vietnamese resistance-used bicycles primarily,
and the people on bicycles won. To their ever-
lasting credit they won.

Ride a bike and support the revolution!

s
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Witness the most important felony | have per-
sonally ever committed:

Our marriage, like our courtship, has been con-
ventional. It was love at first sight when we met at
the elevator just outside the sixth-floor tearoom of
the Atlanta YMCA. Ernest was a fashion coor-'
dinator for a local department store, | a state col-
lege professor from 100 miles away, deep in the
peach and pecan orchards. One of us Black, the
other white; both native Southerners. We com-
muted every weekend for five months. Our friends
weren 't surprised when we decided to marry.

We would have wasted our time to send an an-
nouncement to the local papers. Besides, the bank
employees spread the word just as effectively
when we took out a joint account. Our wedding it-

Louie Crew has published over 80 items recently,
in Christian Century, Harper’s, Saturday Review,
and scores of collegiate and literary magazines.
He is an editor of NOTE and Integrity, and is
listed in Leaders of Black America. This paper was
originally read 7/12/75 at a symposium on victim-
less crimes held at U. of South Florida, St. Peters-
burg.

Hiding
Within
Straight
Society

By Louie Crew @
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self was private, just the two of us and the Holy
Spirit. Parents, though loving, would not have
welcomed the occasion, and our priest had no
Episcopal authority (or desire) to officiate. Two
apartment neighbors, historians, sent a bottle of
champagne; a psychologist friend dropped in
earlier to propose a toast; others sent welcoming
tokens.

We unloaded the heavier gear from the car be-
fore beginning the ceremony. Then we carried
each other across the threshold (a neat trick, real-
ly) into the dining room, where the table was set
with two wine glasses from Woolworth’s, one lone
and lighted red candle instead of our customary
two green ones, a vase with one early narcissus
(after all, | am an English professor!), and an open
Book of Common Prayer. We read the service
nervously, its fearsome bidding and pledges. The
words woman and wife translated readily as
spouse, man, husband, Person. All took only
about ten minutes.

One could be too quick to sentimentalize a few
details, such as our bed, a 200-year-old four-
poster built by the slave ancestor of one of us for
the free ancestor of the other. Perhaps we were
fulfilling their dream? Or Dr. King’s dream. . . ?

»

But we find day-to-day living too difficult for us to

negotiate other people’s dreams: we work at living

our own dream, a dream no different from the

dream of many other couples, a dream of a home
_with much love to bridge our separateness.

Even at the risk of wrongly seeming to speak for
all Gays, a people much too numerous and
beautifully diverse to be locked into only one
dream, | stress first the personal note mainly be-
cause we Gay felons are typically viewed not as
persons, but as numbers or objects for manipula-
tion. The distance gained by third person pro-
nouns is the space the law Uses to institutionalize
the hostile feelings of the majority, while at the
same time freeing the majority from the discom-
fort of taking responsibility for the personal and
human consequences of those hdstile feelings.

There are, by the stingiest of nonGay estimates,
between 15-25 million Americans who have a
major portion of our sexual arousal and response
with members of the same sex. All action in
response to such natural arousal, however, is a
felony in 39 states. (The eleven who have repealed
such laws are California, Colorado, Connecticut,
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, New Mexico,

North Dakota, Ohio and Oregon.) Furthetimore,
even to suggest the possibility of acting:oksuch
arousal (as in the seemingly innocuous statement
to a friend, ‘‘You turn me on; let’s get together’’)
is in most of these states deemed ‘‘solicitation to
commit an immoral act’’ and subject to criminal .
prosecution. _ ; v
The consequences of these antiGay laws (or
"“Sodomy statutes’’ as you call them) cannot be
measured in the admittedly low number of atrests
and convictions actually sought, but in the ef-"
fectiveness of the laws in thus institutionalizing
the taboo perceived by the majority. In jobs and
housing, for example, an admitted felon; whether
convicted or not, has no clout in claiming her civil
rights. Hence, there is monumental pressure on
Cay persons to ‘“pass,’’ to pretend (often even to

- ourselves) that we are not really Gay. Thereby

many of us affirm our second-class citizenship and
make mockery of our ‘‘freedom of association,’”
relegating ‘‘freedom’” to the criminal under-
ground which the law thus creates; with its threats
of blackmail and concomitant abuse.

Further more, understandirig parents of Gay
children (and there are damn few parents who
know how to understand, much less love, their
Gay children!) are placed under the formidable
burden of knowing how to counsel their children to
integrate their Gay sexuality with their whole
personhood and stjll protect them from the sever-
est disenfranchisement effected by the law. {

Because of the illegal status of Gay relations,
Gay persons are denied positive visibility
throughout our culture, particularly on the media
and in the institutions of Church and higher edu- -
cation. Contrary to fact, all achievers are pre- 3
sumed to be heterosexual, and Gays are denied
ready access to knowledge of our extensive con-
tributions to history and to this society. Gay -
children (and we are all children of our more than
40 million nonGay parents, as we have not yet
developed means of reproduction!) are thus

" denied access to the kinds of positive models that

will help us grow up as healthy Gays, while there
is not one shred of convincing evidence that such
censorship has ever kept even one Gay child from
growing up Gay.

One consequence of our long hiding in the
heterosexual society is that we Gays know much
more about nonGays than nonGays know about
us. As an outsider, | 5ee much in the hetero world
of which | disapprove: your burgeoning divorce .
rate, for example; your millions of loveless
families still hanging together; your raging sex-
ism; your high incidence of violence insexuality;
your pleasure in commercializing your brand of
sexuality. My husband and ! do not want to ‘‘smell
clean’’ for Lifebouy; nor do we want to be on your
Geritol ads! Yet it would never occur to us to il- -
legalize your affectional preferences or even to
deprive one hetero person of our respect because
of what we disapprove in another hetero person.
Yet such legal and social maneuvers are your op-
pression of us and of our peaple by the millions
daily. Your laws are madness and your behavior is

‘inhumane to the extreme. | pray that you may find

deliverance.
’
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f. Our Friends

the Vegetables * _

HEADS AND TALES is an occasional column for essays of human
liberation and personal experience. Should you care to write about
where your head is at, please limit your contribution to 800 words.

