
LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS COLLECTED BY WILLIAM I. HULL 

FOR HIS HISTORY OP SWARTHMQBB COLLEGE. VOL. 2. 

(Notes there is no list of illustrations at the beginning of this volume, as 
there was for Volume lj it is accordingly not possible to tell which items 
would eventually have been included in the published work.) 

1. People 

Professor Appleton (two reproductions of the same portrait by Violet Oakley) 

d e m e n t M . Biddle, 1878. 

President William N. Birdsall (two portraits) 

Elisabeth Powell Bond 

Susan J . Cunningham (photograph® of portrait new hanging in Parrish) 

President diaries De Garmo (two pictures) 

Anna M . Ferris, 1877 

President William Dudley Foulke 

"Johnnie" • John Hayaan (two photographs, taken from Halcyon) 
George A, Hoadley 

Professor Koenig, 1904 (photograph with Pastor Charles Wagner) 

Walter Roberts 

William E . Sweet, 1890 

Pastor Charles Wagner, 1904 (photograph with Professor Koenig) 

2. Group photographs 

(a) College societies 

Camera Club (i) 1897 (ii) 1898. 

Sonerville Literary Society, May, 1872 (members identified on back) 

The Musical Clubs (undated) 

"Orchestra", 1886 (members identified below) (two copies) 
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(b) Sport - teams etc. 
? Athletics (undated; members identified below) 
Baseball team (undated) members identified below) 

Bicycle Race, start of, 1897 

Footballi teams of 1889 (two - one doubtful), 1893 (two - one doubtful -
mne with members identified below), 1898, 1899. Also "Scrub" of 
1884 (two copies). Photographs of two games (? perhaps not football) 
• one titled "Swarthmore 4, Johns Hopkins 2", the other titled 
"Swarthmore 3, Crescent A.C. 2", both undated. Photograph entitled 
"The Center of the Line", undated, identifying members as Maxwell, 
Markle, and James J. Lippincott. Photograph entitled "Celebrating 
a foot-ball victory (Miss Bronk speaking)". 

Laerosset teams of 1898, 1899, 1905. Also photograph of guoe in pro-
gress, undated* 

Tennis - photograph entitled "Tennis on Front Campus", undated. 

Track events: photographs entitled "Finish of Race: "Yards Run 

(Intercollegiate, ).", and "A Start on Whittierfield", all undated. 

(c) Classes 

Engineering class, (i) 1894, (li) 1898. 

Physics: Sophomore Class, 1893-94j Junior Class, Jan. 1897. 

"Constitution of the Class *74" 

Class of 1879*s Reunion 

Class of "95 

Graduating Class, 1905 

(d) Miscellaneous 

A First-day School Picnic • place unidentified, undated 

Halcyon Staff, 1900 

Delegates to International Peace Congress, 19041 also m a i l e r group of 
delegates, with Baroness von Sutner and Isaac H. Clothier identified. 

"Ivy Exerc&es on Class Day", undated* 

May-Day Dance, 1911 

President Swain's Inauguration: Academic Procession 

Resident Instructors in Parrish Hall, 1892-93 (members identified below) 

One unidentified group: possibly Halcyon staff of the 1880s or 1890s? 
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3. Place* 

(a) General v i e w and WraftlMfll picture a taken In ground* 

College campus in winter 

Ice-storm on the south Campus (two different views) 

"Packing Pipe with Asbestos, South Campus" 

Crura Creeks (i) Crura Creek and Crum-Wald 
(ii) "The Missor of the Cruw" 

(iii) Skating on Crua Creek 

Treest (i) The old Cherry Tree 
(ii) Mountain Pine (S.B. Campus), 1915 

(iii) A wooiland path 
(iv) Hie willows (two very sinil&r photographs) 

Walk on Whittier Place (two copies, one sepia finish) 

(b) Buildings - exteriors 

Hone of Prof. Arthur Beardsley (two copies) 

Beardsley Hall, built 1907 

Book and Key House 

Hall of Cheaistry (built 1904)t also photograph of the laying of the 
corner-stone of the Hall of Chemistry, 1904. 

Farm and campus from the south-west; also the faro from the rear (?) 

Gymnasia: (i) The Old Gymnasium burns 
(ii) The Hall, or New, Gymnasium - two photographs, one 

adding "Built 1898" 
(iii) Somerville Gynnasiua* 

(a) Reproduction of photograph frora 1894-5 catalogue, 
and cutting of sane photograph (labelled "Built 1894") 
fron 1895*6 catalogue. 

(b) "Somerville Hall, Spring, ", undated. 

The Library: two views, one with annotation "Built 1908" 

The Meeting-House; (a) 6 views of original building (two copies of one)? 
one dated on back 1898} 

b) 3 with the new wings added; 
c) one entitled "Whittier House and the Meeting-

House, 1911" 

The Observatories: (a) 5 views of the Old, or Cunningham, observatory, 
one dated 12-1-1911, another from the catalogue 
of 1890-91; 

(b) 1 view of the Sproul Observatory. 
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Parrish Hall: (a) When first built (two copies, sepia finish), 
(b) After the Fire, 1881 (two copies), 
(e) The Asphaltum (i.e. Magill Walk) (two very similar 

photographs, one in duplicate). 
(d) In the snow (two views, one in duplicate though one 

copy has 4 lines of poetry underneath) 
(e) Dean Bond's Doorway, at east end of Parrish. 
(f) 5 general views from varying directions. 

President's House: 4 views from varying directions, one in duplicate. 

Railway station: (a) view from distance, before the underpass was built. 
(b) close-up of station building. 

Science hall: 6 different viewsf one taken from the dome, one in the 
snow, one dated June 3, 1905 (?). 

Sharpies Swimming-Pool, Men** Gymnasium. 
5 

Benjamin West House: / different viewsj one dated 4-6-1910, another 
dated April 19th, 1889. 

Warton Halli from the 1918 Halcyon. 
t 

VDlhittier Field. 

Whittler House and the Meeting-House, 1911 (also listed under Meeting-Hosse) 

Gateway to Whittler Place (class of 1890|j also unidentified gateway, 
possibly earlier version of same. 

Two negatives, both showing multiple views of campus, buildings, &c. 

(b) Buildings - interiors 

O n e n u M p l e , from Catalogue of 1898-99, showing* Electrical Laboratory, 
Machine Shop, Boiler and Forge Room, and Engine Room. 

Chemical Laboratory (Catalogue 1890-91) 

Draughting-room 

Electrical Engineering Laboratory, 1935. 

Machine shop (Catalogue 1890-91)j and Forges in the Machine Shop. 

Museum (Catalogue, 1890-91). 

Physical Laboratory (Catalogue 1890-91) 

Faculty Parlor, Parrish. 
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4. Maps, etc. 

Swarthmore College Property, Delaware County, Penn., drawn by Mr, Fisher 
Longstreth, undated (but presumably towards the end of the 19th century); 
in duplicate. 

Map of similar area, with inscription "Presented to Mr. Fisher Longstreth 
6th Mo. 17th 1877". 

5. Items from student publications etc. (chiefly photographs of drawings) 

(a) Relating to sports 

Athletic fiSods Association 

Girls' Athletic Club (see also cartoon from New York Times, May 2 1937, 
(but obviously a such older drawing) entitled "Pathfinders of sports 
for women - Calisthenics at Vassar" and annotated in ink "Elia. Powell 

Bond at Vassar, ". 

Cricket Association 

•Cycling 

Fencing (apparently an activity undertaken under the aegis of the 
Boxing Club - date 1889) 

Football (cartoon commemorating defeat of Univ. of Pennsylvania, Have*r~ 
ford (twice) in 1891) 

Skating 

Tennis 

Track and Field sports; also cup awarded for these sports? 

Tug-of-war 

(b) Relating to clubs etc. 

Alumni Association (undated; members of Board graduated between 1873 and 
1895) 

Classical Club - membership 1897-98. 

Delphic Literary Society 

T.H.D. (apparently a dining club) 

The Fraternities of Swarthmore 

Two unidentified items, relating to (?) a dramatic society, 1871, and 
(?) a geographical or scientific society, undated. 

Natural Science Club (? satirical), 1887. 
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(c) Relating to academic activities 

"A Lesson in Chemistry" 

"Knights of the Round Table" 

"Science Hall" 

Cartoon illustrating activities in biology classes 

(d) Miscellaneous 

"Our Artist" 

"The boy who made breakfast from 7.25 a.m." 

"Some stray sketches for proposed illustrated Catalogue" 

Drawing of college badge, with motto "Suaviter in modo fortiter in re". 
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Preface 

This history of Swarthmore College during the first gen-

eration after it opened its doors attempts to mingle—in due 

proportions, it is hoped—both the grave and the gay. These 

two features of life are especially prominent during the four 

college years, the first being chiefly emphasized by the grave 

and reverend faculty, perhaps, and the second by ingenuous 

youths standing with reluctant f e e t — b u t with irrepressible 

gayety—.where the brook and river meet. 

Both chronological and topical narrative are requisite 

in such a history, and above all the biographical; for human 

personality looms large in the minds of college students at 

their impressionable age, while even faculty members never 

become thoroughly institutionalized or engulfed in their "spe-

cialties" . 

Since the author lived through only one-third of this 

period, in a Swarthmore professorial chair, his personal re-

collections are quite inadequate as a source of information; 

but, fortunately, the official printed and manuscript records 

of the faculty and board, and the monthl:/ and annual publica-

tions of the students, as well as the records of their vari-

ous societies, have been as well preserved as is the case 

with most educational institutions which are intent chiefly 

on making history instead of writing it. 
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Swarthmore College. 1869-1902 

Chapter I: The Changing Years^ 
A Chronological Summary of Outstanding Events 

One generation in the life of the world is hut a tiny span; 

in the life of a young and growing college, it is long and rich 

in pulsating energy and high ambition. The thirty-three years 

of Swarthmore's first generation were marked by phenomenal chan-

ges in itsV&ooial environment, by developments in industry, trans-

portation and the conveniences and amenities of every-day living 

which have become commonplaces today, but which constituted ver-

itable revolutions in the history of our country. The young col-

lege reflected and emulated these changes by sharing in the spirit 

of "progress" and liberal culture which made them possible. 

The inner life of a college consists, of course, in the in-

tellectual^activities which dominate the individuals and miniature 

society within its walls or upon its campus. These will be re-

corded in due course; but first it may be helpful to list what 

appeared to be the outstanding events of each successive year 

as estimated from an objective, external point of view. Like 

mile-stones upon a highway, these events may serve to mark the 

progress or retrogression, the ups and downs, the attempts, 

failures and successes encountered in perhaps an exceptional 

degree by a small Quaker college at the end of the nineteenth 

century. 

The students' point of view as to inevitable changes in 

their familiar college environments is expressed in the follow-

ing verses, the spirit of which is shared in reality even by 

the alumni, who are naturally and often volubly critical of anv 

/ 3 
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changes in their beloved alma mater as they knew it:
3

" 

• I t ' s a saying, old and trite, 
That time causes in its flight 

Many unexpected changes grekt and small; 
But we never really thought 
Of what wonders it had wrought 

Till we all came back to College in the fall. 

Y e s , there're changes, certainly, 
But I know you'll all agree 

That it's still the same old College with them all; 
And whate'er we felt before, 
That each year we love it more, 

As we all come back to College in the fall.^
1 

In the first year, on November 8, 1869, the only college ^ 

building—which was still incomplete—was opened informally to ^ 

(%<. j j ^ J . — / 7 3 ^ ^ 

students^ and two days later, occurred the formal "inauguration" 

of college work. J W f t f - 7 f e L u * ™ . , * 
The second year (1870-71) saw the resignation of D r . Ed-

ward Parrish as president, the appointment of Edward H . Magill -
 x 

as his s u c c e s s o r a n d the accession'of D r . Joseph Leidy as non-

resident professor of natural historyV' In this ^ e a r / a l s o , a 

"superintendent", or business manager,|Thomas S . Foulkel, was 

added, to the staff; and the name of the railway station and >1 

was changed from West Dale to Swarthmore. 

— In 1871-72, a~"gymnasi^'wa^ bi^^ a new professor-

ship (in chemistry and physiology) and the beginnings of the 

departments of engineering and physics were established. 

Edward H . Magill, who had retained as acting president 

the title of principal (of the preparatory department), was 
— I f 73- \

 v 

fpresidentl in-1-87 8-7 and in the same year, Eugene 

Paulin was appointed professor of Latin and French, Arthur 

Beardsley professor of applied mathematics and physics, Will-

iam Hyde Appleton professor of Greek and German, and Susan J . 

Cunningham assistant professor of mathematics. These five mem-

bers of the faculty (together with D r . Joseph Leidy and D r . 

1-The Halcyon. 1902, p. 148. 
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Joseph Thomas) were destined, to render long and signal service 

to the college and to become for many years the virtual heart 

or backbone of its teaching staff."^This year is noteworthy, 

also, for the fact that a class of seniors existed for the 

first time, and a commencement^ or
 ,T

Commomorat-ion Day", as it 

wao called^ was held. The age_ of admission to the preparatory, 

department was increased to thirteen years^and the degrees of 

Bachelor of Science and Master of Science were added to the ' 

bachelor and master degrees in arts, ^ ^ U ^ )# 7-*) 

In 1873-74, four "resident graduates'^studied at the col-

lege; the four classes, the faculty and curriculum were divided 

into classical and scientific sections; and the three divisions 

of the third, or lowest, class in the preparatory department 

ffT^were to be dropped by the end of 1875-76\ [_Inthis year, also, 

t: AvPresidfent Magill began his campaign to strengthen and to recruit . 
X , U

 # i I
v students graduating from the Friends' schools 

In 1874-75, tho -norao of tho "Anson Lapham Re poo: 

ohangod to tho "ffriondo Historical LibraiyiL; Dr. Joseph Thbm^s 

was appointed professor of English L i t e r a t u r e a standing 

/ 

committee on trusts, endowments and scholarships _wa.g appointed 

by the ? ^ ^ 

^ — " A A D ! N N I I W O / " M A D I ' N O L HVIOTTIT C + W R " ^ TTM O A pre-medical course ("Medical Chemistry") was introduced 

in 1875-76, asywore alscHthe degrees of bachelor and master of 

letters. The first students from foreign lands (Canada and 

"South America") were received; and a list of graduates was 

added in the catalogue. f -

In 1876-77 ,^the first leave of absence was granted to a 

member of the faculty (to Samuel S . Green, assistant professor 

of physics), who spent it in study in ft^^y^ifa ^ 

^-Catalogue, 1873-74, p. 2 9 ; c f . Volume I, p. 

"^SrxA rf fdL. O v , - l^XZx. ^ A*-*-* 



lOyim, ^ iu 

^ T h o noxt yo ' ' ' — — 

v E r ^
 x 

.n\1878) , wfe* 

Tho noxt yoar saw /(The inauguration of the Alumni Associa-

A "normal" department was added in 1878-79, and a diploma 

tion VL878), whiofc wcta incorporated in 1882j 

and certificates of different grades were offered to its stu-

dents. The lowest class of the preparatory department had not 

been dropped, as planned, in 1876; and now a still lower class 

of pupils was added to increase opportunities for practice in 

teaching in the preparatory department. , „ . [ j U ^ t ^ / f - ' j 

The catalogue of 1879-80 notes the existence of a "Heading 

Room" separate from the library (with Professor Beardsley as 

librarian), of the "Museum", and of three students' literary so-

cieties (the Delphic, Eunomian, and Somerville). 

A meeting-house to be used for Jte meetings for worship by 

members of the college and village communities was erected in 
(tvL- vtftratjJL 

1880-81 \ and a
4 ,

Science Building" was promised for the near 

future: ^ J U i j b ^ ' ^ j U ^ A ^ T t 

In September, 1881, "the Great Eire" destroyed the "Main 

Building", and the college activities were transferred for the 

rest of the year to the neighboring town- of Media. But the re-

building of the "Main Building" was immediately begun^ and the [j 

new "Science Building" was erected, while a new museum collec-

tion and a new collection of books were promised for September, 

1882./? The college students were divided into classical, liter-

ary, scientific, engineering, and "irregular"; while the highest 

class of the preparatory department was called the college pre-

paratory class, the others retaining the names of A , B and C. 

In 1882-83, two graduates were elected to the board—-the . 

first alumni representation.V The study of political economy 

was added in the history department. Two student publications, 

The Phoenix and The Halcyon (the latter a year-book of the junior 

U 
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class), were established. Samuel Willets, the first large ben-

efactor and the first chairman of the board, died in February, 

1883, 
- „ /rP 70L+- r - — 

t -®In 1883-84, a new professorship (in "Elocution") was es-
 ff

t. 

A
 tablishec^aai^in 1884-85, a director of physical culture was ' 

a p p o i n t e d y - * • M ^ u l L O ^ A ^ k J-

An astronomical observatory was begun, in 1885-86 (com- ' 

pleted and occupied in 1886); Dr. Joseph Leidy became the first au „ p 

Jl^y^L-ff^ciinju te^n^*^ / W M ^ • 

professor emeritus: Va»3 a/separate professorship of Latin was/ /
 , 

e s t a b l i s h ^ ^ J ^ ^ t W ^ ^ / 

In 1886-87, Elizabeth Powell ®ond became the beloved "ma-

tron" (dean,and an "officer of instruction"
;
 in 1890); and tho 

professor of mathematics became also the professor of astronomy,"
 g 

_ ^Professor Joseph Thomas retired-in. 1QS5L;- the first honorary 

degree^wens ̂ conferred at the commencement of 1888 (Ph. D . on Pro-

fessor William Hyde Ap^letonK S * -

f
A

 .In lB88»8fl»^were endowed the first professorships, namely, 

th 

e Edward H . Magill professorship of mathematics and astronomy; 

the Isaac H . Clothier professorship of Latin; the Joseph Wharton 

professorship of history and political science; and the Isaiah 

V . Williamson professorship of engineering. The last three of 

these were named after their respective donors, and the first 

after President Magill, who had collected in small amounts the 

necessary fund for it./fin thic yc/ar^ there joined the faculty 

two men who were to serve the college for many years, namely, 

Spencer Trotter, professor of biology (1888-1928), and George 

A . Hoadley, professor of physics (j(Jk8-1914); flaA^Tacob K , Shell 

was appointed director of physical training of men (1888-98 and 

1906-09). ^ 

Dr. Edward H . Magill retired from the presidency at the end / 7 



of 1888-89, and after a year's leave of absence in France, be-

came professor of French (1888-1900). Professor William Hyde 

Appleton became acting president in 1889-90; William Dudley 

Foulke was elected president for 1890-91, but withdrew his ac-

ceptance, and Dr. Appleton was elected for the year, at the end 

of which he returned to the professorship of Greek (1872-1909). 

In 1889-90, the preparatory department was "formally abol-

ished", and a "sub-collegiate class" was maintained for two more 

years for the purpose of enabling the remaining preparatory pu-

pils to complete their preparation for the first year of college 

A "Bureau of Professional Information" was introduced for the 

benefit of the graduates. 

In 1890-91, the sub-collegiate class (or "preparatory de-

partment") dwindled to forty-one students, as compared with 175 

in 1869-70, and as compared with twenty-six college students in 

1869-70, and with 165 college 'students in 1890-91.
1 

Dr. Charles De Garmo was elected president in 1891, and 

served seven years. With his Middle Western background, and 

fresh from his doctorate at Heidelberg, he was eager to lift 

the students of the Pennsylvania Quaker college out of their 

introversion and make them aware of the roaring tide of polit-

ical and economic events transpiring in the outside world, or 

at least in their own country. He procured, as one step towards 

this, the establishment of a department of economics and social 

science, and the appointment as its head (in 1892), of Dr. Wil-

liam I. Hull, who had just finished a six years course in his-

tory, politics and economics at Johns Hopkin£^Halie.-an-der Saale 

1-Its members decreased still more in the next four years, and 
in 1894-95 a few "Irregular" or "Unclassified" students took 
the place of preparatory and sub-collegiate students alike. 



and Berlin Universities 
646 

"The Great Depression" began in 1895, and proved to be a 

drastic stimulus to economic and political awareness, but also 

a great detriment to the material progress of the college. Ne-

vertheless, a full professorship in English was established, in 

1893-94 (the first since Dr. Joseph Thomas resigned in 1887), 

and was maintained for two years. A gymnasium for the women 

students (Somerville Hall) was built in 1893-94, and the first 

fellowship (the Joshua Lippincott Fellowship) was established 

and awarded for that year. 

A fire caused the partial destruction of Science Hall and 

necessitated its restoration and enlargement, in 1894-95. A 

second fellowship (the Lucretia Mott Fellowship) was established 

The depression prevented noteworthy progress during the 

next two years, and the number of students decreased from 204 

(in 1892-93) to 162 (in 1897-98). Dr. De Garmo was desirous 

of retiring from the administrative duties of the presidency 

and returning to the tasks of the teacher. He therefore re-

signed in 1898, and became professor of pedagogy in Cornell 

University. 

William W , Birdsall, B . S . of Earlham College, was elec-

ted president in 1898; and the years 1898-1900 saw a readjust-

ment of the teaching staff, the installation of a new heating 

system, and the erection of a new gymnasium for the men students. 

The new president had been for many years the principal of Friends' 

1-The departments of history and politics and economics and social 
science were combined in 1894. Early in the next century, after 
the depression had ended, these subjects, plus international re-
lations and Quaker History, were distributed among three depart-
ments, Dr. Hull serving as professor and research professor from 
1892-1939. 

and awarded in 1895-96 
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Central School in Philadelphia, and he strove especially to 

increase the number of Swarthmore students by appeals for grad-

uates of it and fck^other Friends* preparatory schools. More 

scholarships were therefore offered to them, and a pre-medical 

course wasVintroduced, in 1900-01. 

But a training and career of preparatory school work, tho-

roughly successful though it had been, proved inadequate for a 

college presidency. With returning "good times", the number of 

students increased to 207 (in 1901-02); but President Birdsall's 

difficulties in his struggle to make the college what its board, 

faculty, students and alumni aspired for it to be, caused him 

to resign in 1902, and to return to the principalship of a pre-

paratory school (the Girls' High School of Philadelphia). 

With 1902-05, and with the appointment as president of 

Joseph Swain, former professor and vice-president in Stanford 

University and president of Indiana University, Swarthmore Col-

lege entered upon a new era. 



THE* HISTOHY SWABTBMOBS COLLEGE. 1869 - 1902* 

The youthful college did not become sufficiently self-conscious, or mindful of 

its own history until after the "Great Fire" in 1881. The next year, when it was thirteen 

years of age, its catalogue began the annual series of historical sketches with the five-line 
1 

statements "Swarthmore College was founded "by members of the religious Society of Friends, 

in order to provide the children of the Society and others with opportunities for higher 

education under guarded care. With this object in view, a property of 340 acres was secured 

in a rural district ten miles from Philadelphia on the Central Division of the P . W. and B . 

Hailroad." 

This nodest statement of its history was continued in the catalogues for twenty-

three years unchanged, except for giving the date of the founding as 1864, substituting 

Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore for th^afewe initials, omitting "and others", and 

adding after "guarded care" the words "of those of their own religious faith." In 1905-06, 

catalogue contained a historical sketch of twenty pages contributed by Professor William 

I. Hull. Meanwhile, in The Halcyon, a yeer-book published by the junior class of the col-

lege, Professor Edward H. Magill contributed a historical sketch which was published chapter 

liy chapter in twelve successive years from 1891 to 1903; and Professor William P . Holcomb 

had written a historical sketch of pages which was published in the series of 

volumes on higher education in the various States issued by the United States Bureau of 
3 

Education. 

1 - 1883-83, p. 10. 
2- The last two changes were made in 1898-99, at the beginning of the presidency of William 

W. Birdsall. Following thfcs change, the words were added: "Others are admitted upon the 
same terms as Friends, and nothing of a sectarian nature appears in the instruction or 
in the management." 

3- Professor Holcomb's sketch was published in the volume on "The History of Higher Educa-
tion in Pennsylvania", edited by Charles H. Haskins and William I. Hull, Washington, D.C., 
1 , pp. 

•2/ 



The Corporation ^w-st S T U t ^ O ^ U ^ 

The Corporation of the Stockholders of Swarthmore Col-

lege held its sixth annual meeting on the 1st. of 12th. Month, 

1869, three weeks after the college was opened, and its subse-

quent meetings in December of each year. Its minutes were pub-

lished in the same pamphlet with the catalogue of the college 

during the years 1869-1882 (also separately for 1869 and 1881), 

and in separate pamphlets thereafter. 

Its treasurer was directed to "hold the funds belonging 

to the Corporation, subject to the disposition of the Board", 

to be "guided in the investment of the funds by the advice 

and direction of the Finance Committee the Board}, and to 

report to the Board at its stated meetings in the Fourth and 

Twelfth months". But down to the present time, the treasurer 

continues to be listed as the treasurer of the corporation, * 
and no^ of the college. The first treasurer (from 1866 to 

1870) was Henry M , Laing; its second (from 1862 to 1866, and 

1870 to 1873) was William Canby Biddle; its third (from 1873 

to 1874) was Clement K . Biddle; its fourth (from 1874 to 1875) 

was Huch Mcllvain; and its fifth (from 1875 to 1901) was Robert 

Biddle. During the last year of the generation (from 1901 to 

1902), the treasurer was Robert Biddle*s son, Charles M . Biddle, 

who continued in the office for another score of years, until 

his death in 1922. 

The three "Receivers" of the corporation from Hew York, 

Philadelphia and Baltimore (namely, Samuel Willets, Clement 

M . Biddle and Gerard II. Reese, respectively), continued to 

function until 1872, when the treasurer assumed their duty. 

The other officers of the corporation were two "clerks" 

(or chairmen), one man and one woman. Of these, there were 
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four men, namely, Clement M . Biddle (1868-75), Isaac H , Clothier 

(1873-78), George W . Hancock (1878-94) and Robert M . Janney 

(1894-1903); and seven women, namely, Edith W . Atlee (1869-71); 

Annie Shoemaker (1871-72); Martha Dodgson (1872-73); Sarah F , 

Corlies (1873-78); Matilda Garrigues (1878-82); Abby M . Wood-

t Miller (1882-83, 1894-1902); and Fannie A . Willets Low-

thorp (1885-94). 

During 1869-70, the clerks of the corporation acted as 

clerks of'the board; but from 1870, the board had its own 

president and secretary. One of the clerks of the corporation 

continued to act, however, as secretary of the board in 1870-71 

and to serve thereafter .ex officio on one or more of its sub-

committees, This was true in the case of Clement M
#
 Biddle, 

Isaac H . Clothier, George W , Hancock, Fannie Willets Lowthorp, 
^ p 

Robert M
#
 Janney,y\bby Woodnutt Ililler.Jtom 1875 to 1878, the 

two clerks of the corporation (both man and woman) were listed 

as ex officio members of the board; and from 1900 to 1902, the 

woman clerk of the corporation became the secretary of the 

board as well. 

In 1887, the board recommended to the stock-holders that 

they donate their stock to the "Swarthmore Stock Trust Asso-

ciation", which had been formed during the year "for the pur-

pose of aiding in keeping Swarthmore College under the control 

and management of persons in sympathy with the objects of its 

founders, and who are members of the Religious Society of 

Friends".
1 

As a substitute for this proposal, a petition was approved 

unanimously in 1891 by 12,674 share—votes\ (out of 20,000 shares 

issued) to amend the charter so that a Board of CorporatorsXmight 
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be authorized to hold and use the shares of stock for the con-

trol of the college. The reasons advanced for this petition 

were that "the shares possess no value, saving as means of con-

trolling the management, and are liable to be lost, if the rep-

resentatives of the contributors cease to take an interest in 

the work"•
1 

This movement met with sundry obstacles, legal and personal; 

and again, in December, 1896,
2

 the stockholders voted
 tl

bhat a 

committee be appointed by the Chair to recommend to the Stock-

holders of Swarthmore College that they transfer their stock to 

the Swarthmore College Trust Association, and that the committee 

be empowered to take such action as may be necessary to accom-

plish the desired result. The Chair appointed the following 

names to serve on the Committee: Isaac H . Clothier, Mary Willets, 

Charles M . Biddle, John T . Willets, Eli M . Lamb" . ^ T h i s committee 

reported the next year
3

 "that they had engaged the services of 

Benjamin Hallowell, Jr., whose report was submitted as follows, 

as the report of the Committee. 'In the matter of Swarthmore 

certificates, which was placed in my hands last summer, I would 

say that circulars and powers of attorney were sent out to all 

shareholders whose addresses could be procured, amounting to 

some 1,500. Have received a large number of letters asking for 

information, to which I have promptly replied. With very few 

exceptions, every one who has written has expressed warm appro-

val of the plan of transferring the stock to an Association. I 

have received since Seventh month 15th powers of attorney with 

certificates for the transfer of 1,764 shares, making present 

1-Ibid. 1891, pp. 25-7. 
2-IbId. 1896, p. 30. 
3-Tbid. 1897, pp. 36-7. 
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total number of shdres transferred to the Association 11,801. 

I have also recieved powers of attorney for 491 shares without 

the certificates, parties stating that the same had been lost 

or mislaid. There yet remain of the total issue 7,561 shares 

in the names of 1,823 persons, from whom I have not yet heard, 

or whose addresses I have been unable to procure; of which num-

ber of shares 5,474 stand in the name of 83 individuals. There 

are quite a number of shares in the hands of executors of es-

tates, which have been settled so long ago that the parties do 

not feel at liberty to take any action at present. I would 

suggest that the Board of Managers authorize the transfer to 

the Association of all those shares for which we have received 

power of attorney without the certificate, noting the fact on 

the stub of the certificate book.* The report was accepted 

and the Committee continued". 

During 1899, the committee reported "little accomplished", 

and it was continued."
1

" 

Until 1910, when its powers were merged in the board of 

managers, the corporation continued to be—nominally, at l e a s t — 

the controlling body of the college. Its meetings of the stock-

holders nominated and elected the members of the board of mana-

gers, received and passed upon the reports of the board, and 

its subcommittees cooperated with the board in the most impor-

tant college affairs. 

Thereafter, the corporation was practically identical with 

the board of managers; but it continued to hold annual meetings 

and to retain its officers (president, vice-president, secre-

tary, and treasurer), all of whom were members of the board. 

1-Ibid. 1899, p. 27. 
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The Board of managers 

The nane of 'this hoard vras not the familiar "board of 

trustees" , for there wore no trust funds, or endowments, at 

first, but onlj*- the funds received from, the sale of shares of 

stock and other current receipts. Chosen by and responsible 

to the Corporation, the hoard was primarily and legally the 

managers for, or a sub-cor<suittee of, the corporation, rather 

than of the college; but they were listed in both the minutes 

of the corporation and the colloge catalogue 

^The powers assigned to the board appeared to justify for 

its members the more familiar college name of* overseers'"; al-

though their increasing influcn.ce and activities soon justi- . 

/The number of members has been almost invariably thirty-

t w o
1

 ; and ninety-nine individuals were elected during the gen-

eration (1869-1902). Of the 99 elected, 46 boon m e n , 

and 55 w o m e r u ^ 

^Although thirty-two nay seem an unwieldy number, it en-

ables an average of eight standing sub-committees to have four 

or more members each, which m a k e s o f workable size. The 

first by-laws provided that eleven members should constitute 

a quorum. 

The equality of women with men in all the phases of so-

cial life which had been recognized from the first by the 

Society of Friends, the growing recognition in the second 

half of the nineteenth century of the rights of women, and 

the interests of the women students in a co-educational col-

lege, all united to cause the election], <afesfa&*men and women 

to the first board. To make assurance to the women doubly 

1-There were 54, from 1874 to 1878; 5 1 , in 1681-82 and 1891-92; 
and 50 in 1898-99.

 n 
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sure, the stockholders ratified the supplement to the charter 

of the college enacted by the legislature in April, 187 0, which 

provided in its Section 5 "that women, single or 'married, may 

be members of said corporation and managers thereof","'" * 

The g e o g r a p h i c a l representation on the board was distri-

buted among the nembors of the three Yearly Meetings which were 

the centers of Quakerism in the eastern United States, namely, 

Philadelphia, N e w York, and Baltimore", with an approximate 

recognition of their respective numbers and financial assis-

tance, from 16 to 22 members were elected from Philadelphia 

Yearly meeting, from 12 to 8 from iiew Y o r k , and from 4 to 2 

from Baltimore. Personality counted for most in this distri-

bution; but democracy, practical considerations, local Interests, 

and diversity of view-point were not neglected. 

The charter requirement that all members of the board 

should 'tie members, when elected, of the Society of Friends 

was faithfully observed. 

Since Swarthmore was opened, after the first managers had 

attained maturity, none of those elected between 1869 and 1902 
p 

had received a degree from any college except Swarthmore.
J

 The 

first graduate from Swarthmore to become a member of the board 

was ilorman hoopes (B. S . , 1074) , who was elected in 1882. Of 

81 managers elected between 1888 and 1902, ten (4 men and 6 

women) received Swarthmore bachelor degrees, and one (a woman) 

was a Swarthmore ex-student. Since 1902, 40 out of 75 managers 

have been Swarthmore a3.uirmi, and in 1938, 28 out of 31. While 

this preponderance may seem to make for provineialisn, it is 

natural that the college should be guided by its alumni who 

have looked at it and its faculty from the undergraduate point 

1-Stockholdcrs' 1 irutor, 1870, pp. 9-10. 
-Except M . Fisher Longstreth, who had received the degree of K . 
- -^Ltrrrt- ^-tr^tL ^ ycLu. y^vLx^ 
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of view, and who chcrish a loyalty to it and a deep personal 

interest In Its welfare. 

On the other hand, the danger of too much introversion 

lias been counteracted by the fact that none of the presidents 

have been Swarthmore graduates, but have had their training 

in colleges and universities in H e w E n g l a n d , the middle west 

the far w e s t , and in F r a n c e , Grecce, G e r m a n y , and England 

' /The occupations of the managers wore* chiefly those (of 

business and housekeeping, with a sprinkling of lawyers, tea-

chers , and farmers. Host of them were leaders, and many of 

them were ministers, in the Society of Friends. 

The longest terms served by them as managers, during the 

period, were: 55 years (55 in all) - by Jane downing; 32 (39 

in all) by Joseph Wharton; 29 by Daniel Underhill; 26 (55 in 

all) by E l i LI. Lamb; 26 by James V . Watson; 25 (51 in all) by 

Emiior Roberts; 24 (43 in all) by Isaac H . Clothier; 25 (27 in 

all) by Susan W. Lippincott; 23 (24 in all) by Edward Ogden; 

22 by i artha G . Rcllvain; 21 by Anna II. Hunt; 20 (41 in all) 

by Hmma Rcllvain Cooper; and 20 (57 in all) by Edmund Webster, 

The families who served the longest and gave the largest 

sums of money' to the college were: the Bancrofts, husband 

and w i f e , one of whom served as manager for 55 years; the 

Biddlos, eight members in three generations of wkora (Robert, 

William Canby, Rachel, Clement, Clement R . — S e n i o r and Junior-

Charles R . , and Lucy Riddle Lewis) all of whom served as man-

agcrs^lSl years among them (two of w h o m are still serving), 

three of w h o m served as treasurer for 55 years, and one 

a large benefactor; the Clothiers (husband, w i f e , and two 

sons), three of whom served as managers 92 years among them 

(one of whom Is still serving), one as president of the board 
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for seven years, and all as large benefactors; the Cocks, 

three generations of whon (Elizabeth H . , hary './., and William 

W.) served as rianagers ; the uallowells, two generations as 

?'ianagers (Benjamin, Lvargaret E . , and two sons;|but, alas, no 

more hysons^; the Hoopes*, two -enerations (Kdward, B a r t o n , 

and Herman); the Jenkins (father and son, the latter a presi-

dent of the board); the Longstreths (husband, sister, wife, 

and d a u g h t e r — t h e last serving longest of all the managers) ; 

the hcllvains (husband, w i f e , and daughter, bmma hcllvain 

Cooper) ; the herritts (Albert A . , h d w a r d , and .barali H.) , man-

agers for 29 years; the Powells (Joseph; a mother, son, and 

grandson: barah ix., W i l s o n — s e n i o r and junior, the latter a 

president of tho board i'or 15 years); fcho Underbills (husband, 

brother, tv/o wives, and son) all managers, and one still ser-

ving; the whartons (mother ̂ D e b o r a h E.|, son:tJoseph|, and 

granddaughter:Joanna w . Lipp5.ncott|), all managers, one a 

president of the board for PA years and a large benefactor; 

the Willets (seven members, in three generations) all managers 

for 119 years among them, and one a president of the board for 

seven vears and a large benefactor; and the Worths, three gen-

orations (S. B . , ^l.izabeth^ Caroline PI.
 }
 and Elizabeth W . 

Snacknan) , all managers (one still serving) , 

T»ohq f aot or M ^ c r M ^ ^ t ^ / . 

The Officers and Committees of the board wore as follows: 

The £>oard during 1009-7 0 was served hy the two of the 

Corporation (0. h . Biddie and Edith v:, iitlee) ; by the o a
1

?']"
1

 or at 1 on
!

 rv 

Trear-urer (iionry u . C M — y ) • and beginning with 1870, by a 

President (1Q7Q"06#S. Willotsj\ b . '..harton^p-efrS and 

Secretary frlcWQ-yft^C. II. B idalBV IPiVfl Qfrwii I. E . hong-

•
 / r t

. V ^ _ / H w f >,
v 
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 committees were at first four in number, namely^ 

auditors, finance, building, and executive. In 1872, three 

more were added, namely^ instruction, museum, and Anson 

Lapham Repository. In 1874, a committee on trusts, endow-

ments and scholarships was added; physical laboratory was 

added to museum; and the name of the committee on the Anson 

Lapham Repository was changed to that of the Friends* His-

torical Library. In 1876, property was added to building; 

in 1881, physical laboratory was changed to laboratories; 

in 1889, the number of committees was increased from eight 

to nine by the addition of one entitled "trustees of endowed 

professorships", and to ten in 1894 by one on the library. 

At the present time, the committee of auditors is 

merged in that on finance; instruction and libraries are 

grouped together; one committee has charge of all trusts; 

and three new ones (namely, observatory, household, and 

nominating) have been added, making eight in all. 

With a board of thirty-two members, the average com-

mittee membership of from two to nine has been neither un-

duly large nor unduly small; while the various phases of the 

college life have been well supervised by committees of the 

board varying from four to ten in number. 

The /Chairmanships of /Committees have been fairly rep-

resentative of Philadelphia, New York and Baltimore, but 

not of women. 

Executive Committee: Ed. Hoopes, 69-74; H . Mcllvain 74-76; 
Clement Biddle 76-78; I. H . Clothier 
78-82; Emmor Roberts 82-02. 

Finance: Wm. Dofcsey 69-74; Ed. Hooves 74-76; Hugh Mcllvain* 
76-77; C. M . Biddle 77-80; I . H . Clothier 80-82; 
E . H . Ogden 82-86, 89-92; Emmor Roberts 86-89; Charles 
H . Biddle 92-01; R . M . Janney 01-02. 

if 



Trusts: S . Willets 74-83; Jos. Wharton 83-88; I. H . Clothier 
88-93; Ed. Ogden 93-99; Ed. Webster 99-02. 

Endowed Profs: I. H . Clothier 89-02. 

Buildings and Property: 11, Mcllvain 69-77; Clement M . Biddle 
77-78, 79-80; J. V . Watson 78-79; 
Emmor Roberts 80-81, 87-88; E d . Ogden 
81-87, 88-01; Ed. Webster 01-02. 

Instruction: Clement Biddle 70-84; E . M . Lamb 84-91; Annie S h o e -
maker 91-00; Abby W . Miller 00-02. 

Museum and Laboratories: J. Wharton 69-83; Anna M . Hunt 83-87; 
E . Stable^" 87-90; WJIty,. Jackson 90-92; 
Mary C. Clothier 92-98; Mary Willets 
98-02. 

Friends' Historical Library: Isaac Stephens 71-2, 83-4; Rachel 
T. Jackson 72-83; E . M . Lamb 84-5; 
E A . StablelT 85-87, 90-92; I. H . 
Clothier 87-89; Lydia H . Hall 89-90 
92-02. 

Library: Lydia H . Hall 94-02. 

The first by-laws of the board provided that there should 

be four stated meetings annually-—"on the first Third-day in 

the Fourth, Ninth and Twelfth months, and on the adjournment 

of the annual meeting of the stockholders (also in Twelfth 

MonthJ", and that special meetings might be called by "the Clerk" 

when requested by five members.
1

 The annual report of the board 

to the stock-holders, it was provided in these by-laws, was to 

be framed by the chairman (or " first named" ) of each of the 

standing committees, in coftperation with the president of the 

college. In 1870, the by-laws provided that the President of 

the Faculty and the Executive Committee should frame the report 

and submit it to the board for approval. 

The Executive Committee was constituted as follows by 

1-These dates were changed to the second Third-day, and a fifth 
meeting was added: "on the Third-day following the Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting in the Fifth month"; while the meeting in Fourth 
month was omitted, and substituted for it was one on the day 
preceding the annual meeting of the stockholders (Ibid. 1871, 
p. 48). 
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these by-laws: "This committee shall consist of sixteen mem-

bers, who shall have the general supervision of the College, 

&c., during the recess of the Board of Managers, and subject 

to its approval, shall decide upon such appointments of Pro-

fessors and Teachers as may become necessary. They shall also 

appoint such other employes as may, in their judgment, be re-

quired. They shall render the Faculty such aid as may be in 

their power in relation to instruction and discipline, and re-

port their proceedings, twice in the year, to the Board of 

Managers.^ 

Illustrative of the care and devotion of these committees, 

is the following report of the board in 1871 relating to the 

Executive Committee: "Since the issue of the last Annual Beport 

to the Stockholders, the Managers have endeavored to exercise a 

careful supervision of the institution committed to their charge, 

frequently visiting the College individually, to observe for 

themselves the working of the various departments, and holding 

the regular meetings required by the By-Laws. They have, in 

conformity with By-Law 8th, entrusted the general supervision 

of the College during their recess to the Executive Committee, 

consisting of one-half their number. This Committee has met 

at the College once a month, attended to the appointment of 

the necessary Professors and Teachers, and the different em-

ployes of the College, rendered the Faculty valuable assistance, 

and reported its proceedings regularly to the Board for its 

approval. The harmonious relation existing between the Com-

mittee and the Faculty, and their cordial cooperation in every 

1-Ibid. 1869, pp. 14-7. In 1871, the by-laws provided that 
"all the other committees shall be authorized to report to the 
Executive Committee". But the next year, this proviso was 
omitted. &l^L? 
8-StoclcholdorD' Mimrtco^ 1871, pp. 35-6. 
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measure calculated to promote the best interests of the College, 

are felt by all to be sources of great strength and encourage-

ment, and may well be regarded as an earnest of success in the 

future management of the institution. The Executive Committee 

has appointed monthly, from its own number, a committee of 

four, to visit the College at least once a week, and to obtain 

from frequent actual observation that intimate knowledge of 

the internal management of the institution which is indispensa-

ble to a full appreciation of its condition, its progress, and 

its present needs, a knowledge which can be satisfactorily ob-

tained in no other way." 

Of the Instruction Committee and its sub-comraittee, a 

report of the board says:**" "During the past year the Instruc-

tion Committee has appointed a part of its number as a visiting 

committee, which has visited and reported upon the classes 

every month. The work accomplished in the classes has been 

materially improved by this attention, and by the valuable 

suggestions given from time to time. The President is now 

making to this comraittee monthly reports of his visits to the 

classes, and of their condition, both in the College and Pre-

paratory School." , 

Visiting /Committees of women managers were appointed from 

time to time during this period to visit the dormitories and 
Pr 

kitchens and^keep a watchful eye over the details of housekeep-

ing. Since these committees were composed of members who were 

pre-eminent housekeepers at home, much of the notable cleanli-

ness and orderliness in the college were due to them. Dis-

orderly youths, especially of the male sex, considered these 

visits as entirely too efficient, and charged that they were 

1-Ibid. 18f5, p. 14. 



designed primarily to inspect bureau-drawers in search of to-

bacco and other forbidden luxuries. 

The outstanding managers in this period have already been 

mentioned; but the following additional facts concerning them 

may be stated. 

Isaac Stephens of New Jersey, whose work as a founder of 

the college has been noted in Volume I of this history, contin-

ued to serve as a manager from 1869 to 1886. On his death in 

1891, the board said of him that he was "one of Swarthmore's 

most steadfast friends, for a long time a most esteemed 

Manager, having qualities of mind and heart which peculiarly 

fitted him for interest in such work, and endeared him greatly 

to his associates. V/hen failing health required that he retire 

from the Board, he still continued a generous friend to the 

College." Besides many contributions of money to it during 

his life, he bequeathed v?5,000. to its endowment fund.
2 

On the last day of 1890, died Edward Hoopes of Pennsyl-

vania, "who may well be ranked", the board reported
3

, "with 

the earliest and best friends of Swarthmore. He was among 

the very first who gave earliest, persistent, and well-direc-

ted effort toward the establishment of the College,^ and for 

many years served as an efficient Manager, retiring only fin 

1876] when he felt that younger spirits could more vigorously 

conduct its affairs. His departure was keenly felt by 

those who knew him well and loved him for his kindness of 

heart, intelligent judgment, and sterling integrity of char-

acter".
5 

1-Some of the most helpful of them, whose terms overlapped the 
earlier or later period, have either been spoken of in Vol. I , 
or will be recorded in Vol. III. 
2-Ibid. 1891, p. 13. (Cf. Vol. I, pp. ff-Ibid. 1891, p. 13. 
4-Vol. I, pp. 5-Stockholders' Minutes, 1891, p. 13. 



M a n a g e r s 

(Write on pago numbered 9 - l H 

William Dorsey had been an active founder of the college,
1 

one of its managers from 1869 to 1874, the auditor and chair-

man of the finance committee and a member of the executive com-

mittee of the board from 1869 to 1871, and had taken "charge of 

I s> 

small express packages for the students" in 1871-72;
6 

On his death, in 1874, the board said:
3

 "One among the 

first to feel the necessity of a higher education among us, 

and to advocate the establishment of an institution to secure 

that end, W m . Dorsey was, from the beginning, an active worker 

for Swarthmore College. In our early conferences his voice 

was yery frequently heard, and his clear, distinct utterances 

of the important principles underlying the work, carrying ir-

resistible conviction to doubtful minds, will long be remem-

bered by many whose interest in Swarthmore was first awakened 

by his impressive words. After the necessary funds had been 

obtained, and the college building was completed, and opened 

to students, his interest continued unabated, and few members 

of the Board of Managers visited the Institution more frequent-

ly than he. During the critical period of the organization of 

the college, he watched over its progress with jealous care. 

He was especially concerned that, while a high intellectual 

standard should be maintained, the great fundamental principles 

of Truth, as professed by our Religious Society, should be taught, 

both by precept and example. Many earnest conversations of his 

upon this subject are remembered by those in authority within 

1-Volume I, pp. 5-lbid. 1874, pp. 44-5. 
2-Stockholders* Minutes, 1872, p. 29. These packages were left 
at his address, 925 Market Street, Philadelphia. 
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the college, and have had their weight in moulding and direc-

ting the internal management of the institution.^?During the 

last few years of his life his health was in a very critical 

condition, yet his interest in Swarthmore was such that he was 

rarely absent from a meeting of the managers; and few measures 

of importance have been adopted, in originating and introducing 

which he did not have a full share. For years, in times of 

especial difficulty or trial, it has been the practice of the 

Faculty, to seek his valuable aid and advice, and they have 

always found him a ready and sympathetic listener and sage 

counsellor in all the affairs of the college. So deeply, in-

deed, do they feel the great loss which they have sustained, 

that, although there are other able and willing hands to take 

up the burden which he has laid down, they are almost involun-

tarily inclined to say: 'Vainly look we for another 

In his place to stand.
1

" 

During the first five years after the college opened, the 

board lost only three members, and these died within four months 

before December, 1874. They were: Anna M . Hopper,
1

 William 

Dorsey, and S . B . Worth. 

