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LETTERS

I would hate to think WIN is losing, of
all things, its sense of humor, but the review
by Martha Thomases [WIN, 10/4/73] of the
Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs ““tennis”
match makes me wonder, for it does appear
to take the matter seriously. Surely we
have to realize that women'’s liberation con-
cerns were not involved in any way except
as a butt of laughter, in a spectacle designed
to make lots of money for the “‘contestants”
regardless of sex. It worked. Picture Billie
Jean King and Bobby Riggs, now off camera,
skipping along hand in hand and laughing,
as the saying goes, all the way to the bank.

Women'’s causes have a reputation for
being defended humorlessly, but I do hope
this is just a lapse, and not part of a new
tone, in WIN of all places.

KARL V. TEETER
Cambridge, Mass.

Billie Jean King’s triumph over Bobby
Riggs was important to the feminist move-
ment in sevéral ways. For one thing, it was
one of the first examples of feminine equal-
ity (or supremacy) in athletics, an arena in
which men have always claimed superiority
because of greater strength and speed. Billie
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Jean’s age advantage of 26 years isn’t im-
portant in this regard, for in tennis circles
it’s previously been almost axiomatic that
ANY ranking man, a Junior of 15, or a vet-
eran of 60, could beat the best woman play-
er in the world. Furthermore, Bobby Riggs,
at his prime, was one of the finest players
who ever lived. Jack Kramer, rated by many
as the greatest, places Riggs in the top 10. I
saw Riggs play Don Budge in their first
tour after the Second World War, and will
never forget Budge’s comment to Riggs,
“You're a great player, boy!” as an unbe-
lievable backhand passing shot down the
line answered one of Budge’s sallies to the
net. 1

In addition, Billie Jean beat Riggs with a
man’s game, pressure tennis, emphasizing
the serve, volley and overhead. Only the
best players in superb physical condition
can adopt a strategy based on winning points
by outright placements, rather than trying
to coax the opponent into errors. Billie
Jean demolished Riggs in 1973 the way Jack
Kramer dethroned him for the professional
title in 1950, with sustained, accurate power.
Kramer is one of the most influential people
in tennis, and an oppenent of equality for
women players. He saw the match, and

couldn’t help but have been impressed.

The success of a woman in‘this way
couldn't have occurred in 2 more important
sport than tennis, for tennis is a very de-
manding game, taxing the player’s skill, con-
centration and stamina beyond most sports,
a traditional sport of the “elite”, and per-
haps this country’s fastest growing partici-
pant sport. The match was able to attract
the attention it did partly because great
numbers of people in politics, business, the
military (good or bad?), and entertainment
play tennis. Billie Jean made the feminist
point devastatingly to an audience that us-
ually is remote from MS., and other radical
and liberal publications.

The amount of money involved is also
important. Billiec Jean is supposed to have
cleared $200,000 outright for the match,
and her final earnings including endorse-
ments and other side benefits, may bring
her income for it to more than half a million
dollars. In a way, it is disgusting that any-
one could make that much money for two
hours playing a game. On the other hand,
the amount places Billie Jean above such
athletes as golfer Jack Nicklaus, basketball
player Jerry West, or pitcher Tom Seaver in
yearly earnings. This will benefit every wo-

man who tries to gain equal pay for equal
work in comparison with men, not only in
athletics but in all professions and jobs.

I wanted Billie Jean to win, but didn’t
expect her to, having seen Riggs at his prime
and in his victory over Margaret Court. Per-
haps as impressive to me as her victory was
Rosemary Casals® exact ‘prediction of the
6-4, 6-3, 6-3 'score. Rosemary, granddaugh-
tet of the world famed cellist, Pablo Casals,
and a ranking professional tennis player,
was one of the ABC commentators for the
match. I doubt that any man commentator
has ever predicted that accurately the out-

come of a five set match. -
BRADFORD LYTTLE
New York, NY

Just a brief word on David McReynold’s
comments at the WRL Conference (WIN 7 §
9/6/73). While Dave is “weary of confusing
the concept of nonviolent revolution with
organic foods and compost heaps,” I am
equally weary of talk of organizing bureau-
cratic mass movements to “seize power.”

A significant change has occured in the
past twenty years in the way in which this
nation feeds itself. Food production has be-
come a centralized corporate enterprise,
with the predictable sacrifice of quality for
profit. This centralized effort has also made
possible a very extensive exploitation of
third world countries. People have the op-
portunity through backyard gardens and
compost heaps to “seize the means of pro-
duction,” and weaken our dependence on
the plastic foods industry. While this oppor-
tunity certainly doesn’t exist for everyone,
the majority of our population lives in rural,

suburban, and urban areas that offer these

opportunities.

" Admittedly eating organic food and
building compost heaps will not, in and of
itself, provide radical social change. How-
ever | feel decentralizing food production to,
its maximum extent will allow us to regain
control of this important area of our lives.

I don’t want to take over General Mills, I
want to disperse food production to the
lowest level where it can be maintained
with 2 minimum of administrative overhead.
To regain control of our lives requires es-
caping our dependence on those forces we
are contesting. I feel living simply provides
a means to achieve this physical liberation.
While organic foods have little impact on the
Blacks in Bedford-Stuyvesant, I suspect fifty
yeafs of socialist rhetoric has provided little
more. ROBERT BRUCE
Denver, Colo.

From the WRL Conference comments,
[WIN, 9/6/73] it seems there has been some
criticism, through lack of understanding, of
those whose revolutionary commitment has
led to rural residence for purposes of organ-
ic growing. Hopefully this brief comment
will contribute to greater mutual support.
CHOOSE ORGANIC ALTERNATIVES,

Revolution/Liberation on each continent
is led by those whose HOME it is. And we
support one another to the extent that we
have energy to share; this strength comes
from home. Guided by those who’ve been
at home with “North America’’since long

before the colonial name, and by those
who've been brought home here by such
guidance, we learn that a movement of all
people—not only humans—is historically in
-tune with out struggle for peace and free-
dom. BILL CURRY
& Saskatoon, Sask.

Punishment is a rotten teacher, Leah Fritz
tells us. Anyone disagree? She says she de-
nies herself the ease of hatred. Yet she in-
dulges a fantasy of violence. She envisions
good women spanking the Seats of Power.
[WIN, 9/13/73]
Can any reprimand be free of punish-

ment or hatred or both?

—DALE WHARTON

Montreal, Quebec

The fascist prisoncrats here are making
a last effort to isolate those of us who are in
struggle against S.T.A.R.T.

People, one of the most diabolical so-
called “Behavior Modification™ techniques
is to isolate or cut off all emotional ties, all
avenues of any supportive communities, to
be candid, to systematically destroy and
withhold our mail!

This is happening more openly now! The
rieo-Nazicratic functionaries here realizing
the extent and strength of our support have
now subjected us to some so-called censor-
ship rules, that suddenly have appeared just
recently!

Recently they have been returning letters
and newspapers to us back to you stamped
unclaimed on them. Do not be decieved,
people, or discouraged. Do not stop writing
and sending us your letters and newspapers!

People, show your solidarity & support
again by doing the following; write letters
of protest to Norman Carlson, director of
U.S. Bureau of Prisons, Dept. of Justice,
Wash. D.C. 20037, requesting that he discon-
tinue the censorship and that he removes the
S.T.A.R.T. Brothers, William Ruiz, Forrest
Gustave & myself from the program!

2) Letters written to DA P.J. Ciccone, War-

den U.S. Medical Center for federal prisoners,

Springfield, Mo. 65802.

3) Letters to Congresspersons, Bernie Sisk,

John Conyers, Charles Rangel & Louis Stokes,

at U.S. Congress, House of Representatives,

Wash. D.C. 20515 asking them to iritercede

in our behalf, requesting we be transferred

from the S.T.A.R.T. Program.