BOB PINKUS

I once believed that one needed to use force to end
oppression. Later, when | examined that premise
it seemed that though it might be valid in certain
cases on a practical basis, in the basic sense it
represented a contradiction. For how could one
really teach others to cease the use of force by the -
use of force?

Finally I realized that if in one’s day to day ac-
'tions one were an oppressor, whether of humans
for profit or power, or of animals for food or cloth-
ing, then one would expect that oppression would
become the rule of life. Oppressors in fact must
expect not only to oppress but to be oppressed.

If one could abandon oppression and live in’
peace and harmony with one’s neighbors, not
interfering with their lives, not eating or wearing
them, perhaps one could change one’s relations
with everyone, could build a better world.

At this point vegetarianism became meaningful
to me and | became a vegetarian. | have been one
since. Many, | suspect, have become vegetarians
for similar or identical reasons. We need to build a
world of love in which power is not the motivation
for life. To build such a world will require that -
each of us in day to day life live a life of love. To
live without taking life seems to be the basic be-
ginning for a compassionate world’s creation.

For many vegetarians the knowledge that one
need not kill animals to live is enough of a reason
to become vegetarian and to help to spread the
word. For others the realization that one can live
on less than ¥ the 2,000 Ibs. of grain required by
an American flesh-eater these days if one con-
sumes one’s food directly rather than inefficiently
via animals gives one reason enough in a world of
hungry people to become vegetarian and to spread
the word. For some compassion beglns with the
self, the realization that better health is possible
on a natural vegetarian diet is motivation from
which to grow into other forms of compassion. Still
others realize that a vegetarian diet costs less and
thus enables us to do more with what money we
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may have than fatten the profits-of the agribiz
giants.

A statement that the state, the church, the cor-
poration, the organization, does not belong inter-
fering in one’s life is meaningful. In essence the
realization that all of these institutions are crea-
tions of humanity on a power trip is important.
Change in the basic concept of what humanity is
about is what is needed if these manifestations of
the present power-mad self-image are to be -
changed. To change that conception of self one
needs to change one’s thoughts, one’s words,
one’s deeds. Gandhi called for Ahimsa—non—
violence—in all of these aspects of one’s life.
Putting thaton a practical level vegetarianism is a
first and easily attainable step for anyone. It does
not require forceful action, demonstrations,
bombings, petitions . . .for anyone can become a
vegetarian simply by switching one’s diet. No
one’s permission is required to change except
one’s own. In this way we will have demonstrated
an essential truth to ourselves, a truth of non-
violence by affirming our basic harmless natures
as human beings. It is this'reassertion of
humanity’s basic goodness which is necessary if
humanity is to overcome the traps of avarice,
murder and other power trips which go hand in
hand with flesh eating,

" Yes, there are good people who are still tied to
the habit of eating animals, or even people, in
some parts of our world. But these people could
become even better people if they would bury
their hatchets, make their swords into plough-
shares and take the daggers off their belts. In fact
the belts themselves need not be made of the
skins of murdered animals. If we can abandon
murder in daily life perhaps we can come closer to
that utopia of love and compassion which we all ,
really want. Vegetarianism is a primary and E

‘meaningful step in that dlrectlons

CONTACT:

There are many reasons for vegetarianism and
there are many vegetarian journals which can help
one to understand them. North American Vege-
tarians, 501 Old Harding Highway, Malaga, NJ
08328 publishes Vegetarian Voice and offers
autonomous affiliation to any vegetarian group .
ready to affiliate.

Vegetarian World, published from suite 216,
8235 Santa Monica BouIevard Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia 90046 offers dlver5|f|ed news to vegetarians
and membership in a Vegetarian Book Club as
well as subscriptions to this quarterly newspaper
of broad ranging interest.

The Vegetarian Review & Digest published
from Box 211, Haverford, Pennsylvania 19041 is a
new vegetarian newspaper published on a
quarterly basis which gives news of interest to
vegetarians and others and publishes the thoughts
of vegetarians and vegetarian groups. Subscrip-
tions are:available.

The 1976 North American vegetarian conven-
tion will be held for eight days in early August in
Ithaca, New York, hosted by the North American
Vegetarlans of Malaga NJ 08328.

PROTESTS AGAINST US
INTERVENTION IN-ANGOLA
HELD IN NEW YORK AND DC

Demonstrations in New York and
Washington, DC drew hundreds
of people to protest US interyen-
tion in Angola January 17 and 19.
In New York an enthusiastic,

"'multi-national crowd of 1,200,

marched over a mile in subfreez-
ing weather to a rally in a buildinks
off Union Square. The demon-
strators attracted many followers
on the way and people waved in
support from windows on the
route.

Speakers at the rally, included
Maritza Arrastia of the Puerto
Rican Socialist Party, Dennis
Serrette, president of the New
York Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists, Paul Irish of the MPLA
Solidarity Committee in New
York, Nick DeFreigas of Youth
Against War and Fascism and
others.

Upwards of 400 people demon-
strated in Washington, DC two

" days later to demand an end to US

intervention in Angola. The
January 19 protest was timed to
coincide with the beginning of the
final debate in the House of Rep-
resentatives that would cut off all
funds for CIA activities involving
Angola except for those intended
for “‘intelligence gathering.’”’

The demonstrators converged
on the Capitol steps at noon and
heard speeches from Judge
William Booth, president of the
American Committee on Africa;
congressional representative
Bella Abzug; activist Cora Weiss
and others.

““In phrases reminiscent of the
immoral and unpopular war in
Indochina, the Administration has
said that our purpose in Angola is
‘to help people to defend them-
selves’ '’ organizers of the
demonstration said in a press
conference earlier in the morning.