The last named, like the other two, had served as manager 

from 1869 until his death in 1874. Of him, the board wrote:
2 

"S. B . Worth was not connected with the management of Swarth-

more during the earlier years of its history, before it was 

prepared for the admission of students; but at the first annual 

meeting of the Stockholders held after the opening of the col-

lege, in 12th mo., 1869, he was appointed to fill the vacancy 

caused by the resignation of our late highly esteemed and 

valued friend, T. Clarkson Taylor. He was placed at once, 

1-Infra, p. 2-Stockholders' Minutes, 1874, pp. 45-6. 
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"both upon the Executive and the Building Committees, positions 

which he has constantly filled since that time, and in which 

he has performed most valuable service. He has contributed 

largely to the material interests of the institution, by the 

various improvements which he has suggested, and by direct 

contributions to its treasury. He was one of those upon whom 

we felt that we could always call in cases of real need, and 

feel sure of a liberal response. He was thoroughly enlisted 

in the great work of advancing, in every possible way, the 

interests of Swarthmore. The very last improvement now decid-

ed upon, and likely to be made at an early day, the introduc-

tion of new gas works, was suggested and strongly urged by 

him; and his last act, before becoming unconscious, was sign-

ing a check for a contribution toward the purchase of the West 

Dale property. We feel that in him we have lost one of our 

most efficient managers and warmest friends." 

His wife, Elizabeth S. Worth, who served as manager from 

1869 to 1879, died in the last named year, and the board wrote 

that "she felt a deep interest in the welfare of the College, 

and her valuable services, together with those of her husband, 

- - - did much to secure the success thus early attained".
1 

One of the most active of the early managers was Hugh 

Mc Ilvain of Philadelphia, who was one of the founders and a 

member of the board from 1869 to 1877. Declining health caused 

him to resign in the latter year, and he died in 1879. The 

stockholders, at their meeting in December, 1877, passed the 

following resolution:
2

 "The connection of our esteemed friend, 

Hugh Mc Ilvain, with the Board of Management having for the 

present terminated, the Stockholders being fully impressed 

1-Ibid. 1879, p. 50. 2-Ibid. 1877, p. 46. 



with a sense of the services he has rendered to the College, 

feel desirous to place on record their appreciation of the 

importance and value of said services, so cheerfully and zeal-

ously performed by him in the interest of Swarthmore, since 

its foundation." 

On the occasion of his death, the board wrote:
1

 "The 

death of our friend Hugh Mcllvain, makes us feel that we owe 

a tribute to his memory. He was one of the original Corpora-

tors of the College, and from the first organization of the 

Board, Chairman of the Building and Property Committee. Through 

his activity and energy the plans for the erection of the Col-

lege were most ably and efficiently carried out, and its suc-

cessful arrangement and completion were largely due to his in-

dividual exertions, and he always maintained his warm interest 
o 

in the welfare of the Institution." 

Lucretia Mott, who died 1880, had been a lead-

ing founder of the college,
5

 but not a member of the board, 

which nevertheless, on her death, referred to her aoath as fol-

lows:
4

 "Her voice was ever heard in our annual meetings, cheer-

ing us with words of counsel and encouragement. She believed 

that the right cultivation and training of the intellectual 

faculties enlightened and enlarged the mind so as to make it 

a more fitting receptacle for Divine light and truth; and as 

she was one of the earliest and ablest advocates in our So-

ciety for a higher standard of education, her sympathies and 

interests were enlisted in the first efforts to provide for 

the need she had long felt. The system of joint education 

1-Ibid. 1879, p. 50. 
2-Cf. Volume I, pp. Besides being chairman of the building 

committee which built Parrish Hall, he was a member of the exec-
utive committee until 1871, and acted as treasurer in 1874-75. 

3-Cf. Vol. I, -passim. 4-Stockholders
f

 Minutes, 1880, p. 59. 



also received her cordial approval, and although never one of 

the Managers of Swarthmore, she manifested a warm and living 

interest in the work from the beginning. A few months before 

the College opened, her husband remarked that, if they were 

younger, it would be a satisfaction to himself and Lucretia 

to offer their services gratuitously for the benefit of the 

institution, and added that they felt that they could devote 

their lives to no nobler or more useful work. The memorial 

trees which they planted still flourish on our grounds, and 

we can only trust that the interests and hopes that were planted 

with them may also flourish and bear fruit in the future." 

She had shown her interest in the college after its open-

ing in many ways. Among these, were her subscription in 1870 

of $100 towards a gymnasium for the boys, and another in 1871, 

for "mechanical appliances". Had she and her husband been 

able to carry out their desire to become its first matron and 

superintendent, the richness of their legacy to it would have 

been greatly enhanced. 

from 1869 to 1874. She died in the latter y e a r — s i x years be 

M . Hopper was not actively engaged in the work of the College 

at its commencement, but she entered into its management in 

time to render important service in organizing and arranging 

its various departments, and from that time forward the insti-

tution had no more zealous and efficient worker. Her strong, 

clear intellect, united with great practical ability, qualified 

her for a wide field of usefulness in the active government of 

the College, and the trusts committed to her were discharged 

1-Ibid. 1874, p. tfifr 

was a member of the board 

fore her mother-—, on which occasion the board said:
1

 "Anna 



with the conscientious fidelity which so strongly marked her 

character. Her calm, deliberate judgment, was so just in its 

deoisions that its influence was felt to be of great importance 

in deciding difficult questions, while she ever commended her 

own views by a courteous respect for the opinions of others. 

From her first appointment as Manager, she has been an active 

member of the Executive Committee, ministering to the various 

needs of the College with a zeal and energy that never flagged, 

while her advanced ideas and just views upon educational sub-

jects made her counsels of great value in the Department of 

Instruction. She was rarely absent from our meetings, even 

during the last year of her life, when her failing health was 

painfully noticed by all. Her quiet unobtrusive nature shrank 

from notice, but the powerful influence of her character and 

example was felt and appreciated by those who had the privi-

lege of knowing its intrinsic dignity and excellence, and 

leaves with us a sorrowful consciousness of the loss which 

we have sustained." 

Her father-in-law was the distinguished abolitionist and 

"underground railroader", Isaac T. Hopper. At the cormience-

ment exercises\e# 1901, his surviving children, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren presented to the college a life-sized 

portrait in oil of this other eminent Friend and philanthropist. 

In the same year^died B . Rush Roberts, of Maryland, "ano-

ther valued friend", the board reported,
1

 "whose loss must be 

included in our record of the past year. He early released 

himself from the restraints of an active business life, and 

had leisure as well as inclination to give to the higher in-

terests and duties that claimed his attention, and was one of 

those who saw and felt the advantages which Swarthmore offered 

1-Ibid, 1880, pp. 58-9. 
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for a more enlarged education within the limits of our So-

ciety. He was appointed a member of the first Board of Mana-

gers, and continued in active service to the close of his life, 

with unabated interest in the welfare and success of the insti-

tution." j j L t ^ ^TJ 
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In 1890, died also Martha G . Hell-vain of Philadelphia, 

widow of Hugh LieIIvain
1

, who was also one of the founders and 

continued as a member of the board from 1869 until the year 

of her death. "From the very first years of the existence of 

our institution," the board reported, "she proved a most ex-

cellent helper as organizer and counsellor in the College 

household. As was said of old of a virtuous woman, * she loo-

keth well to the ways of her household*, so to this larger 

home the knowledge and wisdom of this dear friend so freely 
p 

bestowed were 'far above rubies'." 

Clement Biddle of Pennsylvania, another founder, contin-

ued to serve as manager from 1864 until 1885, and on his death 

in 1895, the board said of him:
3

 "He was one that labored 

faithfully for the establishment of the College, and for a 

long time served as Chairman of the Instruction Committee, as 

well as otherwise aiding in the work of the Board. Earnest 

and conscientious, his example as a consistent Friend is one 

we should not fail to present to those who now reap the bene-

fit of his labors." 

Daniel Underhill of Long Island died in 1899, after thir-

ty years as a member of the board, whose report in that year 

said of him:^ "From the establishment of the College till 

near the close of his life of seventy-three years, he worked 

unceasingly and most unobtrusively for its best interests. 

Ever faithful in his attendance upon the monthly meetings of 

the Executive Committee, his presence always inspired confi-

dence that somehow, somewhere, his integrity of character was 
1-Infra.'p. 2-Stockholders* Minutes, 1891, p. 13. 
5-lbid. 1895, p. 16. He resigned from the board in 1885

?
^and 

the board first declined, and then reluctantly 
1885, p. 11). 
4-Ibid, 1899, p. 22. 
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"being infused into the Institution he so loved." 

Of Samuel Willets of New York, much has been recorded in 

Volume I of this history. He continued to serve as manager 

from 1869 until his death in 1885.
1 

Rachel T . Jackson of 3 / h i l a d e l p h i W , another of the founders, 

who was a manager also from 1862 until her death in 1885. The 

o 

board said of her: "During the past few yeai's, in consequence 

of failing health, she has been unable to give that attention 

to her duties as a Manager which she so much desired; but she 

frequently visited the College and made valuable suggestions as 

to its care and management. Through her long experience in edu-

cational matters her counsels were valuable, and had deservedly 

great influence with those associated with her in the work. She 

was especiallj'- interested in promoting the usefulness of the 

Friends' Library at the College, and had, for several years, 

been chairman of the Committee having it in charge. Her loss 

is deeply felt and cannot easily be supplied." 

Robert Biddle of Philadelphia, who had served the college 

as treasurer and ex-officio manager from 1875 to 1901, resigned 

in the last-named year, and the board spoke of him as follows:
3 

"While the advanced age of our friend would seem to render his 

retirement necessary, there was a general feeling of regret at 

the sundering of ties which have existed for about a quarter of 

a century. The Clerks are requested to convey to him our acknow-

ledgment of his long continued and faithful service and the debt 

of gratitude which Swarthmore must ever owe to him as one of its 

most constant friends and benefactors." 

m m m m m m i m ^ m m H m m m m m i m m m M m 

l~Vol. I, pp. (Cf. infra, pp. ) 
8-Ibid. 1883, p. 13\ Cf. infra, p. \ '' 
5-lbid. 1901, pp. 9-10. He died in December, 1902. 



12. 

Anna M . Hunt, whose services as manager from 1875 to 1896 

were thus recorded "by the h o a r d " F r o m the early days of the 

College till near the close of last year, she gave earnest 

thought and attention to its needs. Her intelligent observa-

tions were valuable and she appreciated and encouraged our 

Professors, especially in Natural History science. We miss 

her presence, but with Charming we realize that 'Heaven and 

earth are not far apart. That every new insight into God's 

works, every new impulse given to the love of truth and good-

ness associates us with the departed, brings us nearer to them^ 

Dr. M . Fisher Longstreth died in December, 1891, after 

twenty-one years service (1871-91). He was thus referred to 

2 

by the board: "Almost from the foundation of the college he 

gave to its affairs most constant and valuable service as Sec-

retary of the Board, and of the Executive Committee, and for a 

long time both Secretary and Treasurer of the Committee on 

Trusts, Endowments, and Scholarships, his labors were untiring 

for the benefit of Swarthmore. His diversified knowledge and 

ability, added to his love for literary work, well-fitted him 

for his position, and these together with his kindly nature 

and devotion to all that is good and true, endeared him to his 

friends, who gratefully remember his services." 

Mary T . Longstreth, the wife of Dr. Longstreth died in 

the preceding 3
r

ear, after fifteen years on the board (1872-87), 

and her services were acknowledged as follows:
3

 "She was, for 

many years, most untiring in her devotion to the best interests 

of the College, and her gentle nature won for her the love of 

her associates. Her departure", the report continues, "has 

1-Ibid, 1897, v, 21. She died in March, 1897. 
2-Ibid. 1892, p. 14. 
5-Ibid. 1890, p. 16. 
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"been followed by that of Anna M , Ferris, who leaves a like re-

cord of efficient service ^a manager from 1871 to 1887] to the 

cause of higher education. Her superior qualities of both mind 

and heart, under the influence of Divine love, endeared her to 

those of us whose privilege it was to labor with her." 

One of the tragic and lamented events of 1902 was the 

death, by accident at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, of How-

ard M . Jenkins, of Philadelphia. The board records its appre-

ciation of him as follows:
1

 "The peculiar circumstances of 

his death made the event prominent throughout the whole commu-

nity where he was widely known, and as widely lamented. It is 

in the Society of Friends that his loss is most sadly felt; in 

almost every branch of the work of the church, and especially 

in its educational concerns he was an energetic worker and an 

acknowledged leader. Though he has for many years been inter-

ested in, and helpful to, Swarthmore College, he has been but 

a short time a member of its Board of Managers Q.901-0^), and 

his earnest belief that the College is destined to exert an 

incalculable influence on the Society of Friends made him a 

most valuable member of the Board, and one of its soundest 

counsellors. We can scarcely yet realize the extent of the 

loss which his death has brought, not alone in the sense of 

wide-spread personal bereavement, but to the work of Swarth-

more college, which work is the cause of higher education in 

the Society of Friends." 

President Swain, in his report to the board in 1902, made 

the following statement:
2

 "Howard M , Jenkins, a member of the 

Board of Managers, died Tenth month 11, in the 61st year of 

his age. He was distinguished by patience, courtesy, sound 

1-Ibld. 1902, p. 19. 
2-Tbid. 1902, p. 20. 
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judgment, wide knowledge and gentle decision. He made the 

finest use of his talents in the promotion of the religious 

Society of Friends, good government and education. Public 

spirited, magnanimous, upright and serene, he was a true type 

of a Christian gentleman." 

Like the low grave-stones in the burying-grounds of the 

Friends, such were the brief and simple records made by their 

fellow-managers of those who had lived and worked and gone be-

fore; but they might well have added, "if you seek their monu-

ment, look around you". 



i Finances 

When the college opened its doors for its first students 

on November 10, 1869, the cost of its land had been $ 

and of its main building and other accessories $222,990.62, 

making a total expenditure of $ , with $28,000 more 
/(jw 

to be spent on work still unfinished, and a cash balancejof 

only $159.56,an ImrnU The stockholders therefore agreed, at 

their meeting on December 7, 1869, to increase the capital 

stock of the corporation to $300,000 and authorized the board 

to issue certificates of stock up to that amount. They also 

appealed to former subscribers for stock to the amount of $10,000 

to pay in their subscriptions "at an early day".
1 

Within the ensuing year, it was found desirable to increase 

the amount of stock to $500,000; this was done by the stock-

holders in 1870, and at the same time subscriptions of $4,000 

were made for building a gymnasium. The year's expenditures 

had been $49,577.70; but the college was still self-supporting, 

and the treasurer held a balance in December, 1870, of $248.60. 

At the stockholders* meeting the next year, contributions 

for mechanical appliances ($300), cases for the museum ($240), 

and a barn ($375) were made; and it was reported that a "Friend 

from New York" (Samuel Willets) had offered to contribute to a 

general endowment fund a sum equal to other contributions up to 

$5,000. The expenditures for 1870-71 amounted to $21,607.45, 

and a balance of $599.14 was left; while in 1871-72, the expen-

ditures were only $6,567.40 and the balance $465.84.
3 

1-Stockholders* Minutes, 1869, pp. 6-7, 10-11, The previous amount 
was A supplement to the charter permitting this in-
crease was procured: Ibid. 1871, 9-10, 46. 

2-Ibid. 1870, pp. 13, 8-9. 5-Ibid. 1871, pp. 34-5, 42-3; 1872, p. 45. 



2 

The very small balance at the end of each of the first 

three years, and the necessity of future much larger expen-

ditures led the board to make to the stockholders in 1872 the 

following appeal:
1

 "Although the number of students is consi-

derably greater than at any previous period, in consequence of 

the moderate price of tuition the receipts are only sufficient 

to cover the current expenses; and are entirely inadequate to 

make the necessary increase in the Reference and General Li-

braries and the Cabinet of Natural History, supply additional 

apparatus to facilitate the instruction in the various depart-

ments, and make the needed improvements in the buildings and 

grounds. For these things the College must continue to rely 

upon private liberality as heretofore; and it is a source of 

increasing satisfaction to the members of the Board to find 

that those who have once enlisted in the enterprise, and have 

had the best opportunity to witness the practical working of 

the institution, are the most ready to contribute liberally 

to its support and improvement, Ĵ  The general summary of the 

additional means needed for the coming year, called for in 
QtJU fi^y-t—c—A— — - ^ f e x ^ j 

thisyreport, and for which the College must depend upon pri-

vate generosity, will stand as follows:— 

Apparatus and Reference Books for Chemical Laboratory, $ 500 

Apparatus and Reference Books for Physical Laboratory, 500 

Cases and Specimens for Museum of Natural History, • 2000 

Books, Maps, Charts, &c., for Reference Library, • • 1000 

Workshop and Mechanical Appliances, . . . . . . 1000 

Girls* Gymnasium and Natatorium, . . . . . . . 5000 

This sum of ten thousand dollars is not merely a general state-

ment of what might be expended with advantage during the coming 

year, but a carefully prepared estimate of the present actual 

1-Ibid. 1872, pp. 42-44. V 7 



needs of the College, and should be subscribed and paid in be-

fore the close of the year, besides making a considerable addi-
« 

tion to the small educational fund.^ That the receipts from the 

^tudents will do no more than pay the regular current expenses 

of the College, includfing the necessary repairs, without mak-

ing improvements of any kind, ought not to be a source of sur-

prise or disappointment to the Stockholders. The finances have 

been most carefully and economically managed by the Treasurer 

and Finance Committee; and yet, with a largely increased number 

of students, little or no surplus can be expected at the end of 

the year. This must necessarily be the case, where the best in-

struction in all the various departments is offered to the stu-

dents at a moderate price, with rjg extra charges. not even for 

the use of books. Nor can the friends of the College suppose 

that Swarthmore stands alone in depending, for improvements, 

upon private liberality. All of the principal colleges in the 

country depend so largely upon endowments and private subscrip-

tions, that the receipts from the students constitute but a 

small portion of their annual income. If Swarthmore had for 

its chief object the accumulation of money, instead of the ad-

vancement of the cause of Education, there is no doubt but that 

a surplus, for a few years at least, could readily be saved from 

the present receipts, for the simple reason that much more would 

be received from the public than would be given to the public in 

return. Our College was surely never intended to be managed 

upon such principles, and to become a pensioner upon the public 

instead of a public benefactor. If its annual receipts continue 

to cover its regular current expenses and repairs, it is all that 

its best friends can reasonably expect; and the improvements must 

continue to be made, until the institution is largely endowed, by 

constantly renewed and liberal private subscriptions." 



The expenditures for 1872-75 increased to $16,987.45, be-

cause of sundry improvements and additions during the year; but 

a loan of #4,112.75 had been necessary, the balance amounted to 

only $686.46, and there were still improvements to be made. The 

board accordingly emphasized its appeal of the previous year by 

the statement that "it could not, of course, be expected that 

the various additions and improvements which have been enumer-

ated in this Report should be made from the regular receipts. 

For the means to accomplish so many of these in a single year 

we are still further indebted to those friends of the College 

who have heretofore supplied them when improvements were deman-

ded. We most earnestly commend their example to those who have 

means at their command, and entreat their aid in a work fraught, 

as we believe, with the highest interests of the rising genera-

tion among us, and of the religious society to which we belong".
1 

The financial crisis of 1873-74 was being deeply felt by 

the country at large, but the board gratefully reported that, 

although it had "produced so marked an effect upon fashionable 

and expensive schools throughout the country, it has but slight-

ly affected the current receipts at Swarthmore". 

The expenditures during the year had been #14,153.82, and 

the balance (including a loan of $3,612.75) was #4,306.50. But 
o 

the board made the following encouraging report: "Friends are 

beginning to learn the lesson of giving liberally of their sub-

stance to advance the cause of education among us, and some of 

them have already learned that lesson well. It costs large sums 

of money to build and equip a college, and still larger sums to 

endow it in such a manner that all its departments may be tho-

roughly organized, its various professorships properly filled, 

1-Ibid. 1873, pp. 52-3. 2-Ibid. 1874, pp. 52-4. 
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and that it may answer fully the highest ends for which it was 

designed. We would again remind the Stockholders that one essen-

tial difference "between our College and many large private schools 

is that they were established to make money, Swarthmore to ad-

vance the interests of higher education, and that we cannot be 

expected to accumulate wealth, or meet with great pecuniary suc-

cess, for the plain reason that we hope always to continue to 

give to the public more than we receive from the public in re-

turn. This must ever be the worthy aim of all higher institu-

tions of learning." 

The "hard times" following the crisis of 1873-74 still 

left Swarthmore relatively unaffected, the board reported. It 

had been even possible to purchase the "Westdale" property, to 

repair the West House and fit it up as the residence of two pro-

fessors for an expenditure of $26,000, and to complete the pres-

ident's house and lay out the adjacent grounds for the sum of 

$11,000. The total expenditures had been $131,319.36, and the 

balance was $10,231.64. While these facts were distinctly en-

couraging, the board tempered its report of them by reminding 

the stockholders that, "while the receipts of the College for 

the past year have fully paid the current expenses, in the same 

sense in which that statement has been made in the previous re-

ports, it should always be borne in mind that this cannot be 

said to be strictly the case unless the receipts are sufficient 

to furnish a fund for repairs, and also to enable the College 

to make successive improvements in the means of teaching and 

illustrating the several departments. The building and the 

furniture, through the constant care and oversight of the buil-

ding and furnishing committees, have been kept in thorough and 

SC 
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excellent repair: the high ground upon which the College has 

always stood in these respects, should characterize it in all 

of the departments. In conclusion, we must not lose sight of 

the fact that the permanency of the institution, as a seat of 

liberal learning, depends largely upon its being so completely 

equipped with all of the facilities for instruction as to en-

able it to keep fully up to the ever increasing demands of the 

age in which we live^l
1 

The year 1875-76 was again marked by "great financial em-

barassments under which the country was still laboring"; but 

the board was able to report that the number of students and 

corps of instructors had remained about the same, and the cur-

rent expenses had been "rather more than met by the annual re-

ceipts". The expenditures had been $79,959.92 during 1875-76 

2 

and the balance was $10,658.01; during the next year, the ex-

penditures were $80,597.26 and the balance was $3,406.44. 

While the board had wisely reefed the college sails dur-

ing the financial storm which continued during the years 1875-76 

and 1876-77 and did not make large expenditures on improvements, 

it again reminded the stockholders of the course -which the Qua-

ker college was designed to steer. "It has ever been the hope 

of the Managers", their report of 1877 stated,
3

 "that Swarth-

more may more and more inculcate and exemplify those principles 

and that simplicity to which Friends bear testimony. Great sac-

rifices have been made to found and establish this Institution 

of learning. It has been, from the first, a labor of love and 

devotion. The effort was in harmony w i t h — i t was the outgrowth 

of—principles which it is the mission of our Religious Society 
1-Ibid. 1875, pp. 44, 50, 52. 2-Ibid. 1876, pp. 45, 51. 
5-lbid. 1877, pp. 54-55

?
fJ. 
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to cherish and promulgate; namely, the devotion of our means, 

not to display, but to real good; and the exercise of a judi-

cious care that we may provide liberally for all of those things 

which contribute to the moral and intellectual advancement of 

coming generations. Although the outward and material estab-

lishment of Swarthmore is well nigh finished; the great work 

undertaken by its far-sighted founders is scarcely begun; and, 

unless it is to be dwarfed and hindered of its hoped for per-

fection, others must continually take up and carry on the work 

with the same broad spirit of liberality in which it was con-

ceived. A certain grade and class of schools are self-sustain-

ing, but higher education has ever been, and must continue to 

be the self-sacrificing contribution of the present to the 

future." 

As one means—other than scholarships—of enabling more 

students in the hard times to acquire a college education, the 

board planned to reduce the price of board and tuition in the 

Preparatory School, which had been the same as in the college. 

In its report of 1877, it stated: "The subject of a reduction 

in the price of £board and] tuition has, at different times, 

claimed the attention of the Board. The receipts since the 

opening of the College have been considerably in excess of the 

regular running expenses,
1

 but the necessity of completing our 

outfit and adding improvements from time to time, has hereto-

fore prevented action in this matter. The Board, at its meet-

ing yesterday, authorized the Committee on Trusts, Endowments 

and Scholarships, at their discretion, to admit any students in 

the Preparatory School at the rate of Two hundred and Fifty 

Dollars per annum." 

-The profit made on students* board and tuition had been: #5,563.89 for 
1870-71; the same for 1871-72 and 1872-73, and $1,786 for 1876-77; while 
the loss had been ^3,595.91 for 1875-76 and $3,710.21 for 1877-78; mak-
ing a net profit of $11,171.55. 
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The charge for board and tuition had been from the begin-

ning $350 per year of forty vreeks for all resident students, 

and $200 for all day students "including dinner {at midday) at 

the tables with the resident students". The use of "books not 

taken out of the building" was also included for all students; 

and it was provided that, since it was "desirable to many stu-

dents, especially in the advanced classes, to carry away with 

them the text books used in the course of their studies, these 

will be furnished them at a discount on ordinary prices."
1 

The method of distributing the text-books among the stu-

dents is thus graphically described by Dr. Magill:
2 n 

As for the promised reduction of the price of board and 

tuition for the preparatory pupils, it was reported in 1878 

that it had been decided " to confine the offer, for this year, 

to the children of Friends, all of whom have been admitted to 

the school at the reduced rates {$250 in Class D , $300 in Class 

C, $350 remaining for all other classes); and in addition to 

this, aid has been freely extended, from the interest of the 

Endowment Fund, still further to cheapen tuition where deser-

ving applicants could not pay full rates. This aid has not 

been confined to Friends, and has been especially offered, in 

a separate circular, to those who are preparing themselves for 

the business of teaching." 

The result of this reduction was to increase the number 

of pupils in the preparatory department from 106 in 1877-78 to 

149 in 1878-79, and in the college as a whole from 211 to 263. 

This proved to be casting bread upon the waters; for, as the 

board stated, "the income, even at the lower rates, has in-

Oatalogues, 1869-70 to 1878-79. There were no extra charges to students, 
except for stationery, drawing instruments, doctors' fees, and labora-
tory chemicals. 
"Fifty-five Tears in the Life of a Teacher" , 189 , pp. 



creased faster than the expenses—"because many of our expenses, 

as fuel, light, salaries, wages, etc., are nearly as great with 

a smaller attendance as when the College is full"."
1

" 

On September 25, 1881, occurred the great fire, which ne-

cessitated the restoration of the main building at an estimated 

cost of "not less than #174,000", and caused extra expenses es-

timated at more than #100,000. Against this loss, the insurance 

on the building amounted to $100,000, and on equipment to $30,000. 

To meet the financial emergency, a committee of the board 

procured subscriptions of about $45,500 before October 25, 1881; 

and an appeal was made at a special stockholders' meeting held 

on the last mentioned date for the purchase of $160,000 worth 

of stock still unissued. A committee of twenty stockholders was 

then appointed to raise funds by subscription to stock and do-

nations.
2 

By December, 1882, the committee reported collections of 

about $80,000 which, including #130,000 received from insurance, 

left a necessary balance of about $65,000 still to be collected. 

The board therefore issued the following appeal: "It is con-

trary to the usual policy of Friends to incur indebtedness, and 

a circular has recently been issued asking that the amount of 

deficit be subscribed before 1st month 1st, 1885, and the nece-

ssity of meeting that deficit by executing a mortgage upon the 

property be thereby obviated. It is hoped that Friends will come 

1-Stockholders' Minutes, 1878, p. 47. 
2-Stockholders* Special Minutes, October 25, 1881, pp. 7-10. The committee 

of twenty was composed of: Dillwyn Parrish, Clement Biddle, Thomas Wood-
nutt, Edmund Webster, Phebe W . Foulke, I. Reece Lewis, Mark Dodgson, 
Helen S. Comly, Herman Hoopes, Lydia H . Hall, Thomas Foulke, and Henry 
M . Laing, of Philadelphia; Daniel Underbill, Robert Willets, Isaac Ste-
phens, Hannah W . Haydock, Robert Haydock, and Caroline M . Reeves, of 
New York; and Eli M . Lamb and Benjamin Miller,of Baltimore. 

3-Stockholders' Minutes, 1882, pp. 6 4 - 5 A 
J-L. 
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forward promptly with subscriptions necessary to secure this re-

sult, as otherwise a mortgage must inevitably be placed upon the 

property early in the coming year. The present flourishing con-

dition of the School and College warrants the conclusion, that 

it will continue to be self-supporting in the future as it has 

been in the past; but it could not be expected that large defi-

ciencies could be made up from current receipts. Friends are 

therefore earnestly requested to take measures that will place 

the only College in the country under the care of members of our 
* 

Religious Society, upon a secure and firm foundation." 

In anticipation of the possible necessity of procuring a 

loan on mortgage, the stockholders passed a resolution authoriz-

ing the board to do so.
1 

Under the stress of financial pressure, the board in 1882-83 . 

increased the nrice of board and tuition to $300 in Class 

1350 in the other preparatory classes, a n d ^ 4 5 0 In the oollese 

classes, with a reduction of $100 in all of these classes to 
o 

children of Friends. The result of this action was to Increase 

the amount received from students the next year from #71,822.45 

to #84,583.99.
3 

The subscriptions to the stock, also, had been so success-

ful that the board was able to report in December, 1883, as fol-

lows:^ "At that time (1882J we feared that it might be necessary 

to execute a mortgage upon the property to cover this indebted-

ness. Soon after our Annual Meeting, however, new subscriptions 

were started, and these were so successful that, on the 18th of 
-Ibid, 1882, p. 65. An amendment was at first adopted restricting the amount 
of the loan to "the deficiency on the first day of second month next (Febru-
ary, 18853"; but on reconsideration, this amendment was stricken out. 

-Ibid. 1882, p. 63. 
-The total expenditures for these two years were 198,798.80 and $90,970.40, 
respectively. 

-Stockholders' Minutes, 1883, p. 23. 



End month last, a public meeting was held at the College, at 

which the new building was formally transferred to the Manag-

ers by the Re-building Committee, entirely free from debt. 

This gratifying result was reached by the contributions of many 

friends to whom the College was already deeply indebted, among 

whom should be especially mentioned our late friend Samuel Wil-

lets, President of our Board, whose liberal final subscription 

has already been referred to in this report."'Tffrhis last ref-

erence was as follows:
1

 "In entering upon this, our Twentieth 

Annual Report to the Stockholders, it seems fitting to refer 

to the great loss which we have sustained in the death of the 

President of our Board, Samuel "Willets, of New York. Actively 

interested in the work of establishing the College from the 

first, it is not too much to say that, but for the substantial 

aid which he gave to the enterprise, it is not likely that the 

earnest desire of many friends to establish a College under the 

auspices of our Religious Society would even yet have been rea-

lized. He was not only a very large subscriber to the stock of 

the College in the beginning, but generously furnished addition-

al aid as it was needed year by year. One of the later acts of 

his life was the signing of a check for $25,000 to complete the 

subscription for the |65,000 needed to free the restored College 

building from debt. So long as his health permitted he never 

failed to be with us on the occasion of our Annual Commencements 

and he very regularly attended the meetings of the Board, where 

his wise and moderate counsels were of no less value than his li 

beral pecuniary aid. In his will the College was not forgotten, 

as the following words, quoted from that document will show*. 

1-Ibid. 1883, p. 12. 
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' I T E M : — I do give and bequeath to Swarthmore College of 

Pennsylvania, of which I am now the President, and Robert Bi-

ddle is Treasurer, one hundred thousand dollars; and on the 

payment thereof my executors are directed to take a certifi-

cate for four thousand shares of stock in said College, if 

there be so much stock in the hands of the managers, and if 

not, they are to pay said amount without receiving the full 

amount of stock, which stock shall form a part of my resid-

uary estate, which sum of one hundred thousand dollars shall 

be held by said college as and for a permanent fund, and to 

be secured by good and sufficient securities forever.
1

" .. 

a
 house in'Philadelphia (No. 727 Chestnut Street), which 

^ had belonged to and one-third in-

terest in which had been 

was sold, with consent of the stockholders' meeting in 1886 

for $100,000, and one-third of the proceeds thereof ($53,846.16) 

was paid to the college.
1

 Meanwhile, in 1882, the Ingersoll 

property (55 acres) and the Harper property (14 acres), both 
P 

adjoining the college campus, were purchased for . 

Seven years later, the Strath-JIaven Mill property (35 acres) 
3 

was purchased for $4,000, subject to a mortgage of $10,000. 

With increasing income due to endowments, it was decided, 

in 1887, to procure an amendment to the charter permitting an 

inorease in the yearly annual income of $30,000 from property 
H-

to a sum not exceeding $100,000 

The sum received for board and tuition of students had 

been dwindling during the past decade until it reached, in 

1891-92, the sum of $62,527.04. Although the endowment funds 

had been increased by that time to about $250,000,the general 
1-Ibid. 1886, pp. 10-12. 2-Cf. infra, p. ^ampu&t p. 4. 
5-Stockholders' Minutes, 1889, 

P*
 1 4

' S7 
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expenditures amounted in 1898 to about $147,000, leaving a bal 

ance of only $172.96. To improve the financial condition, the 

board sold in that year the land it owned to the south of the 

railroad and east of Chester Road ( acres) for #25,000.
1 

They heard rumors or saw evidence of the financial straits 

in which the college authorities were brought. One of the Halevon 

2 

bards put it thus: 

Rah! Rah! Swarthmore, have you any gold? 

N o , sir! no, sir! we*ve been told. 

None for our teachers, none for our dean, 

None for our Budget that keeps the rooms clean. 

The elimination of the preparatory department had the effect 

of decreasing the number of students and increasing the per cap-

ita cost of teaching. The reasons for this we re ̂tirace "pupils in 

secondary schools may be taught in large classes, in comparatively 

few subjects, and with inexpensive equipment. But in the college, 

the number of classes must be greater, the teaching talent of a 

much higher grade, and the equipment much more expensive".^ 

Further declines of income from the students also occured, 

namely $2,700 (in 1894-95), #2,650 (in 1895-96), #1,400 (in 

1896-97). 

These losses were met by "a reorganization of both curri-

culum and faculty. The courses of study in the various depart-

ments were so simplified that all assistants not absolutely ne-

cessary might be dispensed with, and so that the required courses 

1-Ibid, 1892, pp. 10-12. 3-Stockholders* Minutes, 1894, pp. 16-17, 

2 - i M | ^ 1 8 9 5 , p. 117. 



The "Depression" struck the college in 1895, and with the 

decreasing number of students the receipts from them sank to 

^56,068.90, while the general expenses amounted to $110,999.15.
1 

The students were not entirely exempt from the effect of the 

depression on their activities, the 1895 Halcyon (published in 

the spring of 1894) offering for its deficiencies the following 

apology: "Checked as we have been by the general financial 

depression of the country, in our desire to decorate our book 

with the picturesque views of the college buildings and grounds, 

we have thrown all the energies of our spare moments into co-

llecting from the many pleasing incidents of college life little 

odds and ends." 

T l l e

 Halcyon managers had incurred a series of annual def-

icits, until Walter Clothier '95 barely managed to get the 1895 

Halcyon published with a balance of $57. y The faculty then de-

cided that deficits in student publications must come to an end. 

The 1896 Halcyon's editor tells of the anxiety of the class as 

follows: "The cycle of another year has borne to us the privi-

lege of continuing on its mission our beloved College Annual. 

But a brief four months ago, and we were awaiting with longing 

hopefulness yet dreading expectancy the decision of the Faculty 

as their sage discussions kept for a long time swinging in the 

balance the question of its continued existence. A great bur-

den rolled away when we were greeted with the news that per-
rz 

mission had been granted us to continue the Halcyon". 
1

grtfr±3r-3r&K), whon ito poworo woro mcrgod in the "board of 

maaagor&j the cnrprvrntlon continued to be—nominally, at least-* 

the controlling body of tho collogo»—Ito meetings of tho oto&k-

1-Ibid, 1894, p. 10. 
2-Halcyon

f
 1895, p. 6. 

5-Ibid. 1896. p. 5. 
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of each department might become elective for students of other 

departments. The number of departments, which had risen to 
c _ 

fourteen, was reduced by aonsolidation. — - The departments of 

History and Economics were united, while Rhetoric and Composi-

tion and Elocution were made parts of the general department 

of English. Furthermore, the work in Biology and Chemistry was 

so arranged as to dispense with assistants in these branches, 

at least for the present". 

The authorities consoled themselves for these retreats by 

reasoning that "the students are brought more in contact with 

the mature minds of the professors, thus gaining more in the 

quality of the teaching than they could lose by reductions in 

the number of electives offered by assistants". At the same 

time it was made possible
 n

t o secure and hold a higher grade 

of professors by paying higher salaries to the heads of de-

partments" .
1 

This last optimistic hope was not realized; for the next 

step was a reduction of ten per cent in salaries, in 1 8 9 4 — 

An Annual Income Fund of $5,000 to meet deficits was appealed 
A 

for in 1894-95, and brought in $3,374.68; but the deficit for 

that year amounted to $4,084.63. The Income Fund brought in 

only $271 in 1895-96; the deficit amounted to $1,351.93; and 

a loan of $8,000 had to be made from a national bank. An ap-

peal was also made for "every effort to increase the number of 

well prepared students"; but the number fell the next year from 

180 to 172, and in 1897-98 to 162 (of whom only 68 were men).
2 

In an endeavor to increase the number of students and there-

by the college income, a students* loan fund was procured. Pres-

ident DeGarmo reporting on this measure, wrote as follows:
3 

1-Ibid. 1894, p. 17. 2-lbid. 1895, p. 16. 5-Ibid. 1896, pp. 19-20. 

Cc 
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"Through the liberality of a Friend, the nucleus of a loan fund 

for students has been established. Because of a small amount of 

assistance rendered to each from this fund, at least five stu-

dents are now in college who would not otherwise have been able 

to attend. It would be of great service to the college, as well 

as to many individuals, could this fund be increased. Vassar 

College now loans between three and four thousand dollars ann-

ually to students. If this fund cannot be established at once 

by donation, it is suggested that it might be expedient for the 

college itself to use a part of its own funds for this purpose, 

charging a small rate of interest. A young person of good health, 

good mind, and good principles can better afford to borrow a thou-

sand dollars for a college education than to do without it. Us-

ually, a much smaller sum would suffice. By teaching, or by other 

employment, it can in most cases be returned in two^years. Such 

a provision would make it possible for many a student to complete 

a college course who must now go through life with his powers but 

half developed. It would bring added numbers to the college, and 

added zeal to the work, for we are most careful to use well that 

for which we pay. How the money should be loaned to secure the 

best results may be open to question. At Vassar, what may be 

termed the honor system is followed with good results, practi-

cally no money being lost. At Harvard, on the contrary, exper-

ience has shown, Prest. Eliot says, that the business, or legal 

system, is best. At Vassar the administration of the fund is 

in the hands of a students' aid society, composed largely of 

alumnae, the aid being extended, of course, to young women. Un-

der these conditions the social obligation has rendered the le-

gal one unnecessary. Harvard, dealing with young men from every 

part of the Union, finds that any laxity in the business adminis-

tration of these loans leads to financial loss to the college and 
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to demoralization to the student. With us a combination of 

the two systems might give the best results." 

President DeGaimo's term did not last long enough to see 

the full fruition of this plan. He resigned at the end of 1898; 

and his successor, William W . Birdsall, endeavored to fill up 

the ranks of students by strengthening the ties between the col-

lege and the Friends' schools. He enlisted more than ever in 

this endeavor the members of the faculty, who travelled forth 

on many a tour, lecturing to the students of preparatory schools 

from the ages of seventeen to seven. Illustrative of some of 

the difficulties, grave and gay, which they encountered on these 

trips, Professor Trotter told the story that when he was lec-

turing his sprightliest on some biological topic, a small boy 

among his auditors raised his hand and enquired audibly and em-

phatically, "Please, mister, may I go out and get a drink?" 

President Birdsall recognized this service on the part of 

the faculty in his first report as follows:
1

 "The faculty have 

given their most devoted labor to teaching, to writing, to lec-

turing. They have done their best to spread the name and fame 

of the college. No proper means in their power to arouse en-

thusiasm for the college both at home and abroad have they left 

untried; yet all their efforts, untiring, devoted, and able as 

they are have not sufficed to meet the competition produced by 

the recent changes in Higher Education, and fill our college 

with students." 

To meet this competition, he proposed also the improve-

ment of the college's facilities by greatly increasing the en-

dowment fund, by erecting and endowing a library, and by the 

1-Ibid. 1897, p. 22. 

6 
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building of a gymnasium for the men students. The alumni and 

ex-students took first step in this proposed renaissance 

for the college" by agreeing to raise #15,000 for the gymnasium. 

The new gymnasium was erected in 1899 at a cost of $16,000; but 

the other two dreams were not realized in President Birdsall's 

administration.^The number of students did increase to 188 in 

1898-99, and to 208 in 1899-1900; the latter number was the lar-

gest since the preparatory department was dropped. President 

Birdsall was much encouraged by this increase, and he issued a 

circular in August, 1900, directed to students on vacation and 

prospective ones, announcing various changes and additions in 

the teaching force and advising early notice of application for 

the coming year, "eys it seems -probable that every room at our 

dis-posal will be occupied". But during 1900-01, the number of 

students declined to 196, and to 200 in 1901-02. 

At the end of the period, the receipts from students a-

mounted to $58,504.65, and the surplus in the general college 

account for 1901-02 was $10,175.88; but this was due to the re-

ceipt of $14,292.37 from the deficiency or contingent fund. 

This last mentioned fund 

The deficiency fund's completion was heralded in the pres-

ident's report of 1901 as follows:
1

 "The completion of the de-

ficiency fund, confidently looked forward to at the time of my 

last report, was accomplished soon after the first of the cal-

endar year. The generous manner in which the Alumni and former 

1-Ibid, 1901, p. 24. 



students and friends of the institution came to its assistance 

upon this occasion must "be a source of the liveliest satisfac-

tion to us all. The amount which it was determined to raise 

was large, being probably more than sufficient during the five 

years of its term to cancel the existing deficit and provide 

during that term for any probable excess of expenditure over 

current income. Wot only was this sum realized but the annual 

subscriptions amounted to more than ^1200 in excess. Partic-

ularly notable is the subscription of Alumni and ex-students, 

most of them still below middle life, and consequently not yet 

possessed of large accumulations, who have set aside for a term 

of years a definite sum of money for the freeing of their Alma 

Mater from financial difficulty. The list of subscribers in-

cludes names from almost every class since the opening of the 

institution. iMot only have graduates of the college been will-

ing to give but in many instances those who have studied only a 

year or two at Swarthmore have been most anxious to testify their 

affection for the college and their faith in it. Aside from 

these contributions from forraer students there were forty-two 

subscriptions varying in amount from $5.00 to '42,500.00 per an-

num. Another phase of this subject is perhaps not less impor-

tant. When it is pointed out that considerably more than half 

of this fund was subscribed by present members of the Board of 

Managers and their immediate families it must bring forcibly to 

mind the narrowness of the circle of those upon whom we must de-

pend for the support of the institution, and must bring out most 

strikingly the devotion of these friends to the cause in which 

they are enlisted. This generous devotion is indeed not only a 

conspicuous source of satisfaction in good work accomplished, 

but must be our best reliance for the future." 
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But the precarious character of deficiency funds and the 

necessity of adequate endowments, was- pointed out in the last 

paragraph of President Birdsall
1

s last report as follows:
1 

"The completion of the deficiency fund, while it relieves us 

from the present anxiety, nevertheless calls to mind a still 

more serious problem, namely, provision for permanent endow-

ment of the college in order that we may be free from anxiety 

as to periodically recurring deficits. It is greatly to be 

hoped that before the expiration of the term for which these 

subscriptions were made, endowments may be secured which shall 

set us at least measurably free from this anxiety. I have poin-

ted out the fact that the constituency to which we can appeal 

is small in numbers. The number who by reason of wealth can 

make large contributions is much smaller. The willingness here-

tofore manifested by the friends of the college to respond to 

every right appeal, their continued devotion to the institution 

and to the purposes for which it was founded, the freedom with 

which they have given not only of their means but their personal 

service, is the best basis for confidence in their continued loy-

alty and support. To this loyalty and this generosity we must 

appeal." 

President Birdsall*s successor, Dr. Joseph Swain, made cer-

tain of increasing the general endowment fund (which then amoun-

ted to about $260,000) by accepting the presidency on the con-

dition that $600,000 was to be added to it within three years 

of his inauguration. The acquisition of $400,000 towards this 

sum was achieved at the time of his inauguration, in November, 

1902; and the college entered upon a new era financially as well 

as in other particulars. 

1-Ibid. 1901, p. 27. 



meeting was called to "the importance of creating an Endow-

ment irund and Scholarships, to enable the College to extend 

its advantages to those whose restricted means at present de-

bar them from entering as students, or from continuing long 

enough to pursue the full course of study. It was urged that 

if Trustees were appointed by the Board of Managers, to have 

custody of all contributions toward such objects and to make 

a proper application of them, individuals about making their 

wills and others blessed with abundance, would be led to add 

to the fund already commenced by donations and legacies here-

tofore acknowledged. Five thousand dollars would secure the 

education of one student in perpetuity, and might be either 

merged in the general endowment or reserved as a separate scho-

larship" •
1 

The board stressed repeatedly the desirability of an en-

dowment, basing it at first upon the importance of offering 

free scholarships. In 1871, it appealed for "a fund to enable 

students of limited means to avail themselves of the full 

course of study at Swarthmore. Through the liberality of a 

few friends, some of the present students are receiving their 

education at a reduced rate, and a few thousand dollars in-

vested for this purpose would supply a most pressing need. 

By retaining until the end of the course many students in 

straitened circumstances, who, through ability and faithful 

endeavors, would profit most by the opportunities which Swarth-

more affords, the standard of scholarship would be advanced, 

1-Stockholders* Minutes, 1870, p. 11. 



and teachers in religious membership with us would be prepared, 

who could fill, with credit to themselves and great advantage 

to the Society of Friends, positions as instructors either in 

the College itself or in those schools throughout the country 

which are to prepare students for our College classes. The 

interest of $1,600 contributed to the Educational Fund will 

keep one student in the institution at a rate within the reach 

of most who are likely to seek admission.
1 

To promote this project, the board adopted the following 

by-law (XI):
2

 "The Managers shall appoint five of their num-

ber to constitute the Committee on Trusts, Endowments, and 

Scholarships, to hold office three years, or during the plea-

sure of the Board. It shall be the duty of this Committee 

to receive, invest in the name of the College, and hold in 

their custody, all sums of money, stocks, mortgages, and other 

property that may be given or bequeathed to Swarthmore College 

for General Endowments, for Special Endowments, or for Educa-

tional Endowments. The Board of Managers shall direct the ap-

plication of the interest of each of these funds: of General 

Endowments, to the general purposes of the College; of Spe-

cial Endowments, to the particular purpose for which the -CUnd 

was given; and of Educational Endowments, to the aid of those 

who would otherwise be excluded, by their limited means, from 

enjoying the advantages of an education at this College."* 

* SCHOLARSHIPS. 

"A donation to the College of the sum of five thousand dol-

lars, to be held by this Committee, shall found a scholarship 

in perpetuity, in the gift of the donor, and of his legal heirs 

or of any assignee approved by the Board of Managers. Nomin-

ations under perpetual Scholarships shall be subject to the 

1-Ibid. 1871, pp. 40-1. 2-lbid. 1871, pp. 51-2. 



same limitations and restrictions as are placed on nominations 

under Scholarships for limited periods.^ 

"Scholarship for two Lives.—Any person giving to the col-

lege the sum of Four Thousand dollars, to be held by this Com-

mittee, shall have the privilege of nominating, during his or 

her life time, one student who, when approved, shall be admitted, 

subject to all the rules and regulations of the College, and 

shall be entitled to board and tuition without charge. When 

from any cause such student's attendance at the College ceases, 

another may be nominated, and the privilege of nomination shall 

be extended under such Scholarship to one successor, provided 

such successor shall be duly appointed by the donor during his 

or her life time. On the death of the successor the principal 

sum of Four Thousand dollars shall merge into the u-eneral En-

dowment Fund. The College, however, in all cases of Scholar-

ships, whether perpetual or otherwise, reserves to itself the 

right at any time to return the principal sum to any donor, or 

his legal representatives, whose right shall thereupon cease 

and determine This committee shall make a full report, 

including an audited statement of investments, and of its 

Treasurer's account, to the Board of Managers at the meeting 

preceding the annual meeting of the Stockholders. The inter-

est is to be paid to the Treasurer of the College as received 

by this Committee." 