4) Letters written to U.S, District Court

Judge Oliver, Southern District, Springfield,

Mo. 65801, requesting him to rule in our,

favor.

5) That all members of the radical news

media reading this pass it along for others to

print and print it themselves in whatever

papers they may work on.

6) That any people having high standing in

large movement groups reading this, organize

a protest such as picketing or other types of

support in our behalf.

7) That any people doing any of the above

contact me at the address below, advising

me of such.

8) And that letters of support be written

to all the above prisoners at the same address.

GERALD WILSON, 19481-175

PO Box 4000, Springfield, MO 65802
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BY DAVID McREYNOLDS

ln the October 11 issue of WIN Allen Young discussed
the fatal beating of Jeremiah Lynch, 21, in Boston,
viewed it as a typical story of a murderous attack on
gays by the straight community, and then raised the
question of nonviolence and gays.

| have stayed pretty much out of the gay liberation
discussion after my article in WIN November 15, 1969.

For one thing | did not want to become identified as
gay liberation's gift to the pacifist movement. Perhaps
| am simply too old to fully identify as a “'gay’’—a
term that in my youth was synonymous with weak-
ness and escape from social struggle. But also | think
peoplie should be judged in terms of themselves and
what they say and do, not in terms of the color of
their skin or their sexual orientation. Blacks within the
movement must find themselves in the same danger of
being swallowed up in darkness, so to speak; being
called on and looked to for special insights on that
problem when, important as racism is to any racial mi-
nority, the black intellectual does, sometimes, want to
discuss Vietnam, the Middle East, or Nixon without
turning that discussion into a mini-symposium on
“what it is to be a Black American”’. Another reason
for my silence has been simply a lack of anything im- -
portant to say that wasn't being said better than |
could say it by people like Allen Young and a host of
other militant young homosexuals.

But | write now because Allen has raised two im-
portant problems in his piece, and | think he has ac-
cidentally fallen into the trap of accepting sex roles as
defined by society. He asks, first, how homosexuals
can defend themselves, whether violence is proper,
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GAYS AND
- NONVIOLENCE
~-PART II

a response
to Allen Young

and, if they can't use violence easily—and Allen admits
he feels he can’t, that he never took a karate class, has
sold his .22 rifle, etc.—then what do they do to defend
themselves and their right to community. Second, he
said that *“. . . it is no coincidence that gay people have
always had a leading role in the pacifist movement,”
and then named three individuals, including myself,
who have played such a role.

Taking that last point first, | think one might also 3
say “. .. it is no coincidence that gay people have al- *
ways had a leading role in the church. . . in the school
system. . . in the sports world. . . etc.”. What Allen
has done, unwittingly, is to accept the social concept
that pacifists must be a little queer. [ believe there
are as many gay priests as there are gay pacifist bureau-
crats; as many gay military men as gay peace leaders.
The difference—and it is a crucial one—is that the paci-
fist movement is inherently permissive and supportive
of the deviant personality. (I use “deviant” herein a
very open way, not as a term of attack.) The pacifist
begins with the assumption that every person is unique
has special value, and:must be considered.as an individ-
ual to be respected. Others—including Marxists—tend
to think in terms of a social norm and to measure peo-
ple by how closely they fit that norm. (*‘Frank’s O.K.
but his wife is a little screwy—writes poetry and all
that crap”. .. “John’s really weird, like | meanhe's
into cooking, for Christ’s sake’'. . . “You know what |
heard about Eve, she’s going to darce classes!”. . .
“You might think he was really a crackpot when you
first meet him, he’s got a beard, but if you just get to

know him, he's a pretty regular guy”. . . “She's got a
great face and body but she is kooky as hell—always
wants to talk philosophy and Eastern religion”’).

In our society individuals are judged by how well
they fit the collective pattern even though the secret
is that no one fits the pattern. (‘‘Jesus Christ was |
shocked when | read about it in the paper! 1 mean he

works in my office for Gods' sake, and therg is this
big shot of him being arrested in front of the draft
board! | mean, he must be nuts or something.”’)

The pacifist doesn't have a pattern. We expect peo-
ple to be responsible to themselves—and to others—but
not to fit into a pattern. We like some individuals and
dislike others (or, as Igal is wont to say, “Thank God
we only have to love everyone—it would be impossible
if we had to like them’) but not on the basis of beads,
beards, barefeet, or braless breasts.

The key is that while other graups may tolerate,
the pacifist movement accepts. And therefore some-
one like myself may beé able to *‘surface” sexually
without being fired, while in other parts of the society
the price of openness is repression. (“You know what
| mean, | mean I'd like to see him stay on as pastor,
but it is really asking too much of the congregation. |
mean, there are the young boys and e was running
the youth program. | mean, you know, we all admire
his courage tremendously in admitting he was gay—or
whatever term they use—but you can’t, you just can't,

have a queer as pastor in charge of the youth program”’).

To list three homosexuals active in the pacifist
movement and to note this is ““no coincidence” is also
something close to the old gay defense of gayness,
which was a kind of litany: Whitman, Auden, Ginsberg,
et al, and forgetting Eliot, Pound, e.e.cummings, Ken-
neth Patchen and William Carlos Williams—who were
not homosexual. | prefer to take the position that
homosexuality needs no defense; that if it felt right
for me it wouldn’t matter if there were only two of us
in the world, it would still be all right. | don’t need to
know who in the peace movement, or the church, or
anywhere else might be homosexual. And what, inci-
dentally, of A.]. Muste, Ralph DiGia, Jim Peck, Brad
Lyttle, Jim Forest—or Irma Zigas, Lynne Shatzkin
Coffin, Margie Rece, and Norma Becker? They aren't
(so far as | know) gay and is it any coincidence that
they are in the peace movement?

So my first rambling point is simply that pacifists
are permissive and supportive and make it possible for
people to conduct their “search for selfness” in a pub-
lic way, so long as it is not genuinely destructive to
“them or to the group.

My second point is that gayness and violence have
no link, either positive or negative. In our society gay-
ness has always been associated with a shift insex
roles so that someone who is gay is considered (and
usually feels) less masculine or less feminine than
their sex would indicate. That is, the male who is
perfectly able to engage in violence may feel, once he
has come out into the homosexual world, that a direct
violent response is no longer appropriate to his “new"’
role. This is too bad, because nothing has really
changed at all. There is plenty of violence in the gay
world anyway and it might be healthy if more of it
saw the light of day. It is true also that in our society
men may be driven toward a homosexual pattern start-
ing at the other end: that is, because they fail to meet
the normal definition of male, i.e., they do not like to
fight, avoid physical conflict, etc., they may be made
to feel like sissies and accept that definition as valid
and move from there to homosexuality. But in other
societies homosexuals have played quite different roles.
In Athens, the legendary Atlantis of the homosexual
psyche, men fought quite bravely, often alongside
their lovers. In Germany, Hitler depended on the
homosexually-led Brown Shirts to bring him to power.

_to get up the steps. It was both funny and sad but fi- !

Allen, working from his own distaste for violence

(which | share) assumes that only a minority of gays
enjoy violence, that by and large “it is no coincidence"’
that some pacifist leaders are openly homosexual. |
suggest it is really entirely coincidence, that the indi-
vidual homosexual is just as likely to be violent as any- .
one else. (One interesting example of this occurred at
the Gay Liberation March and Rally this year. | had
gone over to Washington Square to find Morris Knight <
and have a drink with him before he went back to * -
California—and to urge him to get to Asilomar, which

he did. While looking for Morris | watched an insane
confrontation between a street transvestite named—|
think—Sylvia and the gay bodyguards for the speaker’s ,
platform. Sylvia wanted to get on the platform to

make a speech and the arrangements committee was
having none of it. In all her finery Sylvia kept trying

nally in a blaze of anger turned nasty. Sylvia, outraged
when the guards pushed her back, finally tore open
her blouse, ripped out the fake breasts, and screamed
“|.don’t know about you, sister, but I'm a man, I'ma
man, and I'll fight you mother fucking bitches to get
on that platform. You want to fight? O.K., baby,
fight!” She finally, thanks partly to Morris’ interven-
tion, was allowed on the platform, wounded, bedrag-
gled and pathetic, to scream out at the audience her
own lonely alienation and anger. Truly a victim of
the sex wat, in this case a war within her/his self.)