And yet when the people of
Angola were fighting to free
themselves from Portuguese
colonialism the United States gave
the [Portuguese] Salazar and
Caetano regimes invaluable

ES

THE DEATH OF
PAUL ROBESON

Paul Robeson, actor, singer, ath-
lete, scholar, social philosopher
and political activist died on Fri-
day, January 23 at the age of 77.
Universally acclaimed as a
brilliant actor and powerful vocal-
ist, Robeson was hounded from a
successful career on stage and
screen by McCarthy era attacks on
his political convictions. Through-
out his career Robeson vigorously
fought racial discrimination and
publicly embraced socialism.
Though he denied being a
member of the Communist Party,
his unabashed admiration for the
Soviet Union and his refusal to
compromise his political and
social beliefs resulted in many of
his appearances being cancelled.
Vigilantes attacked a crowd wait-
ing outside one of his concerts in
Peekskill, NY in August, 1949. Joe
McCarthy attacked him numerous
times in his Senate Committee.
Despite the harsh treatment he
received in the United States, he
was still widely acclaimed durmg
professional tours in Europe. He
moved to London in 1958 and
though he claimed at the time: I
don’t want any overtones of sug-
gestion that | am deserting the
country of my birth,”” many felt he
left in bitterness over his treat-
ment by white Americans.
Robeson remained in England
until 1963 when he returned to
New York. —WIN

political and economic support,
thus assisting them to retain their
African colonies. What the US is
now doing is a continuation of the
same policy, seeking to prevent
the people of Angola from reach-
ing true independence.”’

The House will be voting on the
Angola amendment to the De-
fense Appropriations Bill within a
few days. The Amendment al-
ready passed in the Senate in a
54-22 vote in mid-December, a
clear expression of opposition to
mounting US covert action in
Angola.

TS = ===
But the amendment has sub-
stantial loopholes. In addition to
allowing funds for “‘intelligence
gathering’’ activities, it doesn’t
affect the $27-35 million already
spent in the last seven months nor
the $6-9 million already allotted .
for Angola but not yet spent.
Nevertheless, demonstrators on
Capitol Hill felt the amendment is
a first and important step and will
continue to push for a total end to
US intervention in Angola. —LNS

2 HELD 8 MONTHS
FOR CONTEMPT A

Two activists, Ellen Grusse and
Terri Turgeon, who refused to co-
operate with a federal grand jury,
were freed Dec. 19 from Niantic
State Prison in Connecticut after
serving eight months for con- -
tempt. The grand jury had been
seeking information on the
whereabouts of Susan Saxe and
Katherine Power.

Saxe and Power were alleged
accomplices.in two politically
motivated bank robberies during
the mass protests in 1970 against
the government escalation of the
war in Indochina. A police officer
was killed during the Boston,
Mass., holdup. Saxe was arrested
last year after five years as a fugi-

tive. Power remains underground.’:

Federal grand juries such as the
one in Connecticut have been
used as a weapon to harass acti-
vists in the women’s movement
with whom, the government,
charges, Saxe and Power sought
refuge.

Grusse and Turgeon were freed
after a nationwide campaign
against such grand jury harass-
ment. The campaign, involving
many feminist organizations and
activists, was organized by the
New York-based Grand Jury
Project. The project is currently
calling for increased pressure for
the release of a third prisoner, Jill
Raymond, who has been held in a
Kentucky prison for over a year
for her refusal to cooperate with a
similar grand jury.
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One of the focuses of the project
is on the illegality of the govern-
ment’s use of grand juries to
harass women, minorities and the
left. Under current practices, if
recipients of grand jury
subpoenas exercise their consti-
tutional right to remain silent,
they often face prison for the
length of the grand jury.

Letters demanding freedom for
Jill Raymond should be addressed
to Eldon Webb, Acting US At-
torney, Federal Building,
Lexington, Ky. 40501.

—The Guardlan

LESBIAN MOTHER SUIT

Mary Jo Risher, a lesbian mother,
has lost custody of her nine-year-
old son as a result of a decision
passed down by a domestic rela-
tions court jury. Risher’s attorney
attempted to prohibit the defen-
dant’s sexual preference from be-
ing made an issue in the case, but
the motion was denied by J udge
Owen Chrisman.

Risher has had custody of her
two sons, Jimmy, 17, and
Richard, 9, since 1971 when she
and her husband were divorced.
Last summer Jimmy left his
mother’s home to live with his
father who subsequently filed suit
to gain custody of Richard on the
grounds that the boys’ mother
was unfit because of her homo-
sexuality.

During the custody trlal Mary
Jo Risher testified in the presence
of a jury of ten men and two
women that her love for Ann
Foreman, with whom she had
been living for two years, does not
interfere with her ability to raise
Richard. Attorney Aglaia Mauzy
told the jury that Risher was a
‘“warm, loving mother’’ who
provided a ‘‘good, clean environ-
ment.””

The case is being appealed. For
more information contact: The
Mary Jo Risher Fund, c/o Dallas
County NOW, PO Box 12431,
Dallas, TX 45225.

— Majority Report
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DEMONSTRATIONS ON
MARTIN LUTHER KING'S
BIRTHDAY FOCUS ON JOBS,
BUSING & POLICE BRUTALITY

January 15, 1976 saw demonstra-
tions across the country com-
memorating the birthday of Mar-
tin Luther King, and addressing
many of the current political and
economic problems facing Ameri-
cans, and particularly black
Americans.

Many cities and states officially
recognized King’s birthday, in-
cluding New York, New Jersey,
St. Louis and Chicago. There were
marches in Memphis, Tennessee,
where King was murdered in 1968
while leading a sanitation workers
strike, and in Montgomery, Ala-

- bama where he led a bus boycott

twenty years ago. Three cities—
Atlanta, Georgia, Louisville,
Kentucky, and Columbla South
Caroline—saw partlcularly large
demonstrations.

Atlanta—''We marched to de-
mand jobs, full employment,”’
said one of the organizers of the
Atlanta march, which drew some
20,000 people ina parade that
stretched for nearly two miles.

‘It was the thinking of Coretta
King and many of us who worked
with Dr. King, that if he had lived,
in light of the economic situation
in this country, he would have had -
us take no other focus than that of
jobs. So we used.his birthday as a
springboard to speak to one of the
most pressing and relevant issues
in the nation—unemployment.’’

The march began at the
Ebenezer Baptist Church where
King was once pastor, and ended
in downtown Atlanta. Speakers at

. the rally included Atlanta mayor

Maynard ) ackson, the mayors of
New York, Detroit and Gary, In-
diana, and Coretta King.