The following argument for endowments was made in 1872—. 

with the reminder that the College had other needs as v/ell:
1 

"The price of tuition and board, although merely sufficient 

to cover the actual expense incurred, is felt by some Friends, 

in limited circumstances, to be a heavy burden; and the only 

1-Ibid. 1872, p. 43. 



practicable method of reducing it is to establish an education-

al fund for the aid of those whose limited means require an 

abatement. The interest of a few thousand dollars has been 

thus applied this year, enabling several of our best scholars 

and most deserving students, to receive the advantages of a 

full course of study, which would otherwise be denied them. 

The interest of every sum of fifteen hundred dollars contri-

buted to the educational fund, will enable us to malfe an abate-

ment of one hundred dollars a year to a deserving student, 

whose stay at Swarthmore to complete the course is entirely 

dependent upon receiving this assistance. Of all the claims 

now pressing upon the friends of the College, this must take 

the foremost place. It is surely far more important to bring 

the facilities already at our command within the reach of those 

among us in limited circumstances, than to increase these fa-

cilities for those who are better able to afford them. It is, 

however, hoped that Friends of ample means, interested in the 

welfare of the Society, and in the advancement of sound learn-

ing, will not choose between the various real needs of the Col-

lege, but, supplying and acknowledging the greater importance 

of one, will not forget the others." 

In response to these appeals, the board was able, in 1875, 

to make the two following announcements: "Anson Lapham, of 

Skeneateles, Hew York, has, during the past year, purchased 

two perpetual scholarships, for which he has paid the sum of 

^10,000, which will be found acknowledged in the Treasurer's 

Report. Our friend Deborah 3T. Wharton has recently placed in 

the hands of the Committee on Trusts, Endowments and Scholar-

ships, bonds to the amount of $5000, the interest of which is 

1-Ibid. 1875, p. 46. 



to be used to reduce the expenses of education for young per-

sons whose circumstances are limited, especially those intend-

ing to teach in JJ'riends' schools. This, with other donations 

previously received, enables the College to take several stu-

dents at a reduced rate; and it is hoped that additional funds 

will be placed at the disposal of this committee for educa-

tional assistance. It will be found to be one of the richest 

in results of any of the means yet tried to advance permanently 

the interests of higher education in our Society." 

The next year, another addition to the endowment 

fund was announced:
1

 "In the conclusion of last year's report 

an appeal was made for the establishment of a large permanent 

endowment fund at an early day, to be devoted to aiding those 

deserving students who could not otherwise obtain an education 

at Swarthmore. A few weeks after the appearance of that re-

port, real estate valued at $25,000 was made over to the col-

lege for this purpose, by our friend Isaiah Y . Williamson, who 

had already contributed largely toward this e n d I f this En-

dowment Fund could be largely increased it would add greatly 

to the usefulness of the College, it is well known that those 

who reap the most benefit from a course of itistruction in such 

an institution as Swarthmore, are frequently those of limited 

means, who are worthy candidates for aid from such a fund. 

Nor would the great benefit to be derived from this source 

accrue to those only who received the assistance. The influ-

ence of a body of such students, who are likely to be those 

of mature age and earnest purpose, would give a higher tone 

to the whole College, and do much to advance the standard of 

scholarship." 

l - m & , 1676, 50. 
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Isaiah Williamson had already contributed, in 1870, 

$10,000 to the general endowment fund, and Samuel « Underhill 

$5,000. To the educational endowment fund, Thomas H . Speak-

man had contributed $100; the Westbury Quarterly Meeting $5,000 

to a special scholarship fund; a "special" endowment fund of 

$10,000 had been received; and Bayard P. Blac|j|[ey had loaned 

$2,500 without interest. The gifts for the various endowment 

funds therefore amounted^to $72,600, which yielded an income 

of $4,647.80. 

Still another form of endowment was solicited by the board 

in 1877.
1

 This was "the establishment of Scholarships depend-

ing upon proficiency in the studies pursued, and to be obtained 

by competitive examination". A sum of $10,000 properly invested, 

it was stated, "would furnish one such scholarship of $150 for 

each of the four College Classes, and in its moral effect (giv-

ing that prominence to superior attainments which ought to be 

expected in such an institution as Swarthmore), it would be 

of incalculable benefit in raising the standard of the College". 

These "Honor Scholarships" were slow in getting started; 

but within the next score of years, three of them were offered 

to freshmen, sophomores, seniors within the college,
2

 and nine 

to members of the graduating classes in nine friends
T

 schools. 

Anson Lapham bequeathed another sum of $5,000 to the en-

dowment fund in 1878
5

; but the loan from B . P . Blacjfley was 

repaid, leaving a fund of $75,100. A direct appeal to friends 

was made in 1880, as f o l l o w s : 4 "As heretofore, about oneahalf 

of the students are members of our Religious Society, or di-

1-Ibid. 1877, p. 55. 5-Ibid. 1878, p. 51. 4-Ibid. 1880, p. 58. 
2-lbid. 1899, p. 21. They were instituted in 1898, and named for 

Deborah Fisher Wharton, Samuel J. Underhill, and Anson Lapham. 
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rectly descended from .Friends* families. A much larger pro-

portion are more or less remotely descended from Friends. It 

is to he hoped that the time is not far distant when, by large 

accessions to the Endowment Fund, we may be enabled so to re-

duce the price of tuition as to place the advantages of Swarth-

more within the reach of all of our members. It is believed 

that as the Institution is now managed, equal advantages can 

be obtained nowhere else at rates so reasonable. The extens-

ive appliances at our command for imparting instruction in the 

various departments, have been collected at great expense, 

and such instruction as is given at Swarthmore requires a 

large outlay for salaries. Wor are these advantages confined 

to the students of the higher classes, but all, even the young-

est , are, to a greater or less extent, partakers of the advan-

tages of apparatus, lectures, and experienced instruction, 

which must be provided for the more advanced classes in the 

College, it will thus be seen that in noty way can Friends ob-

tain these advantages at so cheap a rate, as by adding to the 

Endowment funds of Swarthmore, thus increasing the already 

large facilities there offered, and making them accessible to 

all. That Swarthmore has a long and successful future before 

it, and that it is yet destined to become one of the great 

instruments for good in an educational point of view, is not 

only our earnest hope, but our confident belief. That it may 

never fail to fulfil the highest hopes and expectations of its 

founders and its friends, we bespeak from the stockholders a 

continuance of that active interest in the practical working 

of the Institution which many of them have felt from the be-

ginningj and^aided by their suggestions and strengthened and 

encouraged by their sympathy and co-operation, those having it 
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immediately in charge will surely endeavor to make it more and 

more nearly reach the highest ideal, as the representative ed-

ucational institution of the Society of friends." 

The next year occurred the Great Fire, and all the finan-

cial resources of the friends were required for restoration. 

But in 1883, the will of Samuel Willets brought to the college 

a bequest of $100,000, which was to be held "as and for a per-

manent f u n d — , the interest and income thereof only is to be 

applied to educate in part or in whole such poor and deserving 

children as the Committee on Trusts, Endowments and Scholarships 

of said College may from time to time judge and determine to 

be entitled thereto. And I direct my executors to purchase 

from said College five scholarships to cost five thousand dol-

lars each, and to take one in the name of each of my five grand-

children, viz.: Caroline VV, Frame, Edward Willets, Frederic 

Willets and Walter R . Willets, children of my son Jacob, de-

ceased; and Amelia W . Leavitt, child of my son Robert, which 

said scholarships shall guarantee to the respective parties, 

their heirs and assigns, in perpetuity the right to have one 

student each educated in said college free of cost."
1 

This large gift^vidently encouraged the board to appeal 

for still another kind of endowment, namely, for professorships, 

in 1883, it stated:
2

 "The time has now come, in the growth of 

the Institution, when the need of endowments of a different 

character, yet which will produce similar results, is serious-

ly felt. Perhaps the most practical form of aid wbuld be a 

General Endowment Fund, the income from which, might be avail-

able for any or all the expenses of the College. It is hoped, 

1-Ibld. 1883, p. 13. 2-lbid. 1883, pp. 23-4. 
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however, that those Friends who desire to contribute of their 

means to further the cause of higher education in the Society, 

will seriously consider the question of endowing one or more 

of the Professorships at Swarthmore, and thus relieve the Col-

lege of the expense of such instruction, and enable us to lower 

the cost of tuition to all. The endowing of one or more Pro-

fessorships would ensure instruction in such departments for-

ever, and would, to that extent, reduce the cost of tuition 

all students, enabling persons of moderate means to send 

their children to the College without asking for aid, which 

otherwise they might be unwilling to do, and enabling us to 

still further aid those who, without such assistance, must 

forego the opportunities for improvement and advancement in 

life which our College affords." 

This appeal was repeated in 1884, with the further ar-

gument that "Friends should understand that without such aid 

no institution for higher education can ever expect to be self-

supporting" ;
 1

 again in 1885, with the reminder that "the one 

great need of the College, to place it beyond all question 

upon a safe and secure foundation, is the endowment of pro-

fessors
1

 chairs in all of the leading and essential depart-

ments. Nothing short of this can enable us to continue to fur-

nish to Friends, at the present low rates of tuition, the ex-

cellent and constantly increasing facilities -which the College 

affords";
2

 and again in 1886^$/t^ ^ j j ^ i 

The next year, the following means of "endowing some of 

our leading Professors' chairs" was adopted: "During the past 

tt 

few months", the board reported, "a large number of conditional 

subscription papers have been circulated among the Alumni and 

other friends of the College, on which the subscribers agree 
1884, p. 21. 2-Ibid. 1885, p. 17. 3-Ibid. 1886, pp. 18-9. 
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to give certain sums, which they name, when the whole amount 

subscribed reaches #40,000. It is hoped that the sum required 

may be thus pledged conditionally within the present College 

year. This would add practically $2,000 to our annual income, 

and would be a very good beginning and an earnest of more li-

beral aid yet to come, we trust, from those of large means, 

who are looking forward to a generous endowment of our College." 

In December, 1888, President Magill surprised and rejoiced 

owarthmore's constituency by reporting through the board that 

not one, but four professors* chairs had been endowed. In his 
lA 

report, he said:** "A few months before the presentation of 

the last Annual Report the attempt was systematically made to 

secure for the college the endowment of one professor's chair. 

This was done in the belief, not that great relief would be 

thereby afforded, but that, if successful, it would soon be 

followed by other similar endowments. The unexpected early 

fulfilment of this hope, by the full endowment of four profess-

ors' chairs before the close of the college year, thus adding 

to our endowment fund the sum of $160,000, is well known. But 

our work Is yet unfinished, and we should not rest satisfied 

until we are so situated financially that we can afford to 

advertise tuition for Friends' children, at very low figures, 

a moderate sum for the actual expenses of living, for those 

who reside in the college, covering all of the annual charge. 

After much and careful thought I am well satisfied that such 

a position as I have indicated can be safely taken by the col-

lege only after the full endowment of ten professors' chairs, 

to accomplish which result the sum of about a quarter of a 

/--ft^Ibia. 1888, pp. 8-9. 
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million dollars must "be added to our endowment fund. That there 

will he found Friends of Swarthmore abundantly able and willing 

to supply this need within the lifetime or the present genera-
L 

tion, I confidently hope and expect." 

In his account of this event in the Halcyon. President 

Magill w r o t e " A s a result of the special efforts made in 

the past year there was now an increase of 46 per cent, in 

the college classes, the whole number of College students^ 

reaching 169, with the total enrollment of 253 in the College 

and Preparatory School. The increased number of students and 

the constantly advancing standard of scholarship in the var-

ious departments promising at an early day to demand several 

additional professorships, now turned the attention of the 

Board toward the necessity of having some of these professor-

ships endowed; and the increased interest and activity of 

Friends, as a result of our great loss by fire six years be-

fore, and the exertion necessary to rebuild the College, with-

out incurring any mortgage upon the property, and all within 

the limits of a single year, seemed to inspire Friends with a 

hope that the College could now soon be placed upon a success-

ful financial foundation by the endowment of some of the pro-

fessorships, none of which had yet been endowed. The sum of 

$40,000 would, at five per cent., endow a professorship at the 

price then paid a full Professor, $2,000 a year. The modest 

attempt was first made to endow one professorship, by start-

ing a conditional subscription, the clearly expressed condi-

tion being that no subscription was valid unless the full a-

mount of $40,000 was subscribed within the current college 

year. Any amount was accepted, from a single dollar up to 

1-Halcvon. 1903, pp. 14-5. ^ J L ^ w ^ ^ 

l - T f t , ^ j L ^ p f c U * J j ^ J U t J ^ 
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thousands, and the commencement of '88 (the date fixed for the 

closing of the lists) was approaching and $8^000 yet remained 
• < 

to be obtained, to give validity to the subscriptions made. 

The friends of the College grew more anxious with each pass-

ing day, until, at length, the members of the Board, true to 

their loyal attachment to the College, as they have ever been 

from the beginning, under the influence of a powerful induce-

ment, divided among them the pecuniary responsibility for the 

$8,000 needed to complete the $40,000. That peculiar induce-

ment will ever remain a most interesting incident in the his-

tory of Swarthmore College. It was simply this, that three 

good friends of the College agreed with the Board that if they 

would assume the $8,000 required, each of them would endow a 

separate professorship, at $40,000 apiece. Thus, as the result 

of this year's anxious work, it was publicly announced on Com-

mencement Day that four professorships had been endowed, with 

a total sum of $160,000. The names of the three friends, who 

added this to many other kind deeds of a similar nature, should 

be mentioned here: They are Isaiah V . Williamson, since de-

ceased; Isaac i±. Clothier, and Joseph Wharton." T^o^Jt t-.fiA' 

Dr. Magill did not report one interesting item connected 

with these endowments, namely, that one of the four professor-

ships was named in his honor, the Edward H . Magill Professor-

ship of Mathematics and Astronomy. 
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By 1895, the^endowment had amounted to about f250,000; 

and the income from it devoted to student assistance was so 

large that President De Garmo stated:
1

 "Few, if any, other 

colleges in this country have devoted so large a portion of 

their endowment to the direct aid of students as has Swarth-

more. lale University, with twelve times as many students, 

furnishes less than twice as much money for the aid of Tinder-

graduates, our annual expenditure for these purposes being 

over $10,000 and theirs about ^17,000. Yfhen Swarthmore's 

general endowment is proportionately increased, she will be 

in an independent position, quite capable of sustaining for 

Friends an institution of the very highest rank." 
4 - w 

For those students to whom no scholarships could be of-

fered, President De Garmo appealed in 1896 for the enlarge-

ment of the loan fund, as follows:
2

 "Through the liberality 

of a Jfriend, the nucleus of a loan fund for students has been 

established. JSeoause of a small amount of assistance rendered 

to each from this fund, at least five students are now in col-

lege who would not otherwise have been able to attend, it 

would be of fereat service to the college, as well as to many 

individuals, could this fund be increased. Vassar Oollege now 

loans between three and four thousand dollars annually to stu-

dents. If this fund cannot be established at once by donation, 

it is suggested that it might be expedient for the college it-

self to use a part of its own funds for this purpose, charging 

a small rate of interest. A young person of good health, good 

mind, and good principles can better afford to borrow a thousand 

dollars for a college education than to do without it. Usually, 

a much smaller sum would suffice. By teaching, or by other em-

ployment, it can in most cases be returned in two or three years. 

1-Ibid. 1895, pp. 19-20. 2-Ibid. 1896, pp. 19-20. 
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Such a provision would make it possible for many a student to 

complete a college course who must now go through life with 

his powers but half developed. It would bring added numbers 

to the college, and added zeal to the work, for we are most 

careful to use well that for which we pay.^pHow the money should 

be loaned to secure the best results may be open to question. 

At Vassar, what may be termed the honor system is followed with 

good results, practically no money being lost. At Harvard, on 

the contrary, experience has shown, Prest. Eliot says, that 

the business. or legal system, is best. At Vassar the admin-
7V 

istration of the fund is In the hads of a students* aid soci-
A 

ety, composed largely of alumnae, the aid being extended, of 

course, to young women. Under these conditions the social ob-

ligation has rendered the legal one unnecessary. -Harvard, deal-

ing with young men from every part of the Union, finds that any 

laxity in the business administration of these loans leads to 

financial loss to the college and to demoralization to the stu-

dent. With us a combination of the two systems might give the 

best results." 

During the next few years, annual loans were made to stu-

dents up to a total of $1,400, averaging about n?100 per student. 

Throughout the Depression of 1893-97 and afterwards, Pres-

idents De Garmo and Birdsall continued to appeal for larger en-

dowments, especially for professorships; but it was not until 

the administration of President Swain that the endowments were 

largely increased. Of the loan fund and the fellowships and 

scholarships, President Swain commented In his first report as 

follows: "The Loan i'und, which was begun a few years ago, is 

very helpful. As the fund has been in existence but a few years 

1-Ibid. 1902, p. 25. 



the borrowers have not been out of college long enough to pay 

back the sums they owe. The fund, therefore, must be increased 

every year for some years if it is to be most useful. I believe 

it is good policy to encourage students in need of assistance 

where possible to borrow a portion of their college expenses 

rather than depend wholly on scholarships, especially when those 

scholarships are not secured by some competitive system. I would 

suggest that friends of education with means and inclined to 

do so can do a great service to struggling young men and women 

by giving to this fund. While our fellowships and scholarships 

and other means of student help compare favorably with those of 

any college of the country, we are far short of our needs in 

order to give free tuition to struggling boys and girls who 

cannot otherwise secure a college education such as Swarthmore 

is prepared to give. Swarthmore should maintain its democratic 

spirit and continue to have in its student body a large propor-

tion of students coming from families of small means. The hope 

of our country lies in the education of all classes of our people. 

Swarthmore should continue to have among its students those 

from all classes of society." 



The Administrations 

The administrations included the presidents, the princi-

pal, the matrons, the superintendents, the registrars, and the 

librarians. 

The Presidents 

Swarthmore had five presidents before 1902, namely, Ed-

ward Parrish, Edward Hicks Magill, William Hyde Appleton, Charles 

De Ciarmo, and William Wilfred Birdsall. 

Dr. Parrish was elected president in 1864, and resigned in 

1871. The first five years of his presidency (and indeed the 

preceding three years, when he became the leader in the Swarth-

more movement) were devoted to the foundation and financing of 

the college, and the selection of the first faculty.
1

 (^HisacV 

quisition of Professors Edward H . Magill, Joseph Leidy and Su-1 

san J. Cunningham were of outstanding importance, as was alsp/ \ 

the appointment of a "Superintendent" (Thomas S . F o u l k e U / A f t e r 

the college opened its doors, his presidency lasted only four-

teen months. But during this time, he labored assiduously in 

all the strenuous details of starting on its career an insti-

tution of higher learning, associated with dormitory life. As / 

will be seen in connection with the departments of philosophy, / 

natural history, and chemistry, Dr. Parrish added a large and/ 

varied amount of teaching to his administrative duties."^/ 

After his resignation in January, 1871,'^managers unani-

mously adopted at their next meeting a resolution expressing 

"their appreciation of his valuable services in the origin 

and erection of the college, and their personal regard for 

l-0f. Volume I, index. Dr. Magill, who worked shoulder to shoulder 
with him from 186 to 1871, wrote of him thirty years later: "It 
is well known that but for the liberal financial aid of Samuel 
Willets, seconded by the unwearying efforts of Edward Parrish, the 
first President, Swarthmore College would hardly have become a 
Tfiflli+.v. fit. Ifinfst. fn-p u s n v v p b t h « fTToi nttwm t a m -i r? ^ 2-Infra.PP 



him as one of the most faithful and devoted friends of our 

cherished institution" .-
1

-

Within two years of his resignation, on .November 9, 1872, 

X)T. Parrish died at Fort bill, Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), 

whither he had "been ser t Grant tc 

ty witfi^the Indians. On the receipt of the sad news, the 

loge hoard adopted the following minute:
2

 "It is eminently 

fitting that allusion should be made, in the opening of this 

report, to the recent death of the first President of the Col-

lege, Edward Parrish. One of the pioneers engaged in enlisting 

the minds of Friends in the great work of founding a College, 

he was a most earnest and indefatigable laborer in the cause, 

and it was largely owing to his personal exertions that success 

so early crowned our efforts. Very many of the Stockholders 

will remember that their interest in Swarthmore was first awak-

ened by his voice and pen. By conversation in that wide circle 

of Friends in which he moved, and where he was so much beloved; 

by extensive correspondence; by public addresses, and by his 

work, entitled "Mucation in the society of Friends", he did 

much to arouse attention to the importance of establishing a-

mong us an institution for higher culture; culture not of the 

mind alone, but of the heart as well; and thus, in connection 

with his untiring efforts to secure the means necessary for 

carrying out this design, he performed a labor destined to have 

a lasting influence for good upon our Religious Society, and 

upon the community at large." 

Although Swarthmore*s firat president died at the early 

age of fifty, and administered the college during only its 

freshman year, his memory was kept green in the minds of its 

1-Stockholders* Minutes, 1871, p. 41. 2-Ibid. 1872, pp. 36-7. 



students during its first generation,
1

 while his benevolent 

countenance still looks down upon subsequent generations from 

his portrait hanging on the wall of the dining-room in the main 

building called after 

Edward Hicks Mag ed Principal of the Pre-

paratory School in the college and Professor of the Latin and 

French Languages in 186^. In this dual capacity he had shared 

the administrative duties of both school and college during 

years before the college opened and until January, 1871, 

when Dr. Parrish resigned the presidency. So well had he borne 

his share of these duties, that he was at once elected acting 

president, and assumed the duties of that office while at the 

same time retaining those of principal. At the beginning of 

1872-75, he was given the title of president and professor of 

mental and moral philosophy, while the professorship of Latin 

and French was filled by Eugene Paulin, who assumed also a large 

share of the duties of the principal, although that title was 

not conferred (or inflicted) upon him. 

President Magill continued to teach mental and moral phil-

osophy from 1872 until 1877, Latin from 1878 until 1883 and in 

1884-85, and French from 1888 until 1900. For three years 

after that date he was Lecturer on French Literature, and from 

1903 until his death in December, 1907, he was Professor Emeritus 

of the French Language and Literature. 

On June 17, 1889, Dr. Magill resigned the presidency in 
X 

the following letter to the board of managers:*' 

"Dear Friends: After twenty years of service at the College, 

l-0f. the Halcvon. 1895, pp. 26-29 (with portrait), and 1901, p. 15 
$-Stockholders* Minutes, 1889, p. 15. He was at that time in the 

sixty-fourth year of his age. 



nearly all in the arduous position of President, I feel, with 

advancing years, the urgent necessity of a period of rest, as 

well as a permanent release from exacting responsibilities 

which, however congenial, would, if prolonged too far, inev-

itably overtax the health and strength of any man. 

"I therefore respectfully ask for leave of absence from the 

College for one year from Eighth month 15th next. I desire to 

spend that year abroad in study and the building up of my health. 

1 would ask to return then to the College, and fill such position 

as the Board may deem best, my own choice being that of the 

Professorship of the French Language and Literature. 

"In accordance with this programme, 1 hereby respectfully 

offer my resignation, to take effect at such time as the Board 

may elect, in thus terminating my long personal service as the 

executive head of the institution, I desire to thank the .board 

for many kindnesses shown me, both individually and collectively, 

at different periods. Conscious of mistakes and of imperfec-

tions in the performance of my high trust, I have ever striven 

to be true to what I conceived to be the interest of the Col-

lege, to which I have devoted, with enthusiasm, the best years 

of my life, and which I shall ever regard with affectionate in-

terest, endeavoring always, in my measure, to aid in its mission 

of higher education in the Religious Society of Friends. 

sincerely and respectfully, 

Edward H . Magill." 

The board, in accepting his resignation, adopted "by a 

unanimous and standing vote" the following resolutions:! "Re-

solved. That the resignation of Edward H . Magill as President 

1-Ibid. 1889, pp. 15-6. 
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of this College be accepted,—to take effect on Commencement 

day 1890,—leave of absence being granted him meantime, with 

full pay. Resolved. That Edward M . Magill be, and he is here-

by appointed to the position on the uollege Faculty of Profes-

sor of the French Language and Literature, beginning with the 

commencement of the College year, the Autumn of 1890. Resolved
f 

That the Board place on record their appreciation of the abil-

ity, the diligence, the devoted enthusiasm to the College ser-

vice, the faithful and zealous conduct of affairs, which for 

eighteen years have marked the administration of Edward H . 

Magill as President of this College. Resolved. That the Sec-

retary be instructed to transmit to him a copy of these resolu-

tions, with the best wishes of the Board for the restoration of 

his health, and for his future welfare." 

After one more year of the presidency, and one year of 

rest and study, chiefly in Paris, he returned to Swarthmore 

and resumed his professorship of French. ̂ Referring to the en-

richment of the college library by "a large collection of modern 

French works" selected by him in Paris, President De Garmo in 

his report of 1892 stated:
1

 "It is a source of satisfaction 

that D r . Magill has recently published his new French grammar, 

and is now engaged in editing a number of modern French works 

for use in the schools." 

When he resigned as Lecturer on French Literature, in 1903, 

President Swain said in his report to the board:
2

 "After long, 

honorable and efficient service he retires at his own request 

in order to give his time and strength to literary work. Among 

the books he has under way are the following: 

1-Ibid. 1892, p. 20. 
2-lbid. 1903, p. 21. 



F r e n c h Dramatic Masterpieces/ in several volumes. 
'Sixty-three Years in tlie Life of a Teacher.

1 

/WSarly History of Swarthmore College.* 
Ay 

"It is^gratifying recognition of the service of Doctor 

Magill that the Hoard of Managers have given him the honorary 

title of Professor Emeritus of the drench Language and Liter-

ature. May he be spared many years to complete satisfactor-

ily the works he has begun and enjoy the fruits of a life of 

service." 

Among the outstanding events of D r . Magill's administra-

tion are the following: The appointment of Professors Paulin, 

Beardsley, Appleton, Joseph Thomas, Trotter, and Hoadley, and 

Dean Elizabeth Powell Bond; the erection of a gymnasium, meet-

ing-house, science building, and astronomical observatory; the 

addition of scientific and literary courses, and the award of 

B . S . and M . S., and of Jd. L . and M . L., as well as of A . B . 

and A . M.; the holding of the first commencement I1875J; the 

coming of the first foreign students in 1875-76 (from Canada and 

"South America"); the organization of the Alumni Association 

(1878); the "Great Eire" and the rebuilding of Parrish Hall 

(1881-82); and the appearance of TJig Phoenix (1882) and The 

Halcvon (1883); the founding of the College Association of the 

Middle States and Maryland; t h e y > » l * i y . M P T S ^ ^ T X ^ ^ ^ . A — - — 

As a step towards the elimination of the preparatory school, 

its lowest class was dropped in 1885-86'Vww "an earnest appeal 

was made to Friends to so arrange the courses of study in their 

1-Halevon. 1902, pp. 16-7^ (Dr* Magill's account ef the early
 V

yeases 
of .tifto ooTlogo)-« 

26 



preparatory schools as to fit students to enter our Freshman 

class, and remain four years and complete the course, instead 

of entering too early, improperly prepared, and, becoming dis-

couraged, leaving to enter upon business before the College 

course was completed. To increase an interest in this subject 

the President began, during this year, visiting various places 

in this and adjoining states, and speaking, to Friends and others, 

of the value and importance of a Modern College course qf Study 

for all, and especially for all intending to teach, in whatever 

Managers, who have been, from the first, so deeply impressed by 

the importance of their work for the present and future gener-

ations, say at this time:
 T

In this work we bespeak for him 

the cooperation and sympathy of friends of the College generally. 

We believe that it may be made one among the various means by 

which additional interest in a higher .education may be aroused 

amohg l'riends throughout the country; and that thus, in a few 

years, instead or one college among us, not quite half filled 

with college students, and eking out its numbers by a large 

preparatory school, the demand for places for friends* children, 

properly prepared at home, may be so great that the college 

classes alone will fill Swarthmore to its utmost capacity, and 

soon require additional buildings for their accomodation.
, n 

In 1888-89, four endowed professorships were established, 

one of them being named after Dr. Magill in recognition of his 

strenuous efforts to procure them.
1 

1-Infra, pp. 

kao now inoroased,--and become the ^Association of colleges and 

Preparatory tiohoolc of the middle Statoc and Maryland^. The 
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Among Dr. Magill's extra-mural services to American edu-

cation were the introduction of a system of correspondence be-

tween students in the United States and those in 3?rance—each 

writing in his correspondent's language and correcting errors 

of omission and commission;
1

 and the founding of the Uollege 

Association of the Middle States and Maryland. In recognition 

of the latter service, the association held its annual meeting 

at Swarthmore College in iMovember, 1892, and met with the board's 

following recognition: "Representatives were present from all 

the universities and colleges within these States; the papers 

on educational topics and the discussions thereon wern^most val-

uable, and the occasion was one of enjoyment and profit, both 

to the college as host and the guests that participated." 

One outgrowth of this association was the Uollege Entrance 

Examination Board, which was organized in 1900 and participated 

in from the first by Swarthmore. One of its examiners in his-

tory from 1901 to 1905 was Professor William I . Hull, who acted 

as chairman of its history board for three years, ^resident 

Birdsall reportine on this development, said:3 

; 1 •• • "
 ; 

"This organization was perfected last year and the first ex-

amination under its auspices was offered in Sixth month last. 

Examinations were held in many parts of the United States and 

in several European cities, and the character of the examina-

tions seems to have been eminently satisfactory. The initial 

expenses of the organization were necessarily large, and the 

income from fees the first year small, and you were therefore 

asked for a contribution oT advance to the board of one hundred 

1-Infra, p. 5-Ibid. 1900, p. , 1901, pp. 25-24. 
2-Stoclcholders* Minutes, 1892, p. 14. 



and fifty dollars, which you promptly and generously made. 

There is every reason to believe that the j^ncome of the Board 

will hereafter be adequate to meet its expenses and th5t we 

will not be called upon for any further contribution. Almost 

all American colleges are willing to accept the certificates 

of this Board and the movement seems likely to do away with 

much of the confusion that has heretofore existed in the de-

tails of entrance requirements and to provide a reasonable and 

uniform test for admission to college." 

On Dr. Magill's retirement in June, 1890, Professor Wil-

liam Hyde Appleton assumed the duties of acting president. 

He had been appointed to this position by the board, on Dr. 

Magill's resignation in June, 1889; and on that occasion, the 

board said of him:
1

 "Having been for seventeen years intimately 

connected with the work of the institution, and conversant with 

most of the minutiae of its management, he brought into his 

work, besides his love for the college and an earnest desire 

to promote its welfare wherever possible, a reserve force of 

experience and acquaintance with those already here, Which has 

been and must continue to be of great advantage." 

It was with great reluctance that Professor Appleton added 

the administrative duties of the presidency to those of his pro-

fessorship of Greek and English literature,
2

 and he did so on 

condition that it should be only a temporary arrangement until 

his successor should be elected. He was so successful, however, 

in his administration, and the board had such difficulty in 

1-Ibid. 1889, p. 16. 
2-The students* comment on this among "College Characteristics" 

was: "My library was dukedom large enough." (Halevon. 1892, 
p. 131J. 



finding a suitable successor, that he was induced to serve an-

other year (1890-91), this time with the title of president.
1 1 

Dr. Appleton*s popularity with the students was evidenced 

by various things, among them, their complaint that It was no | 

fun to play pranks which would annoy him. The junior's year-

book, also, was dedicated to him in the following verses:
2 

"To thee, to whom the task is given to rule 

This little kingdom of our Quaker school; 

And, with a hand impartial, wise and kind, 

To govern and direct each youthful mind. J 
ft 

To testify that with our modest might ,'J 

We'll aid to make thy duties here more light, 
j'i 

That, with the best of honor and good-will, 

We'll all attempt thy mandates to fulfil; 

To wish thy reign here sweet and full of peace; 

That our dear Swarthmore*s welfare may increase, I 

Until she finds herself^ and ruler g r e a t —
 f 

This book, in all respect^, We dedicate i 

To our dear President." 

The juniors also paid his administration the following 

tribute:
3

 "The present year has witnessed the happy fulfilment of the highest hopes and beliefs of our sagacious directors. A 

spirit of renewed interest seems to preside over us, whether in 

the class-room or on the campus. With all confidence we ascribe 

this improvement to the increased liberality which has character-

ized the actions of our managers and faculty. Of the latter 

body, our thanks are especially due to President v«illiam Hyde 

1-Stockholders* Minutes, 1890, p. 17. 3-lbid, 1892, p. 22. 
2-iialcyon. 1892, p. 15. 



Appleton, "who, at the sacrifice of all personal interests, has 

governed the college with dignity and firmness and yet with a 

moderation which has endeared him to the heart of every student. 

Aside from the two-fold task of carrying on his professor-

ial and administrative duties, Dr. Appleton was not desirous of 

starting any new college projects; hence the outstanding events 

in the two years of his presidency are but few in number^-^ 

^Among these were the formal abolition of the preparatory 

classes,|which President Magill had so long worked^ toEEr^ the 

setting up of a Pennsylvania State Weather Bureau's Signal Ser-

vice Station in the College observatory; the starting of a "Bur-

eau of Professional Information" for the benefit of the graduate 

and the conversion of the office of "Matron" into that of "Dean" 

In accordance ^ Dr. Appleton, the 

board's sub-committee on the college presidency, "after long 

appointed, offered (to the board at its meeting on December 1, 

1890) the name of William Dudley iioulke, A. M., of Richmond, 

Indiana, who was unanimously elected to the office of President 

of Swarthmore College, to take effect 3d mo. 1st. 1 8 9 1 " . B t i t 

the inauguration of the president-elect was never to take place, 

the reason as stated by the board being as follows:
3

 "At the 

close of our last annual report it was announced that William 

Dudley Foulke had been unanimously elected to fill the position 

of President. Soon after, as steps were being taken for his in-

auguration, a sudden and most unexpected death occurred In his 

family which made it impossible for him to enter upon the work, 

1-Infra, p . 2-Stockholders' Minutes, 1890, p. 17. 
5-lbid. 1891, pp. 13-14. 

of women. 

and earnest attention to the service for which t h e ^ had been 
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and we were obliged to yield his services to what he deemed 

nearer and more important duties; William Hyde Appleton, Ph.D., 

continued as President until the close of the College year." 

The students* year-book gave the following sketch of Mr. 

Foulke and of his sudden withdrawal:
1

 "William Dudley Foulke, 

^ j , was born in flew York, November 20th, 1848, and received 

his early education in the Jtrriends
1

 Seminary in that city. 

Entering Columbia College in 1865, he pursued his studies there 

for four years, winning various honors of a literary character, 

and graduating with distinction. Making the law his chosen 

profession, he entered Columbia Law School in 1869. From this 

institution he graduated in 1871, having, however, been admitted 

to the bar, in recognition of his marked ability, in the spring 

of 1870, while still a junior. After his marriage, in 1872, 

he continued the practice of law in Mew York until 1876, when 

he removed to Richmond, Indiana, where he has since resided. 

TP "As a lawyer, as a statesman, and as a scholar, William Dudley 

Foulke has a just claim to our respect and admiration. His 

success in the first-named pursuit paved the way for his poli-

tical advancement. As a member of the Indiana Senate, to which 

he was chosen in 1882, he gave ample evidence of his powers 

as a statesman by his warm advocacy of progressive and reform-

atory legislation, especially in the direction of the civil 

service, in the improvement of which he is actively interested. 

Although a believer in the general principles laid down by the 

Republican party, M r . Foulke is in no sense a partisan politi- J ^ 

cian, and his unwillingness to consider policy and expediency | 

before justice and right has tended to debar him from accepting .i 
W 

higher elective offices. His work has been accomplished largely ^ ^ 

in the State and National' reform leagues, the former of which ^ 

1-Halftvon. 1893, pp. 38-41 . j 

n 
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lie himself organized in Indiana. Retiring from the practice 

of law in 1889, M r . l
?

oulke has since devoted himself to the 

gratification of his taste for literature and art, and to work 

in behalf of the various reforms in which he is interested. 
(t

 It was in Deoember, 1890, that he was tendered the Presidency 

of Swarthmore College, which honor he accepted. From the close 

of the winter holidays to the catastrophe of the 25th of Feb-

ruary, 1891, the President-elect spent much time at the Col-

lege, familiarizing himself with the routine of work, and by 

his dignified and kindly bearing earning the sincere regard 

of Faculty and students. Preparations for a brilliant inau-

guration were already in progress when the bright outlook was 

suddenly clouded. Even while those interested in the College 

were congratulating the institution upon the prospects of fur-

ther successes under the administration about to begin, a mes-

sage was flashing over the wires fraught with sadness for the 

College and her President-elect. The sudden death of M r . Foulke
1 

brother-in-law made it necessary for the former to return imme-

diately to Richmond, and, a little later, to resign the posi-

tion he is so well qualified to fill." LAni^t / 

With the withdrawal of William Dudley Foulke* s acceptance 

of the presidency, Dr. Appleton continued as president until 

the close of the year 1890-91. But "on 9th mo. 8th, 1891", 

the board reports,
1

 "Charles De Garmo, Ph.D., Professor of 

Pedagogics in the Illinois State University, was unanimously 

elected to the Presidency, and entered at once upon the duties 

of the office. Born in Wisconsin, his early education was in 

the public schools, supplemented by a course of study in the 

Illinois State Normal School, where he graduated. Afterward 

1-Stockholders
1

 Minutes, 1891, p. 14. 



he spent three years abroad, studying in the Universities of 

Jena and Halle, in Germany, taking his degree of Ph.D. in Halle 

in 1886, since which time he has been engaged in educational 

work in the West. Though not a Friend by birth, his ances-

tors were Friends, and his views and principles accord so well 

with those of the Society, that he can consistently carry out 

the designs of the founders of the College in this regard. 

Having been till so recently a stranger to the place and un-

familiar with the past work in the College, he has, in his re-

port, which we append in full, confined himself more to an 

ideal of what he desires the College to become than to a syn-

opsis of what has been done in the year just past." 

The first report of Dr. De Garmo states his ideal of a 

college education as follows:
1

 "It is to the ends or purposes 

for which we educate the youth of the nation that we must ulti-

mately look for guidance in the administration of an education-

al institution. The methods and means in any individual case 

will depend largely upon the stage of the educational process 

through which the students are passing. Clear apprehension, 

then, of the immediate and ultimate ends of education and of 

the various stages of its process, are two essential prerequi-

sites for successfully directing it. Reflecting upon what it 

means to reach an end and to execute a purpose, it is clear 

that the idea of work, of progress, of volitional activity Is 

involved, for what is static does not reach ends. Only the 

dynamic is alive, and only conscious life can accomplish de-

signs. From this it is clear that an educational institution, 

1-Ibid. 1891, pp. 16-19. This report includes also Dr. De Garmo's 
ideals of college discipline and athletics, and recommendations 
as to some changes at Swarthmore (Infra. passim: see Index). 
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like everything else that reaches ends, must be alive, must 

progress, must keep itself in the dynamic and out of the static 

stage. In the same way, if we inquire to what end the indi-

vidual is educated we shall find a similar answer. Education 

that ends in stagnation, or in static power merely, is a harm 

and not a blessing both to the man and his neighbor. -However 

blind it may be, the popular impulse to make education practi-

cal is right, for aims in life involve volitional activity as 

the only possible means of reaching them. It is the will alone, 

says nant, that can be good or bad. it is quite as true that 

upon the will rests the accomplishment of any useful purpose. 

The ultimate value of an education, then, depends upon how much 

it makes us do. The deed is the fruit of which knowledge is 

only the blossom. The problem, then, is how to make education 

bear the largest fruitage of good and true and useful deeds, 

and this is equivalent to the question, -now can we make it 

most practicalY 

"But action alone does not make the practical man. it is 

not the activity that springs from undirected impulse or half-

mastered conceptions that ??e need, but that which comes from 

strong, consistent determination and clear insight into all 

the relations involved. To be practical, then, means to be 

strong in determination, right in purpose, vigorous in execu-

tion, and clear and distinct in knowledge. To be strong in 

determination but wrong in purpose is to make conduct self-

contradictory, hence unpractical in its highest degree, while 

determination coupled with ignorance produces obstinacy, and 

vigor in execution led by inadequate knowledge leads to expens-

ive blunders. Education must, therefore, culminate in intell-

igence which comes through knowledge; in obedience to conscience 
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and the rational life of the world which comes through ethical 

and religious culture; and in that vigorous executive ability 

that springs from the wholesome spirit in the healthy body. 

Intelligence, obedience, health, and executive ability are 

consequently the Immediate purposes of education, for all these 

are needed in the practical man, the man of deeds. 

"But before we can decide fully what the College should 

do and be, we must fix its position in the educational process. 

Reflection and observation show us that there are three some-

what clearly marked stages of thought and hence of education. 

A child spends the day in gathering walnuts. What are they 

to him? Merely so many individual objects, having only nu-

merical relations to one another, and those of taste to him-

* self. In the same way the facts of geography, natural history, 

mathematics, and literature are learned by pupils in prepara-

tory schools as so many facts, somewhat loosely connected by 

their simpler relations. Children in this stage of education 

can apprehend only the more obvious stages of processes. Their 

generalizations are of an elementary and concrete character. 

The abstractions of algebra or of thought in general do not 

appeal to them as having meaning. In college education, how-

ever, all this is changed. The walnut appears in the Botany 

class in a new light. Matters of form, size, color, and taste 

are no longer the important things. The nut is now studied 

as one of the phases of a process which includes the whole 

tree. To know the walnut now is to understand Its relation 

to root, stem, branch, and leaf, both of the parent tree and 

of the future tree whose possibility and prophecy it is. To 

know the tree is to understand the function of each part in 

relation to the whole, as well as all the actions and inter-



actions that go on between the tree and its environment. To 

the College Botanist, each part is the presupposition of the 

whole plant, and each plant is a nucleus about which the whole 

environment may cluster in relations totally unseen by the mind 

which has not yet reached this stage of education. That would 

be but a sorry caricature of College Botany that dealt mostly 

with the classification and naming of plants. In the same way 

all college education deals with the organization of knowledge, 

with facts as elements of processes, for no clump of earth 

can be so firmly petrified that it may not be viewed as a fac-

tor of a process. The element of time, so far as its present 

state is concerned, is an accidental one. In mathematics, in 

science, in language, the whole is seen in the part, and the 

part in the whole. The study of isolated facts is no longer 

in place, but everywhere there must be organization, unifica-

tion, the perception of organizing relations. All the facts 

of knowledge acquired in childhood, together with those newly 

learned, cluster about their appropriate centres as parts of 

an imposing whole. This is the true college education. 

"To be true to our own principle, we must glance forward 

also to see what relation the College bears to the University, 

since the college itself is also a stage in a greater process. 

On the basis of the organized knowledge of the college the Uni-

versity may, now undertake that which would otherwise be folly. 

It may return to specialization, to the consideration of frag-

ments of knowledge. The convolutions in the brain of a bat 

may now become a possible object of profitable investigation, 

for the student has a basis of organized knowledge to which 

he may refer the new facts. In this way the vast amount of 

specialization that now goes on in the University may in time 



be so thoroughly unified that it may become the subject of 

College education. There is one aarother function of the Uni-

versity that is often overlooked. It is the final and highest 

organization and correlation of knowledge. When a man makes 

the whole world revolve about his specialty, when he makes 

Botany, or Mathematics, or Philology the centre to which all 

other knowledge is to be related, he has made a subordinate 

part take the place of the true centre. All these subjects 

are but means to higher ends. What are plants that they should 

become the pivot around which the rest of the world revolves? 

It is in Philosophy that men learn to find the highest organiz-

ing principle, and to make every subordinate branch of knowl-

edge assume its right relation to the true centre and to every 

other branch. The German University is right when it compels 

every candidate for the doctor's degree to take the history of 

philosophy as one of his subjects of study, because even the 

most intelligent atomization in knowledge does not enable the 

student to enter the third stage of thought—the perception 

of the highest unity of knowledge as based upon its most fund-

amental organizing principles. A man should as easily differ-

entiate himself from his nervous system as from his food or 

clothing, and this the man who is in the college state is not 

always able to do. 

"Starting now
T

 with clear notions of what education is for, 

and what the educational latitude and longitude of the College 

are, we may proceed to discuss briefly some of the problems 

that arise in this College. Far-seeing intelligence we have 

found to be an essential requisite of the practical man. This 

kind of intelligence consists in the power of seeing the true 

and essential relations of things, it is plain that mere 
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memoriter work, or shiftless, easy-going methods of study, or 

slavish reliance upon the help of another can never "bring about 

this kind of insight, building upon the great work that has 

been wrought through the devotion and skillful labor of past 

years, it must be the persistent effort of the President, 

heartily seconded by professors and instructors, to prevent 

the growth of dilettanteism in study among the students—to 

prevent good fellowship from swallowing up good scholarship, 

wot only is it the duty of the College to insist upon good 

scholarship, but it is also the wisest policy. In the long 

run, the College that does most for the solid and permanent 

development of its students will be best upheld by the public, 

to whom it may look for moral and financial support. But not 

only do we need persistent diligence on the part of students 

and teachers to attain this scholarship, but we also need ade-

quate means, the chief of which are books and places to use 

them. The College education as described cannot be obtained 

by the student, who, like the urchin in tlie primary school, 

does nothing but con his lesson from his t&xt-book. He must 

become familiar with books, he must learn to use them with 

celerity, to find and to utilize what most nearly concerns the 

matter he has in hand." 

In his next annual report, President De Garmo stated more 

briefly his ideal of a college education and applied it to 

Swarthmore's teaching of history, economios, politics, social 

science, mathematics, Greek, Latin, and English. The ideal 

which he desired to apply in these subjects he stated as fol-

lows:
1

 "The educated public is practically a unit in the o-

pinion that the college should furnish a liberal education; 

1-Ibj,d. 1892, p. 15; see infra. under the departments of instruction. 

9? 
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in this demand there has been but little change. But when we 

ask what constitutes a liberal education, we find that the ad-

vanced thought of the present differs raaterially from the cur-

rent ideas of forty years ago. The position of the modern 

college is that it is more liberalizing and far more useful 

to pursue thought, or content-studies along with classics and 

mathematics, than it is to spend all the time on these more 

formal aspects of instruction. The college now holds that lib-

erality of education consists not so much in possessing a 

traditional store of ideas, as in having understanding and sym-

pathetic interest for what most concerns the welfare of man; 

and that he is illiberally educated whose interest and under-

standing are measured alone by what pertains to his calling. 

This radical departure of the modern college from the old ideals 

explains the changes that Swarthmore is now making, and points 

out the line of progress for the future." 

Both faculty and students cordially welcomed President 

De Garmo and his educational ideals, the junior year-book pub-

lishing a biographical sketch and portrait of him. The stu-

dent's sketch and greeting^"^ him was as f o l l o w s : T h e pre-

sent executive head of Swarthmore brings to the position the 

energy and thoroughness which belong proverbially to the people 

of our wonderful West, joined with the classical culture of 

the best universities of the Old World. No period in the ex-

istence of our College could have been more opportune for 

the reception of President De Garmo than the present. It is 

with a feeling of pleasure not unmixed with expectation that 

The Halcyon welcomes him to our midst, and with him a new 

era fop SwarthmorespDr. De Garmo* s scholastic education began 

1-Halevon. 1895, pp. 42-5. 
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in the public schools of Illinois, and ended with his gradu-

ation from the University of Halle, Germany, at which insti-

tution he obtained the degree of Ph.D.^ Aside from his own 

studies, both in this country and abroad, his life has been 

devoted almost entirely to the profession of teaching. He 

has made a most diligent and scholarly study of the art of 

imparting knowledge, and his works on pedagogics are author-

ity .^'President De Garmo was born in Wisconsin In 1849, and 

while a man of but forty-three years, his successes in his pro-

fession have been attained In various fields of labor. His 

career began as teacher in the public schools, which position 

he had held for but a short time when offered that of prin-

cipal in the public school at Naples, Illinois. Professor De 

Garmo, however, soon returned to his Alma Mater, the Illinois 

State Normal University, where he occupied the position of assis-

tant training teacher for seven years.^J'While still connected 

with the University, Dr. De Garmo and Professor E . J. James, 

at present at the University of Pennsylvania, established and 

conducted for a period of two years The Illinois State Jouynal. 

a paper devoted to the interests of education, 'i'his was just 

prior to his brilliant career in the German Universities of 

dena and Halle. He remained abroad three years, in which time, 

by careful study and observation, he familiarized himself with • 

those methods of education obtaining in the Old World. Re-

turning to America, he again took up his work at Illinois 

State Normal University, this time as Professor of Modern 

Languages. Four years later he became Professor of Philoso-

phy and Pedagogics in the Illinois State University, at Cham-

paign, which position he held until called to the Presidency 

of Swarthmore College in September, 1891.^T^r. De Garmo is 

10! 



closely connected and in sympathy with the University Exten-

sion movement now occupying so much attention in educational 

circles. His literary works are all upon those subjects to 

which he has devoted the greatest study»*Philosophy and Peda-

gogics." 
T

h e Halcyon of the next year hit off some of Dr. De 

Garmo's characteristics which appealed to the students as 

follows:
1

 "Y-clepped Charles was the Presedaunt, 

And of the College dorste he make avaunt. 