But finally | think pacifists are pacifists and reject
violence not because they are any more or less homo-
sexual than anyone else, but because from somewhere
in a violent society they have tapped a hidden well
and found the strength to believe in themselves; to
see themselves in others, and others in themselves. |s
there evil loose? Then it is in me, also. Is there good-
ness, truly? Then it must exist in others too. Have |
been hurt? Then others can be hurt as well. Why am
| crying when someone else is hurt? Why does my .
mother weep when | break my arm? How complex
we are, how bound to each other. And it is at this
point, simply because it seems obvious, seems the hu-
man (not gay, not macho, not normal) thing to do
that we become pacifists. For what is the point of
violence if, in inflicting it, | know that | hurt myself
as much as any other? Or more. Or more.

Allen will note that | haven't answered one of his
central questions—how does the homosexual commun-
ity defend itself—because | have no answer. On the
evidence, people who have guns are more often mur-
dered than those who don't. And on the evidence we
know there are times when there are no defenses that
work except, perhaps, running: - The point is that I'am
pretty convinced violence is not the answer and so," *
baffled like Allen, | have to stumble along without
false hopes or illusions that karate or a .22 rifle will
guard me from death. In the end, nothing will guard -
me from death. The problem with violence is that it
may guard me from life which, while | have it, is all
that is truly worth having. And the paradox remains:
to find that sense of life, | may have to risk losing it.

It is an ancient paradox. Like all paradoxes the an-
swer lies in reality, not in print.

David McReynolds is a WIN fellow traveler and au-
thor of the book WE HAVE BEEN INVADED BY
THE 21st CENTURY.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

BY LANCE BELVILLE

The horror stories get bigger and bloodier as the days
go by. Thousands rounded up and herded into soccer
stadiums around Santiago. For many the stadiums be-
came torture chambers and death camps. The rumors
of the murder count were whispered everywhere. At
this writing the Junta which took power in Chile last
month admits to around 400. But Newsweek’s John
Barnes slipped into a Santiago morgue twice and
learned the body count processed through that sad
place up to September25th: 2,796! The score from
the Chilean countryside can only be guessed at, Al-
leged eye-witnesses tell of helicopters dumping bodies
into the sea. Chile, Latin America’s land of hope has .
become the Indonesia of this decade. The comparison
is an apt one: Reportedly the Chilean officers call
their post-coup consolidation campaign “‘Operation
Jakarta' an obvious reference to the 1965 massacre

in Indonesia of an estimated half million so-called
Chinese Line Communists. So much for the future in
Latin America.
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Reading the horror stories coming out of Chile dai-
ly, the inevitable question pops up: What can / do?
Well we (meaning our government) already did plenty.
In 1971 and 1972 we gave $30 million in military aid,
arms, credit for arms purchases and military assistance
to that military which prior to September 11th was
thought of as Latin America’s most democratic. Dur-
ing that period we trained 4,374 of those professional,
democratic-institution-loving Chilean officers. And of
course, that’s just the tip of the well-known iceberg.
What our CIA and our businesses have been doing
down there over the past few years would probably
make the skin crawl. .

Although Allende is gone, Chile is still a poor coun-
try in bad economic trouble. The fat underside of the
military-run governmental belly is economics, world
public opinion and especially public opinion here in
the United States. Our generals and our businessmen
helped their generals get where they are. And their .
generals will need our money, public and private, to
stay where they are. Here is where all of us come in.
Here is where the buck stops. With effort we all can
have a very definite part in staying the executioners’
hands in Chile. So here are a few suggestions of what

can be done. 4

First you can write, telegraph and call Chilean au-
thorities, world organizations and individualsand
branches of the U.S. government. The following is a
suggested list of names and addresses. |f you live in a
city with a Chilean consulate you might shoot them
off a letter as well. If not, here are a few places you
might write:
Sarshugianuohet, prestaet

1736 Mass. Ave. N.W,
Washlington, DC 20036

General Oscar Bonilla, Interior Minister
Santiago, Chile b

Dr. Galo Plaza, Secretary General of the O.A.S.
17th St. & Constitution Ave. N.W.
Washlington, DC 20006

-Kurt Waldhelm, Secretary General -
‘United Nations Bullding
New York, NY 10017

Edward F, Kennedy, Chairman
Senate Sub-Committee on Refugees
Washington, DC

Willlam Fuibright, Chalrman
Senate Forelgn Relations Committee
Washington, DC -

Thomas Morgan, Chairman

House Committee on Foreign Affairs
The House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Aga Khan, Hlgh Commissioner on Refugees
The United Natlons Building
New York, NY 10017

Dr. Henry Kissenger, Sec. of State
State Department Building
Washington, DC

In writing and telegraphing these people you might
want to bring up the case of political exiles as well as
the general, barbaric situation in Chile. The lives of
many political exiles in Chile are in immediate danger
either from the Chilean junta itself or through the
threat of deportation back to their countries of origin.
This is particularly true of the many Brazilian and

‘Haitian political exiles presently stranded in Chile.

There are an estimated 8,000 Brazilian political exiles
in Santiago alone.

If you want to mention specific cases, the follow-
ing is a list provided by the U.S. Committee for Justice
to Latin American Political Prisoners (USLA) of Chil-
eans and Latin American political exiles in Chile whose
lives are in clear and immediate danger either from
éxecution in Chile or deportation back to their home-
lands:

Luls Corvalan, general secretary of Chilean Communist
Party; Pedro Enriquez, iawyer of the Chilean MIR (Movement
of Revolutionary Laftl; Theotonio dos Santos, noted Brazil-
lan political economist; Vanla Banbirra, also a noted Brazil-
lan political economist.

Also Ruy Mauro Marini, Brazilian political scientist; Ernani
mMarla Florl, Brazillan philosopher; Jaime Barrios, economic
advisor to Allende; Alejandro Chilen Rojas, Chilean state
publishing house; and Gustavo Beghaut, Uruguayan director
of Latin American Studies at the Sorbonne,

Also Juan Lechin, Bollvian trade union leader; Eisa Pena
vda, Hernandez, wife of Dominican revolutionist Homero
Hernandez; Anna Napoleon, Haitian political refugee; Julio
Cortazar, Argentine writer; Emma de Torres, wife of former
presiden{ of Bolivia Juan Jose Torres and leader of defense
efforts for Bolivian political prisoners.

Also Hugo Gonzales Moscoso, leader of the Bollvian POR
Combate); Patricio Gussman, Chilean filmaker; Maria Ester

illo, Uruguayan lawyer who defended many Tupamaros;
Guillermo Lora, leader of the Bollvian POR (Masas): Angel
Parra, Chilean s'lnger: Pedro Chaskel, Chilean Filmmaker; and
Ulrick Joly, Haitian political refugee.