Louisville—‘‘In Louisville,
busing was the issue,’’ said a
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) organizer
about the January 15
demonstration there.

Some 2,500 people led by black
activist Dick Gregory and mem-
bers of the SCLC marched one

* mile to the Louisville federal

courthouse. Later the demon-
strators held arally in a local
church.

Throughout the fall there was
much violent white opposition to

school desegregation in the city.
In early September hundreds
were arrested and dozens injured
when anti-busing forces burned
buses and broke store windows.

‘I think the march was a show
of strength,’’ continued the SCL.C
organizer, ‘‘to show that black
people in Louisville feel that the
buses mustroll for-each black
person there to recelve a quality
education.’

Columbia— An estimated
10,000 South Carolinians came out
in Columbla the capital, January
15 in what many described as the"
largest civil rights demonstration
in the state’s history. Of major
concern to many marchers was
police brutality and in particular,
the fatal shootings of eight black
people by white policemen in the
state in just over a year.

‘“We are here because we are
tired of the indignities we have
suffered because of blgotry, |g-
norance, racism and greed,’” said

‘one speaker Rev. Matthew D. -
McCollom, president of the
Southern Conference of the
NAACP. : —LNS

NATIVE HAWAIIANS MOVE
TO TAKE BACK ISLAND

Thirty native Hawaiians demand-
ing the return of the island of
Kahoolawe—now used as a Navy
bombing range—‘‘invaded’’ the
island in early January on a fleet
of sailboats.

The 30, without weapons, sailed
from Maui, eight miles away,
after hearing that the government

.was delaying consideration of

whether to return Kahoolawe for a
year while a ‘“feasibility’’ study
was being conducted. Some of the
native Hawaiians are members of
the Hawaiian Coalition of Native
Claims. A groups called the
ALOHA (Aboriginal Lands of
Hawaiian Ancestry) has been de-
manding the return of the island
since 1973 as part of a billion dol-
lar reparations program to native
Hawaiians.

Two of the 30 native Hawaiians
stayed on the island for two days
before they could be hunted down
by the navy and Coast Guard. The
two were cited for trespassing,
but as yet no formal charges have
been filed. . — The Guardian

The proposed draft registration
day of March 31 has been
temporarily postponed. If and
when such an event occurs there
will be resistance, including some;
who will refuse to register for any
type of conscription. A special is-
sue of the Catholic Agitator on
“’Choosing Alternatives’”
presents thoughts about resisting
the draft by Bruce Baechler, a
nonregistrant now serving a 26-
month prison sentence, Dave
Lumien, and the writer of this
column, who refused to register
during World War I1. The good
people who publish the Agitator
have printed several thousand
extra copies for distribution. If
you would like to distribute some,
write to the Catholic Agitator,
Ammon Hennacy House of Hos-

+ pitality; 605 North Cummings St.,

Los Angeles, California 90033.

Martin Sostre, according to Mar-
lene Nadle writing in the Village
Voice, is as intransigent as ever,
desp:te many years in prison,
some of them in solitary confine-
ment. Recently Sostre said in an
interview, ‘‘Oppressors count on
terror to make people submit.
They don’t know what to do when
it doesn’t work. They have no de-
fense against nonsubmission. It

louses up the machine.’”’ That, of
course, lies at the heart of active
nonw_olence as a method for deal-
ing with oppression. It is good to

know that Sostre plans to continue

his work for human rights for
prisoners and others who are vic-
timized by our social order.

The December, 1975 issue of
NEPA News includes an excellent
article on the rights of parolees
which calls attention to Morrissey
v. Brewer, a federal court decision
which grants dnyone facing parole
revocation a right to two hearings,
a preliminary and a final hearing,
and also spells out the rights and

proceedings which should govern
such hearings. The article is
based on a forthcoming publica-
tion of the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee. Those wishing
more information should contact:
David Collins, AFSC, 48 Inman
St., Cambridge, MA 02139.

In a landmark ruling, Federal
Judge Frank M. Johnson stated -
that imprisonment in Alabama’s
overcrowded prisons constitutes
cruel and unusual punishment as
prohibited by the eighth amend-
ment to the Constitution. Judge
Johnson refused to accept the ex-
cuse of lack of funds as adequate
reason for the tetrible prison con-
ditions. He issued forty-four
guidelines which constitute
minimum standards if Alabama is
to adhere to the Constitution’, and
gave Governor George C. Wallace
and other state officials six
months to put the guidelines into
efféct. According to the New York
Times, the judge noted that
“rampant violence and [a] jungle
atmosphere’’ exist throughout
Alabama’s penal system, and
commented that any person
entering those prisons had */
chance of leaving the mstltutlon
with a more positive or construc-
tive attitude than the one he or
she broughtin.’

The answer of several Ohio legis-
lators to overcrowding in the
prisons is to propose a constitu-
tional amendment providing $250
million in bonds to build new
prisons and youth detention
facilities. Such a measure would
only compound the problem.
Columnist William Raspberry
recently noted that nearly half the
.cost of crime was for supporting a
criminal justice system and com-
mented: ‘’And what do we get for
those outlays? Virtually nothing.
Not crime reduction, not rehabili-
tation, not safety.”” At a time

when taxpayers are increasingly *
demanding an accounting for their
money, the waste and negative
results inherent in our prison
system should be exposed when-
ever possible.

The United Prisoner’s Rights
Movement in Canada organized
and carried out two very success-
ful demonstrations during the
end-of-the-year holiday’season.
On Christmas day, 1975, despite a
20 below temperature, one
thousand demonstrators marched
around Parthenais Prison in
Montreal to draw attention to the
‘indignities, frustrations and 1
shocking treatment’’ taking place
inside the walls. Another similar
sized group demonstrated in front
of the women’s ‘section of
Tanguay Prison for the same
reason and in the same freezing
temperature. The very fine leaflet
they distributed quotes officials
on the uselessness of prisons,
raises questions about Canada’s
prisons which must be answered
in 1976, and points out that tax
money spent on prisons is wasted
and personal safety lessened.