His figure was ful tall and eek as brood 

As it was tall. Jiis governaunce was good. 

Upon his heed a silke hat he war; 

A black Prince Albert coatie was his gere, 

And of Philosophie he know a lot. 

Of public schooles was he fond, I wot." 

The Class of 1895, in their junior year, dedicated their 

Halcyon to President De Garmo in the following verses:
2 

"When we as mirthful Freshmen came 

Within the gates of old Swarthmore, 

Its halls first echoed with thy name 

Which graced its records ne'er before. 

Full many a goodly favor brought 

Unto the youths and maidens all, 

Full many a kind and helpful thought, 

With gratitude we now recall. 

So mindful of thy worth do we 

This little volume now contrive, 

With greetings we address to thee 

The "Halcyon" of Ninety-five."
 / y

 . 
{AUTWUILAX) 

1-Ibid. 1894, p. 116. 2-Ibid. 1895, frontispiece^and p. 1. 



.by December, 1894, the Depression was being felt at 

Swarthmore, although Dr. De Garmo in his report of that date
1 

attributed the decline in the number of students (from 206 in 

1890-91, to 204 in 1891-92, to 201 in 1892-93, to 193 in 1893-

94, and to 187 in 1894-95) to the elimination of the prepara-

tory students and "the powerful attractions drawing students 

to the great universities". This latter reason led him to de-

vote four pages of his report to "College Training at bwarth-

more vs. University Training in uities". The five advantages 

of the former included: "the intimate personal relations es-

tablished between the professors and each student"; "social 

humanizing influences" in dormitory life and in co-education; 

the "high grade of undergraduate work between the ages of 16 

and 20, or 17 and 21, thus saving the student two, and perhaps 

three years", before entering on professional study; a super-

ior moral training; and normal athletics.
2

 His conclusion 

from this contrast was that "these five points embrace the im-

portant things in the higher physical, moral, social, and in-

tellectual education of young men and young women. Great num-

bers, costly equipments, intense excitements, and the like, 

may have fascination for young students, but they should not 

blind their parents to the advantages of early higher education 

under circumstances that tend to ward off every evil influence, 

and to develop character of the highest type." 

Despite this apreal to the parents of prospective students, 

the number at Swarthmore continued to decline during the rest 

of the Depression: to 180 in 1895-96, to 172 in 1896-97, and 

to 162 in 1897-98. President De Garmo*s report of 1895 attri-

buted this decline to the "transition ^at Swarthmore] to a 

1-Ibid, 1894, pp. 16-24. 2-Cf. infra, p. 



higher plane of scholarship and character, at a time also of 

extraordinary financial depression in the country". But he 

sounded the optimistic note that "the Faculty now "believe, 

however, that the college is so thoroughly founded on the rock 

of merit that a gradual growth in numbers Is sure to set in. 

They think that the steady growth in internal organization, 

and the constant development in the scope and efficiency of 

college work in every department, will not fail to receive full 

public recognition".
1 

Cooperation between the faculty and the administration, 

during the crisis, was full and loyal; and the president paid 

to the faculty members the following tribute:
2

 ehange 

Aiyhatovor hac talcon plaoo in tho toaching foroo of the College 

oinoo the last annual-reporI. - This ^Wbility coupled with 

good health hao paused the work to move in ito normal channels 

with vigor and efficiency^
 H

 The faculty have given their most 

devoted labor to teaching, to writing, to lecturing. They 

have done their best to spread the name and fame of the col-

lege. No proper means in their power to arouse enthusiasm for 

the college both at home and abroad have they left untried; 

yet all their efforts, untiring, devoted, and able as they 

are have not sufficed to meet the competition produced by the 

recent changes in Higher Education, and fill our college with 

students." 

Many earnest discussions in faculty meetings grappled 

with the financial and educational problems of the Depression. 

One of these resulted in the rejection of the plan of lowering 

the age of admission by two y e a r s — f o r the reason, as stated 

by Dr. De Garmo, that "the established order of things and the 

1-Stockholders* Minutes, 1895, p. 17. 3 Ibid. 1005. pp« 18-10. 
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tendencies of the times are against it"; hut a stronger reason 

in the minds of the faculty was that Swarthmore had been striv-

ing for a quarter-century to get rid of preparatory students 

and thereby raise the college to a higher standard, and had 

only recently succeeded in doing so. The president and facul-

ty were entirely agreed, however, that Swarthmore must keep 

fully abreast of the best colleges in requirements for admis-

sion and for graduation; and they raised the requirements for 

both of these in the very midst of the Depression. 

President De Garmo
1

s administration was marked by the De-

pression of 1895-98; by the reintroduction of a professorship 

of English—the first since Professor Thomas retired in 1887; 

the establishment of an associate professorship in economics 

and social science^ u M e r r n g T T T m T f t m I, hull^-lggg^ the award 

of the first and second fellowships (the J . W . Lippincott and 

the Lucretia Mott); the building of a girls* gymnasium, and 

the enlargement—after a fire—of the science building. An 

event of great interest to the Society of Eriends in America 

was the holding of the Eriends General Conference at Swarth-

more in 1896. 



The Principal 

The first official appointed to share the burden of admin-

istration with the president was the "Principal" who directly 

supervised the preparatory department. Professor Magill bore 

the title and fulfilled the duties of this office from 1869 to 

1872, in which latter year he was given the title of president 

of the college. Jtie had acted in this latter capacity since 

President Parrish
1

s resignation in January, 1870; and with 

the merging of the two offices in 1872, no more "Principals" 

were appointed. Members of the college faculty, and especially 

Professor Eugene Paulin, shared with the college president the 

administration of the preparatory depatment until its abolition 

in 1889-90? 

The Matrons 

The next administrative officer appointed was the "matron"; 

and the first person to fill this office was Helen G . Longstreth, 

of Philadelphia^ She had been one of the founders of the col-

lege, and a member of the board of managers from 1862 to 1868.
1 

0n her appointment as matron, she resigned from the board in 

1869, and served the college as head of "the household depart-

ment" during its first year. The board accepted her resigna-

tion as matron at the close of 1869-70, with a resolution ex-

pressive of their appreciation of "her long and valuable ser-

vices in connection with the College".
2 

Helen Longstreth*s successor as matron was Phebe W . Foulke, 

the wife of the first "Superintendent", Thomas W . Foulke. So 

1-See Volume I, pp. 
2-Stockholders* Minutes, 1870, p. 10. She died June 6, 1901, at 

Atlantic City, N . J.. 

J6 6 
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beloved were this most kind and friendly couple that they were 

spontaneously called by the students "Cousin Phebe" and "Cousin 

Thomas". Mrs. Foulke served as matron from 1870 until 1878, 

and her resignation was accepted with regret and with the en-

comium that her eight years of service had been "highly satis-

factory
41 

Caroline S. Wood, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, next became 

matron, and served until 1882. The board in accepting her 

resignation, said:
2

 "In this department of the household we 

have met with a serious loss in the resignation of the Matron, 

Caroline S. Wood, who has served the College ably and faith-

fully during the past four years. Her place has been filled 

by the appointment of Anna W . Frost Olapp, of Hew York, who 

has entered upon her duties during the past month (November, 

18823." Clapp served another four years' term,3 and was 

succeeded by Elizabeth Powell Bond, of New York.
4 

Within three months of her arrival, the board reported of 

Mrs. Bond that her "influence with our girls, and with the en-

tire college family, is excellent".^ She served as "matron" 

from 1886 until 1890, and was then appointed "dean", which of-

fice she filled from 1890 to 1906,
6

 then becoming "dean emeri-

tus" until her death in March, 1926. Her coming to Swarthmore 

1-lbid. 1878, p. 50. She died in 1904 at Redlands, California. 
2-lbid. 1882, p. 63. She died February 27, 1922, at Sierra Madre, 

California. 
3-She died March 20, 1899, in Brooklyn, N . Y . 
4-The matrons were assisted by "housekeepers", beginning with Pris- > 

cilia T. Speakiaan (with Hetty Saunders as "receiver of guests") 
in 1869-70; and during the latter part of the period, Rachel B . 
Townsend (1892?-1897) and Mary R . Satterthwaite (1897-1902). 
During the first year, there were two "assistants in charge of 
nurseries and dormitories", the latter receiving the title of 
matrons in 1896. 

5-lbid. 1886, p. 18. 
6-The title of "matron" was conferred upon the women who supervised 

each of the three sections of Parrish Hall. There were also a 
"director of the laundry" and a "director of the farm". 



marked a new and very happy era in the social and educational 

work of the college. Under the section on the faculty, this 

will be referred to later. 

The Superintendents 

The pressing need of a superintendent of grounds, build-

ings, and local finances was felt from the very beginning, and 

this need was filled for the year 1869-70 by Joseph Lewis, Jr., 

and then from 1870 until 1884 by Thomas S. Foulke. The services 

of the latter were greatly appreciated by board, faculty, stu-

dents, and especially by the hard-pressed president of the col-

lege, who wrote of him seventeen years after his death as fol-

l o w s : ^ "On the 10th of fourth month of this year the College 

lost, by death, the valuable services of the Superintendent, 

Thomas S. Foulke/f. lie had served the College with untiring 

energy and unremitting care for a period of thirteen years. 

His interest in its success was unsurpassed, and he never spared 

himself when his duties seemed to call for his services. His 

kindly and genial disposition warmed toward him the hearts of 

all by whom he was surrounded. His ever ready jests and good 

stories made his office a centre of attraction. Students of 

that time will recall with pleasure the cordial reception which 

ever awaited them there. He had a story ever ready and ap-

propriate to illustrate the passing occurrences of the day, 

and in this respect he was not unlike our martyr President 

Xiincoln. His unselfish devotion to his work may be illustrated 

by a circumstance not generally known. Forest fires were not 

uncommon in those earlier days of the College, when 'huts' and 

'caves' of 'Preps' were not infrequent on the wooded hillside 

1-Dr. Magill in the Halevon. 1902, pp. 14-15. 



along the Crum. The origin of these mysterious fires may be 

readily conjectured. To extinguish these was frequently no 

inconsiderable task. It was at one of these fires, where, with 

others, he spent a good part of the night in surrounding and 

arresting the flames, that he was so exhausted when he retired 

toward morning that fears were entertained for the result of 

that night*s overwork. This was in very early spring, and he 

was never really well afterward, and before the middle of the 

ourth month that earnest, active life went out, and he passed 

on to the Life beyond. His memory will ever be most kindly 

cherished by all Swarthmoreans of that early day." 

The board, too, at the time of his death, made the follow-

ing record:
1

 "Since our last Annual Report to the Stockholders 

the College has lost, by death, an efficient and valuable of-

ficer, in the person of Thomas S. Foulke, our Superintendent. 

For the past thirteen years he has been identified with the 

life of the College, giving to it not only the energy and un-

remitting care required by his large sphere of duty, but bring-

ing to the work a warmth of feeling and interest that added in-

calculably to its value. His kindness' and constant attention 

to the wants of the students, and his ready sympathy in all 

their interests, greatly endeared him to those under our charge 

and make his loss severely felt." ^ 4 

superintendent was William J . Hall, who filled 

that office from 1884 until 1900. He had graduated from Swarth 

more, with the degree of B.S., in 1878. After six years
1

 train 

ing in the employ of the Philadelphia and West Chester Railway 

Company, of which his father, Thomas H . Hall, was treasurer, 

he took up his duties as superintendent at Swarthmore, and 

1- Stockholders* Minutes, 1884, p. 12. 
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The Registrars 

The predecessors of the registrars were the president's 

secretaries, the first of whom was Helen Magill (later Mrs. 

Andrew D. White), a graduate in the first class (1873). 

The title of registrar was not conferred until 1890-91, 

during which year and until 1900 it was filled by Esther Town-

send Moore, of Maryland. Miss Moore was one ol^the first grad-

uates (A.B., 1873), having entered the first freshman class 

with the opening of the college in 1869. She became a grad-

uate student in 1873-74, and during that year and until 1883 

she was an instructor in the preparatory department in mathe-

matics (and in English grammar, 1879-83). Erom 1884 until 1889, 

she was "in charge of the study-room", in 1889-90 secretary to 

the president^and registrar. During many of the years before 

she received the official title of registrar, she appears to 

have performed the functions of that office, and the records 

of many classes of Swarthmore's students in the 70*s, 80*s 

and 90*s are preserved with painstaking care in her clear hand-

writing.
 1 

The Librarians 

A librarian was appointed for the year 1871-72, from which 

year until 1874 she was ranked, not with the faculty, but with 

1-In 1900, she married Professor William Hyde Appleton and retired 
from college work. She died August 7, 1934 (eight years after her 
husband), in Baltimore, M d . "TP Albert Cook Myers, B.L., Swarthmore, 
1898, M.L., 1901, was registrar and secretary to the president 
from 1900 to 1902. The next year, the president was given a sec-
retary on full time, the office of registrar continuing until 1913, 
when it was merged in that of dean. 
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the "officers of government and instruction". From 1874 until 

1877, she was ranked with the "instructors"; thereafter, until 

1879, she was again ranked with the "officers of government and 

instruction". The office was filled in 1871-72 by Mary P . H . 

Rockwell, and from 1872 to 1879 by Catharine L . Rockwell. 

From 1879 until 1888, Arthur Beardsley, professor of en-

gineering^ acted also as librarian, having during the last seven 

of these years an assistant, Olivia Rodham (who acted also as 

instructor in botany). Miss Rodham became acting librarian in 

1888-89, and she was succeeded by Sarah M . Nowell (1889-1906). 



1 ! ^ L y p ^ r s n r 

The Faculty and Corns of Instructors 

Name 3 

The by-laws of the corporation in 1869, under "Law 8, The 

Faculty" included "the President and other Professors of the 

College, with the Principal of the Preparatory Department and 

Matron"• 

The first college catalogue (for 1869-70.) listed as mem-

bers of the "Faculty", the president, matron, principal and 

secretary, the last named being professor of the Greek and Ger-

man language and literature and acting professor of mathemat-

ics. Under the title "Department of Instruction", it listed 

as "Resident Officers" the president, principal, one professor, 

six teachers and two assistant teachers; and as "Non-Resident 

Instructors", two lecturers and one professor. 

The catalogue for 1870-71 has only one list, namely, " f ^ -

F^aqulty and other Officers"; it numbers eighteen, 

plus three "Non-Resident Officers" (a professor and two teachers). 

In 1871-72, the "Faculty" is again listed separately and 

includes six persons, namely, the principal (who was yet only 

acting president), the matron, three professors, and the sup-

erintendent; while under "Officers of Government and Instruc-

tion" , were listed the six members of the faculty, eleven tea-

chers, the librarian, and three "Non-Resident Officers". 

This two-fold classification was continued until 1902, 

with the exception that from 1875 to 1882, the faculty was 

called the "Faculty of Government", and the other list entit-

led "Officers of Government and Instruction". From 1882 until 

1885, the terms "Faculty of Government" and "Faculty of Instruc-

tion" were used; in 1885, the terms "Faculty" and "Officers of 

DO. 
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Instruction" were adopted, with a footnote to the former sta-

ting By-Lav; IX (of the Board of Managers), namely: "The Pres-

ident, Matron and such of the resident Professors and others 

as may be elected by the Board, shall constitute the Faculty". 

In 1899, the name for the second group was changed to "Officers 

of Instruction and Administration"; and finally, in 1901, the 

two groups were merged in one, called "Officers of Instruction 

and Administration".^' 

Infinity Tj^les M 

The titles of the corps of instructors began in 1869 with 

those of president, professor, and lecturer, for the college; 

and principal, teacher and assistant teacher^ for the prepara-

tory department. To these were added: librarian (1871), in-

structor (1872), assistant professor (1875), assistant instruc-

tor (1875), president's secretary (1874), assistant (1879), 

assistant librarian (1881), emeritus professor (1885), direc-

tor of physical culture (1885), director of the workshops (1887), 

registrar (1890), and associate professor (1892). 

With the exception of the^matron (dean)
}
and superintendent, 

the ranking was as follows: proiii^rnt^ ,pnior1tnn proforrroTj pro-

fessor, associate professorial assistant professor^ The ranfe» 

ing of tho other momboro of the-faculty varied in aucuTflame-

with length of ooarviioa.
 ;

 ^ ^ t ^ ^ t e x .
 y 

I — ^Beginning with 1902, the two-fold classification was restored, 
the two names being "The Faculty and Instructors" (until , 
when "The Faculty" was adopted) and "Officers of Administration". 

jdlsr^tLA. P&at^-O^JlJW• y^JtujL*.. (^oox^eX^^wr^ ArjL 
1

 V 0 0JJ
 3 
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ffaanltT.r • Duties 

In the By-Laws of the Board of Managers for 1869, it is 

stated under "Law 8. — The Faculty" that "The President and 

other Professors of the College, with the Principal of the Pre-

paratory Department and Matron, shall hold regular meetings, 

arrange the course of study, determine the qualifications for 

admission into the several departments and classes, and for 

graduation, decide upon rules of order and determine all ques-

tions pertaining to the discipline or instruction, subject to 

the approval of the Executive Committee [of the Board], and re-

port through the President to the Board at least twice a year". 

Catalogue for 1885-86 and 

for the subsequent years down to 1900-01, states n fnnt» 

ir?*'? 'rnrinr thft lift rf "TmrTtHry" mnmbnrr}' ^TTiilanti, 

Matron and .guoh of the rsffidont Profooooro and ofrliorp ao may 

be o l a d e d b.y llie Duaid, ahall ounslltuie the 3Fa^3^1L.y.
T,

 ThuJLi 

^dutiesytgo otftfrod to be the same as in By-Law 8 of 1869, ex-

cept that^thoy a w to report (it is not specified "through the 

President") to the Executive Committee, instead of to the Board, 

and to report monthly, instead of "at least twice a year". 

Down to 1901-02, the members of the "faculty were limited 

to those members of the staff who were elected to membership by 

the board. Their number varied from four in 1869-70 to six-

teen in 1900-01 and fourteen in 1901-02, with an average of 11. 

The entire corps of instructors varied in number from four-

teen in 1869-70 to thirty-one in 1900-01 and twenty-eight in 

1901-02, with an average of twenty-three. The number of stu-

1900-01, it is called 

Number 

a 



r 

4 . 

dents per teacher varied from 14 in 1869-70 to 8 in 1901-02, 

the average number of students per teacher being 10£» 

Of the 157 members of the corps of instructors during the 

period, 83 were men and 74 were women: thus evenly was the 

principle of coeducation applied in the teaching staff as a 

whole 

__fc of the 36 instructors of full professional rank, 31 

were men and only 5 were women.
 s 

The degrees received by 119 of the 157 members of the 

corps of instructors included: 62 bachelors (in arts, science, 

letters, philosophy, lav;, and oratory); 27 masters (arts=17, 

science=3, civil engineering=7); and 30 doctors (philosophy=15, 

medicine=12, science=2, laws-honorary=l)• 

These degrees were conferred by the leading colleges and 

universities in the United States, including Harvard, Tale, 

Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins, Chicago, Cornell, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, etc., and by the Sorbonne and Jena. 

Twenty-three of the teaching staff of 157 were graduates 

of Swarthmore, five of them (one woman and four men) filling 

professorships, and three (all men) assistant professorships. 

Of the 157 members of the teaching-staff, during the 

period from 1869-1902, twenty served ten years or more. Of 

these, one (Prof. Cunningham) served 33 years (37 in all); 

Training 

L e n g t h o£ Sgyy;}.^ 
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one (Prof. Magill) 31 years; one (Prof. Appleton) 30 years 

17 years (24 in all); four (Profs. Paulin, Green, and. Hole 

and Dean Bond) 16 years each. (Dean Bond 20 years In all); two 
> 

(Profs. Leidy and Austin) 15 years each; four (Profs. Trotter, 

Hoadley, and Furman, and Librarian Nowell) 14 years each (Prof. 

Trotter 40 years in all, Prof. Hoadley 26 years in all, Miss 

Nowell 18 years In all); two (Profs. Thomas and Day) 13 years 

each; three (Profs. Sanford and Hull, and Dr. Shell) 10 years 

each (Prof. Hull 47 years, and Dr. Shell 13 years, in all). 

(37 in all); one (Prof. Beardsley) 26 years; one (Prof. Price) 



THE DEPARTMENTS OF INSTRUCTION 

The term "Departments of Study" was used in the catalogue of 1869-70 for the 

departments of instruction, while the term "Course of Instruction" was used for the curricu-

lum, or programme of studies. The next year, "Courses of Study" replaced "both of the former 

terms; and for a decade thereafter, "Departments of Study", or "Departments", was preferred. 

"Courses of Study" was next used until 1885, when "both "Courses of Instruction" and "Courses 

of Study" were used for thirteen years; finally, in 1898, the term "Departments of Instruc-

tion" was introduced and differentiated from the "Courses of Study". 

The number of departments varied from eight (in 1869-70) to twenty (in 1887-89), 

with a yearly average of sixteen; and the number of subjects taught^ from eighteen (in 

1871-72) to thirty (in 1899-00), with a yearly average of twenty-four. The jjtunber-of -in-

structors varied meanwhile from fourteen (in 1869-70) to twenty-eight (in 1900-02), with a 

yearly average of twenty-two. Thus, each department had an average of 1 3/ll instructors, 

and each subject t w of an instructorj ._... _ __ — a r r — 

Eight departments were started in the first year and maintained throughout the 

period,, namely: 

History 

English 

Latin ^ "
u n d e r t l l e t e r a

 "Ancient Languages" until 1871 

G e m a i ^
m i t e < i u n d e r t h e t e r m

 "Modern Languages" until 1871 

Mathematics 

Natural History (called "Natural Science", 1869-70; "Biology and Geology", in 
1891-93 and 1900-02; "Biology", 1893-1900) 

Physics (called "Natural Philosophy"
t
 1870-71) 

Chemistry (-united with Physics, 1869-70) 

Elocution (called "Heading and Speaking", 1885-93) 

/ / 7 
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Five more departmentsfwere started from time to time~P(which remained permanent 

namely: 

Drawing (and Painting after 1883), in 1870 

Engineering, in 1871 

Philosophy, in 1873 (called "Mental Philosophy" and "Moral Philosophy", and 
separated 1873-77, united 1877-85 and 1887-88; called 
"Philosophy", 1885 (united with Teaching, 1885-87); 
called "Psychology and Philosophy", 1898-1902 ) 

Physical Culture, in 1885 (called "Physical Training" after 1899) 

Teaching, 1879-1902 (united with Philosophy, 1885-87; called "Pedagogy" after 

1889). 

ITine other departments were set up during the period, which had an independent 

existence for a few years and were then absorbed in or re-united with older departments. 

These were: 

Botany, 1874-80 

Political Science, 1886-91 

Political Economy, 1873-79 and 1893-94 (called "Political Economy and Social 

Science", 1893-94) 

Logic, 1387-94 

Rhetoric and Composition, 1887-94 (called "English Composition", 1891-94) 

Italian, 1883-86) 

Spanish, 1883-3' 

Astronomy, 1875-79, 1887-88 

Physiography and Geography, 1898-99 

Biblical Literature, 1900-02 

The following studies were classed in independent departments for a few years 

each, "but were then omitted entirely from the curriculum: 

Penmanship, 1370-74 

Phonography, 1870-74, 1877-79, 1883-84, 1885-90 

Telegraphy, 1873-73 

Booldeeeping, 1883-84. 
Jt¥ 

\ united in 1383-36 

j it 
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The annual catalogues "begai^with a statement concerning each "Department of 

Study"; "but the next year, no separate statements were made of the departments, the "Courses 

of Study" alone "being listed. Between 1371 and 1880, separate statements were made of 

only a few of the departments; "but during the following years, the departments were each 

given a separate statement. Beginning with 1892-93, the names of the instructors were given 

in each department, as well as in the front of the catalogue; "but it was not until 1902, 

that the latter gave the academic data regarding them. Meanwhile, the space devoted to 

the departmental statements increased from 4-| pages in 1869-70 to 23 pages in 1901-02, 

TES DSPARTMSETT OP HIS TOBY M P ALLIED SUBJECTS 

The first college catalogue (1869-70), under the heading "Departments of 

Study", made the following preliminary statement: "These departments are not arranged in 

any assumed order of precedence or importance, "but each as filling an equal and necessary 

place in the general plan. The object of our full course of study "being to make 

symmetrically developed men and women of "broad and liberal views, no one department is 

allowed to take undue prominence at the expense of another." 

With this apologia, the catalogue proceeds to list as first of the departments 

History and Geography, and to state in regard to it: "This study, the importance of which 

has secured for it a place throughout the entire course, is pursued with special reference 

to a clear and correct tinders tanding of the lessons of the past, as influencing the forma-

tion of individual and national character. It will "be the effort of the teacher to show 

how, with varying success, the struggle of intellectual progress has "been carried forwa'd. 

No text "book will "be followed inplicitly, "but the students will "be encouraged to reason and 

judge for themselves. In connection with the history of each nation, its geography will "be 

taught, maps and other appliances being brought into requisition." 

After this, the reason for the prominence of history and its allied subjects was 

taken for granted, until (in 1892) a new department of political economy and social science 
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introduced Reside that of history and political science. It wa° then stated that the two 

artments- were "designed to furnish information that is necessary for intelligent citizenship, 

, to provide a valuable preliminary training for those who intend to engage in the law, in 

m a l i s m , in "business, or in the public service." When the two departments were united in 1894 

s statement was repeated yearly until 1904,when a new department of politics and economics 

established. 

Since the college proper had in its first year only a freshman class, the history of 

:ece and Some was provided for it; while that of the United States, England and the ancient 

,ent was prescribed for the three classes in the "preparatory department." In anticipation 

sophomore, junior and senior classes in the next three years, the following subjects were 

ivided for them respectively: the Middle Ages, and Prance since the 15th Century; England, 

: the history of Civilization; the philosophy of history. 

This plan was adopted during the presidency of Dr. Parrish, under the professorship 

Anna Hallowell; "but with the ww^bession of President ftegill and Professor Maria L.Sanford 

1870, the history of the United States, England, Greece, and Home was stressed in the col-

re classes, while political and physical geography was emphasized in the preparatory classes. 

During the nine years of Miss Sanford's professorship, this arrangement prevailed, 

;ept that the ancient history was prescribed only for freshmen in the classical and scientific 

arses, while modern Europe, the history of civilization (Guizot's hook), and the constitutional 

story of the United States (De Tocqueville's hook) were offered to the three t$>per classes, 

e text-hooks used hy Professor Sanfora included Goodrich's, Barnes
1

 and Seavey's United States, 

e Constitution, De Tocqueville, Goodrich's and Anderson's England, Bloss's and Schmitz' 

cient, Smith's Greece, Liddell's Rome, the Student's Gibbon, Guizot's Civilization, Anderson's 

neral History, Student's France, Hole and Wheeler's, Appleton's and Blake's biographical 

ctionaries. The report of the board in 1877, gives an account of the teaching of history 

Professor Sanford as follows: 

- During her brief professorship,Miss Hallowell procured for the college "valuable collections 
f photographs of European views and illustrations of ancient and modern history"(Stockholders 
inutee,1869,p.l3). In 1870, also, (p.7) the hoard reported: "The influence of pictures is not to 
e overlooked in the training of young minds, and the late contributions of engravings, by 
t , George Truman and Henry M.laing,representing groups of American inventors and of literary 
ten and women, have attracted much attention. " 
- Stockholders' Minutes, 1877, p . 50. 

I zo 
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"In the department of History, the co-arse is, in general, the same as has "been 

pursued for some years. With the younger students, drill in specific facts, and exercises 

calculated to give familiarity with name?-, places and dates important in history, occupy 

the principal part of the time; hut as they advance in the course, more and more attention 

is given to analysis of character, to the causes of great movements, and the influence of 

events and of individuals -upon the life of nations. It is the constant aim not to give 

undue prominence to political history; to regard battles and kings as important only so 

far as they have advanced or retarded the progress of a people in freedom, intelligence 

and morality, and especially to make the lessons of the past a powerful incentive to 

patriotism and virtue. 

"That the study of History may "be a means of culture and not a mere exercise of 

the memory, time is always demoted to the customs, religion, art and literature of a 

nation; fine passages of prose or poetry commemorating historic events, are frequently 

presented in class, and an effort is made to awaken an interest in the historic allusions 

and legends of works of art. Students in the advanced classes, and advanced students in 

all classes, are encouraged to read standard works of history, "by selecting for them such 

portions as illustrate their class work, or as are calculated to arouse and fix their 

attention. Compositions upon historic subjects are required throughout the course, and an 

increasing interest is shown in this part of the work, leading the students, in many cases, 

to prepare quite elaborate and creditable theses upon the subjects assigned. 

"The recent contribution, by a menfoer of the Board, of a number of fine large 

photographs of ruins, temples, cathedrals, etc., has greatly increased the efficiency of 

this department. This gift will be remembered with gratitude by the students, not merely 

"because it has kindled a deeper interest in the general subject, but because it has proved 

the means for specific and valuable information which many of them could hardly have 

otherwise obtained." 

1 
On Miss Sanford's retirement. Dr. Joseph Thomas became professor of History as 

1 - With an interval of one year (1379-30), during which three instructors in other depart-
ments carried on the work in history. 

I 2 U 
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bll as of English Literature; "but the subjects of study remained practically the same, 
w 3 

though Dr. Thomas added a course of twenty lectures on general history and biography. The J . ̂  

following year (1881-82), Dr. Thonas restricted M s teaching to English literature, and 

filliaia Perm Eolconib became assistant professor of history; "but the history of England was | 

Left largely to Dr. Jhomas, while Mr. Holeomt stressed that of Continental Europe and the i ^
 > 

ii eonstitutional history of the United States. Leighton's Home, Hallam's Middle Ages, and 

/ y - X 
foang's Government Class-Book were added to the previous oiaesu n^-xX - 7f 

* At the end of 1883-8.3, M r . Holeomt went to Johns Hopkins University to take a 

1 

three years' course leading to the degree of doctor of philosophy; and on his return to 

Iwarthmore in 1886, he "became professor of history and political science. Although the latter 

ras defined as "political economy, finance and administration", the history and politics of 

;he United States and England "became thereafter the bads-bone of the work in it, with "the 

Jonetitutions of certain European countries since 1879" being added for comparative study. 

The new text-books in history introduced by Professor Hoi comb included three 

'rimers of Greek and xtoman history, and Creighton's and Wilkins's Home; Myers's Mediaeval and 

[odern (with collateral reading in Bryce, Milman, Hatch, Gibbon, Motley, Fisher, Symonds, 

^/"'^"^•^When the new department of Political Economy and Social Science was instituted (in 

.892) and merged with that of History and Political Science (in 1894), the text-books used in 

foe various courses were no longer listed in the animal catalogues; but they continued to be 

wed in large variety for experimental purposes and supplementary to the formal lectures and 

:lass discussions and written work. As far as practicable, they were selected because of 

;heir contemporaneous character, such as Herodotus and Thucydid^in Greek history, Livy and 

lacitus in Soman, etc. 

. - An instructor for two years and an assistant professor for one„ took his work meanwhile. 
Professor Hoi comb also started, in 1886, a"Historical Seminary" on the model of the one 

at Johns Hopkins, which appears to have lasted only one year.
 B

 . 

r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

j L ^ ^ V d U - ^ ^ ^ e ^ j ^ K r . t a r/ 
ftcteL^LII*>NIL 
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The tendency of history-teaching in American colleges to include allied sub-

jects, (especially in the last quarter of the 19th century) was a noteworthy feature in 

Swarthmore throughout its first generation. Beginning with the stress laid on geography 

h 

in its first year, political science (chiefly in t^e guise of United States and English 

constitutional history and g o v e r n m e n t ^ m d Taol1.ti.oct1 ernnony woge-^introduced in 1372-73, 
CM& both of these continuing throughout all the subsequent years (with the exception of 

£ 

1880-81). D̂ J Tocqueville
1

 s Democracy in America and the United States Constitution appear 

to have been the fir«st text-books in political science; these were followed by>
!,

Young's 

Government Class- Book, a treatise on the principles of Government and Law"; Johnston, 
"U. 

Irothinghaia, Bancroft, Curtis, The federalist, Von Hoist, Schooler, and the American 

Statesmen series^ Tighe's Soman Constitution; StuVbs, Hallam, May, Bagehot, and the Engli^i 

Citizen series. 7 ^J 

In yolitiLuj.l econoiBj^—MUrl- and Carey lmld Ihtj f l u u f u n t x T Walker cLicplaood them 

flu looc-a?) .-alL-huu^ll Mill, ThuwpbUlll, ^osClltii, Lists, Marshall, and I»..vuluyi hulif Hie 

toaltmeei aa oollatorol recwUr«&fc 

Professor Holcomb introduced a course in international law, of which he said: 

Injuring the latter part of the £seniorJ year the elements of international law are studied, 

and as far as our library will afford material, the history of cases of arbitration is t aken 

up. Last year each student was required to prepare an essay on arbitration, and this will 

be repeated this year. The library has as yet no collection of works on international law, 

and it is to be hoped that means will soon be fo:nd to provide such an absolute necessity. 

The successful prosecution of the work last year was greatly retarded by the lack of refer-

ence books." 

With the coming of William I. Hull (Ph. D., John Hopkins University) to the 

college in 1893-93, a new department of Political Economy and Social Science was establish-

ed, and various problems in so-called social science were studied. Professor Hull etafced 
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hie conception of the work of this department as follows: "The guiding principal of 
* 

work in this department is that 'man's present condition is a development of M s past,' The 

•first aim, then, is to tinder stand as thoroughly as may be his condition in the most remote 

past upon which the torch of knowledge can cast a ray of light, 

"3ough stone implements found in the dry beds of once mighty rivers, and drawings 

of extinct animals cut upon their own bones, and preserved beneath the floors of caves 

which sheltered earth's primeval artist-hunters, are the chief sources of information con-

cerning the rude and savage condition of early man. With the gradual amelioration of this 

condition, sources of information increase in number and variety, and become more satisfactory 

in character. 

"3ut with the picture of man's progress in civilization which such records of the 

past paint for us, goes a careful study of the causes of his progress. In order to under-

stand man and society the student must appeal for information to physical geography, biology, 

psychology, ethics, comparative philology, religion and mythology, literature, anthropology, 

political science, and economics. Laborious though such a task may seem, it is absolutely — 

necessary if one hopes to obtain an adequate knowledge of man and society today. But there 

can be no more inspiring study in the realm of knowledge, and labor spent upon it is amply 

repair. 

"Political science, which is studied in connection with history, includes in out-

line, the constitutional history of the various countries mentioned above, and a more detail-

ed study of Federal, State, and local governments in the United States. 

"Economics includes a study of the fundamental jbacts and laws of industrial • 

society; the evolution of industry in England and in the United States; a historical and 

critical examination of Socialism, Monetary Problems, Protection, and Taxation. 

"Social science includes a study of the chief^evils of our day, and tile various 

methods and plans proposed for the cure and prevention of such evils; Pauperism and 

1 - i W d , 1895, pp. 25-26; 1896, p . 25. 
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harities, Crime arid Penology, Intemperance, Tenement Houses, Children of the Slums, 

alvation Army, and College Settlements. 

"The work of the course is carried on "by means of text-books, lectures, reports 

f students, and visits to agencies of reform; to complete it^four years are required in 

Lstory and two in Economics and Social Science. 

"Such are the methods, scope, and aim of the work in this department, and it is 

slieved that it will serve as a preliniinary training for a teacher's, lawyer's, journalist's, 

isiness man's, or public official's career; and will prove a valuable factor in the develop-

snt of educated men and patriotic citizens.
5

* . . . . . 

"Human history is reflected in the life and consciousness of the individual, but 

> read the reflected image aright, as well as to understand the individual himself, we 

ist know the origin and growth of human society; we must descend the stream of History from 

;s source. '2now thyself,' is a command laid upon the present, but this command can be 

•uly obeyed only "by a study of the past. Thus history is more than a study of men dead 

id deeds forgotten; it is a study of past epochs in themselves, and also as the effect of 

lat preceded them, and the cause of what followed. 

"History should be more than a record of the past and a mirror of the present; it 

lould serve also as a warning and an inspiration over the gateway of the future. There is 

it one of the problems springing up in the path of civilization today and demanding solu-

.on upon which we can not take counsel from men' s struggles in the past. There is not one 

I 

' the cjtpû ds which seem to lower so ominously upon the threshold of the twentieth century 

lich can not be pierced by the rays of human experience. 

"Such are the breadth, the d:pth, and the height of the ideals which our depart-

;nt of History and Politics, Economics and Social Science has set before itself. To realize 

lem wholly is, perhaps, iii^ossible; but to make an earnest endeavor to do so, is to win for 

ie student delight and profit, and to prepare him to benefit the more his country and M s race 

President De Garmo, speaking ofTfeis, addition^ said! "The educated public is 

tactically a unit in the opinion 

- Ibid. 1892, pp. 15 - 16. 
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that the college should furnish a liberal eaucat ion; in this demand there has been but 

little change. But when we ask what constitutes a liberal education, we find that the ad-

vanced thought of the present differs materially from tne current ideas of forty years ago. 

"The position of the modern college is that it is more liberalizing and far more 

useful to pursue thought, or content-studies along with classics and mathematics, than it 

is to spend all the time on these more formal aspects of instruction. The college now 

holds that liberality of education consists not so much in possessing a traditional store 

of ideas, as in having understanding and sympathetic interest for what most concerns the 

A 
welfare of man; and that he is iliberally educated whose interest and -understandirg are 

A 

neasured alone by what pertains to his calling. 

"This radical departure of the m o d e m college from the old ideals explains the 

ihanges that Swarthmore is now making, and points out the line of progress for the future. 

"Heretofore the college has had hut one professor to care for the departments 

>f knowledge Imown as History, Political Science, Political Economy, and Social Science. 

?he stress being, under the circumstances, properly laid upon history, the other branches 

re re either not represented at all, or received a very inadequate treatment. At the begin-

ting of the present year, howe'Uirt'^'the department was divided, and the economical and social 

• V " 

iciences placed in charge of Associate Professor William I. Sull.\ Sfew- .goemit 1B (iLux'L we 

tfc-now ablo to off or cm amluigiculuale luui'te in Politioal Economy and Cooial Seienoo that 

lill -eespftfe favorably with that af any ofrhor oollogc in the oo-watry,. while Hiotory hau liuun 

lengthened and Political" Bcionoo made poccible. The especial advantage of economic and 

locial sciences as knowledge is, that they deal with the most useful data of a large part 

if our daily life. They reveal the facts, tendencies, and laws that underlie a large part 

if the social, business, and commercial activity of the people. They furnish the best pos-

ible preparation for mastership in business, as compared with the clerkship, for which com-

tercial schools prepare. They are essential to the politician, for to a large extent pol-

tics now turn on economics; they are necessary to the lawyer, since to reach the highest 

4a 
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euccess he must now have a practical Isiowiedge of business. Legal success now turns not so 

much on ability to address a jury, as upon clear insight into the relations that the given 

facts bear to the present legal, social, and economic forces. In the same way, the study 

of history and political institutions is equally beneficial. 

"As educational instruments for the training of mind, these subjects, as now 

taught, offer the specific advantage of training students to think according to the methods 

they will most need to use when they enter practical life. The tendency of the old mathe-

natical training was to make the student attempt to solve intricate problems in. economics, 

jolitics, -Torals, or sociology, with a few axiomatic general principles for premises. 

?his method is valid in mathematics, where all factors entering into a problem can be 

>recisely determined, but it has less value in determining, for instance, whether free trade 

ir protection, double or single standard of coinage, centralization or decentralization, will 

lest promote the welfare of the country. The conditions of such problems are so intricate 

aad numerous th&t the mathematical method of treatment is wholly inadequate. Under the in-

luence of the mathematical training, Spinoza wrote his whole system of philosophy in 

eometrical form, with, axion, theorem, demonstration, and corollary. It is the bane of much 

f our present reasoning in morals, religion, politics, and economics, that it has the inevi-

able dogmatism arising from applying mathematical methods of thought to realms in which the 

ata can not be precisely determined, and where such things as human feelings are often 

etermining forces. But this group of subjects as now taught furnishes an invaluable mental 

raining of precisely the kind needed when the student passes from the college to the 

ractical world. Instead of proceeding deductively from general principles to facts, 

he economist now takes the facts as he finds them, studies their significance, and finally 

raws his conclusions after weighing them in all their relations. This is precisely what 

he practical man of affairs must also do«
H 

In later years, separate departments of Political Economy (1904) and Political 

sience (1912) were established^ but in the preceding period, the college responded to the 

sraand that higher institutions of learning should provide definite training in studies 

I 2,7 
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directly connected with good citizenship. Pennsylvania's industrial conservatism 

was made to face up to economic liberalism, in 1873-74, by the use as a text-book of 

John Stuart Mill's "Principles of Political Economy"; but in the following years, this 

was counterbalanced by lectures on the writings of Philadelphia's high protectionist, 

Henry C. Carey. Hie board, sensing the need of books on the various aspects of 

economics, stated In its report of 1883I "For the fullest success of this department, it 

is necessary that there should be a large addition of economic literature to the College 

Library." ** 

'-One of Pennsylvania's leading captains of industry, Joseph Wharton, who founded 

the Wharton School in the University of Pennsylvania, endowed the chair of History and 

Political Science at Swartnmore in 1888-89; but the heads of that department continued to 

hold the balance even. This was illustrated by the fact that fluring the Free Silver 

Campaigns of 1896 and 1900, the text-book used in economics was the one written by Francis 

A. Walker, who was an ardent advocate of international bimetallism. ty In addition to the 

study of protection and free trade and money and banking, the course in economics after 

1892 included the subjects of taxation, monopolies and trusts, labor organizations, cooper-

ation, and socialism^ 

course in "social science" took up a class-room study of such topics as crime 

and punishment, the insane, pauperism and charity, tenement houses, intemperance, the 

negro problem, and social settlements. This study was supplemented by visits to the 

numerous institutions which cope with these problems in Philadelphia and Its vicinity. 

\ ^
 6 a r l y a S

 the^Law of Nations was promised for the future senior class; 

but it was not unjfil 1888-90, when the development of international relations had so 

impressed Professor Holcomb in his studies at Johns Hopkins, that he offered a course in 

international law, "with especial attention to the important subjects of Peace and 

\ / 

Arbitration." In 1391-92? he gave twelve lectures mi thin tjubjui L (In oonneotiow. wlth-au-

atuHy nf t-.ĥ  qtrntffi ^ P+n
4

-"), nirf prmrrtrr'n ill II In M i 1 viti -

1 - Cf. infra, p. 
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^ Hgiar at gwarthiuui i. Vll IP^J The board expressed its appreciation of this addition 

J-

to the courses in hlstory-a^j*ollowsi "It affords us pleasure to commend the effort made 

to uphold our testimony against war. The "Depression" of 1893 ̂ necessitated the reunion 
k - z m )

 A

 * 

\of the two departments, History and Political Science and Political Economy and Social 

Science, and it was not until 1908 that Professor Hull, inspired by the meeting of the two 

Hague Conferences, was able to reintroduce the study. For\thlp4yyears thereafter, he 

continued to teach courses in international law and international relations. 

One more pioneer course grew out of the teaching of history; this was in 1890-91, 

when Professor Holcomb associated with his course on English Puritanism a history of the rise 

and early organization of the Society of Friends. This was continued only one year; hut 

thirty-four years later a research professorship in Quaker History was established. 

Thus, within its first generation, Swarthmore admitted as subjects allied with 

history the four branches of politics, economic-, social scionce^and international rela-

tions, which have become so prominent in our present-day life, and the history of Quaker-

ism, which is of peculiar interest to a (Quaker college. 

PHILOSOPHY". ETHICS
t
 PSYCHOLOGY, LOGIC 

President Parrish was also Professor of Ethics.aad of Chemistry and i'atural 

II 

Science, in 1369-71; and in the first catalogue^made the following statement under the 

heading Moral and Political Philosophy: "The scientific study of these branches is reserved 

till the last years of the course, when the student will bring a mind developed by previous 

pursuits and trailed to habits of accurate thinking, to the investigation of the laws of 

the mind itself, to the principles of International Law, the interesting and important 

questions of Political Economy, and the intricate problems of Social Science." 

Since the freshman clasc. was the only college class in 1869-70, the subject of 

(t 

Ethics alone (^ymond's Essays and Lectures") was prescribed for it; but for a subsequent 1 - Ibid. 1839. p . 17. 
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junior class, Mental and Moral Philosophy was prescribed, and for the seniors Ethics, 

Political Economy, the Law of ITations, and the Constitution of the United States. 

President Parrish retired in the middle of 1370-71 and did not, therefore, meet 

with juniors and seniors; no courses in this department were given in 1871-72; but when 

Edward Magill became Prssident/and Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy in 1872-751 

I j M r t ^ 

these subjects^jWayland and Hamilton
1

 „: psychology and Way land's ethics^were prescribed 

for the senior class. 

In 1876-73, President Magill dropped the title of Professor of Mental and Moral 

Philosophy* and no courses in those subjects were offered; but in 1873-80, although he was 

Professor of Latin, he lectured on them to the seniors. Professor Paulin became Professor 

of Mental and Moral Philosophy (as well as of French) in 1880-87, and stated that"the 

subject of mental and moral philosophy is presented historically, with outlines of the dif-

ferent schools of Philosophy. The library contains a number of works -upon this subject 

to which students are constantly referred. Since Professor Paulin could give only about 
1 

thirty lectures each year on "Mental Philosophy", the board modestly reported: "While we 

do not prestune, in so short a course to fathom the depths of a science to which some of 

the loftiest minds have devoted their best energies, we claim that it is sufficient to 

prepare those who may afterwards desire to pursue farther the study of human nature, and of 

the intellectual development of mankind." j j k * * ^ j*--l*t J 

Professor Paulin became Professor of French, Spanish and Philosophy, in 1885-86, 

and his department was linked up with Teaching (a "Lecturer on Pedagogics" being appointed), 

after which chief stress was laid on Psychology. The subject of Logic ( J e v o n ^ text-book) 

was added in 1886-87, and Moral, Philosophy (Janet's text-book, with "lectures, discussions, 

essays, examinations") in 1887-88. Of the latter, it was stated: "A system of morals is 1 - IkiA.. 1883, p . 22. 

I So 
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taught, practical rather than theoretical, setting forth man's duties and the application 

thereto of the moral lav/." 

Professor Paulin retired in 1586, and he was succeeded by Benjamin Smith as 

"Professor of Rhetoric, Logic, Mental and Moral Philosophy." carried on the 

work as before in logic, ethics, and "mental philosophy", a new text-book (Porter's Elements 

of Intellectual Science) being used in psychology, and Hill's edition of Jevons in logic. 

Of Porter's book, Professor Smith said: "It is an exhaustive treatise upon the powers of 

the huratn soul as largely accepted at the present day. And while it requires, at times, 

upon the part of students, deep and searching thought, it certainly leads the pupil to a 

more comprehensive idea of his mental powers." 