USLA draws special attention to the case of Luis Corvalan
who at this writing was about to face the junta's firing squad,

In the midst of all the letter writing and wiring
that | hope you will be doing, don’t forget your own
little old Congressman and Senator. The Chilean Junta
is going to be expecting lots of sheckles from Tio Sam.
The door has already been opened wide for private

corporations to come back and continue grazing. On
September 23rd, General Gustavo Leigh, a junta
member, announced that, “‘we want to give confidence
to the entire world. The doors will open for any for-
eign capital seeking a place in Chile.”” Reports out of
Washington have it that our government is already
studying huge loans to shore up the Chilean economy.
Ask your congressman and senator to vote against any
appropriations for the Chilean regime.

Programs of demonstrations, teach-ins, marches,. -
rallies and other activities are underway all around the
country, especially in New York, Texas, California,
Washington, DC, and Washington State so if your
taste for active participation runs stronger than letter
writing you might check in with the USLA chapter in
your area, While traditionally USLA has been closely
associated with the Trotskyist policies of the Socialist

_Workers Party and the Young Socialist Alliances, in

many places they are the only game in town and can
usually put you in touch with what’s going on in the
area. Although USLA itself is mainly interested in
the problems of political prisoners, they.are acting as
a clearing house for all kinds of political activities re-
lating to Latin America in general and Chile in particu-
lar. Their national office is at 150 Fifth Ave.; room
311, New York, NY 10011. Their phone number is

(212) 691-2880 and their local groups can be reached
through that office. One of their main activities con-
sists of setting up a speakers bureau.

Another clearing house for information and activi-
ties is the Chile Solidarity Committee, located at 244
W. 27 St., New York, NY. Their phone number is
(212) 741-3480. The Solidarity Committee is a coali-
tion of organizations ranging from unions to tradition-
al peace groups to political organizations such as the
Puerto Rican Socialist Party. Founded three weeks
prior to the coup, they are circulating petitions, or-
ganizing a speakers bureau, distributing films about
Chile and sponsoring demonstrations at the UN.

A good source of information about developments
in Chile and elsewhere in Latin America is the North
American Committeé on Latin America (NACLA),
located at PO Box 57, Cathedral Station, New York,
NY 10025, and PO Box 226, Berkeley, CA 94701.
NACLA publishes an excellent periodical, the Latin
American and Empire Report, and has some literature:
specifically on Chile. A new pamphlet on'the mean-
ing of the coup is in preparation. )

And of course there is Amnesty International and
its long standing concern for political prisoners every-
where and of all persuasions. They can be reached at
PO Box 1182, Palo Alto, CA 94302, and 200 W. 72 St.,
New York, NY 10023. -

If | sound overly optimistic about possible re- :
sults in protesting against what is going on in Chile, it
is because | have seen it work time and again in deal-
ing with Latin dictatorships. While it won’t work mir-
acles it can and will improve conditions in the bloodied
prisons and countryside of Chile.

A Chilean slum dweller told the Newsweek reporter
in a recent interview, “They kill whoever they want to
kill. There is nothing, absolutely nothing that we can
do.” Well, there is something we here in the U.S. can
do. And it starts with not giving up. It starts with -
picking up a pen and writing. It starts with us.

Lance Belville was formerly a correspondent for ABC
News stationed in Brazil. Currently he is writing plays
in New York
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MID-EAST
DILEMMA

BY MARTY JEZER

It is difficult for an American—particularly a Jew—to

* understand the latest Arab-Israeli War with any bal-

ance. The media is pro-lsrael’and the American Jewish
Establishment more hawkish and anti-Arab than most
[sraelis. | suspect that much of the sympathy that the
Arabs get from young Jewish leftists has little to do
with the Middle East situation but is a reaction against
the perception of Israel promoted by American Zion-
ists, who dismiss any Palestinian claims to the area. |
know that [ instinctively rebel against hardline Zion-
ism and find myself defending the Palestinian position
when | am in Zionist company. But also | empathize
with the Israelis when | am on my own. On one point
the Zionists are right: the existence of Israel makes
every Jew conscious of his or her Jewishness.

It is difficult to comment on the current war, which
is in its third day as | write this. The Arabs have been
criticized for crossing the Suez during Yom Kippur,
the Jewish high holy day, but Israel drew the first
blood in the ‘67 war and our own George Washington
earned quite a heroic reputation for crossing the Dele-
ware and catching the Hessian soldiers drunk with
Christmas cheer.

Israel will no doubt win another victory and sur-
vive to fight another war. In the past, this seemed to
suit both sides well, The Arab leaders needed a thriv-
ing Israel to serve as “The Enemy’’ and to divert their
own people from demanding domestic reforms. (Re-
pressive nation-states always need an enemy to forestall
political change at home.' That is why the U.S. invent-
ed the Cold War and the Soviet government happily-
took up the bait.) In a similar way, Israel also needed
the threat of Arab aggression. The military is the one
cohesive force in their melting pot and success in war
has kept the Moshe Dayan-Golda Meir party in power.
Moreover, American Jews readily respond. with money
to Israeli war-cries. ’

The Arabs attacked to win back the territories
that Israel had won in the Six Day War. Israeli expan-
sion into this disputed area is clearly provocative.
According to Uri Davis, writing in Peace News, 50 new
Israeli settlements were established since the ‘67 con-
quest and six more are planned for ‘73. Davis also
quotes Moshe Dayan as saying, in 1968, ‘“During the
last 100 years, our people have been undergoing a pro-
cess of building up the country and the nation, of ex-
pansion, of getting more Jews and settlements, and of
colonization in order to expand the borders here. Let
there be no Jew who says that we are near the end of
the road.”

From thousands of miles away, American Zionists
echo this imperial call. Americans hear little of Israeli
dissent or know (or even want to know) that there are
Israelis who want to give the territories back to the
Arabs and who want to return to the original Zionist
vision of a decentralized collectivist commonwealth.
This side, a minority within Israel, is unlikely to gain
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strength as long as Arab and Israeli leaders look
towards a military solution.

Israel also promotes unrest by projecting the con-
cept of |srael as the homeland for world Jewry. The
plight of Soviet Jewry may be authentic and emigra-
tion out of any country is a basic right. But Zionist
propaganda (playing on American anti-Communism)
has blown this issue all out of proportion—again to
rally American support. Latin American exiles strand-
ed in Chile certainly face far greater danger and blacks
in America are prabably as oppressed. But Israel re-
cently refused to accept a group of black Jews who
immigrated from America. Their color could only
cause trouble in Israel where non-European Jews al-
ready face discrimination. Jews from Russia fit more
comfortably into Israeli society and have added propa-
ganda value. _

Meanwhile the Palestinians continue to suffer.
They are the true victims of the Arab-Israeli wars.
Israel offers them no acceptable solution except to -
live as second-class citizens in an alien nation. And
the Arabs need them in limbo the way lIsrael needs
the Russian Jews, for propaganda purposes and as jus-
tification for military preparedness. Moreover the
Palestinian guerrillas seem a fairly pathetic lot. Their
elitism belies their ability to create a popular move-
ment and their particular form of terrorism, against
innocent people thousands of miles from their strug-
gle, strikes me as cowardly and politicallyfutile. But
desperation seems their only recourse.

What can Americans do, especially American Jews
who feel the emotional pressure of the Zionists propa-
ganda and who respond (who cannot help but respond)
in a polarized way, either for or against the existence
of Israel? To accept these polarized views in distant
America is to forget that Israel itself is full of contra-
dictions. Itis possible to support the existence of Is-
rael as a historical fact and still oppose its government’s
arrogant, militaristic and expansionist policies. .And
it should also be possible to oppose the American
Jewish establishment's hardline policy without deny-
ing one’s own sense of Jewishness. Also, since the
Palestinian voice is rarely heard in the United States,
it would be useful to distinguish their problems from
the nationalistic ambitions of reactionary Arab leaders,
and to keep in mind that the military solution favored
by both sides ignores their tragic plight. Lastly, we
should keep a watchful eye on the Nixon administra-
tion and the large oil companies. The politics of oil
are never far beneath the surface of the Middle-East
crises and the future of the Israelis, the Palestinians,
and the Arabs are all secondary to the needs of Amer-
ican Oil.