French philosopher, psychiatrist
and historian, Michel Foucault,
expressed an interesting view of
the role of prisons in an interview
first published in Le Monde, and
partly reprinted on the Op Ed :
page of the New York Times. *
Among other things, Foucault
said:

‘“Lawbreaking is not an accident,
a more or less unavoidable imper-
fection. Rather, it is a positive
element of the functioning of
society. Its role is part of a general
strategy. Every legislative ar-
rangement sets up privileged and
profitable areas where the law can
bé violated, others where it can be
ignored, and others where infrac-
tions are sanctioned.”’

—Larry Gara

WIN19




S
=

1o .

CRYER & FORD
Gretchen Cryer and Nancy Ford / RCA Records

When a woman no longer needs to be defensive and
feel angry, the fever of her personal struggle has
broken. She can be free to express loneliness, to
need love, and to be just a bit proud that she came
through the pain and frustration without sacrificing
the vulnerability that makes her human. And she can
revel in the joy of her new independence. Gretchen
Cryer and Nancy Ford write for the women who have
reached this plateau.

The political awareness of Cryer and Ford has al-
ways been a cut above that of most commercial
composers and playwrights. An early Off-Broadway
production, ‘’Now Is the Time for All Good Men,’’
dealt sensitively with the problems of a CO returning
to a small town in the Midwest after serving time in
prison. (The hero was undoubtedly modeled after
Cryer’s brother, Peter Kiger, who is well-known for
his activism to both WIN readers and assorted law
enforcement officers who contributed to his record of
30-odd arrests.) 1

Another Off-Broadway success of Cryer and Ford
was ‘‘The Last Sweet Days of Isaac,”” two one-act
satires that poke fun at the search for the *’‘meaning
of life,”” *“meaningful relationships’’ which can be
spawned and consummated in a stalled elevator, and
civil disobedients who understand neither the situa-
tion they were protesting nor the gravity of their own
acts.

That both these productions played to large and
diverse audiences is evidence of Cryer and Ford’s
good feel for the public’s tolerance level. Hopefully
their first album as a duo will not only find its audi-
ence also, but will introduce some women to the idea
that independence is the best trip to take.

The songs in this album deal with relationships of
one kind or another between a man and a woman.
One, probably to a former lover, ‘‘Long Time Gone,”’
contains the theme of the album:

‘““I’ve learned to love another

But loving’s not the same

| take it with a grain of salt

I’'m keeping my own name. . ."’
The idea of maintaining distance in a relationship is
developed further in ‘You Can Never Know My
Mind’’:

*
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’Oh I’ve been around—

Got the map of the country on my face
Highways of broken promises _
Crossroads where things were left behind
Oh I’ve been around— f

I’ve done and |’ve been done to

And | don’t trust that anyone

Can ever know my mind. . .""*

The treasure among these unusual ‘’love’’ songs is
‘Do Whatcha Gotta Do to Make Yourself Happy.’’
It’s a story of a woman and her younger lover. While
its lyrics and production are not as rich as those of
Dory Previn’s similar */Lemon Haired Ladies,”’
neither does it convey the sadness and desperation
usually found in Previn’s songs. Rather, it promotes
the idea that it is the young man who is the lucky half
of the partnership, the one who must guard against
his ‘“hot stuff growing cold.”’ It often seems that
eloquence comes easier to those writing of sorrow,
but Cryer manages to avoid the Norman Vincent
Peale quality that pervades many songs of affirmat
tion by injecting a delicate humor into her tale:

’How will 1 break it to my mother

He’s younger than my very youngest brother

I guess I’ll have to tell her when it’s all said and
done

She didn’t lose a daughter, she just got a grand-
son!’’*

The other love songs are interesting melodically,
but largely repetitions of the same theme, Cryer and
Ford make a beautiful sound together, one which
distinguishes even the most pedestrian of the songs;
and all the melodies are new and lively. The album is
orchestrated heavily: because | had previously heard
them perform only to piano accompaniment, it took
a while for me to hear the bass, percussion, drums,
etc. as anything but a detraction, but after listening
to the songs a dozen or so times, the lush back-
ground seems to enhance rather than diminish.

My favorite cut on the album happens to be the
only one that doesn’t focus on a relationship. ‘'Hang
on'to the Good Times’” is a mother’s advice to her
daughter. The tune is one | find myself humming as
frequently as | hum. The simplicity of the lyrics bely
their importance. O, to be sent off to face life with a
sense of affirmation! This kind of philosophy is
where Christian parents in the Midwest and J ewish
ones in the East show their real differences.

The flashes of insight in Cryer and Ford’s first al-
bum, along with the more sophisticated songs from
their shows, are a promise of some real
accomplished music by them and for women in the
near future. As they begin to deal with aspects of
women'’s lives other than our relationships with men,
their songs will herald the full joy of the freedom that
replaces the anger of oppression. —Wendy Schwartz

* © Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. (BM).

THE FOOD CO-OP HANDBQOK
The Co-op Handbook Collective / Houghton Mifflin
Company, Boston / 1975 /.pbk $4.95

Food co-ops can be the crossroads of a whole series
of social conditions and resolutiens in a community:
high prices circumvented by collective buying;
hierarchy replaced by collective decision making;
alienation by real change. In many ways, co-opera-
tives can bring into focus the visions of alternatives
to capitalism we’ve kept in our minds. In the modern
corporate state, we're fortunate to have an expand-
ing movement of people who are consciously coming
together to work collectively. But sometimes co-ops
are at once sophisticated in systems and production,
and diluted in politics. More movement people need
to examine this broad-based social medel not only to
feed themselves more economically, but to develop
skills in building a decentralized alternative to
capitalist production and distribution.

The many people participating in the new co-ops
are beginning to control the quality and distribution
of their food. Yet there seems to be little develop-

ment of the political identity of co-ops. Large co-ops
can have economic impact, but are usually politically '

ineffecutal..Small co-ops can be anywhere politically
and may drift in economic obscurity. In both cases,
new input seems needed to gauge whether co-ops
are duplicating oppressive forms, or leading to a
liberating society.