Illustrative of one impression the study of logic made on this generation of 

students, is the foilovmig examination question (one of many) set by them in that subject: 

"Show the fallacy of the following, intended to prove the decemcaudality of a 

feline: 'Ho cat has nine tails; 

'One cat has one more tail than no cat; 

•Hence one cat must ha\e ten tails.
, H 

Professor Smith retired in 1892, and President De Garmo became Professor of Phil-

osophy, teaching under this heading Psychology [the term nor? first being u s e d ] and the 

(r^tX-'tl*) 

History of Philosophy . Logic tiros, now taught^by the Associate Professor of Political Econ-

omy and Social Science ̂ (mati! 1S04)» and D r . De Garmo con^asLad^ course in pedagogics. In 
* -y of the oojtrsc is/lstateiU psychology, Dewey's text-book was used, and the following nummary 

"Special attention paid to the processes of Imowledge, together with their application to 

modern problems of education. The spiritual nature of the mind clearly exhibited. Ex-

tended study of the nature of knowledge, feeling, and volition from the standpoint of modern 

physiological psychology; also of the psychological basis of moral character." 

Lindner's Engpirical Psychology said James's Psychology were substituted for Dewey, 

>1 , 
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I 
in subsequent years; and William T. Harris's Introduction to Philosophy was used in a 

[course on "Rational Psychology", which exhibited "the self-active, spiritual nature of mind, 
i i j 

falso the essentials of logic." Essays based upon a study of the nervous system were re-

squired, together with extensive reading in the standard literature on the topics selected. 

In Dr. De Garmo• s last year (1897-98), he introduced "a course in experimental 

psychology^ investigating the sensation as an element of perception, the after-effects of 

stimuli through their action upon sense organs and nervous system, the problem of association 

and that of apperception. Among the topics treated the following are prominent: the sensa-

tion to the physical objects or stimuli of the evironment; relation of the sensations to 

the sense organs aud other structures of the body; fatigue, after-image, successive contrast, 

psychical association as factors of sensations to form the perception of a tingle object 

extended in space; apperceptive complication in perception; the relation of sensation to 

past experience, to idea groups, and the perceiving self. Professor Witiaer's manual, 'Ex-

perimental Course on Perception', is followed." 

In his course on the history of ancient and modern philosophy, Dr. De G-armo used 

Schwegler's History, "from Thales to Leibnitz inclusive, with especial reference to 

Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, and from Descartes to the present, with a s t u d y of the text of 

Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding." The "ethical bearings of each prominent 

system"^SfttcLwelt upon. / L 

Reporting on his work in 1895, Dr. De Garmo wrote: "Perhaps in no other field of 

research has there been more progressive activity during the past decade than in that of 

physiological and experimental psychology. The relations between the body and the mind 

have been most diligently studied, and what is practically a new literature -upon the subject 

produced. It ie the effort in the first part of the Senior year to iijaJ.ce our students 

acquainted with the methods and results of the scientific study of the activities of the 

mind. The able work of Prof. William Jomez, of Harvard, if used as a text-book. This is 
1 - Ibid. 1895, pp. 20 - 21. 
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supplemented by monthly essays founded an extent ive examination of the works of in-

vestigators. An illustration of the scope of the essays is found in that upon the 'Structure 

m d Functions of the Brain.• The students first make a careful study of four large casts of 

the "brain, verifying all results in Gray's Anatomy. They then consult at length at least 

three out of a dozen or more standard works upon the topics involved. When reading and in-

vestigation have "been completed the essays are written, ail authorities used "being carefully 

cited. The essays range from two thousand to six thousand words each. 

"During the second semester the class begins the systematic study of the history 

jf Philosophy. Last year Dr. William T. Harris's "Introduction to Philosophy » and the works 

Df Iramanuel Kant as presented in 'Watson's Selections' from the chief critiques were the 

books used. This study more than any other enables the student to get a clear view of the 

whole field of his college training, since it deals largely with the relations that exist 

among the various studies. It is on this account that German universities always insist 

that the history of Philosophy shall be a part of every course of study leading to a 

degree. Besides this unifying of knowledge, philosophy brings the student face to face 

with the laws of good conduct, or ethics, and in this way tends to give him clear, sane 

views of life as it must exist in civilized countries." 

Windelband's "recently-translated volume on the history of philosophy was intro-

duced in 1896; and Dr. De Garmo stated, the same year, that besides the regular course in 

ethics for the senior class, "a lesson on the history of ethics, with practical applications, 

i 

is given each Fourth-day j^Wednesdayj morning to all the young men of the college." 

Experimental psychology was stressed in Dr. De Garmo's report of 1897, as follows: " 

"A sum of money has been raised for the purchase of apparatus, most of which has already 

been received.* 

™The purpose of experiment in psychology is not the displacement of former methods, 

but rather their enrichment by giving the pupil a more extended and a more vivid realization 

of what goes on in his mind. 
1 - Ibid. 1896, p . 20. 
2

 - Ibid. 1897, »p. 34 - 25. ?
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"Following the manual prepared by Prof. Witmer of the University of Pennsylvania, 

le student is made to realize more fully than he can by reading alone, what the sensation 

sans as an element of perception. Thus, for example, each student goes through an extended 

sries of experiments in color sensations. These are brought about by combinations of the 

pectral colors among themselves, and as combined with white and black. Similar experiments 

& 

re made for sound, taste, and sm^ll; also for organic or somatic sensations, such as those 

elt in breathing, in moving the muscles, sensations of dizziness, of heat and cold, of 

iae relation of touch and pressure and pain, of heat and pain sensations, and the like, 

bis continuous self-examination to discover exactly what the intensity, and feeling tone 

f the sensation are, helps the pupil to form more careful and more valuable habits of 

retrospection. 

"Besides the analytic problem of determining the sensation as an element of per-

eption, other experiments sire made to detect the after effects of stimuli in their action 

pon the sense organs and nervous system. In a similar manner some twenty-five or thirty 

xperiments are made to determine as exactly as possible the phenomena of association. For 

ecitation the student is given a word or words with which to associate as many things as 

o s s i b l e , the teacher talcing note of the tine employed and the richness and the variety of 

•he association. 

"Experiments are made in locating sounds, in|the projection and the localization 

>f shadows, in the accommodation of the eyes, in near and far limit of accommodation, the 

;inocular field of vision, single and double images, the combination of images, and other 

similar problems in the theory of vision. 

f i n a l l y , a few experiments are made in relating present to past experience, or 

:o the investigation of how we really apprehend." 

When President Birdsall succeeded President De Garmo, in 1898, he became Professor 

of Pedagogy, while psychology was taught by Dr. Trotter, Professor of Biology and Geology, 

and the history of philosophy by Dr. Hull, Professor of History and Political Economy. 
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Dr. Trotter stated that his course was "devoted to a consideration of the structure 

1 functions of the brain, the organs of special sense, and the conditions of states of con-

Lousness. It is intended," he said, "to give a "broad view of the facts, and the modern 

;hods pursued in psychological research." James's "Briefer Course in Psychology" was used 

a text-hook, and this was supplemented "by models and dissections. Dr. Hull stated that 

3 course in philosophy was "a historical study of the development of human thought, using 

Jer's text-hook as a "basis. Each important system," he said, "is studied at least in out-

lo, and especial attention is given to the ethical bearings of the more prominent."/^ 

^1^*1900-02, Dr. Jesse H. Holmes took over the work in psychology and philosophy 

sing James and Weber as texts), and Dr. Trotter continued to give introductory lectures 

brain physiology. | • ' jJ 

Dr. Holmes, as the first Professor of Biblical Literature, introduced (in 

30-01) three courses in the Old and New Testaments, which he stated to be "entirely un-

itarian, being based on the results obtained by conservative Christian scholars. It is 

B intention," he continued, "to give such a general laiowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures 

om the religious, historical, and literary points of view as should be possessed by all 

telligent persons in view of the important place those writings have filled in the history 

civilization. - - - Special attention will be paid to the development of ethical ideas 

the Old Testament and to the culmination of that development in the New Testament." 

PEDAGOGICS (Teacher Training,Teaching, Pedagogy) 

The training of teachers for Friends
1

 preparatory schools had been one of the 
1 

ime purposes in founding the college, and the first catalogue stated that "those students 

alifying themselves for the profession of teaching will be allowed special facilities in 

.e branches of common school education, and every effort will be made, compatible with a 

urse of liberal culture, to give to such that kind of training which will qualify them 

<r their future pursuits." 

- Cf. Volume, I, pp. 
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By 1874, it was announced that four of the six graduates in the first year (1373) 

sre teaching successfully in the preparatory school, and four of the seven graduates in 

174 were teaching in Friends' schools. This was regarded as an encouragement to introduce 

(finite training for teaching, and in 1378, the hoard made the following report to the 
1 

icckholders: "It is well known to the stockholders that one prominent object of the founders 

'
r

 Swarthmore College was to furnish a corps of thoroughly educated teachers among Friends; 

i open to persons who are preparing for this important work the advantages of that broad and 

.beral culture which they would otherwise find it difficult to obtain; and to give them a 

lorough scholastic training, under the high moral and social influences which are so neces-

iry in the education of those who are to form the minds and characters of our children. A 

•ue estimate of the -urgent need of such teachers, and a clear conception of the results in 

>ral and intellectual progress which must follow, when, from the Primary School, where the 

jundation is laid, through ail the grades, even to the highest, we could have teachers thus 

iuipped for their work, did much to give birth to this institution, 

"In conformity with this idea, the Managers have now organized, in addition to the 

iher departments of the School and College, a Normal Department for the special training of 

?.osc preparing to teach. As many of those who desire to avail theus elver of these ad-

::.ntr,ges are persons of limited means, and as the College cannot fail to be greatly benefit-

ed by bringing into it a class of students whose earnestness and devotion to their work will 

sercise a powerful influence for good upon their fellow students, the Endowment Committee 

D,£ admitted a number at the rate of $150. a year. The Manager believe that the College will 

e the gainer in every sense by continuing to pursue this liberal policy. That we may be 

ble to extend this privilege to a larger number of teachers, we earnestly hope that we 

hall soon have a large accession to our Endowment Fund, In no other way can Friends do 

ore at this ti:ae to advance the cause of solid, practical education. 

- Uinutes, 1873, p p . 48 - 50. A separate instructor in teaching appears not to have been 

appointed until 1379. 
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!l

In the l.ormal course, lectures will he given on the Theory and Practice of 

leaching, and student;: will he furnished an opportunity to obtain practical experience in 

iheir work under the immediate and constant direction of competent and experienced Professors, 

'or this purpose the classes of the Preparatory School will be used as Practice Classes. 

In these the instruction given is so constantly under the direction of skilled Professors 

!hat while the young teachers are acquiring valuable experience the children are more thor-

rnghly trained and taught. 

"The rooms devoted to the use of the Practice Classes have been refurnished and 

larpeted, that the quiet and order may be readily secured which is so essential to the 

success of teachers in their earlier experience. As thoroughness is aimed at, and large 

ixperience in the actual work of teaching is to be given, the number admitted to the ITcrmal 

:lass will be limited to forty. It is proposed to give the following Diploma end Certificates: 

"The 1'Iormal Diploma is given inly to students who are graduates of Swarthmore Col-

.ege, and who have had three years' instruction and practice in the ilormal department or 

;he full equivalent elsewhere. The last year of the course, at least, must have been taken 

it Swarthmore. Students receiving the Diploma must also have shown an especial aptness to 

;eac,h and power to govern. 

"The First Certificate is given to students who have completed, creditably, at 

.east one year's study in either the Sophomore, Junior or Senior class, and have had two 

rears' training in a ITormal course, the last of which must have been at Swarthmore; and whose 

iptness to teach and power to govern have been clearly shown by experience in the class-room, 

.'his certificate will also state the student's standing in his or her class, and in the 

4 0 US studies pursued, including proficiency in Teaching. 

"The Second Certificate is given to deserving students who have load not less than 

>ne year's experience in llormal work at Swarthmore; and such certificate will state the 

:lacs to which the student belonged, and his or her standing injthe class and in the various 

studies pursued, including proficiency in Teaching. 

1 5 7 
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"Those holding our first certificate will "be sent out well prepared, both as to 

the knowledge of the methods of teaching and of the subjects to "be taught, to take charge 

of Schools of any grade, frota the j?rl -r.ry to the High School or Acadc^r. Tho^c who obtain 
: i 

our Horacl Diploma will "be qualified to teach in any of our Colleges, and will have had ii 

experience in teaching frou the lowest class in the Preparatory School to the Sophomore j 

class in the College; for all Teachers, beginning with the Practice classes C and D, are 

regularly advanced in their ,-rade of teaching, until they reach the end of their course. 

It is believed that the habits of research thereby acquired, and the greater thoroughness :•! 

of preparation essential for teaching than is usual when studying merely for recitation, ' 

will much more than compensate for the time required by the Teachers' course, and that those 

wht> graduate with one of our Degrees, having taken, in addition, the Uorrnal work, will be 

better scholars in all of the studies pursued." | 
f 

As an immediate result of this announcement (together with a reduction in the t 
-uU I 

charges for board and trition), there was an increase in the number of students from 211 to | 
I 

262; but only 8 more arrived for the college, while 43 more came for the preparatory school. 
I 

This result was not wholly unexpected, but it was discouraging; for, as President Magill f 
1 f 

stated: "This combination of ITormal School and College work was entered upon with some j; 

misgivings as to the result. The attempt to make Practice Classes of our Preparatory stu- | 

dents caused dissatisfaction, as their instruction was placed under the care of inexper-

ienced teachers, and the apparent necessity of introducing younger students for these classes 
r 

discouraged those who looked forward to making Swarthmore a College of equal standing with 

the best colleges in the country. After a few years' trial the experiment was abandoned as
 m

 • 
1 

unsatisfactory with the material at our command. The later introduction of the study of I 

Pedagogics, as part of the College course in the upper classes, has accomplished the end
 1 

intended in the introduction of the ITormal Department, without the objections that were ;l 

earlier urged against it." 

1 - The Halcyon. 1899, p . 13. 
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- 2 3 -

President Magill was himself the leading advocate of dropping the preparatory school 

and making the college a first-rate one. The "board continued its normal school experiment, 

1 

however, and reported in 1879: "The courts in the Theory and Practice of Teaching is now 

under the care of Amelia p . Butler, and experienced Instructor and s. gradeuate of the Oswego 

: training School. Under her direction, a class of teachers is receiving the most careful 

and thorough training to fit them for the important work in which they are soon to engage, 

constant practice in touching, wider her i-.^ediate supervision, "being combined with theory 

throughout the course." The board did make one concession to the objectors this yea.r "by 

providing that only the tv/o lowest classes (C and D) in the preparatory school should "be 

used as practice classes; but it defended this on the ground that "these having the constant 

oversight of the he ad of the department, the instruction which they receive is improved 

rather than otherwise by the establishment of this course.» 

Class D of the preparatory school was dropped in 1830-31; and although the total 

number of students was increased, only 26 were left for the practice class. But a "Cjurse 
&JJL 

in Teaching" was^ua&e elective in each year and opened to all students. The catalogue 

for this year stated that the course "offers the superior inducement of practice as well as 

lectures, whereby tho pupil teacher can immediately test the knowledge gained, and by enter-

ing into the practical work of teaching, under the direction of the teachcr in charge, can 

also gain somewhat of the experience and self-confidence so necessary to after success.. . • 

As a young teacher who has received a practical training under the direction of a teacher 

of experience has decidedly the advantage over one who has not, it is to be hoped that all 

of our students who intend to be teachers will avail themselves of the opportunity here . 
offered." 

As a further inducement to electing this work, certificates were offered as follows: 

"The full course occupies three years, for which a diploma is given; but those taking only 

one or two years are entitled to a certificate showing the amount of work done in this depart-

ment, as well as their progress in their college studies.
w 

~ Stockholders
1

 Minutes, 1879, p . 13. 
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A full professorship^jad?' Theory and Practice of Teaching was established in 

i 1880-81, George L. Maris, A, M., being appointed to it; and the catalogue stated that 

f

 "the Teachers' Diploma" would be "given at graduation to those Bachelors of Arts, of 

Science or of Literature who shall have elected as a part of their College course, an 

amount of work in this department equivalent to six rjeriods a week for two years." 
2 

^ O f Professor Maris's appointment, the board said: "Our facilities for educating 

Jeachers have been increased during the year by the appointment of George L. Maris, late 

Principal of the West Chester Normal School, as Professor of "Theory and Practice of 

Teaching," who will exercise a general supervision over this department. While the 

students in this course, in most of their studies, recite with the regular college classes, 

especial attention is given to the common branches, so that they are prepared to teach 

in the common as well as in the graded schools. For those who cannot take a full 

college course a Special Course is provided, enabling them to teach before completing 

the full curriculum of the college, thus giving an opportunity for such to help them-

selves to a good education. As we believe that the best results, even in teaching 

schools of the lowest grade, are secured by the training that a full and complete course 

of study gives, our Diploma in this department is conferred only upon those who have 

completed the college course, while certificates indicating the degree of proficiency 

attained, are conferred for a shorter course." 

1 - Amelia P . Butler became for this year "instructor in English branches" in the 
preparatory school, as well as "instructor in theory and practice of teaching' in 
the college. 

146 . . 
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Professor Maris resigned in 1332, to "become principal of the yrlends Central 

;

 School in Philadelphia; hut the heard reported in December of that year that "the duties 

of the department of teaching, which is in a flourishing condition, continue to be 
1 

acceptably performed by Amelia P . Butler." More definite requirements for the certificate 

were fixed at this time, however, as follows: Lectures on principles of teaching and school 

government were followed by lectures on method? of teaching history, geography and reading 

("Fitch's Lectures on Teaching, delivered at Cambridge University, England, are read by the 

class"), and on language and mathematics. Pr justice in teaching "classat of small children" 

was fc,l-o provided - in the preparatory school - four times a week; and in the last two 

classes of the preparatory school, students who intended to teach "the following year" 

were permitted to substitute for a part of the regular work of those classes "a thorough 

review of arithmetic and the other elementary branches usually included in the examination 

of teachers for the public schools." ^ J 

From this last provision, it is evident that in those years when graduation from 

college wax net a prerequisite for teachers in the public school, the preparatory school 

in Swarthmore College, or at least ifs two highest classes, was considered an equivalent to 

the normal school course for teachers which was gradually becoming a necessary qualifica-
3 

tion. The board, mindful of the need of practice, reported in 1884: "In order to make 

the department a success, it is very desirable that there should be a good Model School 

under the care of a live teacher. This can be secured by opening a day school for this 

purpose, on or near the premises, and this we hope to have done at an early day." 

Amelia P. Butler was promoted, in 1884-85, from Instructor to Lecturer and gave 

•Lectures"
1

 on "education as a science"; but only a dozen or so students took the teachers 

course, and in 1885, she retired. Teaching then became a part of the department of Phil-

1 - Sto&dioldirfc' Mataa»e^f^8'82, p . 63. 
2 - The requirement that these candidates for teaching should be over eighteen years of 

age was adopted 

\ > y
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osophy under Professor Paulin^a^coi^se^3f lectures on the "Science of Teaching" 

in "1 1H1 I I a week during a part of the year, with outside reading." Class C, which 

had been used as a practice class, was now dropped, and it was stated that "practice 

is obtained in connection with the theory, by using the class of teachers who are studying 

the art who were taking Professor Paulin's lectures on the science of teachingjt^ 

ir^a practice class." The board, reporting on this change, said that it obviated "the 

necessity of bringing to the College a school of small children." 

The teacher's diploma was to be conferred on graduates who had completed three 

annual courses in education; but nothing further is said of this certificate thereafter. 

fTo promote the training of teachers in the college, the board and president reported the 

following experiment! "That the grade of our schools may be rapidly ad^an^ed, we deem 

it of great importance that in all of them, of every grade, obly College graduates be 

employed as teachers. Hie President has prepared another lecture upon this important 

branch of the subject, which he gave recently to the Friends in Baltimore, and which he 

proposes to give elsewhere, as way opens, during the present year. We bespeak from the 

friends of the College their earnest sympathy, and their active cooperation with him in 

this very important part of his work." 

In 1885-86,
ft

a brief course of lectures on Pedagogicswas delivered by an instructor 
3 Em-ill, 

from John Hopkins University; but for the present year^ a full' course of two lectures a 

week throughout the year has been arranged, and is in satisfactory progress, under the care 

of William P. Holcomb, our Professor of History. The number of the graduates of the 

College are at present engaged as teachers is thirty-five, and of these the number 

teaching in Friends' schools is twenty-four." 

In 1886-87, William Penn Holcomb was appointed Professor of History and Political 

Science and Lecturer on Pedagogics. He introduced a two-years' course in the latter subject 

1 - Ibid, %885. P. 14. _ 
2 - Ibid, 1886, p. 15. _ 
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comprising one year devoted to "the history of educational theories and systems", 

with Compayr^'s History of Pedagogy as a text-book, and one year devoted to the study of 

"special educational topics concerning our own country, such as the origin, growth and 

needs of the public schools, private and normal schools, school laws, the history of 

collegiate education, State aid to education, education of defectives, our educational 

reformers and their writings, the qualifications of a teacher, and the literature of 

education." Together with this study, weekly exercises were "given in the practical work 

of the teacher, the class of young teachers themselves being used as a practice class"j 

and"the attention of those designing to teach" was "constantly directed to the methods 

of work practised by their various instructors." 

Dr. Holcomb was given, in 1888, an assistant in pedagogics (Elizabeth E . Hart, 

a graduate of Swarthmore, 1882, and an experienced teacher), who taught methods of 

teaching, her plan being "to have the students intending to be teachers, to form a 

class. Hiey take turns in teaching the lesson of the day, the other members being the 

pupils. The criticisms of the teacher of methods follow the instruction given by 
1 

the pupil. " 

In 1890, an invitation came to Swarthmore students in pedagogics to attend a 

u

training school for teachers"established by the Educational Committee of Philadelphia 

yfi&jjjk /"TP In 1891, Dr. De Garmo took over the work in Pedagogics and Philosophy, and 

Issued the following statement in regard to the formeri "This department is in the hands 

of the President. Instruction in this branch of education consists, first, of a funda-

mental study of the principles of instruction by text-book, lectures, and practical 

exercises prepared by the student. A second department of work embraces a thorough-

going study of each of the elementary branches in its pedagogical aspects, such as its 

1 - < B A A ^ 1 8 8 8 , p . 27 

2 - Ibid, 1890, p . 

3 - W C t ^ - ; 1 - The Halcyon, 1891, pp. 81 - 82. 
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rapidity of development in the course of study, its history as a "branch of education, 

both as regards its introduction and growth in importance, and the various stages of 

method through which it has passed. A third phase of the work is the study of the govern-

ment and management of schools, and a fourth the study of the history of education." 

In 1894-95, Dr. De Garmo recognized the growing importance of child psychology 

in teaching and revised his former statement as follows: "The work in this department 

^Pedagogics] consists of a fundamental study, first, of the growing mind of the child , its 

natural capacities, tendencies, interests, and methods of growth; then of the choice and 

co-ordination of studies, together with the best methods of teaching them; and, finally, 

of the methods whereby the character of the child may best be developed through school dis-

o * 

cipline and instruction. The works of Herbart and his successors are throughly spjudied." 

Reporting on his work in pedagogy, in 1896, Dr. De Garmo stated: "The natter 

of the greatest practical interest in this department now centers in the preparation of 

teachers. Last year a class in historical and theoretical pedagogy, reciting two periods 

per week, was taught throughout the year. In addition to this, a seminary for special edu-

cational study was held regularly one evening each week. For the present year the amount 

of time given to class work in pedagogy has been doubled. 

"Since the foundation of the college, the training of teachers for our Friends' 

schools has been a frequent topic for discussion in these reports. That the college has 

not been more prominent in this direction is due to several causes, some of which may be 

mentioned as follows: 

" I . Inadequate ideals of what constitute a good preparation far, teaching. 

"Up to within a few years the college and university ideal for the education of 

teachers was the elementary instruction and training given in normal schools. The result 

was that students of mature scholarship, having well-trained powers of mind, were set to 

1 - -SbJLd-^1896. p p . 20 - 22. 
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work upon educational platitudes, which to "be understood needed only to he mentioned. A 

well-deserved contempt for such a study soon arose, so that students who valued their time 

wo;.ill have nothing to do with it. 

"It is evident, on th:;, other hand, that this inadequate conception in the college 

was "borrowed from the coa.iur.ity, which still imagines that a good preparation for teaching 

can "be found only in normal schools, where chiefly elementary knowledge is imparted, and 

where much time is given to methods of teaching. 

2. The Coat of a College Education. 

"With the foregoing ideals, both in and cut of college, it is most natural that 

the high-school graduate wishing to teach, and finding only a brief preparation for teach-

ing of normal school grade in the college, should regard the advantage of scholarship 

more as a luxury than as a necessity for successful teaching, and should go to a normal 

school, where neither much time nor much money need be expended. 

"At present, however, the colleges and universities have corrected their error in 

judgment. A new set of ideals concerning college instruction in the* principles: of educa-

tion has displaced the old. The subject of preparation for teaching is treated in the 

same broad, comprehensive spirit that we find in history, economics, languages, matheiaatics, 

and science. The beat minds no longer shun the educational courses, but crowd into them 

with the enthusiasm manifested for other subjects. The community, too, is beginning to 

perceive that accurate, comprehensive knowledge is the very life-blood of the true teacher. 

"A more scientific comprehension of the aiuis and mean: of education is needed as 

a source of perennial freshness in educational methods. He who knows his subjects funda-

mentally, who is acquainted with the nature of the child, and who has grasped the laws . 

that uust govern all rational methods, is himself the very fountain-head of inspiration 

to the children under his charge. He can invent devices as fast as they can be used, and 

being himself alive, he can stimulate life in others. 

a The modern college, with its liberal education, a part ox which_isjbh.fi q.r. 1 ̂nr.p. 

+f*lL JrlcmL'. ^nXL^ OfU. llu&jLr ~ I Iff, & / A ^ o J ^ J ^ ^ J i X 
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of teaching, is the "best place in the world to train a teacher. The only obstacle is 

the cost in time and money. Young people can afford the one if they can obt?.in the other. 

"One of the most useful things the Society of Friends could do in this connection 

would be to provide a system of aids, whereby those wishing to become teachers nay be 

able to complots a college course, a liberal part of which in the Junior and Senior years 

should be the scientific study of education. " 

When Willian W . Birdsall becajne president in 1398, he was appointed also 

Professor of Pedagogy, and offered a course in it in 1899-00 and 1901-02. His statement 

was as follows: "The work consists of a careful study of the hirtory of educational pro-

gress from the time of Coiaenius; lectures on the history of education in America and on 

the present school systems; a study of method as it it presented in the works of De Garmo 

and Mc Murry, and as it is to be observed in contemporary schools; and of the Psychological 

Foundations of Education as it is presented in the work of William ?. Harris; a special 

study is made of the doctrines of Froebel and Herb art. The course in Psychology Q>y Dr. 

Trotte^ is closely related to that in Pedagogy, arid may be regarded as constituting a part 

of it." 

With the coming of Joseph Swain as president in 1902, the department of pedagogy 

was discontinued -until 1312, when a professorship of education was established; but mean-

'while, from 1906 to 1912, non-resident lecturers gave several courses in the subject. 

SKGLISB LANGUAGE AKD LITERATURE 

H

Th*f literature of our own language «is taught as 

and refinement, and for imparting to the student a store of elevating thoughts and expres-

sions culled from the works of gifted minds. The memory thus enriched gives to domestic 

life a fund of literary wealth with which to adorn and refresh its every-day intercourse, 

A 
and the taste and imagination so educatc^will discriminate justly between that which is 

worthless and pernicious \n literature, and that which is wholesome and improving." 
1 - The Halcyon, 1891, pp. 81 - 82. 
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Uuiaerous and varied attempts to state the value of the study were made in 

subsequent catalogues; hut the only significant change or addition to this first attempt 

was in associating life with literature in the art of discriminating "between the worthy 

find the unworthy • 

English literature, composition, rhetoric and elocation were the subjects in-

cluded within this department throughout the entire period. The courses in literature 

reached from the Anglo-Saxon period down to the middle of the l'3th. century; and a study 

of Anglo-Saxon was introduced "by Professor Appleton in 1376-77, and has continued to the 
1 

present time. Of the study of Anglo-Saxon, Dr. Appleton salds "It is felt that in a 

course like ours, which aims at completeness, this earliest form of English should not "be 

entirely neglected. While the Anglo-Saxon does not throw such light as does the latin 

ttpon our higher literary vocabulary, it still calls attention to many beautiful and 

vigorous elements of our speech, and explains many peculiar locutions and grammatical 

forms of modern English." 

The critical and comparative method of studying the literature prevailed from 

the beginning under Professors Hallowell and Sanford, and was accentuated by Professor 

Joseph Thomas, who headed the department from 1374 to 1387. "Snglish is carefully studied," 
2 

Professor Thomas reported through the boa~d in 1377, *<by means of rej/resentative authors, 

and lecttires are given upon the history of the language, as seen in the successive stages 

Of its development. The aim of the Department is to make our own English Language the 

subject of the same critical examination as is bestowed, in the Classical Department, uoon 

the Ancient Tongues. It is sought by means of verbal criticism to give the student a "know-

ledge of the structure and correct use of our own language, and, by the special study of 

authors, to awaken in him an enthusiasm for our own noble literature." 

1 - Ibid. 1888. p. 16. 
2 - ' Mintffaoft, 1877, p . 49 
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1 

Two years later, the report stated: "Especial attention JTn the Modern Classical 

ioursej is paid to the study of Snglish. Here a mere general knowledge of our liter-

iture, with names and dates, is not considered sufficient; hut during a four years' 

:ourse such, representative authors as Chaucer, Spenser, Milton, Cowper and Wordsworth are 

•ead with the same careful attention required in the -stud;/ of the Greek and Latin classics. 

• It certainly cannot "be said that Swarthmore does not offer suitd> ie opportunity for 

he study of the mother tongue and its noble literature." 

The text-books used in English literature were listed during the first seven 

•ears as f&llows: Collier's, Shaw's, Taine's, and Schlegel's histories, Cleveland's series, 

iarsh's lectures, and Griswold's American Authors. After 1876, lectures and separate 

ditions of the English classics themselves appear to have entirely superseded the use of 

drmal text-books. 

Reporting on English literature, in 1883, the board stated that its course 

consists, at present, of forty lectures, extending through two years, twenty in each year, 

'ith t h e s i t would be obviously out of the question to attempt anything like a minute and 

oracletc survey of the whole field. It has therefore been deemed advisable to confine 

•ttention, for the most part, to the comparatively few eminent authors whose works have 

bed an especial lustre on our noble literature. It will scarcely be denied by any person 

f intelligence that it is far better to study a few things thoroughly than many things 

oosely and superficially. It has been the earnest aim in this department to carry out, as 

ully as possible, the principle thus indicated. 

"Attention has been called not merely to the most important works of an author, 

ut also to his characteristics as a writer, and to such incidents in his life as may some-

imes serve to explain the cause of his having chosen the particular field of literature 

n which he has v.on his fame. 

"In addition to the course- of lectures above mentioned instruction in English 

iterators i>; at present given by class room work, consisting of the critical reading of 

~ Ibid. 1879", pj.~-i? - 4o. 



English authors, th thu preparation oy the students, from time to tiiae, of tts ays upon 

ihe period uuder consideration. Tho student is introduced to the authors themselves, 

aid is thereby fitted, from his own reading, to form an intelligent opinion of their 

oerits, and properly to estimate the opinions of literary critics. 

"The full course extends through four year:-, and it so arranged that during 

this time representative authors from every period of our literature, from Chaucer down to 

the present day, are studied in their own works oy the classes." 

Professor William Hyde Appleton, who succeeded Dr. JEhomas in 1887, carried on 

the latter
1

 s method and stated it as follows» "The particular feature of the course is the 

:ritical reading, in each, year, of /arious masterpieces of liter;.ture. Peculiarities of 

style and language are considered, allusions are looked up, and every effort made for a 

thorough comprehension of the work in hand. The author's life is studied in its relation 

to the history of the ti.ie, and his works are compared with those of his contemporaries.*' 

Dr. 3ichard Jones, who was professor of English in 1894-96, stated his method of teaching 
4 

as followsI "Literature may be considered from many points of view. The aesthetic view 

ghould certainly be emphasized in some portion of the course. The laws of language and the 

sure results of philological science are no less important. Nor should the philosophic or 

ethical point of view be negLected in that literature which is, as Carlyle said, 'The 

thought of thinking souls,' or which does, as Dr. William T. Harris says, * Educate man's 

insight into the distinction of good from evil.' And just as history is a record of the 

progress of civilization, so one may trace this progress and the development and growth of 

moral ideals iii the litersture of successive generations of men." 

Dr. Thomas had added to English literature a course in "general literature:" 

using Schlegel's Lectures as a text-book; and Dr. Appleton, who had been Professor of Greek 

add German since 1872, had given in the English department, for two years (1874-76), a 

course in Q^iuua literature. Seventeen years later, Dr. Appleton began to lecture in the 

1 - l b M , 
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-i'lttglisfc department to freshman students on Greek and Latin^authors. Dr. 2ichard Jones^ 

who wftQ frrofar oar oa Sagligh a.vrinci introduced a course on World Literature in 

English translation - to familiarise hit students to some extent "with the thought, at 

least, of tome of these 'eternal records ox eternal truth', even though somewhat of the 

4 

"beauty of form oe lost in the trannlation*" When this course was discontinued with 

Dr. Jones's retirement, Dr. Appleton reintroduced "a short historical survey of the Greek 

and the Soman literature, in order to illustrate the debt of English literature to the 

earlier great literatures. From 1899 on, the course in World Literature was reintroduced 

"by Dr. Appleton, who stressed chiefly Homer and Dante, "through the medium of standard 

English translations, together with lectures by the instructor, and oral discussions 

and written abstracts by the students." 

BHETOBIC AIS) COMPOSITION 

Composition and rhetoric were regarded as of essential importance from the begin-

ning, and were frequently given a space in the annual catalogue separate from the depart-

ment of English Language and Literature. The first catalogue included them under English, 

and listed as their content "the elements of the language, rhetoric, the study of classical 

authors, and constant practice in composition." Spelling and grammar and "phonetic 

spelling" were also cited as part of the department's work in 1870-71, together with "the 

art of composition" and "Rhetoric and criticism". Under rhetoric, were cited the follow-

ing text-books; Blair's, Hart's, Qjiackenbos's, Campbell's, Whateley's, Whitney's, and 

Abbott/s. 

In 188C-SL, English etymology and "rhetoric and composition, one exercise per 

week, with constant practice ih writing essays'^ were "required of all students through the 

entire four years." An "Assistant Professor of Rhetoric" was appointed the next year; and 

the board stressed the importance of the subject in 1883, as follows: "The course in 

Bhetorie ai:d Composition, with one recitation a week, begins in the College Preparatory 

ibid, w — u . 
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Class, after a thorough preliminary drill in English Grammar in Classes, A , B , and C; 

and it continue^ thence through the four College years, being from the first a required 

study. Standard text hooks in Ihetoric are made the basis of instruction during the College 

Preparatory, Freshman and Sophomore years, supplemented by frequent practice in writing 

composition^, A thorough training is thus given in the rules of Punctuation, in the use 

of Figures, in the studies of the Properties of Style, and in the leading principles of 

Versification. The work in Composition is made to illustrate, as far as possible, the 

ground gone over in the Rhetoric. The work done in class in the weekly recitation, however, 

forms but a small part of the drill. Much individual instruction is given in the way of 

suggestion, explanation and correction. In the Junior and Senior Classes no text books are 

used; but a course of abstracts from Blair's Lectures and from the works of standard 

authors is substituted. The object of this coarse is to train the student's memory and 

judgment, and to form his taste, by requiring him to transcribe the language of the best 

English models. In the Senior year a careful study is also made of the dfcyle of many great 

masters of English prose. The student is required to read a certain amount from the works 

of such authors, and to commit to memory selected passages; and once a month a lecture is 

given uoon each subject under consideration. The work in Composition in these two years 

receive? especial superintendence; and the preparation of original work for Public Days 

and for Corraencement is under the direction of the Instructor." 

Ben.iamin Smith, a graduate of Yale College, and later the principal of Friends' 

Seminar;,- in Ue-.v York City, was appointed "Professor of Hhetoric and English in 1886-87. 

faderVftfoo - l a ^ t h e course included a "review of punctuation, diction, structure of 

sentences and paragraphs, analysis of subjects; themes in narrative and descriptive styles 

of composition, kinds of prose composition, style, figures of speech, versification; trans-

lations from Latin, Greek: early English prose and poetry; criticisms, argumentative dis-

courses, orations; reviews or themes suggested by the life, characteristics, or writings 

of standard prose authors; philosophical and scientific essays." 

So important were rhetoric and composition considered that they were given a 

/ £•/. 
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separate space in the c atalogue$ j^l8S7 "^T1S91, during which time they were under a 

professorship of Rhetoric, Logic, Mental and Moral Philosophy. Professor Banjaaln Smith, 
x* 

who carried this work, said« "The present arrangement in Rhetoric and Composition aims 

to condense in the Sophomore and Freshman classes, the class-work heretofore distributed 

oj(er four years. The Freshman class use Hart's Rhetoric as a text-book, and present 

essays every four weeks in narrative or descriptive style of writing. The class is 

also encouraged to translate passages from other languages, or to paraphrase prose or 

poetical selections from our own writers with a view of securing ease and facility of 

express inn. 

"The work in the Sophomore class will comprise lectures on Argumentative 

Discourse and Oratorical productions with exercises by the class In written debates 

and orations? lectures on the best English prose writers and their style, with essays 

from the class upon topics suggested by the lectures.jf-

*The members of the class will also criticise the disputes of each other, 

both criticism and disputes being presented under an assumed name. 

"The special work assigned the Juniors and Seniors contemplates more of 

personal and individual supervision of their writing^-^. 

•^They are encouraged: first, to confine the choice of subjects to such 

topics as may be of practical interest, or which may aid them in keeping well informed 

upon the current questions of the day; second, to prepare a more exhaustive theme than 

has been written heretofore. After an examination of the theme I meet each student for a 

critical review of the production." *f 

In 1891-94 X t key were separated fromflmo jfttter prof a co-ore hi^T and given 

a place as "English Composition" under an instructor, who added the subjects of:review 

v 

of sentences, forms, capitalization, abstracts, paraph^ses, essays based on debates, 

ten-minute sketches, business forms, letters, and theses; text-books by Kellogg, G-enung, 

Hill, Hunt 
and Unito took the place of the earlier ones mentioned. 

I 
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At the beginning of this period, a "Seminary for the Study of English Composition" 

was inaugurated with the title of "Ye Knights of ye Hound Table." Its aeetjjwere held 

bi-weekly, and itsr membership was "limited to students of the classical, scientific, and 

literary sections of the Junior class." The purpose of the club was stated to be 

"a more thorough study of the English language and its proper usage than the limited time 

devoted to the subject £in the class-roomtj will permit." The work was uuaor the dir-

ection of the instructor in rhetoric and composition (Florence Yost Humphries, Ph. £.), 

at whose home the meetings were held. 

The club lasted two years, until Mrs. Humphries * retirement; but her successor 

(J. Bussell Hayes, L^L.B., assistant in English), re-founded tho "English Seminary" in 

1893 (with monthly meetings). Its purpose was stated now to beS "The s t u d y of some of 

the side-paths of English Literature. The history of ancient manuscript-writing, mis-

sals, and illusainntlone is pursued; also the history of printing, and details of the 

printer's and publisher's, part in the making of books,. After these preliminary studies, 

a poet (Tennyson) is taken--up and some of M s representative works critically inquired 

into with reference to their sources, their background, and their growth, as illustrating 

the development of the poet's vcrso-craft." 

The next year, the English Seminary wat conducted (in weekly meetings) by the 

professor of English Literature, Dr. Bichard Jones, who took up a study of "the 
3 

Arthur Legend" of Lord Tennyson. "In connection with this work," it was stated, "the 

students have read dn.a discussed a very valuable and interesting book - Tennyson's Idylls 

of the King and Arthurian Story frop the XVIth Century, by Professor Maccallum, of the 

University of Sydney. The early work [of the yearij was Arthur as a true figure in 

history, aad later the Seminary discussed the sources of the poem of Tennyson." 

1 - The Halcyon. 1893, p. 111. 
2 - Ibid. 1395, p . 56. 
3 -
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In 1834, although English Composition was given a separate place under an in-

structor, it was stated that the work wa-> "intimately connected with the study of English 

Literature"; and since 1894, Bhetoric and Composition, as well us Elocution and Oratory, 

have "been integral parts of the department of English Language and Literature, all of 

the £ -3 subjects being "co-ordinated so far as practicable." 

From the beginning, much stress was laid on "Elocution". It was prescribed by 

the first catalogues (1859-75) for the freshman and sophomore years, with the junior 

and senior years added in 1376-1891. It was thereafter made chiefly elective, but was 

given a separate place in the catalogues from 1870 to 1894, in which/year it was incor-

porated in the Engli.'h department under the sub-title of "Elocution and Oratory.""" 

Starting with the title of "Teacher of Vocal Culture and Heading", successive ones 

have been "Teacher of Elocution", "Instructor in Elocution","Assistant Professor of Elocu-

tion" (1652), and "P-ofessor of Elocution" (1333-34). In 1884-35, the title of Instructor 
2 

was restored, but became Assistant Professor again the next year, and so remained until 

the end of the period. 

The content of the work in elocution was stated in the first catalogue (in union 

with "phytic?! culture"), to be "vocal culture"; and in justification of it, the follow-

ing statement was madei "Ae a means of strengthening the lungs and organs of speech while 

imparting a useful and desirable accomplishment, elementary course of vocal culture, 

with instruction in reading and declamation, is begun with the younger students and 

carricd forward to the more advanced classca, who are exercised in speaking their own 

productions and selections from classical authors, both English and foreign." A dozen 

1 - In 1835-34, it was entitled "Heading and Speaking"; in 1894-1902, the assistant 
professorship was entitled "Bhetoric a~id Public Speaking"* and it finally merged, in 
1334, into a professorship of English. * 

2 - "in Charge of Elocution". 
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years later, the catalogue stated: "The demand for good speakers end readers in every 

sphere of life is recognized in the attention to this- course. The aim is to give the 

student a "broad and general culture in natural delivery, and a mastery of the laws "under-

lying the art of expression. He it taught that conversation, the simple~t form of human 

expression, is the "basis of every kind of delivery. In the culture of the speaking-voice, 

car-- is taken thnt it be natural, pure and full; that thw articulation be correct and 

distinct; and that the expression be adapted to the s e n s e ^ T h o u g h t - c o n c e ^ t i o n is laade 

the first step toward natural and effective expression".'(lQQOi»8lX* 

In successive years, the subjects included under elocution were reading; enuncia-

hf 
tion of words; phonetic spelling; vocal gymnastics; gesture (

, s

the Dejprte system as far 

(t 

as possible); posture; respiration; orthoepy;^Logical Analysis, with special attention 

to thought and the Emphasis required to reproduce it"; declamations (original and sel-

ected) ; original orations; imaginative study and description of characters in dramas; 

extemporaneous speech. The text-books used from time to time included those by 

Kay, Hillard, Coate:, Murdock and Eur.sell; but these were used in only one class, it was 

stated in 1333, selections froia "the best literature" being preferred. 

The 1333 statement stressed the importance of voice culture so as to enable the 

student "to use it to the best advantage, not only in public or professional life, but 

also in business and social life and especially in the very important circle of home." 

For practice in public, it was provided that students in elocution should "take part in 

the Public Days, which are held at intervals throughout the college year; and in prepar-

ing for these exercises, special and private instruction is given to each student. 

Such instruction is also given to members of the Graduating Class who speak on Commence-
1 

ment Day." 

In 1888, Myrtie E. Furman, a graduate of the Philadelphia School of Oratory and 

a successful teacher for several years, was placed in charge of elocution. Although 

1 - Stockholders Minutes, 1883, p . 20. 
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afflicted "oy blindness,
 H

i s s Furman was a woman of rare gifts, and it was proved in-

creasingly true of her during her fourteen years at Swarthmore what President Magill 

said of her a half-year after she began her work. "Through her natura.1 ability", he 

wrote, "her acquirements, and her force of character, she has already made a very favor-

able impression, and both her discipline and her class instruction are eminently satis-

1 

factory." 

The approach of the department of elocution to that of English was noted in the 

1380-36 statement: "A careful study of the authors chosen is required, so that the 

course becomes to some extent one in English literature." Finally, in 1894-95, elocu-

tion, or reading and speaking, was incorporated in the department of English Language 

ana Literature, with the sub-title of elocution and oratory. The subject itself and its 

inclusion with English literature were justified as follows: "Inasmuch as natural and 

effective speech is dne of the most potent factors for success in life, the subjects 

of Elocution and Oratory have been combined, and the student is given practice in 

expressing his own thought as well as the thought of an author. The aim in this course 

is to stimulate to a broader mental grasp, cultivate the imagination, and arouse the 

sensibilities, the theory accepted being that effective expression is a result of vivid 

mental impressions. Hence the student is given exorcises whereby ho learns to utilize 

his experiences, to vivify his thought, and thus be able to enter into the spirit of 

the literature read aad to make it a part of himself." The body was not forgotten in 

this change of emphasis, however, for the statement continues: "A sound and flexible 

body being the medium through which the soul must express itself, due attention is given 

to physical training, voice culture, and enunciation," 

The training in elocution was designed from the beginning to include public as 
\Mi4rJU-

well as private exercises. Weekly declamations ("original and selected")\delivered in 

class; these were supplemented by declamations, essays, "parliamentary practice", aa 

dct^to;;. ir. thro* literary and one scientific societies (beginning in 1 8 7 9 ^ , and by 1

 - Ibid, 1888, p . 11. 
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j Hi Cbcfui'i. LJLi-U- nl'.Olu ^Jy-ur^ctwIi-iitii'L 

-fiic otnifil-TTli -u.i.toyg ox The Halo,yon of 1001 lOjumentcd upim t h e n lotfrow occasioiia 

•ar-

•&tr follows:—'MffI'm ill sb- important eient'c. uf the s£&sblll WcX'fc the d^.lJ." public. 

^Eere such eloquence was displayed that every listener "burned with admiration, and longed 

for the when he ..light follow in the steps of tho august and reverend Seniors. - - -

One of the most interesting features of the year is the frequency and execllence of the 

public days, and the readings and lectures pertaining to the subject of elocution." 

Preparation for these occasion*, however, were npt so popular; for, as the same 

2 

editors relate: "Much ox the time that would otherwise havis been spent in recreation we 

have- been toiling ovor pa^ec. und pa^es of elocution notes, containing ~uch interesting 

items as 'a tale "bearer ̂ Veveaieth eecretsj -; but he is a r.h.h.o. supine faithful 

spirit,]] concealeth the mutter - r.h.o. prone'. Who can say that in elocution our time 

has not been profitably employed? for we rave learned that langu^go less spellable indeed 

than tho lunguage of the United States, but in obscure vowels, L , a b s o n a n t markings, in 

aptitude for ail the highest purposes of the lexicographer, the professional elocutionist, 

and the phonetic spelling inferior to the tongue of the Laplanders alone." , > 

The juniors' "public day" of 1884 does not appear to have been so impressive^ or 
3 

perhaps it was a senior's caustie- pen «rhich provided tho following description of it: 

"The place was worthy of such a public day. It was tfefo great Assembly Hall of Swarthmore, 

the hall which "haC. resounded with jubilations at the Commencement.; of ten classes, the 

hall where the eloquence of P k had for a moment awed and inspired others with a 

desire to go and do likewise, tho hail where P, r had confronted the smiling faces 

of hundreds with the placid courage that half-redeemed his oratorical fame. The aisles 

wei u linen vrith Sophomores. The passage v/a- kept clear by freshmen. The Juniors, robed 

in impressive blank, were marshalled by the heralds under S s. The Faculty in 

2 - Ibid, pp. 18, 99-100. 

! < f. 
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the'-v vi. trnvn'^ of i.ietc attended to give advice on point- ox order. Ucv.r a hundred and 

twenty 'rrs^s,
1

 three-fourths of the Preparntcr/ eehool a
c
 tho Preparatory school thu, 

via,', walked in solemn order to their customary places of «ss<v..llii.j at the ringing of 

the largo hell. The jolly Junior, Schaefder, led the way. Thw long ^rocc-ssi^n was closed 

"by thrall ant Crencrrl. 1,, the tuo-asher.., and oy the frierds and ^lati^r.*. of the class. 