CONTACT

For more information on this middle and concilia-
tory approach to the Middle-East, contact The Com-
mittee on New Alternatives in the Middle East, 339
Lafayette St., New York, NY 10012. Also, an excel-
lent film that explores the complexities of Israeli life
in a sympathetic but critical way is Claude Lanzmann’s
Israell Why, a French film (in the tradition of Max
Ophuls’s Sorrow & The Pity) that recently premiered
at the New York Film Festival and deserves the widest
possible screening.

Marty Jezer is now working part-time on the WIN staff.

Friday,
tions at the Portuguese Consulates in New York and San Francisco, demandin?]an end to

Portugal's U.S.-financed war in Africa, now In Its 11th year. “Even on this na
le who are struggling for their freedom in Angola, Guinea-Bissau
distributed. “Our demonstration here today

Portugal Is bombing peo

and Mozambique," say tﬂe leaflets which 'were

October 5, Portugal's national holiday was observed by WRL with picket demonstra-

onal holiday,

Is an attem ttoglerca the news blackout regarding this war. It also is an attempt to inform

people of the U.

government’s complicity In
might well be unable to pursue the war withou

the war. Portugal is a nation so poor that it
t the heavy subsidies from the U.S. in pay-

ment for maintaining American air bases on Portuguese territory."

Changes

ONE PORTUGUESE
“MY LAI” CONFIRMED i

The Johannesburg Star, published in
Johannesburg, South Africa, on Sept.
25 reported confirmation of a Portu-
guese massacre in Mozambique on De-
cember 16, 1972.

In a report from Nampula, in cen-
tral Mozambique, the Johannesburg
paper ‘quoted Portuguese sources as
admitting that Black Portuguese mer-
cenaries of the Sixth Commando group
had gunned down about 100 black ci-
vilians at close range in the village of
Wiliamo. According to the sources,
only 20 to 30 survived.

However, the report added, the
sources had no information on a mas-
sacre of 400 villagers reported by Rev.
Adrian Hastings in his July expose in
the London Times (see WIN, July 26,
1973, “Changes”). Following the ex-
pose, newspapermen visited Wiliamo
but saw no evidence of the massacre
other than the fact that the village had
been totally destroyed by fire.

Confirmation of the December 16

massacre came to light early in Septem-

her, the Johannesburg Star explained,

Photo by David McReynolds

after Colonel Armindo Videira, the
Portuguese military governor of Tete
district, where Wiliamo is located, was
ordered to quit. —Jim Peck

CONGRESS OF WORLD
PEACE FORCES TO BE HELD

Delegates from the War Resisters Inter-
national, the International Confedera-
tion for Disarmament and Peace, and
the International Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation plan to issue a call for increased
freedom and dissent within the Soviet
Union and Czechoslovakia when they
gather at the Congress of World Peace
Forces in Moscow, USSR, October
25-31. Representing the WRL at the
Congress will be Grace Paley and WIN
editor Maris Cakars.

The Appeal for Freedom for Dissent
begins by stating that its signers are
“radicals and dissenters from many
countries working actively for a world
free from war, imperialism and all
forms of exploitation and oppression
. ... Some of us have spent time in

prison in our own countries in the
course of these struggles.”

The appeal says that, ‘‘As radicals
our primary commitment is to freedom
and social revolution.in our own cdun-
tries. But we cannot be indifferent to
the fate of dissenters in any country. ..”
It therefore calls for the re ease of polit--
ical prisoners from Soviet jails and.
mental hospitals; freedom of speech
and expression as guaranteed by Arti-
cle 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, for Soviet authors and
artists; an end to the persecution and
harassment of Soviet dissenters Alex-
ander Solzhenitsyn and Andrei Sak-
harov; increased freedom of movement
within the Soviet Union and the right
of emigration; and the release of those
in Czecholsovakia imprisoned for work-
ing for democratic socialism. A num-
ber of people in prison in the Soviet
Union and Czechoslovakia are listed
by name in the appeal. "—Marty Jezer

POT: GOQD FOR TEETH-
BAD FOR HEART

Marijuana smoking may be the latest
weapon in the age-old battle against
tooth decay.

Toronto dentist Dr. Harry Slade re-
ports finding that his patients who puff
away on pot suffer far less from tooth
decay than those who don't.

Dr. Slade says he can always tell -
which of his patients smoke marijuana,
and that when he identifies a smoker
it sometimes alarms them.

The dentist says that what gives _
the smokers away is the fact that they .
have very little food “plaque’ sticking .
to their teeth. “Plaque’ is a food resi- .
due which combines with other chemi-
cals in the mouth to eat away at the
teeth and cause cavities.

Dr. Slade said that potheads have
little or no ““plaque”, but he does not
know why. .

The dentist-said he has treated pa-
tients who developed tooth cavities
only after they had stopped smoking _,
weed for a'few months or more: after = .
they started smoking once again, Dr.
Slade said, their cavity problems quick-
ly improved.

On the other hand, The Journal of
the American Medical Association re-
ports that government researchers be-
lieve that marijuana smoking might be
bad for the heart.

According to JAMA, the medical re-
searchers administered doses of T.H.C.,,
the active ingredient in marijauna, to 7
volunteers, four of whom were previ-
ous pot users.

WIN 11




The three volunteers who had never
smoked pot showed no adverse heart
rates when tested; but the four previ-
ous pot smokers are reported to have
showed ‘‘significant abnormalities” in
heart rate, after receiving T.H.C. injec-
tions.

This study, based on just 7 people,
caused JAMA to suggest that marijuana
smoking might have a cumulative bad
effect on the hearts of heavy pot smok-
ers. —ZNS

WHO WINS MEDALS?

The best way to win the Congressional
Medal of Honor is not necessarily to
be brave in combat, but simply to be
a career military officer. This is the
finding of University of New Mexico
sociologist Joseph Blake, who studied
Congressional Medal winners in the
Korean and Vietnam wars.

Human Behavior magazine reports
that Blake has come up with two dis-
tinct conclusions: He found that mili-
tary officers were more than twice as
likely to win the awards than were low-
ly enlisted men; and he also discovered
that when enlisted men won the award,
they were usually killed in the process.
Officers who won the Congressional
Medal of Honor usually lived to talk
about it, says Blake.

Blake found that only 17% of all
Congressional Medals in Vietnam went
to enlisted men, and that 19 out of
every 20 of these winners were killed
during their heroic acts.

Blake’s study found that only one
in five of the career majors, colonels
and captains who were awarded Amer-
ica’s highest honor were killed during
their heroic act. —ZNS

IS THIS WHAT YOU
MEAN BY SEXISM®

The President of Lebanon recently
pardoned a man who had served only
nine months of a 17 year sentence re-
ceived after having been found guilty
of strangling his 15-year-old daughter
because she “*had flirted with boys.”
The pardon coincided with the Leban-
ese executive’s refusal to recommend
the repeal of Article 562 of the Leban-
ese Penal Code. Article 562 provides
that a man may slay a female relative
whose sexual conduct “dishonors the
family,” even though the conduct may
consist of nothing more than a gesture
of affection toward a male acquain-
tance. The President said that the laws
that defend the “honor of the family”
must be preserved. —Newsline/FPS
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WIN RELEASE OF
CANADIAN BUSTED
HERE ON OLD DRAFT RAP

Gavin Naeve was released without bail
in Burlington, Vermont, October 2—
but only after his case virtually had be-
come an international incident as a con-
sequence of front-page newspaper pub-
licity and sympathetic TV coverage in
Canada. This publicity climaxed the
previous evening when Prime Minister
Trudeau’s first assistant was asked on
TV what official protest action he
planned to take in the Gavin Naeve
case.