- People who participate in co-ops are dealing with a
variety of problems that develop their communities
politically. To accelerate this political growth and to
ensure that grass roots control does not evaporate
into political blandness, co-ops could use two things:
a lot more people who are oriented towards political
dialogue rather than consumerism, and information
about where co-ops are at and what their potential is.

The Co-Op Handbook, written by a four person re-
search and writing collective gives an extremely
complete account of collective food distribution. It is

an easily read reference/study work that should help
co-op people and political activists understand the
many aspects and styles of food co-ops. Profits above
supporting the writing collective for its past work will
be used for a national co-operative education fund'

The book tackles each major step of food co-op or-
ganizing and draws upon the experiences of many
co-op activists to illustrate a variety of possible co-
operative alternatives and ramifications. If a co-op
intends to stay small, the Handbook people suggest
it hook up with other small (and large) co-ops into
federations. All will do better economically, remain
autonomous, and develop politically as well. The
Handbook also emphasizes how organizing urban
food co-ops can be the first step in developing
‘neighborhood unity in dealing with the oppression of
landlords and politicians.

At times the organizing methods outline in the
Handbook seem politically ambivalent. The writers
seem to suggest that co-op organizers-are most
valuable as aloof manipulators, seldom connected to
the communities they organize."In addition, the
contradiction of a hierarchy of activists which often
exists in co-ops should have been further examined.

There exist historical examples of people in self-
sufficient co-operative/collective situations. An
examination of the possible forms of co-operative
exchange of labor or material would have been valu-
able in expanding the political vision of co-ops. = -

The book collective’s ability to effectively com-
municate a vast amount of information to almost
anyone involved to any degree in co-op work makes
the book extremely valuable. Included are excellent
sections on physical space, membership, logistics,
finances and organizing, as well as the political as-
pects of nutrition, decision-making, and sexism.
Most chapters deal quite specificially with real co-op
problems, and close with reference sources. Ap-
pendices contain regional contacts for co-op federa-
tions, organic farming groups, and a national co-
operative directory.

A theme that the Handbook collective develops is

that co-ops should be open to everyone, and that the . :

co-op premise, a member-owned and controlled
operation, will become the catalyst for consciousness
development as people see what they can accomplish
together. If questions of political direction receive
more immediate attention by co-op members and
others, we all may better understand the non-hier-
archical potential of the co-operative form. :
~—Stephe Prieston

A PERSONAL VIEW OF INDIA’S CRISIS continued from page 10.

prosperity. The benefits from the state of emer-
gency, namely, that inflation is controlled, crime
is.down, strikes are banned, discipline in factories
and offices is improved, the trains run on time, all
these touch primarily the lives of upper classes.
No doubt they have lost some political privileges
but they continue to have economic security as
long as they don’t step out of line or criticize the
government, With a show of authoritarian force,
and by making the threat to the sovereignty of the
country an issue, the government has quickly
lined up support from the influential sections of

the society. For the bottom 85%, or the over-
whelming majority of the Indian people, nothing
has really been changed by the proclamation of
emergency. But the act of taking away the basic
rights of citizens, who are not yet aware of their
potential, cannot be condoned unless itisa
temporary measure which is sincerely taken by
the government for the purpose of accelerating
the process of human development. Also, we must
not forget that the dreadful efficiency of totalitari-
anism is always less in instilling new convictions,
and more in destroying the capacity of the indi-

_vidual to form independent convictions.

WIN 21




——-1 EY

“The United States proposes that; 7
Al : iy New Midwest Research Institute seeks unselfish,

[ B an y 4 < - :
by refeasing afl polivcal prisonars . . . (who wore jalled ¥ f ] ' socially-conscious, nan-careerist, MA-PhD
farl peaceful axpressions of beliefs and opinions con- 3 -y MOVEMENT economists, political scientists, etc.

trary to their Governments . . . MUST be able to get grants or raise funds, Semi-

Hen, Danial Mayrihan udies on war-peace reconversion, etc.
UIN, Ganocs Assombly ' ME“N Ecl‘:jglg{llvr;tss and Osterman " The New Profes-
NORmEmCi2) 8T }. sionals” pp33-77, Studs Terkel “*Working” pp