Last of all cuse the Professor Jjoeeph '.7. Teetsj, cone^i clous oy his fine person and 

nolle "lag. The bare white waul: were without decoration. The long 

crowded ly an a^disace suoh as ha_ rarely excited the fears o: 

o-a»tor. There were gathered, from. all tc of a free, great, enlightened, and prosper 

eus College, gr^ee anu iexu^ic wxt ana learning, the sopresentatives sveo. 

Class a..d of every Section. There the committee from the 3ccrd of Manassas gazed with, 

admiration on a spectacle which no other institution in the world could present. There 

the Histories of
 l

cZ thought of the night when r, pleaded the cause of E 

against 2 r, and w^en before an assembly which still retained some show of genius, 

_e thundered against the 'Civilization of the M o d e m s .
1

 The collectors of 

gossip did net fail to remark that even Snorhy, generally so regardless of hie appear-

ance, had ^aid to the illustrious- assembly the compliment of wearing a tail-coat. Gaar 

had de^airtd the pleasure of participating in the exercise; and his commanding, 

copious, and sonorous eloquence was wanting to thi.it great muster of various talents. 

There were Ariosto and Grandma, the ittacricam Demosthenes ar.d the female Eyperides. 

There was Johon. ignoredt indeed or negligent of the art of adapting his reasonings 

and his style to the capacity uaa taste of his hearers, but in amplitude of comprehen-

sion and richne> s of imagination superior to all orators, ancient or modern. Ilor, 

though surrounded by such uiea and women, aid the youngest pats unnoticed. At aa ŝ ge 

when most of those who distinguish themselves in life are still contending for prises 

in preparatory schools., Jobo had won for herself a conepicious place in College. But 

those who have listened with delight, while the noon-day sun shone through the stained-
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glass windows, to the lofty and animated eloquence of Luclnda, as her power-

ful voice awoke the echoes of the hall, in those words, 'higher and higher, 

an atom ,' are able to form some estimate of the powers of a class of men 

and women among whom she was foremost. The interest taken by the audience in 

the public day was great when Sill began, and rose to the height when the 

general uttered that cry of anguish 'Hannibal at the gares'. The day was ended, 

The great display of rhetoric and eloquence was over." £
r

/ fc-Jfr^y 1 

The students' Journal, The Phoenix, offered in 1889 prize medals (valued 

at #15 and #8) for "Junior Oratory"; and the "Magill" and "President's" prizes 

were offered at the same time for sophomore and freshman oratory, six contest-

ants from each class being chosen, and ten dollars' worth of books awarded 

to the five winners. 

The Pennsylvania Inter-Colleglate Oratorical Union was founded in 1892, 

and included the following colleges: Dickinson, Franklin and Marshall, Haver-

ford, Lafayette, Lehigh, Pennsylvania State, Swarthmore, and the University 

of Pennsylvania.* To prepare for the annual contest of this union, the 

Swarthmore Oratorical Association was founded in 1896 as a branch of the union, 

and was composed of members of the three Swarthmore literary societies. Annual 

contests were held among these to determine "the fittest person to represent 

the college in the Inter-collegiate contest"; and as an added stimulus, a "John 

Wanamaker Prize" (Later, a "Delta Upsilon Prize") of was offered to the 

successful representative. Swarthmore won third place in the Inter-State con-

test In 1894 and 1898; second place in 1895 and 1901; and first place in 

1896 and 1899. 

THE DRAMA 

Meanwhile, in 1895, the drama had obtained a precarious, because 

unauthorised footing among the students; but it came soon to an untimely end. 

A tablet in The Halcyon of the Class of 1887 (duly enclosed in mourning border 

and black caps) reads as follows: "In Memoriam. Sacred to the Memory of our 

esteemed Theatrical Entertainments: Died, by Decree of the Faculty, Dec.5,1885!" 

1 - Muhlenberg took the place of the University of Pennsylvania, in 1893: 
Gettysburg took that of Dickinson, and Ursinus that of" Haverford, in 1896. 

2 - P . 66v 
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speare Ivoa&ng" inaugurated a fow yoart? later -was dMly authorised aad 

became a very popular feature of the last days of the senior year. Its success may he 

guessed at by the following comment? of 1900 on the production;- of the recent past a? 
1 

reflecting the future of the participants. "It i? true the footlight triumphs have 

vanished, the flowers are withered, and the excitement is over; all these have gone, but 

not the impression made on the audience. - - - We see in the motley procession £of 

graduate^ floating before our eyes numerous charming Rosalinds, sweet Celias, shy 

Jessicas, and daring Juliets, going forth to break hearts and lose their own, to say 

nothing of the brave Orlandos, Borneos and Bassanios. Following close upon this array 

of the sublime ^comfpsr the ridiculous Touchstones, making clowns of themselves for soc-

iety in general; and hand in hand behind them, the foolish Williams and Audreys." 

•^Pi9time-of 18091 IlQlosrart, 1 9 0 1
r
 p . IQ'1. 

The junior class,of course, made satirical comments upon the Shakespearean 

efforts of their i-mediate predecessors; for example, 1897 had a skit entitled "Sancti-

fied through Suffering", showing "how Shakespeare passed through Purgatory" when listen-

ing to 1396 "making pathetic efforts to present his plays." After listening in sack-

cloth and ashes to King John, The Tempest, Hamlet, and The Taming of the Shrew, he 

exjp-bnifts.: 
1

 Have not the agoniss of these long hours 
1

 Forever burnt and purged away ray sins? . 
ITo.t if I had a thousand^ lives, f j ^ . t u u L y * 
'And on each day I were compelled j f 
'To eat fried Bacon for each meal, 
'Would I compose another line. 

fFarewell, a long farewell, to all ray greatness.""^ 

And in reply, comes a voice: ^Dhou hast suffered enough: Corae up higher*^ m i l 

, ; l/Wfe-yki 
artment of English, but/separsraed from it/ were the arts of

 1 

^Mtal p h o n o g r a p h y ^ ^ - ^ L 

Allied with the department 

p enman ship ̂  MML phonography 

Penmanship was considered to be 'of such importance that in the first year, a non-

ftT- ftjL The Halcyon. 1897. pp. 117-118; <Cf. also ibid, 1895, pp. 118-1197 

" Z d ^ K s U t j ^ , If (TP, j^.M - V I . 
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resident ."Professor of Penmanship", as well as a resident "Teacher of Penmanship and 

Botany", carried on the instruction in both the preparatory classes and the freshman 

year in college. This was justified hy the following statement xn the catalogue^ (under 

the heading Physical and Vocal Culture): "The cultivation of the eye and hand hy regular 

and systematic training in Penmanship Jj'the Spencerian SystemjQ, receive^ due attention 

under the direction of teachers having that department exclusively in charge." There-

after, the professorship of penmanship was discontinued, free-hand and mechanical drawing 

taking its place. A teacher of penmanship and "botany was appointed in subsequent years, 

and the instruction in the former was confined to the preparatory classes, although "an 

advanced course in business penmanship" was given as an elective in the college. 

There was no "Professor of Phonography" in the first year, or at any other time£ 

but Professor and President Magill gave instruction in it during a number of year£ In 

1869-70, is the statement (in a sub-heading Phonography, under English Language and 

Literature): "Thorough and complete instruction in short-hand writing is given to those 

who desire it. This art will be found an important aid to the students while in College, 

enabling them to preserve a record of oral instruction, and will also serve a uceful pur-

pose through life." The next year, "corresponding style" and "reporting style" were 

listed, ana the text-books used were Andrew J. Graham's "Hand-Book of Phonography" and 

"Phonographic Dictionary". The study remained an elective iii-all the preparatory and col-

lege classes.^>..Si j A • f j y ^ t / r ^ 

Telegraphy was added (in 1872-73) to ^Short-hand Reporting upon Andrew J. Graham 's 

Steno-Phonographic System", the latter system being replaced in 1573-79 by Isaac Pitman's. . 

|> Book-keeping, too, was added for a time (lB81r34)\to- tolograply and.phonography,, aad in 

latter, in-1005, Or jiam
1

 s- tiax>buuk!j weue r e s i g n ' U : T 1'J. evident Magill's let'rronent 

111 1ifii3f)j i
1

!' ̂ ''iriti ini iii phnnnjjl ijilij nnn it' -llUni "libjnrti r u r to nn i ml» 

DHAWr.TG SZ2 ART, 

ITo formal statement in regard to a department of art was made in the first catalogue ; 



tut ia 1870-71, "frce-haac. ...rawing" and. mechanical drawing were enumerated among the 

1 

courses of study, 31 students taking the former and 52 the latter. Prom 1871 to 74, 

it was stated that free-hand drawing was an elective study throughout the preparatory 

and college classes, with 1874-75, drawing was provided only for the preparatory classes; 

hut the next year, the "board informed the stockholders that "a change has be
cv

r. made in 

the Department of Free-hand Drawing. A teacher has "been employed who has introduced the 

modern system of studying early the laws of perspective in a practical way, copying at 

once from models and from natural objects, instead of from pictures, and with the most 

gratifying results." 

Drawing was introduced, however, only in two of the preparatory classes, al-

though. the "board stated that "to those intending to pursue a scientific course of study 

it is absolutely essential, and to all it must prove, if properly taught, only spcond 

in practical usefulness to the art of writing itself.'' It is apparent that it was the 

practical aspect of drawing that appealed to the Quaker m a n a g e r , and that its esthetic 

value had not yet dawned upon them; although they did ad_.it that "its great importance 
2 

in every well arranged course of study is daily becoming better understood." 

Free-hand drawing was prescribed for all of the preparatory classes in 1875-76; 

and for the college students, "a course of lectures upQn the History of Art, or History 
3 

as Illustrated by Works of Art, was delivered during the past winter;" and the board 

again expressed its opinion that "the great value and growing importance of this study 

^free-hand drawing^ are too obvious and well known to need to be enlarged upon in this 

report. " 

Drawing remained in this status-except that it was made elective in the college 

classes - until the year after the Great Fire, when a new start was made in several dir-

ections. "Freehand Drawing or Painting", and "Drawing and Painting" were made electives 1 - Stockholders
!

 Minutes, 1370, p . 6. 
2 - Ibid. 1374, p . 48. 
3 - The course was given by 

4 - Stockholders
s

 Minutes, 1375, p . 4 8 . 
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1 

in all the col lege classes. In both drawing and painting, fauilir-r objects of hone and 
2 

nature were sketched, an out-doo** sketching class being conducted in th? autumn and spring, 

Jcl-H-lzl 

l
 1

 """^Milton H. Sancroft, who had been instructor in mechanical drawing in 153G-68, 

A 

was appointed p r o f e ^ j r of a~t (1683-92), for which position,President Magill stat-1, "his 

testes and his previous studies fitted him well." Of his work in draughting, Professor 

Beardsley reported in 18381 "The courses in Draughting continue most satisfactory under 

the efficient instruction of Milton H . Bancroft, who exhibited for the college at the meet-

in- of the national Teachers
1

 Association in San Francisco, during the ruuser, a very cred-

itable display of the work of the department in this respect, which was most favorably re-

A 
sorted uoon end to which the highest award was given.' 

Prefer .-.or Bancroft reported on the two branches of his work as follow: t "During 

the annual meeting of the National Educational Association, aa exhibit of the art and 

mechanical work of the College was made before the convention at San Francisco. The 

exhibit received the most favorable mention by the examining committee of the Art Depart-

ment, whose report will be published with the minutes of the meeting and sent to the Col-

lege, In the report, exhibits were graded upon a scale of ten per cent. The mechanical 

work from Swarthmore College, with the exception of the architecture, received the highest 

mark, with special coiaaendation of the progressive arrangement of the course in Geometry 

and Projection. The freehand drawing was criticised as being unsystematic in the ele-

mentary work, but the painting, together with the architecture, received the rext highest 

grade, and the refinement of feeling for color was com-iended^^, 
comparative standing of the department with other Colleges was very good, 

but showed the need of more careful and systematic development throughout the department. 

<e 

. . . In the elementary freehand work of the first preparatory clac..., the system is quite 

satisfactory in general, and the students qre being carried in progressive stages from 

simple outline drawings from models, illustrating perspective principles, through the 
1 - Catalogue, 1332-35, pp. 30 - 33.

 3
_

 M
 A 

2 - Stockholders
1

 Minutes, 1884, p . 19. ^ / ^ Z u ^ I d L ^ J u * -

Y y * "ft jff^k^L jv+^JiL^ 
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analysis of form in various ways, into light and shade drawing from models «a& casts. . . . 

The advanced students are taking individual work in charcoal drawing, water color, and oil 

painting, together with weekly time-sketches as clars exercises.. . . The two blackboards 

are being set and will be a great aid, but the present room, though perhaps the best in 

the building, is almost totally unfit, in its lighting, its size, and general convenience, 

for large classes, and for the best results new quarters would be necessary. 

During the past year a few students have taken a special course in Architectural Draughting 

with encouraging results. Two of the three students talcing the course have since entered 

good architects' offices on a better standing than the majority of the graduates of the 

best technical schools." 

following],jautifioatien* "For many years there was felt among the students, especially 

those of the engineering department, a desire to cultivate that branch of the course per-

taining to architecture.^ The meetings of the Society are held bi-weekly, and its work 

is almost entirely of an architectural character, consisting of individual designing in 

the methods of construction, sketches in pen and ink, water-color, and charcoal, together 

with essays on the subjects under discussion. A library of sorae of the best architectural 

papers and periodicals is being gradually collected by the Society. Much of this year's 

[1891-92'sj success has been due to a course of lectures on "S&rly Architecture" ay 

Prof. Milton E . Bancroft, who has always given his valued aid in furthering the welfare 

of the Socioty." 

Beatrice Magill, who had been instructor in drawing and painting during 

18o4—tid, caid had spent much subsoqueut txaic m stuu^ asroaa, rotv^i-od as instructor in 

165 b for a ten y«are» so"vice. Reporting on her work in 1895, she said: "The present 

work of tho Art department may be diei&ed under two heads: practical instruction in draw-

ing aud painting, which is continued during the entiro year, and a lecture course on the 

history of painting, which is given in the second semester. J & f , 

In 1390, an Architectural Club was founded by Professor Bancroft, with the 

The Halcyon. 1893. w. 107. 1 - ^ 

} f r * pp. ^u - si. u & r tL. 
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"The work ruq.ui.red of each student "begins with, object drawing in its simplest 

form, from geometric "blocks illustrating the principles of perspective; next foliov/s 

drawing from simple cast.- of fruits, architectural ornaments, etc., and finally drawing 

from casts of figures. Instruction in painting from still life and flowers will he given 

in oil, water-color and pastel. Arrangements will te made for students wishing to work 

in spocial lines "bearing o^on their work in other departments, or in preparation for 

professions in which drawing plays an important part. 

"The ob eject of the course, as laid out, for the general student is to develop 

the faculties of observation and comparison, to train the eye to see correctly and the 

hand to obe-y the will, and for the special student to lay the foundation for a berious 

study of Art. 

"The course in the History of Painting will be chiefly a lecture course illustrated 

by photographs. Its object will be, not only the study of the works of the great masters, 

but that of the art of the country in its relation to the history and development of the 

people among whom it take;:, its growth. A prescribed course in reading on the schools and 

masters treated will be required of the student. The work this year will be the Italian 

Ennuisbar.ce. I have boon able while abroad to make a fairly representative collection of 

photcg-aphs of .ae-stcrs of that period. My work during these two years of absence has been 

making a careful comparative study of the different schools of Art, and of the masters 

whose works illustrate them, in the galleries of Petersburg, Stockholm, Dresden, Berlin, 

Munich, Jlernnc:, Homo. Venice and Milan. With full work in both semesters the five 

t
,roatest schools of tainting, Italian, Dutch, Spanish, French aud English, csoi be given in 

tv.u years." 

3BSS7CH 

Edward H. M.--,gili, the Principal of the Preparatory Department, was the first Prof-

essor of the Latin and French Language and Literature in the college. His statement on 

Modern Languages in the first catalogue was as follows: "French is required during the last 

two years in the prep-rr tory echooi. During the college course French and German are 

(c s : 



elective studies. The method pursued ia giving instruction in UiOdena us in ancient 

language £, keeps prominently in view the development of the mind "both by a thorough 

mastery of the languages themselves aiid a careful comparison of these with our own and 

each other; thereby cultivating accuracy of thought and expression, rather than the ac-

quisition of a few commonplace phrases, and the utility to hold a broken conversation 

upon ordinary topics in a foreign tongue. In the selection of text-books care is taken, 

both in French and German, to adopt only the works of those who are the acknowledged 

classics of their own country, a due proportion consisting of the production of writers 

of our ovm times. An important part of this course, in the advanced classes, will bt 

the production of original essayt Li French and German.
w 

This subordination of the practical to the cultural proved to be too extreme; for^ 

in Dr. M a g i l l H own experience, and doubtless a fortiori in that of his stausiits, very 

little or no ability in conversational French was acquired by the iuethods of teaching and 

study adopted. 

After eight y e — o f teaching French in the Boston Public Latin Schoolfyiay mea»a 

of the eye and hand, he tells of his first experience in Pari^, in 1367, when the practical 

test bv ear and tongue arrived. "We took caro ^ o u our vo;yage| he says,
1

* "to be 

well provided with books to read and study, and, being on our way to France where we plan-

ned to spend the winter, we did what we- could to familiarize ourselves still acre with 

the French language, without intercourse with those who spoke French the progress made 

in this was necessarily slow and painful, though in the fifteen days taken to cross the 

Atlantic at that time the progress wait perhaps p e r c e p t i b l e ^ 

jpur^daughter of fourteen gained faster than her mother and father, which is natural, 

as at tliat age a new language is acquired far more readily than later in life. - ~ -

"Although the speech of all around us was the language which I had been teaching 

1 - 33. H. Magill, "Sixty-five Xearl in the Life of a Teacher," 1907, pp. 119-20,13^-17" 
128, 129. 



for the past eight years in Boston, and although X had published a French grcaawar and a 

French reader, yet so for from practical had been ray instruction (all grams<ar and praeti-

c. lly no language) that for u, time I could not understand a single sentence addressed to 

me; much less could I use my tongue to make «n unpremeditated reply. On our ride by 

rail from Bre~t to Paris, it struck me atrange th~t the sounds made by every animal 

that v-v s u on the road - the lowing of cows, the bleating of sheep, the grunting of hogs, 

the barking of dogs, the mev.ing of cats, the cackle of hens, the crowing of cocks, and i | 

even the crying of a child - that while all these noises and many more were the same as 

we had heard at home, the moment a spoken word was uttered by man, woman, or child it 

was wholly unintelligible to me. It would almost seem to indicate some special cause for 

this confusion in the spoken word of the human race, like th«t of which we have an j 

account in the legend of the tower of Babel. j 

"Lest it be considered strange that I, a teacher of French, and the author of '! 
j 

a French grammar and reader, should have been so bewildered when I first heard the lang-

uage spoken by all around me, I will quote a few words from one who was a far better I 
i 

authority on language than I - James Russell Lowell. On his first visit to Paris, Lowell I 
i 

thus soliloquized 'in his hotel on the morning after his arrival, 'Here am I, in Paris, ; 
i 

after years of teaching French in Harvard, and I cannot use French enough this morning to 

call a servant and ask him to black my boots.' 

"As one of our leading motives was to become familiar with the French language, 

we avoided English-speaking families, and took -up our quarters for the winter in a small 

private family hotel, then called H$tel de la Haute Vienne. Here we were the only regu- • 

lar boarders, and the family of four - father, mother, son, and daughter - spoke no ' 

language but French. Of course French was the language spoken at table. We sometimes 

spoke English among ourselves, but when we did so our hosts, who had knowledge of only a 

few English words, would say to TXS, 'We can never understand you English people, because 

you speck so fast and run your words so closely together.' We certainly felt the same 

about their French, and the fact i
s
, it i

s
 f 

' "
a e

 same when one hears any unfamiliar language 

spoken. 



- 5 2 -

"For tho first few weeks I listened to three, four, or five lectures oer day, of 

tL 

an hour each, ana yet could follow very little of the thought; out after a monejjr they 

"began to clear and ny progress then in following them was « • • » rapid. . . . .A few 

more winters in Paris like that of 1867-68 would have made the French language, with my 

previous study of it in Bo?ton, nearly as familiar as niy mother tongue." 

After this experience in Paris, he worked, until the end of his life, with char-

acteristic and unfailing enthusiasm upon methods of cultivating in equal degree the use 

of eye, hand, ear and tongue. "Conversations" were listed in the college catalogues dur-

ing his fifteen years of teaching French at Swarthmore. Meanwhile, in 1871-72, Professor 
* 1 
Magill realised the conversational deficiency and re-ported through the hoards "A teacher 

whose native language is French ^Rectina EspyJ has teen employed to assist in giving 

instruction in that language, thus enabling us to combine with our former accurate drill 

in the forms and constructions of the language, a practical knowledge of the same as a 

medium of conversation, for which opportunities are offered at table, in the class room, 

ana during the hours of recreation." 

The next year, Eugene Paul in, A.M., whose native language also was French, "be cane 

professor of French, and his , Elizabeth Paulin, took Miss Espy's place as 

instructor. Professor Paulin continued to teach French from 1372 until 1838, and Eliza-

beth continued as instructor until 1873. Under them, conversational French was emphasised, 
2 

although by no means at the expense of the written language and literature. 

The work in French in the first years (1359- ) included: "First lessons 

Jchouquet'sJ, grammarJTlagillCJ, reader jllagill'sj, prose and poetryj^'lagills
1

 sj, Paul et • 

Virginie, Corinne; and, in addition to the text-books mentioned, Notl and Chapsal's 
£ au 

J|rammaire Franchise, Spiers and Surenne's French Dictionary, and Bescherelle's Diction^-

naire National. 

1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1371, p . 33. 

2 - Cf. infra, p . >.,
A
.. . } 
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In 1872, Eugene Paulin, A.M., became Professor of the Latin and Trench Languages, 

and continued to teach French during the next sixteen years. He added his own text-

books on first lessons to those of Dr. Magill, and stressed the history of French liter-

ature and of France itself, as well as the classic French writings. A native Frenchman 

himself, he naturally emphasized the use of French in his classes and provided for 

"regular practice in French conversation" in all of them, while in on extra class of more 

advanced students, "all the instruction and explanations" were given in French, "the stu-

dents joining in the critical discussion of the classics read.
11

 French gradually 

became more and more a required -study in the college, "with about one year's study re-

quired for admission." 

In 1883, Professor Paulin included in his courses the "History of France and 

History of French Literature (conversationally), with the reading and committing of 
1 

French classics, especially of O o m e i l l e , Bacine and Moliere." 

In 1888, Professor paulin retired, and President Magill again became professor of 

French, instructing the upper classes, and supplementing their work by "occasional evening 

readings in French", b„ which, ho said, "I hope to give them some of the beet specimens, 

both classical aau modern of 'la belie langue
1

, and encourage a taste for more extensive 
2 

rea.lings of their own." 

H«A retired from the presidency in 1389, and thereafter, until 1900, devoted him-

self entirely to the teaching of the French language and literature. He spent the year 

1839-90 in France, and on his return to Swarthmore he substituted more recent text-books 

for his own and, although he did not neglect in his classes the use of the spoken lang-

uage, he stressed the cultural value of the literature. "The objective points in the 

study of the French language," he stated, "will be wide and extensive reading, making the 

student as familiar as time will allow with as many as possible of the best works in 

French literature. To this end a miniaum of grammar will be required, and rapid reading 

at sight encouraged early in the course." The seventeenth century authors received 

1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1383,p. 20. 
2

 - Ibid. 1833, p . 13. j / 



r.A 

"careful attention", but "as ^uch of the literature of the present generation as is 

found practicr-blo" was read; and to this end, the three volumes uf his " M o d e m French 

Series'' were used as text-Looks. 

A r.aliw French assistant er-iuc to Dr. iiagill's aid in 1396-99, tcid the department 

' » 
- v - w w - a .. J! - - - . . , 

iiiii uv 11-.i »w u.u.'.. w i v u i v - v u * v.iti x - • ~, nvi »wiVcA s«--iOii, ana uo 

writing dictces, as well as to a thorough study of the greaser and the translation into 

good Sn^lish of the leading works of French writers in lath the classical e^id modern 

?sri~ls.« 

14- .-,.......,..,-„.•' IV. ~ * •• „.« XV-x H» f'+r.y -P* vr* --».«.•« I * .-•>«•» T-.-, X ~ ~v-... ~ X * ........ I 

•«. t-iluwuiiCvu. w , <ut kSa -ik.T „.!»; liTil *.-. d I> U.^ , JkUbO. IwxXxOUuJL 

Corrc s p : uce will be made L'^ortciit feature during the remainder of the course." Dr. 

liagill had "been wi ardent champion, among M s follow—teachers of French, of this plan of 

Aucric.-.va French students exchanging (and correcting) letters written in the language 

of their respective correspondents; sr^d this introduction of it at Swarthmore led to its 

extensive use in other colleges and schools. 

Seporting on his method of work in 1395, Dr. iiogill wrote: "Our courseXio oo 

/ I s * * * * c ^ C w ^ ^ 

farrangad 4is tcr give th£ greatest amount of familiarity with the literature of these lang-

uages during the college course. To this end the study of grammar is reduced,at first, 

to the iaini:auLi amount necessary for reading; rapid oiid accurate translation is for the 

first two years iaade the leading object. With this is combined a certain amount of 

translation of English iiito these two langus^es in order to fix the for.us and principles 

of construction, which would be bat too cursorily observed were translation into English 

alone to claim the student's attention. In the third year the amount of writing in the 

language studied 1=: eonsil:rrhiy inc
:

.*c."scl, - letter:::, brief essays and critiques in 

this language are ad-sally introduced, and some atteapt is made to acquire the spoken 

language. All of this ii much increased during the fourth or final year, - conversation, 
1 - ' M a u t o o , 1335, p p . 31 - 20. 

i r, o 
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theses, critiques, letters, etc., occupying a large part of the attention of the student, 

and these are supplemented by lectures upon tne literature, given, so far as is found pos-

sible, in the foreign language which is the subject of study.« 
1 

The next year,he saidi "The object ever kept in view is a wide acquaintance 

with the best specimens of the literature of the language, and through this source a better 

understanding of the French people. Writing and speaking the language to some extent is 

found possible in the full course, these always follow and do not precede a reading knowledge 

of the language. Translation by ear as well as at sight is practiced almost from the 

first, that students who have pursued our full course may not feel wholly lost when thrown 

among French people at home or abroad. More than this we do not claion, as we desire all 

of our published promises to be more than fulfilled." 

Speaking of the introduction of international correspondence, in the third and 
2. 

fourth years of the study of French, Dr. Magill saidi "About two years ago a Professor in 

a French school in Southern France, who had spent some years in England, conceived the idea 

of teaching his students English by introducing a system of correspondence, which should 

give the students of both nations opportunities similar to those to be obtained by going 

abroad. He communicated this happy thought to the publishers of the ' liversity Review' 

in Paris, who took it up earnestly through the columns of the 'Review.' 

"So far as known the only institutions into which this system has been introduced 

in this country are Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, and Swarthmore College. 

Ihis system of international correspondence gives new life and interest to the study of a 

modern language and gives it a truly practical turn according to the requirements of the • 

spirit of the age. Thus far twenty-eight of our students have engaged in this corres-
3 

pondence." 

Dr. Magill became Professor Emeritus and Lecturer in 1900, and his place 1®as 

taken in 1900-01 by Dr. Thomas Atkinson Jenkins who thereafter became professor of French 

during many years in the University of Chicago. Dr. Jenkins emphasized the linguistic 

fide of the study in the statement i "The instruction in this department has as a basis the 
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ha& ac ..a buule study of ordinary colloquial French as a living language. Though 

reading is begun very early, colloquial French (including pronunciation) continue^ to 

receive the most attention throughout the first two years. The student will then be ready 

to be brought into contact with the more artificial (rhetorical) forms of expression con-

stantly occurring in the higher grades of literature^" This point of view - and "Inter-

national Correspondence" - were carried on into the teaching of the next century. 

It was not until 1883-84, when an assistant professor of French was appointed, 

that the study of Italian and Spanish was introduced into the curriculum. The Italian 

grammar with written exercises, I Promessi Sposi and Nicolo dei Lapi, Knapp's Spanish grammar 

and readings^ and Don Quijote were used, and the two courses were given in alternate years 

and elective only for those who had completed two courses in Latin or two in French. 

^Professor Paulin took over the Spanish into his professorship in 1885-86, and both Spanish 

and Italian were given tifSii* year j but Spanish alone was given the next year, and thereafter 
A 

both languages were omitted frora the curriculum until , when they were reintro-

duced as part of the department of Romance Languages. . . 'jo Al. Jn^ 

{ a J ^ j J U , ^ r — — J
 U

 GERMAN 

dement L. Smith, A.M., who later served for many years as secretary of 

Harvard's faculty, was Swarthmore's first Professor of the Greek and German Languages 

and Literature*. The catalogue for 1869-70 includes German under Modern Languages, and 
1 

makes the same statement for it as for French. William B. Phillips, A.M., took Professor 

Smith's place for the following years, and taught, besides grammar (Otto's and Whitney's) 
a. 

and reader (Adler's and Whitney's), Aus dem Leben eines Taugenichts, Minna von Bjpnhelm, 

Hermann und Dorothea, Mustersammlung deutscher Gedichte (Keller's), German literary history 

(Evans's Abriss, Vilmar and Weber), Carlyle's Life of Schiller, Lewes's Life of Goethe, 

Stahr's Life of Lessing, with essays and conversations in German. 

In 1872-73, William Hyde Appleton began his Swarthmore professorship of thirty-

seven years, during sixteen of which he was professor of both Greek and German. He carried 

1 - Supra, p. 1~VX , 
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out the plan of his predecessors, adding from time to time Der Neffe als Onkel, 

Eigensm, Einer muss heirathen, Maria Stuart, Wilhelm Tell, Abfall der ver^nigten Niederlande, 

Emilia Galotti, Egmont^and Faust, Sight-reading and memorizing classic poetry and prose 

selections were also a part of his method of teaching. 
1 

Reporting through the board in 1877, Professors Appleton and Paulin said of 

their courses in German and Frenchi "The aim of the Instructors has been to give the students 

a thorough grammatical, reading and writing knowledge of these languagesj and, next to this 

a fair amount of conversational practice, that they may be able to understand, and speak 

with tolerable facility, the language of ordinary life. The endeavor is made to appor-

tion fairly, for this double object, the time allowed for the study. In selecting the 

books read by the students, the practical end of studying the language has been kept in 

view, and such books as will best further this object have generally been chosen. At the 

same time, it has been considered that the students should be made acquainted with books 

of a higher character, and be introduced to some of the master-pieces of the French and 

German Literaturei." 
V 

Six years later, it was stated* "There were five German classes during the 

past year. The general method of instruction was the same as in previous years. The 

effort is made to secure a suitable variety in reading by giving the younger classes 

stories, light comedies, or other pieces of similar character, written in ordinary every-

day language. In the higher classes the student is made acquainted with the classical 

literature, as seen in the works of Goethe, Schiller and Lessing. During the first two 

years, particular attention is paid to the principles of Grammar, and illustrative 

exercises are written by the students. During the entire course there is frequent collo-

quial practice, varied by dictation of German ballads." 

An assistant professor of German and French was appointed in 1882, but 

Professor Appleton continued his professorship of Greek and German until 1888-89, when 

he became Professor of Greek and of English Literature. During the next two years he 
1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1877, pp. 4 9 - 5 0 . 
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added the duties of the president to his professorship^and the assistant professor of 

the preceding three years (Gerrit E . H . Weaver) became Professor of German. "An optional 

course in Scientific German" was then offered to "Seniors and others intending subse-

quently to pursue a course in Medicine, or other advanced scientific work"; a n d O c c a s i o n a l 

voluntary evening readings from the German of the day" were also given. 

The students satirized this last effort by an alleged membership and programme 

of "Die Niebelungen", a society of fourteen girls, whose great mental strain during their 

meetings necessitated the repair of the furniture after each meeting. As specimens of 

TTV 1 

their proceedings, the following is given - "as overheard by Prof. Bodenkaflmer Weber"t 

President. - Fratdeins, es 1st high Zeit wir beginnen sind. 

Caterer. - Warten, warteni Ich habe die Sauerkraut vorgessen. 

Head Initiator. - Bringen ihre Goat herein. 

Lord High Keeper- Goat, Goatl lo sind Sie (A loud scuffle). 

Goat. - Ba - a - a - a . Du hast den Bulge an mich. (Etc., etcT| 

Marie A. Kemp (Hoadley) became assistant professor of German in 1891-92, and the 

next year was given the chair of German Language and Literature, which she occupied until 

1901. She continued for a time to use Otto's grammar and to read most of the works selected 

by Professor Appleton, but added Joynes - Meissner's and Thomas's grammars, Aus Meiner 

Welt, Grimm's Mfirchen, Aus dem Staat Friedrich des Grossen, Stifler's Haidedorf, Heinds 

Harzreise, Die Journalisten, Dichtung und Wahrheit, Soil und Haben, Buchheim's Deutsche 

Lyrik^ and Prose Composition, Sime's Life of Goethe, Boyesen's Goethe and Schiller, 

Nevinson's Life of Schiller, Eiehl (two Novellen), QOtz von Berlichingen, Schiller's • 

Historische Skizzen, Wallenstein, Iphlgenia auf Tauris, Briefwechsel zwischen Goethe und 

Schiller, Ekkehard, Dolctor Luther, Wallenstein, Nathan der Weise, Baumbach's Der 

Schwiegersohn, Bilder aus der deutschen Vergangenheit, Der Trompeter von Sftkkingen, 
•vCTV. 

Torquato Tasso, and Taylor's^Scherer's, Kd^p Francke's and Boyesen's essays on German 

literature. 
1 - The Halcyon, 1891, pp. 81 - 82. 

f 74 . 
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1 

Professor Kemp's method of instruction she stated as followsi "The course 

of study in this department is designed to give the student (l) a facility in reading 

German, (2)an ability to speak simple German grammatically, (3) an acquaintance with the 

social and intellectual development of the Germans, from the earliest times, as revealed 

by the great exponents of their literature. In the class-room oral translation into 

English is discontinued as soon as possible, and expressive reading of the German text 

is substituted. A course in written translation into German is followed by a course in 

free German composition, carried on in part by correspondence with Germans." 

< a S B 3 C 

dement L. Smith was the first professor of the Greek Language and Literature, as 

well as of German. Under the heading of Ancient Languages in the first catalogue, he 

stated that Greek would be optional in the curriculum, "its place being supplied by 

French or German." He then proceeded to say of both Greek and Latini 

"The course of study in this department consists, in the preparatory school, of a 

thorough elementary drill in forms and constructions, a work which, if well done, will be 

a sure foundation for those who are to pursue their studies to the end of the course, 

and a most effective means of intellectual drill for those who never advance further than 

the elements. The standard classical works which have, by long experience, been proved 

to be lest adapted for instruction in the ancient languages will be adopted in this 

College. In studying these it will ever be borne in mind that a critical comparison 

of the various forms of human speech as expressive of thought in all ages, having especial 

reference to the acquisition of greater power over our own, is one of the chief ends in • 

view in pursuing a course of classical study." 

/I,-,-
11

 -
 1

 T • • 1 —T T " " * 

*The text-books selected by Professor Smith werej "Sophocles' Grammar, 

Xenophon's Anabasis (Boise), Arnold's Prose Composition, Homer, Selections from Greek 

JtoLL^fi. A.M., 

Literature, Lectures on Greek Antiquities."
1

®^ Professor\Phillips,\ who succeeded Professor 

1 - Catalogue, 1898-99, pp. 40-41. 
I 76", 
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Euripides
1

 Alcestis, Iphigenia in Tauric, Hecuba, Medea, Demosthene:' de Corona, Lysias, 

Xsocrates, Aeschylus* Prometheus .Bound, Xenophon's Memorabilia, Aristophanes, the Lyric 

poets^end selected Idylls of Theocritus. 

la 1833, he introduced the ttuly of the Greek Tcctauent and Modern Greek (read-

ings i;; Vincent and Dickson'; Handbook, v,ith colloquial practice). To strengthen this 

conversational ability, he required "cxercitei in Grc-k Cc.vocition with ujuch practice in 

sight-reeding." Hie treatment uf modern Greek included Gardner
1

c Short and Zasy Modern 

Greek Gr:r.r.;ar, modern Greek bailable, the Greek version of Anna Sewall's Black Beauty. and 

newspaper Greok ill-^trr.tcd by the l<ev7 York Atlentis. The Greek Testament was read usually 

& 

in the beginner'e class. Commenting on the reading of the JJ«w Testament Greek, Professor 

Applet on that it was pa~t of the CwUrse v,hich is JL-saye found latere-ting and prof it-

alic b„ the etrkntc uf the elass"; end of the study of "Modern Greek, both written 

and spoken", h: .aid: "The e ^ l c t e study -f a language seems to require that each period 

of it, history should receive some attention, of course in duo proportion to the relative 

lopor"'"nee
 0
f the differ--^ - x-

*CerteJ.r.ly the M o d e m Grce^ should coac in for at least a brief notice, being as it 

is the living representative of the anclcnt tongue, and cheering, oven in it; debased condi-

tion, the unmistakable feat-ves of its original. It has acquired for as, moreover, an 

additienel interest and claim in the present century, in view of the remarkable regeneration, 

of the Greek people ^ince the recovery of their independence aft'"" four hundred years of 

slavery to the Turks. 7 .* 

"The Greek language has never died, and the language and the people, as we well 

Imo-r, are very much, alive. The Greek of today, though chugged in ninny ways, ie yet based 

upon the old language, and is easily mastered when one has studied the ancient tongue. 

The Greeks are growing in importance each day, and Athene is yearly visited by thousands of 

tourists. In viev; of this fact it is certainly suitable that the Modern Greek should come 

in for at least a brief notice in our courses as the living representative of that ancient 

^ "" xble,. 18oo. pp. I
-

- — 15; 18S7, p . 2o« 
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,-pcech, v.Mch i*. t-^-ucM v^rth;- *<, receive much citation from scholc.r:..» • ̂  J 

Ir. 1320-31, also, a "Greek ry" wa*. started, siid It lasted uiitil 169S, when 

i: was merged in c. "31 assieal Club." The latter cleh included the departments of Greek, 

Latin an I history, and was presided over in 1896-97 by Professor Appleton, in 1337-93 by 

Prefer.or Hull, in 1393-99 by Professor price. It was then superseded by a "Latin 

Society." \ iirep
1

: becraie a prescribed ssudy loaaiBg to the degree of A.B., with two 

years required of those who presented the requisition for admission to college, and four 

years for others. 

In dealing with Homer, Professor Appleton required the first six books of the 

Iliad and books IX to XII of the Odyssey, with "outside reading of other parts of the 

poems in sight-reading and in English." In Herodotus and Thucydides, their books VI and 

VII were read, with historical account a of the period in English; and English versions of 

the other plays of Aeschylus and Sophocles supplemented their Prometheus and Antigone. 

Beginning with 1895-94, Professor Appleton lectured in the English department on Greek 

and Latin authors, with special stress on Homer's Iliad in Pope's translation; and when, 

in 1399, he gave a course in that department on World Literature, he dwelt chiefly on Homer 

end Dante. 

LATIg 

Edward H. liagill united in the first three years the duties of -principal of the 

preparatory school with those of the professorship of the Latin and the French lan^ua^eS 

and literature?. In 1872, he became president of the college and professor of mental and 

moral philosophy? hut from 1673 to 1883, and in 13d4-85, he again united the professorship 

of Latin with the presidency. 

The preliminary statement under Ancient Languages in the first catalogue - quoted 

above under ftreek - was doubtless Professor Magill"s and Professor Clement L. Smith's 

joint product. It provided that Latin should be studied two years in the preparatory 

school and two years in the college. Har^aies^
1

 gra-aaar, reader, and prose composition 

and Ha.icon's prose book w.re the first text-books in the ,r
c
p..ratory school; and 

i n . 
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Earnnesi,, imupt, Zone on- uiu Hollu« ̂  poetry, Ivm.^ay's Eouan jialiquitier, Laird'& 

ClZrit^Cwa Li »V (L-i-Cwlli* c- S-oxC Ct i-oU^y , Hoi'—co's. Oo.fc.bj v--w'.'. C ' S Le OluPl^ OTo— 

toriou.s, Du Seucctuto, xic Auiicitiu e the f ii-̂ t useu in the college. To these^ 

Prcfccto-v wa^ili OaIIcJ. Che.s>c
1

 s Virgil's acucI! i,Luokt> III end XV)
 t
 Caesar, Cicero's 

Gretionw, Llvy (Books XXI caid XXII), Tacitus* j^ricola. tnd Gersoaiiia „wlcctia:o i'roiii 

J K V S A A J . . A. 

t 
Si\,r the SeiSiitiric Coarse, "teg-Ji in 1375, Latin was not r e a r e d , "though a suf-

ficient kuowlud^o of that icv^ur^c. to enoile tku it-dent to construe easy Latin prose is 
1 

earnsstly recommendou." 

From ld72 to Id76, Paulin was, profe&sur of Latin, as well as of French, 

and he added House's Satires and Epistles to the tent-book_ mentioned above* At the end 

of jr~.jfessor Pallia's prof esso-ahip
 v
f Latin, the board reported that "the- present coarse 

of instruction in the Latin language is iuore complcfce and satisfactory than it has ever 

been before. Latin is now required in all classe; of the Class leal Course, after entering 

Clt.s- L of thu Preparatory Sehool, until graduation. Our course in this department is now 

about as fall ae that r«qa:rod in any other -American college. Sever si of our graduates 

have bven admitted to the Junior Class in Harvard, and not required to pursue the study of 

Latin farther in order to showing that the amount of Latin read here is deemed 
3 

sufficient elsewhere." 

Professor Paulin's other duties beou^e so onerous that he was obliged to give up 

hi_ v,urk in Latin, in lo7o, whet the ^refossiorship was again assumed by Professor Magill 

4 5 
(1676 - o5 an! 1384 - 65). with Mar.,' L. Austin ut assistant professor (1876-65). Under ^ 
1 - Stockholders

1

 Hinvitos., 1375*p.48. 
le - S^^oliholdu.

1

.!.
1

 ili-vrat-fc, 137?, pp. 43 - 49. 
[s - One of theto graduate-s was Herbert Weir Smyth,A.3., S war theory, lo7C, Harvard, 

Ph.L., loo-l, who besoms profCETCO. of urrtC-a at Bryn Marcr, 13oo-1901, on^AlIarv&rd, 
1901-02, :nd Eliot professor of Greek Lit,rata-e^jtHarvard, 1902-1325.

 A 

4 - X... iiico-o^,* r^f ,:-_£icr Paul in r^ain took over the professorship of Latin from President 
i.a.^111, tvOj„ it back again in 1834-65. 

5 - -*\.stin had been teacher of Latin History, io'70-71; teacher of Latin end Eng-
lish ->ar.ohc., loTl-72; instructed in Latin and English Branches , 1372-75; uud instructor 
in L-. tin, lo75-76. 
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'rofos^ors Mcigilj. Austin, sv>xvCtioni» i roui Lucretius wore a&ueu. us s, tent—eook, ana 

'tr&nclatiji*. at eljht" emphasize! in their teaching. 

Henry w. Rolfe,A.M», becaue the lir^t fulx arufessor of xiutin, from 1665 to 1830, 

uid began hi: work wxth the announcement th..
4,

 "lectures will he given on e^oh author rood, 

and with them translation from such of his works as «r».- not studied by the cla.es. In col-

lection with book I.of Livy t^ere will alio be lectures o:i the credibility of c^rly Soman 

listory; and Lu connection with tho study of Herat us (or I^rre:^}, lectures on the Soman 

Irei^a, with translations frcu ...;..n„. pxuys. The iecioros on mythology- and those on art will 

be ilxustr^tca. 

Prof oh bur Holfe divided hi:, courses into four parts,, namely, reading, composition, 

supplementary study, ana voluutery work. His readings included, in the freshmen class, two 

books of Virgil 2nd six orations of Cicero, with Ovid at sight; in the sophomore class, 

Cicero's first Philippic, Saliust's Catiline, and Books I and XXI of Livy, with Sallust's 

Jugurtha at sight; in the junior class , Horace's Odes and Spflodes, WfocBryta De Seneetute- and 

De Ajaicitia, with Cicero's De Oratore at si
t
,ht; in the senior class, Horace's Satires, one 

comedy of Plautus or Terence, Tacitus's Agricola, Cicero's Tusculau Disputations, and sel-

actions- from Lucretiue, with Cicero's De Ofiic^s at eight. In compositioa, he used Eark-

ness and Abbott's "Latin rrose through Suglish Idiom
1

', with sight translations into Latin 

and ttXtciaporaneoufc essays in Latin. His supplementary studios incluaod lectures on the 

ele.-iOnt^ of comparative ph-llo^y with especial rex trance to Latin syiitcu. and vocabulary; 

lectures on 2oui<xi religion a&d wihol&s,'; Crutwell and lecturer on the history of Latin 

literature; leetvrcs, with supplementary reading, on the history of Soman art, and an ac-

count of its re:_e.ins. He held a Sv.rinar^ for ihr three higher class Or; for voluntary work 

in the history :,nu literature of the late Soman republic, in mythology, tho life of Horace 

(his surrounding;,, friends, character, and belief), and in Roman philosophy.- and art. 

Thl.:. well-rounded course Professor Rolfe continued, with the aid of Ferriis W. 

Pricc as assistant professor, adding to the readings two orations of Cicero ins tend of 



Virgil's two books, the Trinummus of Plautus, Terence'phormio, Pliny's Epistles, 

Tacitus' aermania, three essays of Scncea, rersio-s" Satires, Martial's Epigrams, and 

Allen
1

 c "Semnantc of Early LatinJ* la the three Latin seminar*^ (Senior, Junior and 

Sophomore), Virgil, Ovid, Horace, Catullus, Tibullu*, Jrrcpe-rtiub, Pl&utug and Terence^ 

Soma* life and c.rt becs-ac the authors ana subjecte disCw&sed. 

jrrofessor Solfo*e semiiu.rjhry were ''consolidated'
1

 into
 !s

Latia society", in 

lo-o, and this was continued L,/ Profc. sor ^rxeq^who wrote of it as follows S ''In these 

days ox rs-̂ -.u. auv sac. caicnt, the iiâ v~ t-acs of collateral. reuuxag xn wonaectrou v«uth uu. 

tli-.i. Cc Ox b UOAV' -oTi.iU u w u V wi Cis AlxAi. u e o u -eo.i xwx.v xli uux SVuu,y Ox 

uSt . Jjaĵ -Xi Wi uu." X- Iiatt il<J w . i-.U. ,(Ua. i CJ*V lii/Viufca. anJ * e&tU. 

was made. In loo>C, Prof. Henry «<• .aoifc organized the society axtcr the plan of the 

<e~...inars^ in the German universities, ana gave it the xiame of the 'Latin Seminary.» 

The organization did aot presume to make as deep or extensive investigation as the German 

universities, yet the work was so arranged that in time an ideal seminary could he 

"Our attentior^has' successively been directed to mythology, ancient art and cue-

tome, famous buildings of Home, translation of Horace into English verse, and study of the 

construction and arrangement of the Soman house. This year |l8Sl-92h| the author under 

consideration is Cicero, treating in detail his life, oratory, and philosophy, and many 

discussions have be en held regarding the varies glimpses of his character. The meetings-

are interesting and instructive, and the wide range of subjects brought before the students 

from time to time serves to lay a firm foundation for further investigation in the clas-

sical world." 

In 1893, Professor Price decided that, "in order that the topics under discussion 

in the Seminary could better supplement the work of the upper and lower classes, it should 

be divided into two sections, namely, the Senior ana Junior, and the Sophomore and Freshman. 

1 - Cf. cartoonAin Halcyon, 1890, p. 63. L . i %*}*>-,/£,.. 

2 - Halcyon, 189S, pp. 109-110. ' '
 1

 ' 1
 1 

j r, 
< "h 



te first of these made a study of Lanciani's 'Ancient Home in the Light of Modern Dis-

ivories, » and Beckor's 'Gallus', took up several of Pliny's Letters, made metrical trans-

itions of a 'number of Latin Classics, and studied especially the religion, family life, 

id customs of tire Romans; while the Sophomore and Freshman section looked into the site, 

d n s , end topograph;'- of Home, and studied the customs, manners, and habits of the Romans 

iring the Golden Age of that ancient city." 