The publicity was initiated Septem-
ber 30, by Gavin’s father, Lowell, at
my suggestion. He knew how to go
about it since both he and his wife,
Virginia have been active over the
years on behalf of American war resis-
ters in Canada. | urged him to publi-
cize the case when he phoned to tell
me about it.

Gavin had been busted September
25 upon arrival at Kennedy Airport
from Bermuda, where he is working as
a pastry chef. Basis for the arrest was
an ancient warrant from Vermont,
where the family used to live, charging
him with failure to register for the
draft in 1965. This, despite the fact
that the entire Naeve family emigrated
to Canada—with their landed immigrant
papers—on October 10, 1965, eight
days before Gavin's eighteenth birth-
day. All became full Canadian citizens
five years later, in accordance with the
law.

He was taken before a judge who
demonstrated prejudice by declaring
that the whole Naeve family is ‘“rotten”
(Lowell was a World War 1l CO—in
Danbury with me). This judge set bail
at the fantastic sum of $50,000, which
brought an objection even from the
court-appointed attorney named to de-
fend him. So, the final bail figure was
$10,000—still excessive—and Gavin
was confined to the federal house of
detention on West Street in New York.

The morning after Lowell’s call, |
phoned my friend, Mel Wulf, chief
counse! for ACLU and he immediately
assigned Burt Neuborn to the case. It
was Friday and | wanted to get Gavin
out before the weekend—he already
had been in jail since Monday. New-
born told me that if | got together
$1,000 cash, | could put up what is
called a personal recognizance bond. |
went down to court with the money
only to find that Gavin’s was a surety
baif and therefore the cash was unac-
ceptable. | called Neuborn who said

could go down and put up the $1,000.
Since it was Rosh Hashanah, the attor-
ney was not in his office and when
Newborn finally located him, he re-
fused to OK my putting up the cash.
Newborn then was prepared to go
to court Monday and ask for reduction
in bail. But early Monday morning,
Gavin was transferred to Vermont. He
had been slated to go to Brattleboro
but meanwhile, the tidal wave of pub-
licity broke in Canada and the U.S.
authorities apparently decided to'get
Gavin out at the earliest possible mo-
ment. So, they took him, instead, to
Burlington where the federal court for
Vermont happened to be sitting (the
federal court in that state rotates from
city to city) and released him without
bail. The sole requisite was that his
sister, living in Brattleboro, sign for
him. But Gavin was on the street even
before she arrived in Burlington to
sign the paper. —Jim Peck

NO TAKERS

In Fall River, Massachusetts, Army re-
cruiters ran an advertisement offering
a bonus to any young man who signed
up for four years in the infantry, artil-
lery, or armored branches. The bonus
of $1,500 appeared in the newspaper
as $15,000, due to a typographical er-
ror. But in spite of this handsome of-
fer there was not one response to the
advertisement, although unemploy-
ment in the area stands at 7.2 per cent,
far above the national average. Resis-
tance to the military life, demonstrated
by this example, is so strong that since
the draft ended the Army has fallen
about 2,000 men short of each month-.
ly enlistment goal.

—from press dispatches

PRAY-IN PROTESTERS
SENTENCED

Seven persons, including two Peace
Center staff members, were sentenced
September 26 for praying at the White
House on August 9 to protest bombing
of Cambodia. [WIN, 8/2/73]

D.C. Superior Court Judge Edmond
T. Daly gave the four men and three
women a choice: five days in jail, one
year’s probation vowing to break no
law any way under any jurisdiction,
or $25 fine. Of the Peace Center staff,
Rodger Whitehead chose to go to jail.
Lucy Witt paid the fine.

Those who chose to go to jail felt
that paying a fine was cooperating
with the system and that this was in-

he would try to contact the prosecuting consistent with their witness.

attorney and if the latter OKd it, |

—Washington Peace Center Newsletter

Woodcut of woman by [rene Peslikls/WOMEN & ART/LNS
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COMBAT IN THE EROGENOUS ZONES
Ingrid Bengis
Knopf Press

When | was in New York for a weekend in January, | was
staying with a friend, Jill. We spent Saturday night with
two men that she knew, her boyfriend and his roommate.
We caroused around the city until three in the morning, as
one does in New York, and at that hour we found ourselves
in Jill’s apartment, exhausted. The men didn't want to do
the subways at that hour, so Jill said they could stay. Jill
and | changed into pajamas, and everyone found a soft
place to sleep. In the morning | woke up to find the room-
mate fucking me (note to staff: if you can find a better
word, use it, but [ can’t think of a single euphemism that is
as blunt). | was too sleepy and scared and fascinated at his
nerve to get up and lock myself in the bathroom, the logical
thing to do. Instead, | was completely passive and watched
it happen to me.

Ingrid Bengis lives in New York City, and had some ex-
periences that are similar to this. She has been followed
down the streets when she just wanted a quiet walk, she has
ridden in subways where men expose themselves and handle
her. She has travelled all over the country, and to Europe,
and knows that these things are not confined to New York.
It is part of the general assumption by the male population
that all 2 woman really wants is a man, any man, and that

she will be so thrilled to get a man that i fias to but take
her. Some men are more blatant about their expectations
than others, but | believe that most of them believe this.

Ms. Bengis, however, knows that there are other needs.
One needs to be able to take a calming walk alorie occasion-
ally. One needs the freedom to move. Orie needs the freé-
dom to love. So she has written a book about her experi-
ences, and what she has learned from them, and what they
have made her. There are three sections: Man-hating, Les-
bianism, and Loving. In ways these titles are misleading.
Yes Ms. Bengis hates men, hates them for giving a running
critique of her body every time she walks past a construc-
tion site, hates them for using her vulnerability against her
when she is in love, hates them for making assumptions
about her. Yes, she has had women lovers. But she finds
herself drawn to men while hating them, not fulfilled by
women while loving and trusting them. As she says, there
are no simple generalizations. Especially none that can be
applied to individuals, including the ones [’ve made in this
article.

Perhaps the best thing about the book is its complete
lack of rhetoric or dogma. She does not éxpound for pages
on the virtues of gay or straight love, she talks about peo-
ple she has cared for. She does not talk about oppression
and society, she talks about her frustration at not being
able to hitchhike alone or take a walk to clear her head at
the end of the day. In other words, she discusses specifics,
from her own life. Sometimes, she even daies to admit that
she believes something that isn’t fashionable. Multiple re--
lationships may be fine for some, she says, but | want the
intensity and commitment that come from just one person
at a time. Free love, she says, may help some people, but
until | find someone who can meet my needs, 1'd prefer to
remain celibate. She even suggests that it is all right, maybe
necessary, to make demands on someone you love if that is
what you need.

1 want to recommend this book, make it required read-
ing for anyone who wants any kind of self awareness, yet
I’'m afraid that my enthusiasm may be influenced by the
similarities in my experiences and Ms Bengis’. When she -
talks about sitting and waiting for a phene call and hating
herself for it, | squirm with recognition. When she talks
about struggling to be taken seriously while men are natur-
ally assumed to be serious, | get angry with her. And when
she talks about how sex has become a battleground, | cry,
with her, | assume | react this way because | have felt this
way before | read this book. Maybe it won't affect you as
strongly if you haven't.