. . 525-527, 537-540, Claudia Dreifus 'Radical Life-
& ) .wt . styles.”” Midwest Institute, 1206 N 6th St.,
® / Columbus, OH 43201. |
PREEIF ND EXCHANGE Eastwind Community—located in Ozarks. Seeking
80 INVOL, AND members. Promoting “UQFUH'SW“!E- nonviolent,
ONLY 20 WO *egalitarian society, Growing quickly. Presently 50: |
m& $2 EVERY members. Associated \:tth ;l'vzli? ngs in ivg. In-
A : . terested in Joining, write or cail=Eastwind, ! ‘
_ - Tecumseh, MO 65760, 417-679-4460., photo by Steve Caiah
|
PUBLICATIONS HELP! I d ,h, i |
WHAT IS BEING? by Robert Head, $1Ppd from naocnina |
U] I Rt. 2, Box 206, Alderson, WV 24910. LONELY PRISONERS NEED TO HEAR FROM
featuring articles on ' PP el Rl e oo o TRADITION AND REVOLUTION '
MULTINATIONALS 2 ntegrity EPISCOPAL FORUM—the nayghty.  side contact and encourage : rt Laws, RE . !
’ sassy voice of literate street queers, faggots fillex 135-587, and George Burton, 133-335, Box 787, IN VIETNAM by Nguyen Khac Vien. |
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF S,E, ASIA WHAT ABOUT AMER—IC_A_S WAR with the Holy Ghost, sgsmrsgnd fathers claiming Lucasville, OH 45648; Donald Evans, 141-975, Box " Vietn & to li al |
U,S, FOREIGN POLICY RES[STERS Mr. A again our own children, joint heirs with J esus 69, London, OH 43140. T.he e tgiliforas Te |
i published every other month b » r. mhassador? Christ, preaching the religion of disrespectability ) peo;_)le. —Helen. B. Lamb; The
i i i ; right at the foot of the cross, the meek inheriting Student and working people’s newspaper looking Nation. Indochina Resource Center. |
PACIFIC STUDIES CENTER the earth. . - Sample issue, $1, 10issues for $10, for Writ{ers to donatle_ eature ag!des‘i_garﬂon?. and $2.65. .
1963 University Ave. L 1 from 701 Orange St., #6, Ft, Valley, GA 31030. poetry from a socialist perspective. The Martlet,
East Palo Alto, CA o it Ty Tasa REEOR oUTAte /o ke Natings. e Fard Aounvation s Chapters in 33 cities. Room 108, Students Union Building, University of WOMEN OF VIETNAM by Arlene
94303 5 rosisted the Vietnom War. SAFE RETURN Amnesty Commitiee has been working for uni- y | . : VictoriaiVittoria, BC. Canuda; Fisen Bergman. The. story of
vorsal smnesty for the past{our yoars. Its Campaign 100 Is a grass-roots approsch to winning EMPIRE: A Bicentennial Appraisal, by Richard : A i e
a broad Congressional sipport for universal mnesty, Krooth, $1.50 from Harvest Publishers, 907 Santa SEMINARIAN, MAY ‘76 GRADUATE, seeks op- women’s liberation in Vietham, north
b WRITE for information and to join Campalgn 1001 , Barbara St., Santa Barbara, CA 93101. portunity in migrant ministry and/or community and south, ancient and modem.
institutional: $18.00 1 organization and ministry in an urban setting. Ex-
’ perienced in both areas. Reply to: David Toomey, Peoples Press. $2.95.
L IMEIIER IR e e -=5 Yen HUEe L ks 1100 South Goodman St,, Rochester, NY 14620, 1
: WORLD'S Most Outspoken Publication, Natura 3 v , . ) !
| el ?::F:f?h.ﬁf:‘u 1010 H Health, Healing, Organic Gardening, Free Copy. 716-271-9439. .OF U COUBAGE' Bgautlfully
| Now York, N.Y. 10010 i Provoker Press, St, Catharines 135, Ontario. L2R NISC illustrated cou?qtlon Of Vietnamese
! ! | 7C9. J poetry. Indochina Mobile Education
i .y : -
|' CAMBODIA: THE POLITICS OF FOOD. Feb/Mar  BUY" CCENTENN'(;\L,Rggifnf'e'ggr?'ﬁgszt‘i’(‘)’:ft T 5 |
! Indochina Chronicle, 75¢. One-year subscription Snamyecesals ey hi ; INDOCHINA CHRONICLE. Journal
I - foved | $10.00, low income rate $6.00. Indochina Resource Peoples Bicentennial Commission, Washington, q
B S T e e e e e 4 Center, PO Box 4000.D, Berkeley, CA 94704. - DC 20036. of the Indochina Resource Center.
! ' ; RILSIEAE l ot finfation: R Recent issues: The Nixon-Kissinger
1.5 E.—Cure unemployment/infiation. Recovery 3 y L 2
h : thru Interest Subsidy Economics. One page 50¢ Strategy . m_ Vietnam; . Ey ew'mess,‘o
l . PRODUCTS’ -~ (25¢ & SASE) Zeisberg, Rt. 2, Elkton, MD 21921. Revoluﬂﬁ- dA ’?f{a'fggg South Vt;’-
. ‘ nam; and Indochina’s Evacuees in the
%\ NONCOMPETITIVE GAMES forhirnand 115, Sovemitsnmbr o 0P SECRET (e | Unied Stats, Omo-year subseription,
L P ¥ o ) . N
L g ﬂa;ﬁ’g: Fi};fﬁs?a:tl;;z;a%adrkstggﬁtog::{a.rli-‘;ee independent researcher after 6 months of full time $10; special low income rate, $6.
Canada K7H 3Cé. 4 4 4 . iqves_tigation. Entire 6 section documented report is Order from
In Memory of : o v sttt 0 | pocua RESOURCE CaNTER
. ; NEW!! N‘,AILORDER CATALOGUE OF Lefkoff, PO Box 95172, Atlanta, G : 30347 P.0. Box 4000-D Berkeley, CA. 94704
WOMEN'S, LABOR, FOLK AND OTHER POLITI- LI PO s AN ANECONRIAISEIRY. ¥
2 PA U L | CAL RECORDS. Send stamp: Bread and Roses Keep the Feds honest by calling me collect if you .
q 1724 20th St. NW, DC 20009_' 4 don’t receive a response: (404) 633-1195.

RO B E SO N OPPORTUNITIES For those with IBM Composers: We are selling
many fonts we no longer use. Available are: Press ]

Got some skills in layout, darkroom, typesetting, Roman 8 pt. Ital and Med, Theme 10 pt. Med, Ital