In 1395-96, Profes- or Price reunited the two sections of the seminary, which 

nciied "that part of the local history of Some, with its public buildings, its mythology 

id its art, which cannot, because of the limited time^be acquired inthe class-room." The 

purees of information which were used were of two kinds: "immaterial things, comprising 

angueges, Roman laws, social customs, etc., and material things, embracing works of art, 

Dins and medals, stone clubs of all kinds, manuscripts, and inscriptions on stone and 

* J-

ronze tablets." Book reviews and "answers to queries" were also part of the seminary work. 

Reverting on his work in 1396 and 1397, Professor Price said: "In the selection 

f the authors to be read, and in the arrangement of the courses, two objects have been 

specially kept in view. First, it is the aim to give a good general idea of the language 

nd literature of the Romans. For this ouraose, the reading covers a rather wide range, 

xtending from the earliest forms of the language^ - in inscriptions and elsewhere - to the 

lediaeval Latin, as represented by the Christian h j r a n s ^ ^ 

^Second, we endeavor to catch the spirit of the ancient world, to bring the old 

,ife into close and obvious relations with that of to-day, searching in it for the sources 

if modern institutions and thought. 

"The Latin Society which has been an important feature in the wort of our department 

las been discontinued for the present year. In its stead there has been formed a new organ-

ization called the- 'Classical Club', composed of professors and students in the departments 

if Greek, Latin, and Ancient History. The objects of the new association are almost identical 

frith those of the old Latin Society, except that the field of study will be considerably ._ 

L - Halcyon, 1395, p . 54, 1895, p . 50, 1397, p . 62. 

2 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1396, p. 25; 1897, p . 27. 



broader. T
v

'o subjects for discussion will no longer be exclusively Somen, but such as 

• " 1 •
 1

 "> . x.„ X 

O ... a.' m ... ... .X i, >.. ixUt-l* S • * • . • 

itia course as a wnoie is, no\seVe-r, not oniy to gxve svaucntc an 

. , "i.;. --- •• ̂  i , cw-lU 

lltcrstui'e. This side of Latin stud,/, vh^n ,judiciously presented, is more iiltractivc to 

I.:;-' , ,
o
e :: „ V V<m.o1 ..•!iC S v... -A S. . sUU, I .. i „ . i v J . C o. y - K i i v i u i O t 

Th: College £,r<..-.»ac.te' ~ equipment xor xif c shou.xd ewi..i-t not onuy <•• well™trained, 

mu.il J., wU. S. ej-j-vi e m «u,o iwiuiiv,. iiivu •'» — v * . -co Ave-*. x.i.u. t-liu 

,, ,, 3 ,, J1. .. , 4. H 

UOik: ill V ..«.. jJ-. ' sT. 

JT Jt ± 1.::, . _ • _ U - aC^u . ..u.:. - — _ iOt/U ^ - - — . .... .. .. 

f^ttut 

ca-ric.1 out the slotted by jrrofc^»or kolfo, adding to its content "hymns cad 

oth.-!- let. Latin", Virgil's G e o r g i c ^ jrlautus' Captivi, and Cicero's Pro closcio M e r i n o . 

iit the end of the p.."ie>a (IsOl—ui/, sxx courses Lat~i.ii were oixcreu, the j.ast 

of those bwi.ig a beginners' oourso, epon to Juniors end Seniors whe offered uo Latin Xor 

admission to college, and r e t i r e d of ell such st;sdcnts leading to the degree of b a c h e l o r 
TA*-

ef letters. iMVwas "a rapid study of the essentials of Latin graucar, followed by consid-

erable carefully ;raded reading, emphasis being l^.id -jpon the most important features of 

A ' . ..!(. C ..... ^ . L.....U | . ̂  O , v . : ^ 0 . . v — * O i i ^ • ^ . J . U..4 J U,:. — r l i , 

. » ; . U1 ex .'-"r e ex lici^-.'., ZCj.^ W u t b O w u a U O s i . ' e u a £ i ^ i u u b i i s . 

:ourse: ia L.tin, in connection with the Greek and other allied stadiee, are believed to 

eor.;• 11tute, now sr.. in the pest, one of the most important of intellectual discipline 

aad of general culture, and to be on excellent ^reparation for useful and intelligent life 

5. - » - There is an especial effort ac„de to supplement the reg-alar read-

••"••^tical and philological drill, vith rcscrences the life, .jcuniers, and 

w jiid ztx Vw. ra.ee w!hv jc jl^t tuxc J-'L- "bGin^ ^ tau.icd® 1 d.t && j^Ob -•i'Lls
 9 

.re into some comprchrr 
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reality and value as guides xn understanding and solving present-clay problems." 

IIATBSMATICS £,:D ASTHQiiOMT 

When the college opened in 1869, there was no professor in this department, hut 

Susan J. Cunningham was appointed Teacher of Mathematics, and she taught algebra "through. 

1 

Quadratic Equations" and plane trigonometry and surveying to the first freshman class, -

as well as arithmetic, algebra, and igeometry to the three preparatory classes. 

The first catalogue stated - under the heading Mathematics and Astronomy - that 

"tire study of Mathematics, valuable alike in its practical utility and in strengthening 

and training the reasoning powers, holds an important place, particularly in the early 

part of the course, being required until the end of the sophomore year." For the sopho-

more year, the catalogue provided plane and spherical trigonometry, conic sections, and 

spherical projections. 

Ho course was prescribed for the junior or senior year; but the catalogue stated 

that, "in the last two years of the course instruction will be given to those who desire 

it, in the higher Mathematics and their application to the nore abstruse problems of 

Physics and Astronomy." Accordingly, an elective course in advanced algebra, analytical 

geometry, and differential and integral calcsxlus was promised for the junior year. 

ITo changes in content or text-books were ;..iade in 1870-71, and the catalogue for 

that year stated, in a foot-note to a blank space for the name of the Professor of Mathe-

matics, that "the duties of this chair are, at present, performed by Susan J . Cunningham." 

This foot-note was repeated in 1871-72; but from 1872 to '74, Miss Cunningham served as 

Assistant Professor of Mathematics, from 1874 to '86 as Professor of Mathematics, and 

from 1886 to 1906 as Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy. During the first thirty-

three years of this period, (1369-19Q2), her courses and text-books were as follows: 

In algebra: Alsop's, Olney's higher, ¥ells* lower and higher, lentworth's college, 

Charles Smith's, Burnside and Panton's theory of equations; 

1 - Surveying was transferred to the department of Engineering in 1876. 
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In geometry: Davies' Legendre, Wheeler's plane, Halsted's, Loney's plane, 

"hillips and Fisher's solid, Olney's analytical, Byerly's Chauvenet, Charles Smith's 

solid analytic, Clehsch-Lindemann's plane analytic; 

in trigonometry: Gumraere's plane, Lewis' plane and spherical, Chauvenet's plane 

ma. spherical, Wheeler's plane, Loney's advanced; 

in conic sections: Todhunter's, Charles Smith's; 

in calculus; (differential and integral): Olney's, Williamson's, Byerly's, Edwards' 

T V 
lelland and Tait's Elementary ^uaternio^. 

When, in 1893, an assistant in mathematics and astronomy (Henry V. Gammere, A . 

:ame to Professor Cunningham's aid, the following elective courses were offered: 

.. Modern Pure Geometry. An advanced course in harmonic ranges and pencils, the theories 
» 

>f Involution, perspective, similar figures, reciprocation, inversion, etc. 

,?. Higher Algehra, beginning with the theory of equations, and continuing with 

invariants, etc. 

3. Plane Analytic Geometry, including higher plane curves. 

4 . Solid Analytic Geometry. 5. Curve tracing. 

6. Differential equations. 7. Trigonometric series,spherical harmonics,etc. 

8. Elementary quaternions. 

In 1877, the hoard expressed its estimate of Professor Cunningham's work as 
I 

follows: "The department of Pure Mathematics, continuing under the same care as from the 

opening of the College, is in a very satisfactory condition. The requirements for entering 

m r Freshman Class are here quite equal to the average of the best colleges in the country, 

ind the amount and quality of work done during the College course will bear a very favor-

able comparison with that done elsewhere. This important study is required of all students 

Ln the Engineering Course in their Senior year. An elective course in the higher mathe-

matics, and in theoretical and practical Astronomy, is also offered to the classical students 

Ln their Junior and Senior years." 

As in most colleges, the work in mathematics was considered fair game for the 

% - / | c 
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college wits,end The Halcyon contains numerous caricatures of Professor Cunningham and 
1 

her slo'-an, "Use Thy Gumption." The burning of"Legendre" on a funeral pyre when 
2 S 

"beloved Geometry" was successfully passed, and "Addresses to C. Smith" were favorite 
4 

themes. For example: 
""•When Indian summer reigns supreme, 

%When skies are soft and clear, 
SOn meadows shorn of all their green 
"^A newer, tenderer growth is seen, 

""•And tha t is aftermath. 

"NTnen liaggard students pass you by 
"••With ?ad and downcast head, 

*And cannot joke or make reply, , 
*0r even smile, but only sigh, 

*Why that is after Math.* 
5 

Again, under "Bells, Bells, Bells", we find the stanza: 

Hin out the grief that saps the mind 
When summoned to that class-room door, 
Where C. Smith happily reigns no more: 
'Ring in redress to all mankind.^ 

6 
And under "The Same Old Story": 

*2To Swarthmore Halcyon e'er should go
 1

SSis Algebra, when it you see, 

\From this deaJp, pleasant nook, H,^^.j.rpleasure true ? ** <=end<=' 

W i t h o u t some£42§ly reference made I agony J 
^ 1 fehSSiS?'T

£ S

 , - i s w a r k m o r e ' s annual catalogue 
HToi

c g i t h
, fcnarmxng *2<fmany

 a
 Swarthmore student's heart 

J t
 1

 > "Wlfet(dignity it lends. 

{doom it e'er portends. 

*Since garnet is our college flag - HC. Smith f o e
6 1

^
 E t u j d e n t s a l l

» 

its «And to ft we are true - *You«rehfar beyon<T our ken; 
feel so glad tJ---

1

-
*HTe cannot see why 
V!e feel so glad tnat 7

 n e t c l o t l l
 «*Jpon this earth you'll never know 

cannot see why 4 . ,-j 
*Doth cover C. Smith's view. ^fhat farml done to men.

1

* 

7 

Finally, "Address to C. Smith*: 

f 0 thou who evolutes and involutes. 
/And ranges all in series? 

/Who squares-, cuves. and reciprocates
f 

/And every sane man wearies: 
/Pull fain would we thy person 

tiBy zero ppltiply, 
/Put thee beneath a radical. 

/With a minus sign thereby, 
/Then take the thousandth millionth root 

fOf thy rationalizing factor ! %
 r 

.p.xxa.
 6 >

 |^L,1399,P.141. 7. Ibid, 1898,p.137 A
1 1 9

' 



""And. see if on this honest earth 
"•Thee still would he an actor. 

\And we would converge and diverge
n 

XCorahine and permutate thee. 
^Divide thee oft with piles of shot -

*In fact eliminate thee. 
\What "bliss, what joy the future '11 see 

VWith thee an unknoTOi quantity.^ 

A course in a^tronoE^- was prescribed hy the first catalogue for the Sophomore 

class, with Eerschel's Outlines as a text-hook; hut it was not until 1876-77,that a 

course was offered as an elective for the seniors, "based on Loomis's Astronomy and 

Chauvenet's Spherical and Practical Afetronony. For three years (1877-80), an 

elective course was offered to the seniors in engineering on Descriptive Astronomy and 

Deter, lination of Meridian, Time, Latitude and Longitude. The former course (based on 

Chauvenet) continued to be given yearly throughout the period, and two other courses 

were added before 1902. 
1

 r 

As early as 1874, the board had stated: "Physical Astronomy having also [in 

addition to UranographyJ been introduced in the Senior Class, Astronomy is now tawdit^' 

both in the College and the Preparatory School. An Observatory is one of the future 

needs of the College, but one which we had better not attempt to supply until the means 

to build and equip it properly are at our command." 
o 
o 

Just after the Fire of 1881, the board reported: "While the department of 

Mathematics and Astronomy has continued under the same management as it has been since 

the foundation of the College, and the usual high standard maintained, a deficiency has 

long been felt in the want of a suitable supply of Astronomical instruments for the most 

successful pursuit of the study of Practical Astronomy, which deficiency will be remedied 

before another year, and we hope also that an Observatory will be built upon our ground r-

at no distant day." 
3 

The "distant day" came in 1835, when the board reported: "Preliminary steps 

have been taken to supply the need referred to in the last Annual Eeport, of a well-1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1874, p . 48. 

2 - Ibid. 1831, pp. 15 - 16. j C-f 

3 - gbid^ 1385,
 p
. I?. 
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quipped Observatory. Through the persevering and well-directed efforts of our professor 

f mathematics, Susan J. Cunningham, over $4000 have now been subscribed by interested 

rlends and suitable instruments can be ordered at any time. It is proposed to erect 

he building near the east end of the College during the coming spring. This will form 

. most desirable addition to our department of mathematics." 

The next year, it was reported that an astronomical observatory had been erected, 

ontaining a transit-room (with an instrument of three inches aperture, mean-time clock, 

chronograph and barometer), a pier-room (used as a sidereal clock-room), a worls-room 

v.ith a small astronomical reference library), and a dome (containing an equatorial of 
1 

iix inches aperture, a micrometer and a spectroscope), 

A Signal Service Station of the Pennsylvania State Weather Bureau, "fully provided 

rith the necessary meteorological and other apparatus", was connected (in 1887) with the 

jbservatory^and monthly reports were made to the Meteorological Committee of the Franklin 

institute. 

With this equipment, descriptive astronomy was added, in 1888, to the former 

:ourse, - with Chauvenet's Spherical and Practical Astronomy and Young's General Astronomy 

as text-books, and with Ledger's Sun and Planets and Agnes Clerke's "History of Astronomy 

jf the 19th. Century" for general reading. Professor Cunningham's assistant^(Jtoming in
 y 

L893, made possible during the next nine years the giving of a third course, namely, 
2 

Theoretical Astronomy: Orbit Determination. In 1895, Professor Cunningham rep&rted: 

The small three-inch tflescope owned by Benjamin Hallowell lias been procured, and presented 

to the College by the kindness of a few Friends who were desirous that this instrument 

should have a resting-place at the college which he loved so much. The students in 

Astronomy will use this telescope at all tines freely. A twelve-inch reflector has been 

1 - The transit and equatorial were constructed by Warner and Swasey, of Cleveland (the 
glass of the equatorial by Alvan Clark and Sons) , and the spectroscope by Brasl^ar, of 
Allegheny. The board stated the cost of the observatory to have been "about $6,000, mos£ 
of which was raised by the indefatigable exertions of Susan J . Cunningham, Professor of 
Mathematics 

- U p ^ 
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loaned to the college by William S t e p h e n s ^ The mirror of this instrument is a remarkably 

fine one, and it is intended that all students who wish nay have very frequent opportunity 

of viewing through it objects of interest in the heavens. Improvements have been made in 

the observatory by placing small electric lamps for circle reading and lighting wires in 

the place of oil lanterns in use before. The "batteries for running these lamps are in 

the observatory." 

A seismograph, "of the most approved construction, which records by photographic 

process any vibration of the crust of the earth", was added to the observatory in 18991 

^but no otheir marked cliange was made x A the work or equipment of the department until 1906, 

when Professor Cunningham retired, and Dr. John A . Killer became Professor of Mathematics 

and Astronomy. 

TsU jcltU*- j ^ y ^ r p ^ L J^tri. ^ j J ^ i 

ll+lcf,, 

/fjio^jL fiJ^r^. i^ru-t- fyfc^JL X^cUJiJ 

f ^ r ^ j 
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NATURAL HISTORY 

(Botany, Zoology, Anatomy, Physiology, Hygiene, Sanitation, Biology^ 

MineralogyfUeologyj the Museum) 

Perhaps the widest "setee" occupied by any one professor in the college was 
A 

that which the first catalogue called "Natural Sciences", and which it listed as botany, 

mineralogy, geology, comparative anatomy, zoology, and physiology* President Parrish, 

besides acting as Professor of Ethics and of Chemistry, was also Professor of Natural 
X 

Science; and, with the aid of a non-resident Lecturer on Natural History, grappled 

manfully with these varied sciences* It is small wonder that in his statement regarding 

them in the catalogue he said: "These studies furnish the mind with a vast array of clas-

sified facts which, by the study of the Types of Creation during the senior year, are 

clothed with their highest significance." 

Fortunately for him, perhaps, he met before his retirement only one freshman and 

one sophomore class, to whom he taught only botany, zoology, physiology, hygiene, mineral-

ogy and geology* He had planned to add to these for the senior class "typical forms in 

Creation" and comparative anatomy; but his retirement at the end of the first semester in 

1870-71, left his work for the rest of the year, in "botany, zoology, anatomy, physiology 

and mineralogy, to an instructor. The text-booteused for these were Wood' s and Cray's 

in botany^ and Medlock's Wonders of Nature* 

For fifteen years after Dr. Parrish's retirement, the college was most fortunate 

in procuring the services of that eminent scientist, Dr. Joseph Leidy, M*D*, L^L.D., as 

non-resident Professor of Natural History* Beginning with 1871-72, Dr. Leidy gave an 

annual series of eighty lectures, prescribed for all freshmen and sophomores, and open to 

all other students in the college and preparatory school I On the basis of the lectures, 

an oral examination was held once a week, and a written one once a month* The course 
/—This was Adrian G. Ebell, Ph.B., M.D*, who served only one year* 

) ^ G " 
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included zoology, comparative anatomy, physiology, mineralogy, and geology* Ji"' 

The next year, Dr. Leidy increased the number of his lectures to one hundred; 

but the subjects treated remained the same* Thereafter, no formal statement for the 

department occurs in the catalogue until 1880-31, the same subjects being listed under 

both classical and scientific studies* 

mm. 
Dr. Leidy included some botanical instruction in his lectures, but the details 

of study were left to his assistants. The first of these, from 1869 to 1878, was Susan 

W. Janney ("techer of penmanship ad botanyjj»after 1873,"instructor in "botany"); "but the 

preparatory students alone seem to have taken it until 1875, when it was introduced Rafter 

4th mo. 1st", in the sophomore class, in the junior and senior classes the following year, 

and in the freshman class in 1873-79. Miss Janney was succeeded from 1878 to 1894, "by 

several instructors who taught, besides "botany,elocution, or biology, or served as 

assistant librarian. 

In 1879, Dr. Leidy began a collection of botanical specimens in the natural 

history museum. The Qreat Fire, two years later, destroyed this museum, but a new one 

was immediately started, and in 1886 the college received "the Eckfejdt Herbarium, con-

sisting of over two thousand plants illustrative of the flora of Pennsylvania"; the Annie 

Shoemaker collection of botanical specimens was acquired in 1899. 

The successor to Dr. Leidy (Assistant Professor Charles S. Dolley j Professor, 

1886-88) amplified the course in botany, in 1885-86, and stated: "During the fall and 

Winter months the time is occupied with Vegetal Anatomy, Histology, Physiology and general 

Morphology; the use of the microscope, making sections, etc. During the Spring and 

Summer, all the exercises are held in the Laboratory, and are accompanied "by the dis-

section and analysis of illustrative plants. Each student prepares and names a collection 

of plants of the vicinity." He introduced also "class exercises and laboratory-work in 

Cryptogenic Botany"; an^J^f an advanced course, he stated: "It is intended in this course 

to furnish students with a working knowledge of those kinds and parts of plants commonly 
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neglected. Fungi, algae* lichens, mosses, liverworts, ferns, grasses, sedges, etc., 

will he studied in turn, in so far as material and time will allow, and to a extent 

sufficient to enable the student to appreciate their relations and to continue the subject 

by himself. A conservatory, convenient to the worts-tables, will furnish materials for 

study, which will be carried on by means of simple and compound microscopes of the latest 

and most approved construction, and apparatus for the cutting of sections and preparation 

pf specimens. Lectures on the geographical distribution of plants, the life histories 

of special cultivated plants, and on applied botany, will be delivered at intervals 

m -

throughout the year. A set of reference works on structural and cryptogenic botany 

will be found in the laboratory, and is at the disposal of the students under the same 

conditions as the works on Biology." ^ 7 

1

 ̂ "^H^further stated that,"for the purpose of instilling a love of plants and en-

couraging outdoor exercise, a garden has been established, in which, students wishing it, 

nay have a plot of ground assigned to them. Here they may plant flowering plants and 

attend to them under the supervision of the Instructor in Botany." * Thu
e
 was realized 

2 
in part the ideal of Benjamin Hallowell expressed for the college thirty years before* 

Dr. Spencer Trotter became Professor of Natural History in 1888, and carried on 

the work in botany as Professor Dolley had organized it, except that in 1888 he started 
3 

a Botany Club , and in 1890-92 the advanced course was omitted from the regular curriculum 

and specially arranged for with the professor* In 1892-93, a course was required of all 

seniors in "Agricultural Science, m b r a c i n g W c o l o g y , and forestry",* Pother's "Agricultural 

Botany," was used as a text-book* In his course on the elements of botany, he stressed 

the "examination of the tissues of the plant and consideration of the physiology of cell-

life and of plant morphology", with a "working knowledge of the microscope", and the use of 

Gray's "Botany" as a text-book* J1/jr/j^. J^ 7j ^ ,, 

1 - This garden was on the land east of Parrish Hall, near the site of Dean Bond's rose-
garden* . 

3 - Cf. Vol. I, pp. - #w/ff7, 
3 - The Halcyon. 1890. p. 62, 1891, p . 126 (the lattef a satire) . A J ^ ^ 

j^Uu c 
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By 1897, Dr. Trotter reported on the study of botany in the college by sayingj
1 

he character of tne student body and the attitude of mind toward the sub j e 

se, undergone a marked change, from a beginning of 'natural History' lectures to interest-

classes it has, year by year, advanced to a point of view where the profounder problems 

life are sougnt out and explained from the facts presented. By way of example: fhe 

2shman course in Botany began in the time-honored study of plant analysis and s p e c i f 

termination almost exclusively. It has developed into a study of vegetable structure and 

fsiology; tne interpretation of the deeper meaning of plant life as seen in its varied 

momena and relations and the application of observed facts to agriculture and other human 

ids. This required the use of the best prepared sections made under the microscope, and 

'
 ra0Bt

 lncid explanations by drawings, lecture^, field observations, and the best text- o n 

to that I can apply to tne subject." [ 

career as a surgebn, and was awarded LjL.D. at Pennsylvania in 1919, and Sc.D. at Swarth-

more in 1930. A leader in varied student activities, Edward Martin left a memorial of 

himself in three songs which have been perennially sung at the college £n festive occasions* 
1 2 

These are entitled "foxy George", "Tom Dolphin", "The Supe", and "Eachel had a Little 

2 -j 

u

 T>- T -i J—t- -.I,.-,- T»I i Pmiiiin •nnlffmr Mnflfl.infllY' D' Pg. loldy'o Buootisbux^fiof unmix Doigoy (lQ89-00)^Dr. Magill informs us, "had 

recently returned from abroad, where he had been pursuing his studies in Zorn's Biological 

Laboratory in Naples. He entered most zealously upon his new duties, and the work of this 

Department was greatly extended, Dr* Dolley giving us three entire days each week, whereas 

Dr. Leidy had given us but a few hours weekly of his valuable time. Under Dr. Dolley the 

College opened a Biological Laboratory for practical work, and made Biology an elective 

study for all who desired and were prepared to enter upon it*" He restored the course in 

1 - In cooperation with (J.E.H. Weaver, 1882. 
2 - In cooperation with J.E.Veree, 1883. 
3 - The Halcyon. 1902, p . 17. * ? . ̂  

I ) "5 -



Systematic Zoology^and required "laboratory work in the examira tion or dissection of the 

various animal types." Hecognizing Biology as an independent science, he gave a coarse 

on "General Biology, as an introduction to the study of the facts, methods and principles 

[ of Biology, and preparatory to the other course^" A separate course of lectures in 

| Physiology and Hygiene was given toy M m and "prescribed for the young men in the Freshman 
[ 
C l a s s w h i l e "a separate but similar course" was given by Susan P . Stackhouse, M.D., to 

& 

the freshman women. 

Professor Dolley continued the courses in Geology and Mineralogy, the latter 

including " crystallography and descriptive mineralogy, with practice in determining miner-

als by their physical properties and by means of the blow-pipe." fwo courses in Botany 

were also given; and prftfl-Vicnd Drawing was required of "all students taking courses in 

Fatural History, if they are not already qualified injthat subject." 

In 1886-87, Dr* Dolley was promoted from assistant professor to professor of 

natural history, and was given an assistant in botany. He continued to give courses in 

general biology, zoology, botany, physiology and hygiene, fieolofy, and mineralogy. 

Of his course in general biology, he stated* "This course in life-science is 

Intended to lead students to an intelligent understanding of the phenomena of their own 

existence and of the living things about them. Besides its value as an element of general 

culture, the engendering of habits of close observation, neat handedness, and quick per-

ception, it will be found of special value to such as contemplate taking up the study of 

nedicine after completing their College course." 

The first y e a r ^ work in biology, he summarized as follows: "Manipulation of 

nicroscope; differences between living and lifeless bodies; difference between animals 

sad plants; elementary structure of living bodies; elementary chemistry of animals and 

plants; physiological functions of animals and plants; the biology of some particular 

plants, and of some particular animals." In the second year, he stressed practical studies 

in comparative osteology and the dissection of types of backboned animals, and laboratory 

•xercises on the embryological development of the chick. 



In his course in zoology. Dr. Dolley lectured on "various groups of animals, 

their classification, anatomy, development, distribution, and habits: vertebrates and 

invertebrates are considered in alternate years, thus carrying each class over the entire 

field; the lectures are illustrated by means of a large collection of colored charts 

and diagrams, and by specimens from the very complete set of skeletons, stuffed and pre-

1 

served anumals, shells and fossils." He repeated his statement of the previous year on 

mineralogy, adding that students of the subject would have access to the "Leidy Col-

lection of Minerals"; and he said of his lectures on geology that they were "illustrated 

by numerous charts and diagrams, and by specimens from the excellent collection of typical 
2 

rocks, minerals, and fossils." 

The year 1887-88 saw no change in the courses given, but of them as a whole, 

Dr. Dolley stated: "The subjects are so arranged throughout the four College years, that 

they form a graded course, admirably adapted to the purpose of training young men and 

young women in the right methods of thinking about and interpreting the problems con-

tinually presented to them by natural objects." The arrangement of these "graded" courses 

was gofaogy, Physiology and RYfiimg, general PtolOfir, MlBerftlQCT, geology. 

Thus it is seen that Biology was no longer regarded as introductory and pre-

paratory, but came fourth or fifth in the list as a climax to the study of animal and plant 

\<w|ja. 

life. The biological laboratory>J» praised as being "well lighted by windows on the 

north, heated by steam and supplied with all the appliances, microscopical and otherwise, 

needed for the work carried on; a conservatory and numerous small aquaria furnish a con-

stant supply of material for study, both in the course in Biology and in advanced Botany." 

Of Mineralogy and Geology. Dr. Dolley said: "Informal discussions of geological 

problems, and how to treat them, accompany the practical study of hand specimens in the 

laboratory. This is followed by tramps through neighboring quarries, railroad cuts, etc., 

hammer in hand, tinder the personal supervision of the Instructor." 196" 

1 - Supplementing the work of the class-room, he held a "Biological Seminary"; [cf. Cartoon 
in The Halcyon, 1899, p . 53C) 

2 - In 1887-88, he used Winchell«s "Geological Studies" as a text-book in this course. 



In 1888, Spencer Trotter, M.D., succeeded Dr. Dolley as -orofessor of natural 
1 

history, and lie continued the courses and catalogue statements of his predecessor. 

The title of Professor of natural History was changed, in 1891, to Professor of Biology 

and Geology, and Dr. Trotter retained this title until his retirement in 1928, In 

accordance with M s new title, he changed his courses, in 1892-95, placing the Slements 

of Biology first, and using as text-hook for it Orton's "Comparative ZoBlogy," Trotter's 

"Abstract of Zoftlogy", and a translation of Duchartre's "Slements de Botanique." Follow-

ing this came a "study of the animals and plants causing disease"; "morphology and 
n 

physiology "of a high form of animal, with Mivart's "The Cat" and Huxley and Youman's 

"Physiology" as- text-books; agricultural science; and Geology, with Leconte's "Slements" 

as a text-book. As "Independent Work", the "preparation and writing of a thesis on some 

3 
biological subject" was required. 

4 

In 1896, Dr. Trotter made the following appeal: "There is an increased number of 

students in Biology and an increasing interest shown in the work. In all of the classes 

a course of wide reading is pursued on the various subjects upon which the student is 

engaged and also discussion of the scientific problems of the day. Still we want more 

money and better facilities in every way. A new building with a Biological Laboratory 

on the ground floor and a perraanent endowment to carry on the work is one of the desirefi) 

things of the future. I would at all events suggest the endowment of a "Joseph Leidy 

Chair of Biology. 
f " - » 

It was not, alas, until forty-one years later that the Sdward Martin Biological 

Laboratory and Foundation splendidly realized Dr. Trotter's dreamr^The next year, Dr. 

Trotter reported^ "In zodlogy I have this year reached a high-water mark by being able to 

place in the hands of my Freshman class the broadest and most thoroughly satisfactory 

outline - as embodied in Hertwig's 'General Principles
1

 (1897). This latest work carries 

1 - As a text-book on Geology, he substituted Leconte's "Compend of Geology." 
2 - Dr. Trotter's use of the cat was satirized in The Halcyon of 1902, p . 150, by a 

pathetic poem entitled, "A Cat's Tale, Told by the Cat." ' 
3 - This part of the course in biology was satirized (at the expense of their fellow-student 

by the editors ox The Halcyon for 1390 (P.77),and for 1891,Jp. 83-34,with cartoon). 

4- Stockholders' Mimites, 189*, p . 3 S * * * 
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he student through the history of the subject, and presents the facts and problems 

ubstantially as they stand before the intellectual world to-day. 

"The college education is distinctively a liberal education. The cultivation of 

. broad outlook upon the world of life and human thought; a spirit of viewing things in 

heir proper relations and p e r s p e c t i v e ; a catholic interpretation of facts should consti-

ute this liberal education, and it is the business of Biology to acquaint each student 

ith those facts and problems which will help to a better understanding of human life." 

The arrangement of 1893-93 continued until 1898, with Colton's "Practical 

lottlogy", Foster ana Langley's "Practical Physiology", Huxley's "Anatomy of Vertebrated 

mimals", and Hartin and Moale's Hand-books of Vertebrate Dissection added as text-books. 

h 1893-9S, Profepsor Trotter re-arranged his courses under the title of Biology as 

'ollows: Slenents of Botany; Elements of Zo&logy (kingsley's and Hertwig's text-books, 

trotter's abstract); Mammalian and Human Anatomy and Physiology (Mivart's "Cat", Huxley's 

ind Foster's "Physiology", Jayne's and Gray's "Anatomy" ); Vertebrate Morphology (Huxley, 

Car tin and Moale) ; ITorraal Histology (microscopical study of animal tissues) ; iSmbryology 

[Foster and Balfour's "Elements of Umbryology" ) . f
>

 In 1898, also, (twenty-three years 
1 

after a similar experiment was made by the department of Chemistry), a Preparatory 

•ledical Course was introduced, with the following curriculum! 

1 - Cf. infra, p 



General Biology 96 hours Histology 72 hours 

Zoology 96 " Physiology 72 * 

Botany 96 " Physics 72
 H 

Mamnalian Anatomy . . . . . 96 " Chemistry 216 " 

Bnbryology . 4 8 " Human Anatomy 144 " 

Accompanyin^this, was the statement: "Those who complete the above, with other 

ork leading to the Bachelor's degree, will be granted, with their diplomas, certificates 

hich will admit them to the second year of the coarse in many of the leading lledical 

chools, including the following in Philadelphia: that of the University of Pennsylvania, 

he Jefferson Medical College, the Hahnemann Medical College." 

There was no announcement in the catalogue for 1899-00 of this course; but in 

hat of the next year, was the statement: "In the departments of Biology, Chemistry, and 

hysics, work is planned to prepare students for the study of medicine. Several leading 

edical Schools of Philadelphia and elsewhere will admit to the second year of their 

ourses students who, with their diplomas, present satisfactory certificates of undergrad-

ate work equivalent to the first year of the medical course. Students who desire to take 

^.vantage of this arrangement should confer with the professors in charge of the several 

science departments, not later than the end of their Sophomore year." 

Meanwhile, in 1899-00, Professor Trotter renewed the courses in Geology, Sani-

;ary Science and Hygiene, and these were continued to the end of the period, "Geology 

>eing considered in relation to Sanitary Science.*
1 

TM WSMSi 
The collections in the museum began with a statement of the board in its report 

:>f 1869, as follows: «fe have need of cases for minerals, birds and other specimens of 

Natural History, which we already own." The same report included a list of such speimens 

recently donated, among them "400 specimens of birds, quadrcpe&s and reptiles of Chester 

L - Stockholders' Minutes, 1869, p. 9-10. 
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ty, Pa., from Ezra Michener, M.D., and Edward Hoopes; specimens illustrative of /^thaol-

the stone age, from Mahlon Carver; Indian arrow head, dug on the grounds of -the 

age, from B» Franklin Hall; specimens, 51 genera (145 species) of shells from S.Baymond 

rts; collections of minerals from Jas. Collins, M.S., and Theodore Hand; parts of "hnrn
n

" 

Bton, Chinese opium pipe, etc., from Edward Parrish. * 

1 

The next year, the board reported that "a collection of Minerals, selected by 

assor Leidy, and paid for from funds contributed by Joseph Jeanes, only awaits, a place 

ssort and display it to be added to our Museum of Natural Objects. This Department 

tie College facilities is worthy of the liberality of its friends. It is designed to be 

lged in two collections, one illustrative of the principles of structure and classifica-

, and the other, showing, as «j$ar as practicable, all the minerals, plants and animals 

ae neighboring sections of country. - Thus'will the students be prevented from growing up 

gnoranee of the objects surrounding them throughout life, and many will be inspired with 

lcreased interest" in, and love for, the visible works'of the Creator." 

Dr. Leidy had become a menfcer of the faculty at this time, and it is seen that 

3gan at once to advocate the development of a museum which should serve as a laboratory 

lis department of Natural History. Following his selection of minerals as above re-

jd, the board issued the next year an appeal in behalf of the museum which was based on 

xtribution of $340 
.00 ("for cases for the Museum") by six members of the board and 

2 8 
issor Magill. In its report for that year (1871), the board said: "The establishment 

proper system for the continuous and orderly collection and arrangement of objects needed 

Llustrate these several branches of Natural History, has engaged the especial attention 

le Managers, and a Committee has recently been appointed to take charge of this subject. 

: labors not being completed^no^ formal report has been made, but they have decided to 
Ibid. 1870. p. 7. 
IbJ.d

f
 1871, p . 34. The six members of the board were: Hannah W.Haydock ($5); Jacob S. 

Bunting ($10); Lydia M. Stephens, Qldward H. Magill], and Edward H. Taylor ($25 each), 
Joseph Wharton ($50); and Wm. Canby Biddle ($100). 

Ibid. 1871, pp. 36-37. 
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:epare plans at once for show cases to occupy all those parts of the rooms on the fourth 

Loor of the central building which can properly be so appropriated, ffiiey propose that 

LI these cases shall be uniform in design, so as to form a sightly and convenient whole; 

tiat they shall be well made of black walnut; that a light gallery shall be constructed 

round the southern room at such a height as to divide suitably the space between floor and 

Biling, thus making all that space available; that the floor of the northern room shall 

e occupied by table show cases, while the floor of the southern room shall remain free for 

se as a lecture and instruction room for such classes as may need to handle the specimens 

elating to their special studies; and finally, that from time to time such parts of the 

ntire suite of cases first determined on shall be built as are needed for the exhibition 

f the specimens on hand, and as the funds provided will allow. 

"The committee also propose that no collection shall at any time be received 

nto the Museum on condition of keeping it unbroken and separate from other purchases or 

tontributions, since such condition would prevent the placing of objects in their proper 

ilaces, the filling out of series by supplying deficiencies, the throwing out of duplicates 

>r worthless specimens, and in short the complete organization of the entire collection 

.nto a systematic and orderly arrangement. 

"Dr. Joseph Leidy, our Professor of Natural History, who has had much experience 

In such matters, and is acquainted with most American collections, has lately visited Vassar 

College, at the request of the committee, to inspect the arrangement of case? and objects 

Ln the Museum there, and has prepared a plan, in accordance with the principles named above, 

vhich he thihks adapted to our use. Within a short time all will doubtless be in readiness 

to allow of the building of cases for at least those minerals and other specimens which 

have already been contributed by the generosity of several of our friends, among which we 

would particularly mention a valuable collection of fossils, by the heirs of our deceased 

friend, John Jackson, of Darby, Pa., and we would invite those who perceive the importance 

of a good Museum, to aid, by their contributions, in bringing ours, as speedily as possible, 

into a useful working condition." ^"jQ. 
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The board's Committee on Mujejs^m, including Joseph Wharton, John D. Hicks, 

ft Taylor, Rachel T. Jackson and Letitia S. Cadwallader, issued the following leaflet 

rtherance of its work: "The Friends of_Swarthmore College argjLnformed, through the 

1 report for 1872 [This date should be 187lJ^ that a systematic effort has been com-

d for the establishment of a MUSEUM to illustrate the various courses of instruction 

.TUBAL HISTORY. This movement has already reached the point of determining the general 

n and scope of the collection to be made, and of procuring plans and estimates for the 

ruction of cases and appurtenances for the preservation and display of these collections. 

"It is clear that to carry out the plans adopted will require an expenditure which 

it be met from the ordinary means of the College, and that a special fund must be raised 

,his purpose. The Importance of raising such a fixed must be apparent to every one who 

.ders that in the study of STATURAL HISTORY, the acquisition of clear and definite know-

> depends largely upon inspection of the objects themselves, and that no description, 

s, pictures, or other aids, can st^ply their place. 

"About $5000 will be required for the construction of all the cases which will 

lately be needed for the Museum, while for the purchase of collections a still larger 

aight be profitably expended. To receive the specimens already donated to the College, 

3 which will cost $700 are urgently and immediately needed. Many valuable specimens, 

Lcularly those of the Barnard collection, recently purchased by friends of the College, 

ionated to the Museum, are perishable, and will suffer damage unless suitable provision 

romptly made. 

"Thou art PARTICULARLY REQUESTED to give for this purpose whatever sum may be 

enient to thee, from $5.00 upwards, and to endeavor to interest any of thy friends who 

t contribute if thus invited. It is desirable that the subscription should be prompt,, 

rder that the work may not be delayed, and that it should be general, in order that 

persons rather than a few may feel interested in the Museum, as being in part their 

Reporting on the result of this appeal, in ;872, the board said:
1

 H ̂  earnest 

s. 



.1 for aid to increase our collection of specimens illustrative of the several "branches 

this subject, has met with a generous response. The amount raised by this appeal, 

rut twelve hundred dollars, has "been expended during the year in the construction of 

ies for the reception of the specimens on hand, and those which have been purchased to 

: to the collection. More cases are now needed to contain specimens not yet arranged 

• want of room. These will "be constructed as soon as funds are contributed for this pur-

>e. The contribution of two thousand dollars would enable us to put the Cabinet, for 

s present, in very good working condition, and it is hoped that friends will contribute 

.e sum for that object during the present year. Those who contemplate making donations 

• the Museum are invited to examine the present condition of the Cabinet, and the plans 

.ch have been proposed by the Committee for its further development. It may be made one 

the most interesting and valuable features of the Institution, and it should not be 

Lowed to languish for want of means." 

"Valuable additions to the mineralogical cabinet and a fine collection of native 

L foreign shells" were reported next year by the board, with the statement:*" "It is now 

ifidently believed that this department will, in a few years, be amply supplied, through 

3 liberality of interested friends, and that it will prove, not a mere museum of curiosities, 

b a museua in the true and original sense, - a place of study: the study of nature in 

p various forms." 

In 1874, besides reporting an increase in the collection of shells, the board 

2 
ated: "A work-room for the Museum has recently been fitted -up, furnished with shelves 

ad drawers, and supplied with water and other conveniences for preparing the specimens 
3 

Natural History." The next year, the proud belief was expressed: "It is believed that 

ere are few if any collections in the country, of the same size, so eminently practical, 

e object from the first having been so to select and arrange the specimens deposited as 

st to furnish the means of illustration in all the departments of Natural History, and 

- IbTdT 1873. p. 50. — 

- Ibid. 1874, pp. 48-49. 
- Ibid. 1875, p . 48 
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to make it a mere collection of curiosities." 

The department of engineering vacated the rooms adjoining the museum, in 1876, 

. additional museum cases were installed in them, in preparation for further increases 

1 2 
the collections. These were reported "by the "board in 1877, as follows: «The museum 

.tains specimens fairly representing all classes of the Animal Kingdom, mainly American, 

. of a familiar character, which are considered best for the purposes of instruction. 

i collection contains most of the mammals of our vicinity; about 1000 birds from the 

gjiboring counties; and collections of reptiles, amphibians and fishes, mainly also from 

i neighborhood. The other sub-kingdoms of mollusks, articulates, radiates and protozoons 

> well represented. Besides the Zoological department, the Museum contains upward of 

K) well selected minerals, rocks and fossils, well adapted for instruction in Mineralogy 

, Geology." 

The catalogue of 1879-80 made its first announcement of the realization of this 

>am of the founders, under the heading of "The Museum", with the statement: "The Museum 

the College, intended to illustrate the course of instruction in Natural History, consists 

collections in the departments of Mineralogy, Conchology, Botany and Zoology. It contains 

ihoice collection of minerals, and a fair collection of shells, rocks and fossils. The 

>logical Cabinet is supplied with characteristic specimens illustrative of most of the 

isses and orders of animals, and mainly by exaiqples from our own country. The Cabinet thus 

itains a good collection of our native birds, the smaller mammals, many reptiles, a few 

shes, numerous mollusks and insects, and a few specimens of nearly all the orders of 

irertebrates." 

The last encomium of this first museum occurs ixjthe board's report of 1880, in 

Lch it w$s stated that "to receive the specimens of rocks and minerals belonging to the 

fferent Geological periods, four new alcoves have been filled with cases, which relieve 

B shelves of those previously arranged, and provide ample room for future contributions. 
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it, alas, the entire museum was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1881. In connection with 

Is dire event^here is the legend that when Dr. Leidy started to walk up from the railroad 

ation to Parrish Hall the morning after the fire, having been summoned from his home in 

iladelphia by the sad news, he looked up towards the top of the building where his cher-

hed collections had been so painfully gathered, and when he saw its blackened walls support-

g only the huge water-tank which had poured out its contents in vain, he exclaimed: "Ten 

1 
ars of my life gonei". 

But Dr. Leidy was by no means discouraged, and he at once began to restore the 

llections and devoted himself whole-heartedly to the task during the last four years Of 

s active professorship. Even after he retired as emeritus professor in 1885, he remained 

rator of the museum until his death in 1891. 

With the announcement of the Fire, the catalogue of 1881-82 stated that "under 

e direction of the Curator, Dr. Joseph Leidy, aided by the generosity of interested 

lends, steps are being taken to replace the collections as rapidly as possible,
B

 With 

e rebuilding of Parrish Hall, the museum was given "the entire fourth floor of the center 

ilding." Numerous contributors (including Joseph and Anna T. Jeanes) donated money and 
v & ^ f . / i K I 

feerials; j«>J^By 1884-85, Dr. Leidy was able to announce that "the Museum of the College 

nsists of a cabinet of choice crystalized minerals, and characteristic rocks and ores, 

d a collection of preserved specimens of animals of all classes, together with magnified 

d colored drawings selected from the best authorities, fully illustrating the course of 

ctures on Zoology, Comparative Anatomy, and Physiology." 

The next year, he announced that "a Biological Laboratory has been opened in 

nnection with the Museum, supplied with microscopes and other apparatus necessary for 

rrying on Biological work." He himself contributed what was called in his honor the 
- The Halcvon. 1901. p . 14.* 

tl similar' stoJry is told of Dr. David Starr Jordan and the destruction by fire of his 
first great collection of fishes. 

A 
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tiie "board reported in 1883 that "since the fire which destroyed the "building of Swarthmore 

Lege in the Autumn of 1881, including the total destruction of our valuable museum of 

iral History, the College has been so fortunate as to receive a number of important con-

ditions towards a new museum. During the last scholastic year most of the collections 

jived nave been displayed in appropriate cases, and the whole will be arranged in order 

properly labelled, as means and time will allow. The chief collections contributed to 

new museum are as follows!*^ 

^ collection of about two thousand crystallized and otherwise characteristic 

srals, together with geological specimens of rocks and ores. The greater part of these 

obtained through means supplied by Joseph Jeanes, while other portions were presented by 

.iam S. Vaux, Prof. P. A, Gtenth, C. S. Bement and John Hartmaru^^ 

A collection of mounted skeletons, togetrer with striking specimens representing 

cnief classes and orders of animals, recent and fossil, from the establishment of Prof. 

., Hochester, U.Y. This collection was purchased by the College, and partly through 

is furnished for the purpose by Joseph and Anna T. Jeaneju-^ 

*She Garrett collection of American birds and mammals, comprising upwards of eight 

.red specimens, purchased by the College.-^ 

collection of choice specimens of birds from Florida, presented by Joseph 

ox and Edward Farnumg^\ 

*Anexcellent collection of about two thousand species of shells, accurately named, 

en from the cabinet of the late C. P. Parker, formerly Curator of the Academy of 

ral Sciences, Philadelphia. This was presented to the College through means furnished 

oseph Jeanes.yi 

<A collection of one hundred and seventy-five drawings and charts, mostly magni-

and colored illustrations, selected from the best authorities. These were furnished at 

expense of the College^ 

* (The Professor of ITatural History takes this opportunity of congratulating the ^ 



Lege and its friends on its success in obtaining so rich and useful contributions to 

Museum in so short a tirae. A moderate amount of means, say about $2,500, would render 

Museum practically complete for its purposes of instruction." 
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foseph Leidy Collection of Minerals, this "being "the result of thirty years of discrim-

inative collecting "by its founder". It was placed in four large double cases and consisted 

(^exceedingly choice cabinet specimens of crystallized minerals, characteristic rocks and 

•res, and transparent and opaque models of the various systems of crystallization." 

By this time, also, the museum possessed (besides this collection of minerals 

md the Eckfeldt Herbarium) a collection of Comparative Osteology, "consisting of a large 

leries of partial and con^lete skeletons prepared at Prof. Henry Ward's Natural History 

Establishment in Rochester, N.Y., and illustrating the structure of the framework of back-

>oned animals"; the Wilcox and Farnum Collection of Birds, comprising "four large double 

saees of stuffed specimens of native and foreign birds, nearly all the species visiting 

;his State being represented; the Frederick Kohl Ethnological Collection, consisting of 

'two cases of Indian implements, weapons, clothing, etc., mostly from Alaska"; the 

F. Parker Collection of Shells, "made up of six large cases of choice typical land, 

fresh-water, and marine shells, selected by the Curator from the extensive collection of 

the late C. F. Parker, for^many years the Curator in charge of the Academy of Natural 

Sciences of Philadelphia"; the Robert R. Corson Collection of Stalactites. Stalagmites.and 

|elictites. "from the celebrated Luray Caverns, illustrating the limestone formations which 

render these caverns the second in magnificence in the world." 

Besides these seven named collections, there was "a large and constantly in-

creasing collection of stuffed and alcoholic specimens of vertebrates and invertebrates 

(including the U. S. Fish Commission's Educational Collection) of dissected specimens for 
s 

iemonstration in the lectures on Physiology and Hygiene, glass and papier-mache models of 

Invertebrates and of special points in ^egetal and animal morphology, besides some three 

hundred classified diagrams and finely colored charts illustrating every branch of natural 

history." 

n It was so comprehensive that Dr. Leidy stated tit "rendered needless further additions 
to this branch." A 
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In 1889-90, "much instructive material and a number of interesting specimens" 

re received, these including "a valuable series of bird-skins, the collection of the late 

lliam L. Collins, skins of the Bay Lynx and the Mink, a fine series of Brook Trout, a 

nber of North American snakes, several skeletons and other objects for study and demon-

ration." It was announced at the same time that, "through the kindness of the Managers 

the Pennsylvania Hospital, the carcass of an adult female gorilla captured in the Gaboon 

untry. West Africa, some years since, has been placed at the disposal of the professor 

Natural History for dissection and demonstration." 