Combat in the Erogenous Zone is not a pleasant book to
read. There are no funny parts without sadness underneath.
It is the record of the destruction of one woman's ideals,
and her attempts to put them together again in a way that
will work. R —Martha Thomases

Martha Thomases works with Coming Out, @ women's
paper, from which this review is repr/‘rited.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE

Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Avon Books (paperback) $1.50

Gypsies with “scientific instruments:’’ magnets, a tele-
scope, ice. A man who makes his own sextant and calcu-
lates (fong after Europe knew it) that the earth is round;
who, finding that it makes no difference, gocs on with his
alchemy experiments, and ends up tied to a tree speaking a
language that turns out to be Latin. Remedios the Beauty,
the cause of four deaths simply becasue of her beauty, so un-
conscious, so natural. Too fine for simple dying she rises,
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unannounced, into the sky. The rains, for years, brought
on by the foreign owners of the rubber plantation, in retali-
ation for a strike. The Colonel who starts more than 50
wars and loses alt of them. The ants, the animals, the
ghosts, the people. So much here, so fine, so wonderfully
balanced; One Hundred Years of Solitude is an an astound-
ing book. 2

Reality and fantasy, past and future inhabit this novel
on equal terms, distinctions between them are false. Life,
for the population of Macondo, is what happens to the soul.
If you spend most of your time with ghosts, you get to
know ghosts, that’s all.

Its setting is South America; a village, Macondo; a fami-
ly, Buendia. It is an allegory, a manifesto, a surreal history.
The language flows like time: through jungle, through rain,
through every corner of life. (*“Time also stumbles, trips in
the center of the room.”)

Ursula had to make a great effort to fulfill her promise to
die when it cleared. The waves of lucidity that were so rare
during the rains became more frequent after August, when
an arid wind began to blow and suffocated the rose bushes
and petrified the piles of mud, and ended up scattering
over Macondo the burning dust that covered the rusted zinc
roofs and the age-old almond trees forever. Ursula cried in
lamentation when she discovered that for more than three
years she had been a plaything for the children. She
washed her painted face, took off the strips of brightly
colored cloth, the dried lizards and frogs, and the rosaries
and old arab necRlaces that they had hung all over her body,
and for the first time since the death of Amaranta she got
up out of bed without any ones help. . . . Those who no-
ticed her stumbling and who bumped into the archangelic
arm she kept raised at head level thought that she was hav-
ing trouble with her body, but they still did not think she
was blind. :

Some more facts: the book was first published in Ar-
gentina in 1967. The translation by Gregory Rabassa is, |
understand, excellent. It is 383 pages long, and | wish it
had been longer. —Van Zwisohn

Van Zwisohn is a member of the WRL Executive Committee,

THE AMNESTY OF JOHN DAVID HERNDON
James Reston, Jr. ‘

New York: McGraw-Hill, 1973

146 pages, hardcover, $5.95

Probably the most misunderstood of America's young are
its Vietnam exiles. Not even the resisters who went to pris-
on, or the veterans who returned to tell of the war’s atroci-
ties, have been the objects of such vicious and unremitting
slander.

Save for their drastic rejection of the war, there is little
that typifies the draft dodgers and deserters abroad. They
acted, of course, with mixed motives. Yet the best and the
worst of them are lumped together as traitors by a hostile
public. Again, the delusions of the old continue to haunt
the young.

Ignored in the debate is the sizable minority of exiles .
who are veterans of Vietnam combat. They deserted out of
revulsion for what they had seen and done. Few could be
called cowards.

John Herndon was a good example: Born in West Vir-
ginia to become a high school dropout who liked fast cars,
Herndon enlisted in the Army at eighteen. He qualified as
an airborne ranger and was sent to Vietnam, but he found
on his arrival that he had been inexplicably reassigned to a
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ground unit. His fifteen month tour was replete with such
bureaucratic bungling. While on patrol he witnessed both
the torture of Vietcong suspects and the senseless sacrificing:
of American soldiers. He quickly came to despise the war.

Just as he was preparing to go home, he was thrust into
the cataclysm of the Tet Offensive. He returned to combat
and was wounded a week later as he attempted to rescue
two trapped Gls, For this he was presented with the Army
Commendation Medal. ‘ ‘ )

John spent a year stateside, then was suddenly trans- ..
ferred to a European paratroop unit. When he learned that
he was going back to Vietnam, he deserted and went to
Paris. For eight months he scrounged around France, alter-
nately working and relying upon the support of sympathe-
tic citizens. He returned, served time in the stockade, and
deserted for good when he learned that he was again slated
for Vietnam duty. This time he was to stay out for over a
year and a half. - .

Eventually he settled in a Paris tenement, working as he
could and struggling to survive. Through his contact with :
the American Deserters Committee he attracted the atten-
tion of Safe Return. In late 1971 the New York organiza-
tion was searching for a suitable test case to publicize its de-
mand for total amnesty. John was selected. Reston’s book
is an account of what followed.

It was a hectic March week as Mike Uhl and Tod Ensign
of Safe Return struggled with the authorities to get john
back into the United States. They desired a public surren-
der upon his return home, to assure maximum publicity for
the ““Nuremburg defense” of his court martial. John, mean-
while, had to prepare himself to come out of exile.

By the time he boarded the plane in Paris, the interna-
tional media were following his story. He was arrested im-
mediately after arriving at Kennedy. The military now had
its fugitive, but one whose defense promised to be an em-
barassing indictment of the war’s criminality. While con-
fined, he received the support of prominent antiwar acti-
vists and members of Congress. For three weeks the Army
stalled in its prosecution, then suddenly washed its hands;
of the matter by reinstating a bad conduct discharge that
had been suspended several years before. John Herndon
was at last a free man. How will the Herndon case affect
the administration of military justice toward deserters?
Very little, | fear. Reston’s optimism seems unfounded
when he suggests that we are evolving toward something he
calls “amnesty by default.” He rightly emphasized that
soldiers who wish to return must do so openly and with
strong legal counsel, but he fails to convince with his as-
sumption that they would have the same luck in raising
the war as an issue. k

As interest in amnesty fades, it seems likely that the ma-
jority of our exiles will remain. The issue looks especially
bleak, what with Canada’s new immigration restrictions and-
Sweden’s barring of further exiles—both presumably ac-
complished under pressure from Washington. Nixon has
chosen to close the discussion, but the judgement that these
young men have made of America stands. It may be more
to the point to consider whether this nation deserves them
back.

Despite a few flaws, The Amnesty of John David
Herndon is one of the most important contributions to the
small library on the new exiles. Reston concludes with a
call for universal, unconditional amnesty as the beginning
of a new direction for our country. But it will be a long
time before America realizes that 50,000 troops died for
nothing, and that we lost in Vietnam because we did not
deserve to win. —John Kyper

John Kyper has been active with the VVAW in Boston.

People's
Bullerin
Board

Free If no $ Involved but
limited to 20 words., Other- -
wise $1 every 10 words,

AMNESTY: Bumperstrips. 1) Su -

nesty: 2) Another American for Aﬁﬂﬁiﬁtﬁ?’

3) Veteran for Amnesty; 4) | support Anr

B?-sdtgr; o‘i)z\gieé?am Vetlagan for Amnesty.,
more .15 ea,

PR 5.¢ L a, Order of less

COMMUNITIES: consultation, free litera-
ture list; Community Service, Inc., Box 243a,
Yellow Springs, Ohlo 45387, g

SOUTH VIETNAMESE P.O.W. BRACELETS
($1.00)—Wear as medical Identification band,
with the name and prison number of one of
the South Vietnamese political prisoners,
and join our letter writting comapign to
free the prisoners. We can also privide you
with additional materlal to help you organ-
ize. Contact:. Clergy & Laity Concerned,
.24% ssoearborn. Rm. 510, Chlcago, Il

0605.

NETHERS COMMUNITY SCHOOL seeking
men with practical skills; interested In edu-
cation, ecology and an experimental village

far inner-city poor, to join our familial com-
munity. Box 41, Woodville, VA 22749,

THE AMERICAN ODYSSEY is forming
learning teams now. Work-study-travel
America 15 mos. for 2 yrs. college credit.