/ ‘ i ificati and Bold, Theme 11 pt. Bold, Century 11 pt. Med. TIME RIPTI Wi oo S
1 900-1 976 apnr?;ff:gr:‘;?v‘;:’: Fﬁ?mir:ilttlf;sﬁ:;‘a?:: g?lff(tlf; e b a:d Ital 5 Classified News 6 pt. Med. Call :r write LIFE SUBSC ONS—$100
A B _ t h Collective, a part of the Movement far a New for details. WIN, Box 547, Rifton, NY 12471. : Here’s a way to insure that you’ll
Society, 4722 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. : : : ! never again be bothered by those . r
\ e A A terested in working against Selective y -
ro er ;?,]gfg?%'pizﬂjlﬁesﬁ‘;‘rgfm Eollectyisharget 5:.-\:»?:: registration efforts in Chicago or Iw would-be-humerous WIN renewal
d ‘ Mid-West, contact March 31 Collective Against announcements and at the same time
an lVlentO r _ AVAILABLE — Furnished house, San Francisco. Consciiption [MNf)-;g;“?’;d paateld; st Rlr make a substantial committment to
: View, deck, large kitchen, good books, stereo, nice icago, lll. 60674. ( i the cause of nonviolent social change -
Vi 5, - g - .
] T 0 AI I Wh 0 M 45?}.'Fr0§1 ;‘;%m? :\3,‘;;'5[" (53_‘; Elill:w?rltrl'la. ﬁs‘#fﬂé' :pt. Humanist photographer walnt§ to rli‘t()cument your by supporting WIN Magazine. Suc ‘
| 94110, Ph. 415/285-469, Movement activity. Write, let’s talk. .C. Stock- a demonstration of faith in WIN at
S t I d e el 194622 Aver, Sgribagncisca, d116. this time would mean far more than -
ru e ey POPODLIPEPSENISEGETOTE] PEPSPISTPODOTPOPIO LIS TERIS, ; |
year after year of renewals. Please
gg . Bo o K s f rom w N I 2 consider helping out in this way. |
For Human IN:... § S amW R
; - ! 9
Ri htS ORDER FROM WIN: $ SO )
1 0 ' i
g Thinking Like 2 Woman, by Leah Fritz. .. ....., $325§' ' ‘
Wash Us and Comb Us, by Barbara Deming................ 3 . mvoaa s ol .. $1.50 :
Revolution and Equilibrium, by BarbaraDeming. .. ................ coven. $2.00 8 Monthly OZARKS
Winning Hearts and Minds, Poetry by Viet Vets................ v et 1,05 el e
—The Bec!(ers Walls and Bars, by Eugene Debs., . ...« e e ... paper, $3.50; cloth, $7.50 fis gl
; Norma, Gene and Diane Autobiography of Mother Joneg_ . ......... 500 0 0 L paper, $3.50; cloth, $10.00 $8.00/yr., from LLON.
Drawing by Samuel Kamen, A.W. S. . ' — Pettigrew, Ark. 72752
Remittance must accompany al] orders. _
. WIN/ Dept. CS 2-1/ Box 547 / Rifton, NY 12471 | Living in the OZARKS Newsletter

= SPSPIIEPIDP00005 59 POPPDLOOP PP DI PP IDEDIIOPEOPE PO {

22 WIN

WIN23




Some years ago Nat Hentoff had

- the foresight to announce that
WIN was ‘‘the liveliest publica-
tion ever to come tumbling out
of the peace movement."’

Since then the Whole Earth
Catalog described WIN as ‘‘to-
gether’’ and the Library Journal
characterized our prose as
‘‘crackling with life-loving gai-
ety and hope.’’

Abbie Hoffman pointed out
that “WIN provides valuable

. information to a nationwide
network of freedom fighters'"
and Ed Sanders commented that
he ‘‘reads it and believes it.”
(Now he even writes for it.)

This ‘‘engaging (Boston
Phoenix), “‘influential’’
(Poughkeepsie Journal), ‘‘al-
ways provocative’’ (Boston
Globe) magazine is so. ‘‘highly
recommended’’ (Akwesasne
Notes) because ‘' WIN's special,
issues have often signalled the
beginning of new trends in radi-
cal and liberal thinking’' (Bos-
ton Real Paper).

If you take this opportunity to
subscribe‘ to this ‘‘liveliest

magazine on the left (The Village Voice), we’ll send you your choice of two

fascinating books.

In THE RECANTATION OF GALILEO GALILEI, Eric Bentley portrays Galileo as
a spoiled darling of the Establishment until he fails in his effort to convince his
contemporaries of his view of the Universe. Only then does he rebel, becoming a
scientific and social revolutionary. Dan Berrigan calls it **A brave and skillful play.
It sheds light on the dark spaces of the soul and the even darker spaces of the world.

-

1‘1 People Call
I Us N“ames!'

" There in the century of Galileo and our own, ruffians seek to extinguish the skill and

bravery which are only light.”' This illustrated historical drama, Publisher’s List
Price $3.25, is yours free with a subscription to WIN.

Or, we'll send you WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS. Edited by Larry Rottman,
Jan Barry and Basil T. Paquet, this is ‘‘ngt only a collection of poetry by Vietnam
War veterans, it is’also a test of your humanity.’’ (New York Times Book Review.) It
is **. . .the most eloquent statement of what the war (was) that | have seen.””
(Newsweek.) Publisher’s List Price is $1.95, but it's yours for free if you subscribe
now.

If you already subscribe, why not renew now, or send a gift sub to a friend, or
better yet, lots of friends? For every sub ordered, we’'ll send you a book, and on .
every gift, we'll send the recipient an attractive gift card in your name. Such a deal!

: J

Enclosedis$ ____ for subscriptions to WIN, at $11 per year. Please send me
(a) copy (copies) of: (one for each sub ordered)

[JRecantation of Galileo Galilei

[J1Winning Hearts and Minds (1-76-3 DE)

[1Skip the books. Enclosed is $6.00 for a six-month sub to get my feet wet.
My Name:
Address:

Zip:

Please send a gift card signed:

and send a sub to:

Name:;

Address:

Zip:

Use a separate piece of paper for additional gift subscriptions.

WIN / Box 547/ Rifton, NY 12471

PEACE

LITERATURE

CIA’S SECRET WAR IN
ANGOLA. A report by the Center
for National Security Studiés giv-
ing all the facts and background
you’d like to kinow about U.S. in-
volvement. 12pp............ 50¢

FINALLY OUT IN PAPER-

BACK —MORE POWER THAN
WE KNOW. Dave Dellinger’s
book on movement tactics, past
and future. 326 pp.. .. ... $3.95

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF POWER.
Ronald Sampson answers in de-
tail: ““What price do we pay,
politically and morally once we let
ourselves be'controlled.’” 247 pp.

J $1.95

PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST:
REFLECTIONS ON JUSTICE
AND NATIONHOOD. A collection
of essays on the Middle East by
Noam Chomsky. 320 pp.....$2.25

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL by E.F.
Schumacher. A convincing
treatise on the necessity of de-
centralization and an economic
system on a human scale. 290 pp.

WITH THE CONTINENTAL
WALK ABOUT TO SET OFF,
WIN READERS MIGHT BE IN-

The WALK buttons

The WALK bumper sticker. . . 50¢
The WALK poster. ... ... ... 50¢
The WALK manual. .. ... ...

$2.45

25¢ apiece, $12 per 100.

To: WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE
339 Lafayette Street
New York, NY 10012

O I'enclose: '
$ —__for items checked.

O I enclose:
$_______ contribution to
the WRL.

NAME
ADDRESS

ZIP

A