A unique alternative in higher education for
more info write: American Odyssey, 861
Vestal Rd. Vestal, NY 13580, -

SMALL RURAL COMMUNITY. 6 adults
& a child age 2 last July. Has vacant house,
rundown but liveable, on 560 acre farm.
Seeks couple with child/children about the
same age. Musicians wspecially welcome. .
For more Information write: ark, Box 38,
Poe, WV 26683.

Staff member needed for G| project in Jack-
sonville, North Carolina. The project is pre-
sently working with marines from Camp Le-
Jeune/Mew River Alr Station doing legal
munseiingaand organizing work., Due to the
fact that Camp LeJeune has and will continue
to play an important role in riot control
measures at home, and police actions around
the world, the organizing effort here is cru-
clal. Persons interested should be thinking
of a one yr. commitment. If Interested,
write: United We Stand Bookshop, PIO. Box
1163, Jacksonville, NC 28540,

CONVICT serving double life needs money
to get a television in solitary confinement.
Western State Correctional Institution, Pitts.
Pa. Send all donations to Miss Patricinl R, ~
Millas, 547 River Street, Wilkes Barrae,

PA 18702,

JOE FELMET, member of WRL and FOR,
is a candidate for the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives from the Fifth District of North
Carolina, He wants sponsors, people who
are willing to have thelr names on his letter-
head, If you live in the North Carolina
counties of Davidson, Farsyth, Wilkes, Ashe,
Alleghany, Surry or Stokes, please write to
him at 1831 West First Street, Winston-
Salem, NC 27104,

JOIN THE STRUGGLE for Justice for farm
workers. Full-time and part-time heIE
needed, UFW, 134 ElImwood no. 3, Evans-
ton, I1l. 60202,

BONNIE BICKWIT AND MITCHELL WEISER
Please call home. We love you and miss you,
Sheryl Bickwit-Kagen.

INTEREST FREE LOANS to organizations
panion and/or roommate in this wilderness. In need, within 200 mi. radius of Bethlehem,
Glenn Oswald, 711 W. Ploneer, Irving, TX Pa. Money from refused war taxes. WTR
75061 tDalIasi. (214) 254-8463, -9182. Life Fund, Box 573, Bethlehem, Pa 18016,

SHARE COMMON IDEAS. | need a com-

| am currently enrolled In a Pedlatric Nurse SEND US YOUR GARBAGE. Things in
Practicioner Program. | will be finished in . America that are discarded as useless are very
Dec. and would like to know If there are any yaluable in India. It would be a great service
clinics or Pediatriclans involved in poverty to our academy and village.if you set aside 2
leval.Pediatrics that would like to have a red  box and fill it with the following thim[;s:
haired, nonviolent minded person with a Plastic bottles (large for storage), plastic
temper that Is sometimes hard to control bottles (unusual shapes for candle molds)
working for them. There must be a Pedia- scratch paper, extra pens and pencils, of ice o
trician covering what | do and available for and art supplies, pieces of cloth and [eather,
referal and advice but | will be able to do left-over yarn, good old books, usablé tools
well baby checks, screenings and much coun- clean old clothes and shoes, frae sampies of
seling plus recognizing the ailements that soap, toothpaste, and medicine, sewlng equip-
constantly plague children and the defects ment, parafiin wax, wrapping paper, unusual
both physicai and mental that must be re- pnsta%e stamps, Interesting posters, plastic
fered to agencles for correction. | ask only bags, hangers, old toys, cushions, and small
that my salary be enough for living expenses  [tems of use. When the box is full, send It
and a monthly car payment. Barb Hurst, by surface mall to: The East-West Academw,
TWU Clinical Center, 1810 inwood Rd. P.O. Tun? District Darjeling, W. Bengal

no, 129, Dallas, T X 75235. 734224, INDIA.

AVAILABLE, BY POPULAR REQUEST.
The dramatic WIN cover of Dorothy Day confronting the police on a
Farmworker picket line near Fresno, California. Now a poster 14% x
11" with caption. Photo by Bob Fitch.
35¢ each; 3 for $1.00.

Enclosed is for copies of the Dorothy Day poster.
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A Gift for You

IF YOU SUBSCRIBE NOW TO *
“THE LIVELIEST MAGAZINE ON THE LEFT”

WINNING HEARTS > MINDS

War Poerm by Vietram Veterans

Y
/
AY 34

*from New York's VILLAGE VOICE

If you take this opportunity to subscribe to WIN for a
full year (44 issues) we'll send you your choice of either
of these important and haunting books by veterans
of the Vietnam war. Published by 1st Casualty Press,
both books examine the human dimension of what we
did in Vietnam.

FREE FIRE ZONE is a collectlon of 24 remarkable
short stories that explore, in the words of the editors,
“direct violence and the subtler forms of cultural rape
and pillage.” Publishers price: $2.95.

WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS is a moving collection
of poems written “‘out of fire and under fire.”” Publish-
ers price: $1.95.
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__Enclosed is $7 for a year’s subscription. Please send
me a copy of (check one):

—— FREE FIRE ZONE

—— WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS

__Skip the subscription, just send the book(s) for their
regular price. Enclosed is $ for:

—— FREE FIRE ZONE ($2.95)
—— WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS ($1.95)

—Skip the books. Enclosed is $4 for a six month sub.
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contact your local

War Resisters
League group

NATIONAL OFFICE
WRL, 339 Lafayette St., New York City, NY 10012

REGIONAL OFFICES
WRL WEST, 833 Halght St., San Francisco, CA 94117

WRL SOUTHWEST, 1003 Forrester NW, Albuquerque
NM.87104

ATI_ANTA WORKSHIP IN NONVIOLENCE, Box 7477,
Atlanta, GA 30309

WRL PLAINS STATES 306 West 39 St., Kansas City,
MO 64111
CALIFORNIA o
SACRAMENTO WRL, 4840 Wlliowbrook, Sacramento,
CA 95842

SANTA ROSA WRL, Box 1379, Rohnert Park, CA 94928

D.C.
WASHINGTON WRL, P.O. Box 231, American University,
Washington, DC 20016

HAWAII
HAWAI| WRL/cATHOLIC ACTION, 1212 University Ave.,
* Honoluly, H) 96814
IOWA
AMES WRL, c/o Kitzman, Meadow Glen Rd., Rt. 4, Ames,
1A 50010
MICHIGAN

DETROIT WRL, 692 West Forest, Detroit, Ml 48201

b

GRAND RAPIDS WRL, Box 1114, Grand Raplds, MI 49501 <

KELLOGG COMMUNITY COLLEGE WRL, 250 North
Ave., Battle Creek, M| 49016
LANSING WRL, Box 2144, Lansing, Ml 48911

NEW JERSEY

JERSEY SHORE WRL, 364 Westwood Ave., (Apt. 80),
“LCong Branch, NJ 0774

NEW YORK
BROOME CO. WRL, P.O. Box 1351, Binghamton, NY 13902
GROPE/WRL, 244 F RD i, Kerhonkson, NY 12466
ITHACA WRL, 531 E. State St., Ithaca, NY 14850
JAI\iIE;g‘PWN WRL, 12 Partridge St., Jamestown, NY X

OHIO
COlztanl\il)?US WRL, 1954 Indianola Ave., Columbus, OH

TEXAS

AUSTIN WRL/DIRECT ACTION, P.O, Box 7161 Univer-
sity  sity Station, Austin, TX 78712

DENTON WRL, Box 13765, Denton, TX 76203 '
FOI;!'sl'lWORTH WRL, P.O. Box 11073, Fort Worth, TX

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE WRL, 2713 N.E. 94th St., Seattie, WA 98115