Despite this rapid increase in the collections of the museum, Dr. Leidy insisted 

at it was strictly for teaching purposes, "the specimens from its cases being in constant 

e in the lectures and laboratories in Natural History", and that its steady growth was 

lways in the direction of rendering more perfect the means of illustrating the different 

partments of natural history, and with no intention of making it a collection of curiosities 

miscellaneous articles, however interesting they may be in their way." 

On Dr. Leidy
1

 s death, his successors iii|bhe professorship of biology and geology 

came the curators of the museum and continued to make much use of its collections; they 

creased these to some extent, but did not start any hew divisions. 

A gift to the museum in 1897 recalled earlier gifts by the same donor; this was 

a collection of sea mosses - algae - more than 300 specimens, gathered and arranged at 

agnolia, Massachusetts, during the summers of 1874-76, by Bachel T. Jackson, and presented 
1 

y her daughter, Lydia Jacksoii." 

- Ibid, 1897, p . 35. 



CHEMISTRY 

" 1 " 

The professorship of chemistry and physics - or of chemistry and natural 

icience, as it was also called in the first catalogue - was undertaken by President Parrish. 

[is statement of the proposed course was as followst "As a preparation for the systematic 

itudy of Chemistry, which is prominent both as a required and elective study in the collegiate 

iourse, a series of descriptive and experimental lectures upon "common things" is given to 

•he several classes in the Preparatory Department. In these lectures many of the leading 

:onstituents of the earth's crust and the vegetable productions used as food and in the arts, 

uxl the products manufactured from them, are exhinited and described. In the College 

rlasses Chemistry and Physics are taught orally, by text-books, and by practice in the 

.aboratory, the aim being to secure thoroughness and completeness instead of the superficial 

mowledge of these subjects which too often passes current." 

In keeping with this promise, a course in the elements of inorganic chemistry 

ras prescribed for the freshman class, with practical chemistry (laboratory exercises, and 

synthesis) as an elective; inorganic chemistry prescribed for the sophomore class, with 

sractical chemistry (qualitative analysis) as an elective; inorganic and elements of 

irganic prescribed for the junior class, with practical chemistry (quantitative analysis) 

is an elective; and organic prescribed for the senior class, with practical chemistry 

[organic analysis, and applied chemistry) as an elective. 

In the first half of 1870-71, Dr. Parrish continued his courses on Theoretical 

Chemistry ("by Text-books and Lectures") and Practical Chemistry ("in the Laboratory"). 

Jhe text-books listed, were Youman'6 New, Roscoe's Elementary, Cooley's, Elliot and Storer's 

Cnorganic, Craft's and Eliot and Storer's Qualitative Analysis, H . B. Nason's Table of 

teafctions for Qualitative Analysis. 

Thomas W. Lamb, A.M., M.D., succeeding Dr. Parrish as professor of chemistry 

m d physiology in 1871-72, planned his courses as followsj 

1. Simple manipulations and synthesis: specific gravity; solutions; precipitates; 

preparing crystals (by fusion, evaporation and sublimation), distilled water, colored flames, 
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inks, tinctures and essences; photographic impressions; electroplating; use of blow-pipe; 

tests. 

2. Elements of inorganic chemistry (text-books and laboratory). 

3. Chemical physics and elements of organic chemistry; preparing re-agents for 

qualitative analysis. 

4. Qualitative analysis, in the humid and dry way, of thirty aqueous or acid solu-

tions of simple salts; thirty dry substances, containing one acid and one base, by the 

blow-pipe; four to ten solutions with three to six bases, in different groups; four to 

ten solutions with four bases, in the same group; ten dry substances with three to six 

bases, and acids; examination of minerals; spectral analysis, with the use of the 

spectroscope and microscope. Quantitative analysis, in the gravimetric or volumetric 

way, of I iron, common salt, acetate of lead, arsenious acid, sulphate of copper, phosphate 

of soda, sulphide of mercury, sulphate of lime, brass, and other substances. 

The additional text-books used in Dr. Lamb's courses were Barker's Chemistry, 

IRJhler's mineral analysis, Elderhorst's blow-pipe analysis, and Roscoe's spectral analysis. 
1 

The board reported, in 1871, that "the course in Chemistry is taught both by 

text-books and lectures illustrated by experiments. Additional facilities have been pro-

vided in the Laboratory for students wishing to make a special study of Practical Chemistry. 

Ifeny students, both in the College and Preparatory School, are availing themselves of these 

privileges, and a constantly increasing interest is manifested in this important department." 

Dr. Lamb's place was taken in 1872-73 by Samuel S. Green, B.S., who was appointed 

Instructor in£hysics and Chemistry, and of w h o a n d his work in chemistry the board reported . 
2 r 

as follows* "The department of Chemistry has been placed under the cnarge of a graduate of 

the Sheffield Scientific School, of Yale College, and late assistant in the Laboratory of 

L - Stockholders' Min&tes, 1871, p. 38. 

2

 ~ 1872, p. 38. 

^ Caw) * 
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bhe same, who brings to his chosen professor a thorough knowledge of the science in its 

Latest developments; ahd provision w i n at once be made for a complete scientific training 

In this increasingly important branch of study. To this end not less than five hundred 

iollars should be expended during the coming year to supply additional apparatus, 

and much needed books of reference. In the arrangement of study proposed, the students in 

joth the Classical and the Scientific Courses will be required to pursue the study of 

Chemistry during their Sophomore year, and this will, also be required of the students in 

;he Scientific department during the remaining two years of their course." 

The next year, Frederick S. Curtis, Ph.B., was appointed Assistant Professor of 

Chemistry; and in 1875 to 1878, that position was held by ELlas H. Bartley, B.S. The 

courses were continued in elementary chemistry, chemical physics, and manipulations; 

qualitative, blow-pipe, spectrum, and quantitative analysis; special applications, and 

assaying. The new text-books introduced were Wilson's inorganic chemistry; Johnson's 

Fresenius and Thorpe, in qualitative analysis; Johnson's Fresenius in quantitative 

analysis; Sutton's volumetric analysis; Miller and Johnson in organic analysis; Crookes' 

Select Methods^, and Wagner,in chemical analysis and technology; Kirchhoff's Researches, 

Secchi's Le Soleil, Scheller, Roscoe, Grandeau, Lockyer, and Huggins, in spectrum analysis; 

S 

ISfflhler̂  ELderhorst (revised), Nason and Chandler, in blow-pipe analysi^ and determinative 

mineralogy; Mitchell, Crookes, Bloxham, and Percy in assaying and metallurgy. 

Assistant Professor Bartley offered (in 1875-76) the following justification 

for the teaching of chemistry! "The Chemical Course comprises four years, and is intended 

to prepare students to fill positions as teachers or analytical chemists, and to provide 

such a general knowledge of chemical science and its applications to the arts, for those 

who wish to take up the special problems of technical chemistry, as will afford a good basis 

for their subsequent investigations." 

By this time, too, Professor Bartley was able to announce that "the laboratory 

has been fitted up in the most approved manner to accommodate twenty-four studens at a 

time, each desk being provided with running water, gas, and sink. The Laboratory is 

X! i. 
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heated by steam, and furnished with hoods, sand, steam and air baths, furnaces, balance^ 

spectroscopes, etc., suitable for carrying on all ordinary laboratory work. Students 

will be charged only for chemicals and apparatus actually used up; no charge is made 

for gas." 

Professor Bartley also announced that "a partial course in medical chemistry has 

been arranged as an elective for the benefit of those who intend to study medicine 

or pharmacy after graduation"j and that "the department is also open to those students, 

of maturer age, whosfe time is limited, and who wish to prepare themselves for positions 

requiring a knowledge of Chemistry." A n & X t had already been stated (in 1873-74) that 

"the Degree of M.S. will be given, three years after graduation, to all Bachelors of 

Science of the Chemical Course^who shall have engaged, during that period, in professional 

or scientific studies, and who shall present an acceptable thesis upon subjects pertaining 

to Chemistry or Physics." 
2 

Reporting on the work under Professor Bartley in 1876, the board stated! 

"It will be observed that in the Junior Class three students are pursuing the Chemical 

Course, leading to the degree of Bachelor of Science in Physics and Chemistry. This is 

the first time since the organization of the College that any of the students, upon reach-

ing their Junior year, have chosen this branch of the Scientific Course, and it is a 

source of much encouragement to that department, which is now well organized, furnished 

with excellent facilities for laboratory 

work, and under efficient management. A course 

in medical chemistry has also been established for the benefit of those hereafter to 

pursue the study of medicine. One member of the Classical Department of the Junior Class 

has already entered upon this, and others will doubtless follow his example. There 

are also several students pursuing an advanced elective course in chemistry, in addition 

to the required studies of their regular course. As it has already been the wish of a 

large number of the friends of the College, as well as the cherished hope of the first 

president, that the Chemical Department should be made a prominent and important part of 
1 - This was changed in 1879-80 to include "all Bachelors of Science", and a thesis upon 
"some scientific subject". 

2 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1876, p. 46. "2 I Z<. . 



our worlc, this information will doubtless be a source of great satisfaction to the stock-

holders. Chemistry is required of the sixty members of Class A, of the Preparatory 

School, including both the Classical and Scientific sections, and some apparatus has 

been procured, in addition to the supply already on hand, for the ftiller illustration 

of this important subject." 
1 

The next year, the board reported! "The instruction given in this study is 

divided into Theoretical and Practical. Theoretical instruction is given by illustrated 

lectures to Class A, of the Preparatory School, and in the College, to the Scientific 

Section of the Freshman Class, and the Classical Section of the Junior Class. The 

practical part of the instruction is required of the Scientific Section in the Sophomore 

year, and may be elected by the Classical students in the Junior and Senior Classes. The 

special course in Chemistry occupies the Junior and Senior years, and we shall this year 

graduate the first class in this course since the opening of the College. A considerable 

amount of new apparatus has been added during the past year, thus increasing the facilities 

for both class illustration and laboratory instruction. The number of students from 

other courses T&O elect advanced instruction in this study is increasing every year. 

This year, for the first time, the Laboratory has as many students as the present arrange-

ments will accommodate. This, together with the character of the work done, gives us the 

feeling that the department is assuming, more than ever before, its due importance as 

a permanent and efficient department of the College. 

"In addition to the partial course in Medical Chemistry, mentioned last year, we 

are now trying the experiment of introducing a brief course of instruction in the Chemistry 

of substances and processes met with in every day life. This course was undertaken at 

the request of a few students, and is chiefly practical or laboratory instruction.^^ 

IThe greatest present need of the Chemical department is a commodious lecture room, 

as most of the lectures are now giv^n in the Laboratory. " 

Samuel S. Green, M.S., who had been instructor in physics and chemistry in 1872-73 

1 - Ibid, 1877, p. 51» ; 
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(and since that time had been instructor, assistant professor, and professor of physics), 

became professor of physics and chemistry in 1878 and filled that chair until 1386. He 

made the following summary of the courses in chemistryj Lectures on inorganic chemistry and 

some of the more important of the carbon compounds; qualitative chemical analysis; determina-

tive mineralogy; chemical philosophy (Cooke's); organic chemistry (Pinner's Organische 

Chemie); chemical technology (Wagner's); and quantitative chemical analysis. This last 

course covered two years, and included gravimetric, volumetric, water, and organic 

analyses, the analysis of minerals, ores, soils, fertilizers and commercial products, 
1 

and assaying. 

Besides these regular courses, he offered, "for the benefit of those intend-

ing to teach, an opportunity to perform a series of experiments suitable to illustrate 

elementary instruction ln Chemistry.'' And for those who intended to study medicine 

or pharmacy after graduation, he "modified the work so as to include the elements of 

Medical Chemistry", advising such students that the "guslar scientific course, with its 

two years of Latin and three years of Chemistry, is especially recommended." As for books 

of reference, he stated that, "besides the scientific books in the College Library, about 

one hundred volumes of standard works on Chemistry and Physics are constantly accessible 

to students in this department." 

In 1881, the Great Fire destroyed the old chemical laboratory; and the board 
2 

reported that yeari "In the department of Physics and Chemistry regular instruction is 

given as heretofore, but the practical work is necessarily suspended for the greater part 

of the present year, in consequence of the destruction of the Laboratory and Apparatus 

The students who would regularly engage in this work have modified their courses, taking • 

other studies until the new laboratories shall be ready, after which a greater proportion 

of time will be allowed them to make up the work now omitted. The abundant space which we 

shall hereafter have for Practical Work in this department will enable us to extend its 

advantages to a larger number of students." 

1 - Professor Green had studied in Germany during 1876-77J thereafter he advised his 
students in quantitative chemical analysis to procure a reading knowledge of German. 

2 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1881, p. 16. 
R 4 A -
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The next year was built a new "Science Hall"J which provided, Professor Green 

bated, three laboratories for general chemistry (one for begin^jSag^ one for tipper class-

in, one for the professor), three more for qualitative and quantitative analysis, and 

ssaying and metallurgy; also a balance-room, store-rooms, chemical library, etc. 

In 1885-86, Professor Green reduced his courses in chemistry to four; lectures on 

ineral chemistry, laboratory exercises with Hemsen's "Organic Chemistry" as a text-book 

wo years), and an advanced course in special subjects assigned to individual students, 

te courses for teachers and pre-medical students were also given up; and the next year, 

ofessor Green again became professor of physics only, and confined his work to that sub-

ct, while Albert G. Palmer, Ph.D., became "assistant professor in charge of chemistry." 

e two years of Dr. Palmer's work (1885-87) were devoted to elementary chemistry (Eoscoe's), 

alytical chemistry and Hemsen's "Compounds of Carbon", qualitative and quantitative 

alysis (Beilstein's qualitative and ffresenius' quantitative), and modern chemical 

eories (Hemsen's). 

William Cathcart Day, professor of chemistry and physics, 1887-88, and professor 

X-

chemistry, 1888-1901, made the following introductory statement: "The course of instruc-

on in this subject extemds over a period of three years, and aims to impart a thorough 

ierstanding of the most essential facts and principles of the science, while special atten-

:>n is given to the cultivation of systematic habits of manipulation, so that, besides 

ssessing value as part of a liberal education, it forms a foundation for such pursuits in 

Te as require this knowledge." A few years later, he added the statement: "The completion 

this course will enable the graduate to enter at once upon a university career as candi-

te for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy; to enter upon professional work as analytical 

technical chemist; or to engage in teaching chemistry in a fully equipped secondary or 

Liege preparatory school," 

The three courses included elementary chemistry (non-metals and metals; Hemsen); 

ilytical chemistry, followed by the chemistry of the compounds of carbon (P.emsen), qaalita-

re (Beilstein and Medicus) and quantitative (Fresenius) analysis; modern chemical theories 
* f 
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imsen), quantitative analysis, and a few exercises in important typical organic transforma-

>ns. f̂ The text-hooks which^jp^a^Led later included Greene and Keller's elementary; 

.toot's quantitative for beginners, Fresenius for advanced students; Ostwald (Walker's 

mslation) on modern theories,^. 

^ — 

<Of the use of these text-books, Dr„ Da^said; "Prom the beginning the student is 

aught to regard the text-book as an aid to the comprehension of phenomena and general 

Lnciples in the science, and as subordinate to actual laboratory contact with substances 

i the direct study of their changes. The thing itself and not the word representing it must 

m iM mental picture," ^ 
At some time during the year," he added, "each student of every class is expected 

prepare from crude materials a number of pure substances, specimens of which will be preser-

d in the laboratory as contributions to a "Chemical Museum.
1

 This work is going on with 

couraging results. The equipment of the laboratory is now quite satisfactory, and fully 

ual to the demands of college work." 

Dr. Day also provided for advanced work by individual students, "with every facil-

£ 
y for carrying it on." The lecture-room in the laboratory, he said, "has a seating capa-

ty of one hundred, and is furnished with water, gas, fume-closets, and abundant apparatus 

ir lecture purposes, including a nearly complete set of the apparatus devised by Dr. 

ifman^of Berlin." "For lecture illustration," he continued, "there is an excellent collec-

.on of the metals and their salts, and a cabinet of minerals (deposited by Hugh Foulke); 

1 addition to these, there has recently arrived from C. F. Kahlbaum, of Berlin, a complete 

it of typical preparations for use in the course in Organic Chemistry. Laboratory 

ipplies are in great part important duty free from Germany, and are in all cases selected 

Lth reference to use in the most modern methods of analysis or of experimental demonstrat-

ion in the lecture room and laboratory. The balances in use are of the best Troemmer 

attern, and from the very beginning the student in quantitative analysis is allowed to use 

aly the most exact instruments for weighing, thus cultivating from the start the delicacy 
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The {pretended) student reaction to this genuine scientist and his science is 

Llustrated by a set of questions, and corollary instructions, issued by The Halcyon., 

long these are the following: 

What is an explosion? 

(Prof. - 'Keep your eyes strictly on the paper before you'). 

Give a full description of a test tube, its uses, etc., illustrating the whole 

Lth free-hand drawings. 

^ - — ( P r o f . - 'Do not, on any occasion, disfigure the desks with your knives!). 

In 1889-94, Dr. Day had an assistant and w^s able to give an additional course to 
/ 

iae senior class, which, he said, "consists largely of laboratory work. A few special 

objects are given to each student, with the understanding that he is to fulfil the practical 

ad theoretical requirements of these subjects in a complete, exhaustive, and scholarly 

anner. Such work will involve the study of technical works, and a number of the current 

hemical journals. Meetings will occasionally be held for the consideration of important 

esearches, as they appear from time to time in the journals." 

The "Depression" of 1893-97 deprived Dr. Day of his assistant, but he carried on 

is courses as before until his health broke in 1899; an assistant was given him that year, 

ad a year's leave of absence the next; but he was obliged to retire permanently at the end 

f 1900-01, and an assistant professor was appointed as a ten$>orary successor, 
2 

Reporting on his work in 1895, Dr. Day said: "It has been my aim ever since 

oming to Swarthmore to make the standard of work done by students fully as high as that of 

ny of our first-class colleges. This object has necessitated an annual raising of the re-

tirements up to the beginning of last year, when I felt that they were in each college class 

.s high as they should be. This result means that I now regard such graduates as have taken 

he full four-years course well qualified to enter the leading universities as candidates 

SbicL 1895, p. 29 
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r the Doctor's or Master's degree, or to take up professional work as chemists in salaried 

sitions, usually, however, in subordinate capacities, such, for example,as assistant 

smist in a technical laboratory. That this claim is a fair one the history of some of 

r graduates for the past few years will show. 

"Laboratory Space and Facilities. - The laboratory contains forty-eight working 

a.ces. To accommodate the number on hand requires doubling up in the case of Sophomores 

i Freshmen, who occupy the same places at different times. At present, however, the 

riber is too great for accommodation in this way, and an additional room is urgently needed, 

is need could be filled by fitting up the old draughting room, at present unused, as a 

antitative laboratory. A new balance, embodying the latest improvements, has recently 

en purchased, and is now in daily use, A complete set of journals (Serichte der deutschen 

emischen Gesellschaft) has also been secured, and most of the volumes are now on the 

elves, and the remainder will sojjn join them.' 
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PHYSIOS 

The first catalogue stated, tuider the heading Physics and Chemistry, that, "as 

l: 
srainlary to the scientific study of all the forces of nature, the science of weighing and 
K

 ' a 

isuring and the elements of mecl^aics are taught in the Preparatory Department. In the 

.lege classes Chemistry and Physics are taught orally, "by text-hooks, and "by practice in 

i laboratory, the aim "being to secure thoroughness and completeness instead of the super-

:ial knowledge of these subjects which too often passes current." Physics was not taught 

the first freshman class, hut "Mechanics" was promised to the sophomores, the phenomena 

light, heat and electricity to the juniors, and the correlation of forces and analytical 

:hanics to the seniors. 

In 1870-71 ,-^one Teacher of Physics and Mechanical Drawing and two Teachers of 
ycL^ (T/LUjrvrjJr^ 

imistry and Natural Philosophy \is taught "both by Text-books and Lectures," with Cooley's 

;ural Philosophy as a text. The next year, a Teacher of Physics and Civil Engineering 

: appointed, and courses in physics were offered as elective in all four classes. 

Arthur Beardsley, C.E., was appointed in 1872 Professor of Applied Mathematics 

L Physics, with an instructor in physics, and courses in physics were required in the 

ishman class and in the scientific and engineering courses in the sophomore, junior and 

dor classes. General physics; acoustics, optics, heat, electricity; thermo-dynamics and 

>ctro-dynamics, were the courses offered. The text-book used was Atkinson's Ganot. 

In 1874, Professor Beardsley became Professor of Mechanics and Engineering, and left 

; courses in physics to^Samuel S. ̂ Green, !jsfi> Hill's Stewart was now used as a text-

>k in general physics, and acoustics, optics, heat and electricity were taught by lectures, 

.th the intention of stqpplementing this instruction by Laboratory Practice as soon as a 

>m suitable for the purpose can be provided. physical laboratory was appealed for by 
1 

i board in its report of 1875, as follows: "The attention of the Stockholders is directed 

the increasing need of the College in the Department of Physics. It will doubtless be 

lembered that this subject has claimed attention in several of our previous reports. A 

• Stockholders' Minutes, 1875, p . 46. 
M I 
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ysical Laboratory and a Work Shop have been in contemplation from the beginning. A 

aporary change in the gymnasium, now being effected, will supply this need until proper 

cL permanent provision can be made. A large and increasing number of our students are 

rning their attention to a preparation for scientific and industrial pursuits. To meet 

e wants of this department, a separate building will be required, fully eq.uipped with all 

e modern appliances for the pursuit of scientific studies and original investigations." 

Assistant Professor Qreen spent a year's leave of absence in Germany in 1876-77, 
1 

d returned to Swarthmore as professor of physics. He now gave an elementary course in 

e mechanics of solids, liquids and gases, followed by lectures on sound and heat, light, 

ectricity and magnetism, and a laboratory course in mechanical and physical measurements 

He was very desirous of developing the work in a laboratory, and the board called 
2 

tention to this need in its report of 1877, as follows:^ "Physics is taught by illustrated 

ctures to Class A of the Preparatory School and, in the College, to the entire Sophomore 

ass and the Scientific Section of the Junior Class. It is intended this year to introduce 

short course of instruction in physical manipulation, or work in the Physical Laboratory, 

, connection with the lectures to the Junior Class. The need of instruction in the con-

ruction and use of physical apparatus has long been felt, and it has been deferred mainly 

ir want of means to procure the necessary apparatus for this purpose." 

3 /yet 

Two years later, it waa reported: "We have notlbeen able to open the Physical 

iboratory, which the Managers have so long had in contemplation. When this want is supplied 

i can offer our students in Physics an opportunity to perform experiments and teach them 

>w to conduct investigations for themselves. Taught in this way the various branches of 

;ience may be made valuable means of culture and discipline, while the practical bearing of 

ich work must commend itself in an especial manner to a people who have always discouraged 

ie purely ornamental in education." 

- The next year and until 1886, he was professor of chemistry also. 
- Stockholders' Minutes, 1877, p . 51. 

- Ibid. 1879,pp. 48*. j^d , 

' ' ('a. C^' * 
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"Occupations which were formerly hut trades, depending mainly on manual skill, 

1 requiring only a small amount of mental exertion, have now risen to the importance of 

jfessions, based upon some "branch of science, the knowledge of which is necessary to their 

jhest and most successful pursuit. To furnish the prearation required for the successful 

ictice of these new professions, special schools and scientific courses of study have been 

tablished. In this work, Friends, by right of inheritance, have a peculiar interest, they 

ring been ever among the foremost in advancing the application of the sciences to indus-

trial pursuits. The first person who used coal in the manufacture of iron, (Abraham Darby) ; 

e first who replaced wooden rails by iron ones, (Hichard Reynolds); the first designer 

i builder of an iron bridge, (Abraham Darby, Jr.); and the inventor of cast steel, 

enjamin Huntsman), were all Friends." 

CjfT wasrepor ted this year also that there was being constructed "by students in 

r own shop, a dynamo-electric machine and other apparatus"; and that "one of Troemner's 

1 " JL f '' srP tf O 

st balances* had been procured. TP. A h ^ ^ Z Cn^y
4

" I . /
 t

 . . • i 

As- idU T ^ b - ^ ^ ^ f f ^ L U ^ ' 

^
/ W t M r

H a l l
?

w a s finally-erected^4a 18Q3» and part of it ja/pfiy s ical 

boratorfv^wiei. was "provided with apparatus for determinations in the mechanics of solids 

d fluids, in heat, sound, light, electricity and magnetism; and also with a large amount 

fine apparatus for lecture experiments, which has been selected with care from the best 

erican and foreign makers. Power for running dynamos and for other purposes can be fur-

shed from the college shops near at hand, which also afford facilities for the prompt 

epair and construction of apparatus." 

When Professor Green retired in 1887, Dr. William C. Day became professor of chert-

try and physics for one year, during which time Dr. C. H. Eoyl took "special charge of 

ie department of Physics, leaving the Chemistry for Dr. Day." Dr. Eoyl, like Dr. Day, was 

Ph. D. of Johns Hopkins; and thej^eport states? lOfcs special studies in Physics, and his 

iperience as an Electrical Engineer in the City of Washington have fitted him well for the 
- For the period of the Great Fire, cf. supra, p . 

887. p . 15. ^ 



ork. In connection with his work in Physics, he will open for the more advanced, students 

special department of Electrical Engineering. There is a large and constantly inc-

reasing demand for students of Science in this attractive field." 

Dr. Koyl himself presented, in 1888, the following statement: I thought it des-

rable to change the method of using the text-hook for study, and apparatus for illustrat-

ion and proof, to that of using apparatus for the discovery of Physical Laws, and the 

ext-boolc rather for reference and as a means of amplifying the knowledge gained in the 

est of schools - that of experience. I have, therefore, endeavored to introduce what are 

nown as laboratory methods, to which text-books are supplementary, and thus place the 

ork more nearly on a par with that of the already efficient departments of Chemistry and 

— ^ implied the creation of a shop in which students may extensively duplicate 

;he simpler kinds of apparatus, at the same time gaining habits of industry and much 

raluable knowledge, and fitting the laboratory with working materials. . . The applications 

she subject is beginning to form one of the most prominent and lucrative professions. . • 

"It is now considered by all teadiers of Physics, that the first few weeks of labor-

atory work should be devoted by students to learning to measure distance, mass, and time, -

the three physical measurements upon which all future work depands; and we have this year, 

vith the instruments lately purchased, devoted a month to this educational work of mani-

pulation and discipline, and shall immediately proceed to apply these in the study of pure 

physics. 

"The department is now in good working order, requiring for its efficient operation 

during the year only a continuance of the apparatus-making so well begun by the students, 

and the simple fitting up during the winter of the third story front room in the Science 

Building for the more advanced study of Light, for which, of course, there are no facilities 

1 

>f Electricity and Magnetism are specialized in the Senior year because the practice of 

1 - Ihid. 1888,tp. 33-33. 
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in the north room. It will next year "be necessary to equip an additional room for the 

class in Electrical Engineering, as instruments of accurate adjustment are not safe 

in a room used "by numbers of elementary students." 

Prom 1888 to 1914^ George A . Hoadley, C.J5. and D . Sc., became professor of 

physica. Professor Hoadley^ s w M Iof the physical laboratoryN^that some of its apparatus 

"is of home manufacture, and the cooperation of the Engineering Department, and the in-

creasing skill of our students, enable us now to make each year a larger proportion for 

regular use in the laboratory. It is our aim to afford students continued opportunities 

for instruction in the principles of construction of ordinary and special apparatus." 

The courses he gave were'.general physics (Gage's and Ganot's text-books); 

applied mechanics and dynamics, and sound, gases and liquids (Peckb); thermodynamics 

ana light (the latter as a special preparation for the course in practical astronomy in 

the senior yea^jheat, magnetism, and electricity were added the next year); and electri-

cal engineering (or "applied electricity", as he called it late^, consisting of "the 

practical study of the application of magnetism and electricity in the manufacture and 

use of the telephone, telegraph, dynamo, electric light, motor,transmission of power, 

etc., with Ayrton's Practical Electricity and Thompson's Dynamo Electric Machinery as 

text-books, class discussions of current electrical journals, and visits to the electri-

cal plants of the neighboring villages and cities^. 
1 

Eeporting on his work in 1895, Professor Hoadley saids "In the department of 

Physics there are two courses offered. That taken by the students in Art and Letters 

extends through the Sophomore year, and is arranged to include the subjects of General 

Physics, such as the physical properties of gases, liquids, and solids, Sound, Heat, 

Light, Magnetism, and Electricity. The phenomena under these subjects are illustrated 

by class demonstration, while the students do enough of experimental work to make them 

familiar with experimental methods, and to prepare them to teach the subject in secondary 

schools. 
1 - Ibid. 1895. pp. 38- 29. — — — — 

» rr ...y 2 ^ 
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"The course for students in Science and Engineering includes much more experimental 

ork, as it extends over two years. The first semester of the Sophomore year is given to 

ae study of the principles of Mechanics. Experimental proof of the laws of Statics and 

Smamics is made, and the application of these laws to machinery studie^, and in the second 

emester gases, liquids, solids, and sound; text-hooks and lectures "being supplemented "by 

aboratory work. 

"In the Junior year the subjects are heat, light, magnetism, and Electricity, the 

tudents doing both qualitative and quantitative experimental work in the laboratory, 

pportunity is giveix to devise and construct forms of apparatus that can be used in veri-

jring the laws of Physics, Practical work is also given in adapting the apparatus already 

a hand to the various work that can be done with it, but for which it was not especially 

ssigned. The work in the Senior year is elective, and is entirely in Electricity, 

hree divisions are made of this work. The theory of the dynamo and motor, and the appli-

ation of the current to heating, to lighting, and to the transmission of energy is one; 

aother is the experimental study and testing of dynamos, motors, lamps, etc., with 

easurements of resistance, potential difference and current, methods of wiring, etc.; 

he third includes shop-work in the making of apparatus devised by the students, and used 

y them in their investigations. At present the construction of voltmeters, rheostats, a 

arge electro-magnet for optical work, and a 500-light dynamo are under way." 

Two of Professor Hoadley*s specialties were the mechanics of electricity and photo-

raphy, both of which he began in tentative ways; but it was not until 1907, that the former 

as largely developed and incorporated in the department of engineering. In photography, 

rofessor Hoadley became very skilful and, although he provi .ual and not 

lass facilities for the art, he himself took a large number of photographs of the college 

ud its activities which have proved of great value in is history. 

2 % A 
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The first catalogue listed 110 instructor in this department and made no reference 

the various "branches of engineering, except\in the work prescribed for the sophomore 

ass^ it listed "mechanics" and "analytical mechanics" under physics. When the first sopho-

re class was organized, in 1370-71, Edward Parrish, Jr., was appointed Teacher of Physics, 

d Mechanical Drawing; and when he retired with his father in the middle of the year, a 

n-resident Teacher of Mechanical Drawing, William E. Kern, took his place. 

The next year, a Teacher of Physics and Engineering (Joseph B . Davis, C.E.) came 

the aid of the Teacher of Mechanical Drawing, and a department of engineering was cata-

gued. The courses were taught, it was stated, ""by Text hooks and Lectures, and sufficient 

actice to enable a diligent student to acquire a good knowledge of ordinary field oper-

ions." They included geometrical, isoaetrical, topographical, and machine drawing; 

sttering, shading, shadows, linear perspective, and tinting; theory of projections^* des-

•iptive geometry; land surveying; theory, adjustment and use of instruments; mechanics; 

tilroad construction (including field work and lectures); resistance and strength of 

iterials; the fundamental principles of trussed bridges. 
1 

Of Mr. Davis and his work, the board reported in 1871 as follows: "A competent 

in, of large experience, has recently been appointed to take the necessary steps toward 

stablishing a regular course in Civil Engineering. Intimately connected with Civil 

igineering is the study of Mechanical Drawing, which is continued with increased facilities \ 

ider the same able management £that of William E. Kernjj as last year, and is pursued with 

ach interest by a large number of students in the College and Preparatory School." 

With 1873-73, Arthur Beardsley, C.E. , began his professorship of twenty-six years, 

irst as Professor of Applied Mathematics and Physics, then (1874-188^) as Professor of 

echanics and Engineering, and finally (1883-1898) as Professor of Civil and Mechanical 

ngineering and Director of the Workshops. 

- Stockholders' Minutes, 1871, p . 38. 
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To the subjects listed above, he added the following ("in their relation to Civil 

ttfflflwnilfiftl SafftageringD graphics (plans, profiles, and sections of road survey^. in-

ns trial and structural drawing^ India ink and colors^ stone-cutting problem^; descriptive 

eometry (orthographic projections of the point, right line, and plane,warped surfaces and 

ntersections); analytical mechanics of solids and fluids; geodesy (theory, adjustment and 

se of engineering field instruments, farm surveying, levelling, topographical, triangular 

nd hydr ogr aphical surveying) ; visits to, and sketches of, special machinery and structures; 

heory and practice of road engineering^ physical mechanics (friction and other resistances 

trees and strength of materials, practical hydraulics, water engineering, practical 

neumatics); machines (theory, prime movers, steam engines, water wheels, wind-mills); 

onstructions (stability of structures, building materials, foundations and superstructures 

bridge engineering). 
1 

Of Professor Beardsley, the board reported in 1872 as follows? "The department 

f Civil Engineering is under the charge of the Professor of Applied Mathematics and 

hysics, a graduate of the Eensselaer Polytechnic Institute of Troy, 1T.Y., who has been, 
$ 

or the pa^t three years, engaged in organizing and directing this department in the Uni-

ersity of Minnesota. Through the kind liberality of the friends of the College, a large 

oom in the fourth story of the central building, adjoining the Museum, is being fitted up 

,s a Physical Laboratory, exclusively for the use of this department. As fast as the means 

ontributed will allow, it will be furnished with suitable models and apparatus, and tables 

f the most approved modern construction, for draughting purposes. Five hundred dollars 

111 be needed for this purpose during the coming year." 
2 

At the same time, the board made the following appeal for an Engineering workshop: 

The subject of regular and systematic exercise in some useful employment claimed the atten-

;ion of the Stockholders at their last annual meeting, and a small sum was then contributed 

;oward the erection of a work-shop. Nothing has yet been done to supply the need felt by 
. - iStpgV-hn1.fiat l* H i i v a t a 1 8 7 2 , pp. 38 - 39. 
i -
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bhose who subscribed to this fund *for Mechanical Appliances.
1

 If this suia could now be 

Increased to one thousand dollars, a shop could be erected, fitted with the necessary 

appliances, and placed in charge of our Professor of Applied Mathematics, who would attend 

io its proper organization, and give all needed instruction in this department. The oppor-

;unity is now presented to carry into effect the valuable suggestions of last year upon 

;his subject. Students would be at once en^loyed in m a M n g models and apparatus, which 

aust otherwise be purchased at considerable expense, and the desideratum of combining 

jxercise and profitable labor would be secured." 

In 1875-76, Professor Beardsley announced "The Engineering Course is intended to 

furnish a good foundation in Mathematics, Physics, Mechanics, and Drawing, for the student 

>f Civil or Mechanical Engineering. Its graduates will be prepared to become immediately 

useful in the office or field, in subordinate positions, and after a fair amount of 

>ractice to design and take charge of important works. The course is also open to those 

students whose time is limited, and who do not intend to graduate, by whom partial courses 

Ln Surveying and Draughting can be pursued with great practical advantage." At the same 

;ime, it was announced that "care has been taken Q.n setting up the Chemical and Engineer-

ing Courses in the Scientific Department^ to secure general culture, and not to make 

students of this department merely chemists or engineers." 

As to equipment, it was stated! "The College is well provided with the necessary 

field instruments, and each student is made familiar with their uses and management. The 

Jraughting Room is well lighted from above, and is provided with the Worcester Adjustable 

Jrawing Tables, models, drawings, etc. A machine shop is being prepared, by means of which 

»ach student may become practically acquainted with the uses of the various tools, and 

Learn to avoijy errors in designing by being required to execute, from his own drawings, 

)arts of structures or of mechanism." 

The machine shop was duly prepared (in part of the gymnasium) by the next year 
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1 

(1876-77), and "well provided with excellent tools, including a screw-cutting engine 

lath^iron planer, etc.; a vertical engine and boiler of four horse power, built for 

the department, is used both for running the machinery and for class illustration and in-

struction." 

Of this workshop and the further needs of the engineering department, the board 
2 

reported in 1876 as follows: "The work shop, occupying a part of the Gymnasium Building, 

has been enlarged and supplied with additional machinery, and a steam engine and boiler 

for driving it. This engine was built for the department, and answers the double purpose 

of driving the machinery and serving for class illustration and instruction. The use of 

the machinery and tools is practically taught to the students by the professor in charge. 

Our facilities for giving a course in Mechanical Engineering are now good and constantly 

increasing. W® are indebted to the liberality of a friend who has always been deeply 

interested in the welfare of the College, for a generous donation of $1000 toward pur-

chasing the necessary machinery and tools for the shop during the past summer, while, for 

deciding tpon and obtaining these at reasonable rates, the Centennial, with its wonderful 

display in this department, has furnished, this year, unusual facilities. There is no 

department of our College more worthy of aid and encouragement than this, none requiring 

a heavier present outlay, and none more likely, in the near future, to be productive of 

good results. It is under excellent management, and already, even in its comparative 

infancy, it has sent out a number of young men who are actively and successfully engaged 

in mechanical pursuits." 
3 

Pursuing the same subject in 1877, the board stated: "The department of Mechanics 

and Engineering is intended, as stated in our Catalogue, to furnish a good foundation 

in those studies which pertain to the practice of the Civil of the Mechanical Engineer. 

Our experience has been that, not merely those students who expect to graduate,but those 

1 - C f . j ; S k V (j, , I S 7 C - 7 7 p ^ L . ^ b 
2 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1876, pp. 46 - 47; / 
3 - Ibid, 1877, pp. 51 - 52. ^ ^ ^ 
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whose limited time and means prevent their taking more than a very brief course in this 

lepartment, -upon leaving us to learn trades, have fourd the studies here pursued particu-

larly valuable. Wiiile a liberal amount of practical work is given, care is taken that the 

student understand the reasons for the work done. This is especially the case in Draughting, 

ifhich is the written language of the engineer, where the student isfrequently called upon 

to make the thing drawn, as a test of his knowledge of the subject. Unusual facilities 

are afforded for becoming familiar with the use of tools in the new machine shop which has 

been constructed in the south end of the Qymnasium. This shop measures about 34 x 40 

feet, and contains a four horse power engine and boiler, arrayed to drive the machinery, 

and to serve as practical examples, and for experimental purposes in the study of the 

steam engine, the engine being fitted for the application of an indicator for calculating 

its efficiency under varying conditions. The shop also contains a first-class screw-

cutting Engine lathe, an iron planer, a speed lathe, vises, forge and anvil and the minor 

tools necessary for a complete course of practical instruction in this department. It is 

the intention to construct here, from the students' own drawings and patterns, other tools 

to afford facilities, as the classes increase, for a greater number of working students; 

and to offer opportunities for students to construct tools and machinery for themselves, 

as well as models and apparatus for the department and the College. A proposed change in 

the arrangement of some of the studies in this department, will give, hereafter, much 

more opportunity for practical work in the field and shop, without detriment to the im-

portant theoretical studies.
11 

Three years later, there was still no separate work shop, but there had been 

added the former equipment: "two speed-lathes (one back-geared), a complete universal 

milling machine, an upright drill, emery grinder, etc., besides a forge, and the many 

necessary small tools." 

With this equipment,the course consisted of: "Practical Exercises in the Field, 

in the early Fall and late Spring months purveying with the chain and compass having 

preceded these! j pattern making and genersa. machine-shop practice,(the forging, ^ X 3 
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haping, teiapering, use and oere of tools, the filing, turning, planing, horing, etc., 

f raetals, the finishing and fitting up of machines or parts of machines, the setting up, 

esting, and management of steam engines, boilers and lachinery)^ throughout tlua yonea. with 

iccasional visits to mechanical establishments in or near Philadelphia," 

The Fire of 1881 cLootgeyod^ffle engineering .jahffpr* and equipment; but the board re-

ported that year: "The work in the department of Mechanics and Engineering is carried on 

it the College as usual, except that the youngest class is omitted for the present, and 

•he studies are so arranged that each class goes to Swarthmore as few times per week as 

possible, and when there remains the entire day, returning to Media in the evening. The 

Iratighting Boom and machine shop, with their contents, escaped destruction, but the machinery 

rnd appliances were more or less injured in the efforts to remove them to places of safety, 

ind many of the valuable small tools were lost. These will all be repaired or replaced, 

aid important additions made in the equipment of a new building, in which greater oppor-

tunities for both theoretical and practical instruction in the mechanic arts will lee offer-

sd. This building isJerecFed through the liberality of two interested friends of the Col-

lege, and it will be completed before the close of the present college year. It is 

jlaced about midway between the Main Building and the Meeting House, and is to be a sun-

stantial stone structure, consisting of a centre building 44 x 64 feet, with wings each 

13 x 33 feet. It will contain the various Laboratories, fork-shops, Draughting looms, 

jecture and Recitation Rooms, etc., needed for the successful pursuit of the practical 

and theoretical work of the Scientific Department." , • * 

r ^ s ^ ^ din* 
At—suEoionfrifia Building was completed and equipped during the\>fo]rlowi] 

Sufr-aiSoiontifie Building was completed and equipped during theltf oil owing i/etuy I 
A h 

i?as a basement and two-story and attic structure (44 x 64 feet) with two wings (43 x 33' 

pz 

built of stone, -aad^provided for the department of engineering the following: a blacksmith 

shop, (with two complete sets of blacksmiths tools: 7 forges, 10 anvils, 20 benches with 

& Vises (plain and gwivel), 12 lathe chucks(combination, independent, scroll and drill), 
milling machine chock*, planer chuck (rotary), planer centres, a set of Betts

1

 standard 
T Ibid. 1881. D. 16 
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plages, surface plates (Brown & Sharps), 3 sets of twist drills, reamers, mandrels, screw 

dates, taps and dies, lathe center grinder^, a complete setf of steam fitters' tools with 

ipe vise, ratchet drill, etc.; a "boiler room, with a vertical tubular boiler (a 60-horse 

ower return)^ a room for grinding and polishing, with a twist drill grinder, upright drills, 

.rindstone, mill grinder, and emery wheels; a brass foundry, with crucible furnace, oven 

or baking cores, founders' benches, etc.; wood-working and -pattern-making rooms, with 8 

athes, benches, 20 sets of tools, etc. t^Tecture and recitation room: mechanical laboratory 

nd machine shop
T
 containing a 10-horee power vertical steam engine, an Olsen's testing 

1 

tachine for tensile, compressive and transverse tests, and "all the tools and appliances 

enerally found in first-class machine shops, including ^screw-cut ting engine lathes, 

^speed lathes, iron planer, shaper, universal milling machine, milling cutterjpor general 

urposes and for making other cutters! power is obtained by a four horse power (10 x 34, 

orlis| steam engine with an approved indicator), driven by steam either from the main 

:ollege boilers or* from the shop boiler at pleasure"; a room for engineering field instru-

ments: and a draughting roam
f
 "lighted by a sly light and by large north windows, wanned, 

•entilated, and furnished with adjustable tables, models, drawings, etc." A foundry was 

tade ready for use in 1888-89; and a dreughting-room was fitted up the same year. 
/ffa-

The engineering courses fcfce*eafterV included, for the freshmen: the mechanics of 

lolids, liquids and gases, physics, surveying, and the elements of draughting; for the soph-

imores: analytical mechanics of solids and fluids, descriptive geometry; for the juniors 
2 

nd seniors (in one class ): engineering, applied mechanics, mechanism (machine design,^ 

iransmission of power, tool-making), draughting, and practical exercises in the field an̂ d 

hop - as detailed above. 

. - Twenty years later, there was presented to the department "an Olsen screw-gear testing 
machine with an ultimate capacity of 100,000 pounds for tension and compression tests." 

. ̂ Ijt g. i 

J - It was soon separated into two. and %he work divided between them. 
A 

tfif ib? I i 
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The students (from their own designs and drawings) made patterns of machines 

>r parts of machines, and made and properly fitted together castings finished according 

to the drawings. file e budeaWnftlso contributed to the additional equipment "by raanufactur-

work-shops. Lng tools, etc., in the 
1 

In the board's report of 1883, it was stated that "the new Science Hall, in 

rhich this department is located, is already one of the most interesting parts of the Col-

Lege to visitors, who are invariably impressed with the practical character and value of 

bhe instruction there given." 

This report also suggested the utility of engineering studies for women. "The 

Engineering Department," it said, "is becoming especially attractive to the young men. Cer-

tain studies in this department ought to be equally attractive and profitable to the 

young women, especially the courses in draughting, and it is desirable that the attention 

of those who will have to depend on their own efforts for a living may be called to this 

subject, and that such may improve the opportunity here offered them. . . . A single course 

of Engineering Study is offered, whose object is to prepare its graduates to become pro-

ficient in either Civil or Mechanical Engineering, as their tastes or other circumstances 

may determine. These graduates readily find employment, and many who do not remain to 

complete the entire course find the studies which they have here pursued of great advantage 

to them in the practical affairs of their lives." 

The next year, "practical men and specialists" came to the college and lectured on 

railroad engineering, metal-working, wood-working and practical carpentry. A gift of 

$500 was received this year from Edward Longstreth for additional tools and work-shop 

appliances. i ^ M ^ t ^ c ^ c L XfiL 

^ ^ ^ T h e Preparatory School, although mor^T^u^in 1886, was given a course in manual 

training. This consisted, the board reportec^"of wood-working, forging, foundjfrry practice, 

and draughting, and is an excellent preparation for the work in the machine-shop and the 

1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1883, p. 20. 

2 - Ibid. 1884, p. 18. 

3 - d f e f a r r / t y ^ l /7. • i h - . 
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her more advanced, work of the Engineering Course. Without attempting the mastery of 

y specific trades, the students acquire a familiarity with the use of tools of various 

nds, and a training of the hand and eye which must he of great value to them wherever 

.eir lot in life may he cast. As a change from the severer studies of the class-room, 

d as a pleasant and profitable exercise, the work of this department may prove of service 

en to those who are pursuing the literary or the classical course; as yet, however, it is 

ected chiefly by scientific students. Three new instructors in this department have been 

ded since the last report. Two of these are graduates of the Washington University 

nual Training School, of St. Louis, and one is a graduate of the Massachusetts Art School." 

The place occupied in the college by the Department of Engineering and Mechanic 
2 

•ts, was summarized in 1888 by Professor Beardsley as follows: "Ten young men, were grad-

it ed from the department at the last Commencement J the largest class we have had since its 

•ganization, and constituting one-third of the entire graduating c l & s s ^ j K 

^The College graduates n^w number 111 young men and 92 young women, a total of 203, 

i" whom 50 young men have taken the engineering degree. That is, about one-fourth of all 

ir graduates have come from this department, and of the young men nearly one-half have 

>me therefrom . . . It will be seen that no young women have taken the engineering course, 

jr is it at all probable that any will. This fact should be borne in mind in making com-

arisons in, or deductions from, the t a b l e Q ^ 

•The "average shown by the table is maintained in the present Senior class, and 

here is no reason to believe that the proportion of engineering students will diminish in 

he future. 

"Our experience, as here illustrated, is in accord with that of other institutions, 

ad plainly indicates that an engineering course of study is regarded with much favor as a 

eans of general culture, and as an admirable preparation for business and for professional 

s well as for industrial life, particularly for the large numbers who have but little taste 

- Ibid, 1888. pp. 17 - 18. f 
tk < 
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talent for linguistic studies. While the leading object of the course is to furnish 

.ch a training as will enable its graduates to become successful engineers, the fact that 

1 are not likely to become engineers is not lost sight of in the planning and the treatment 

the studies and exercises." 

« » 1 
Eight years later, in the midst of the -OTP**. Depression, Professor Beardsley said: 

f the twenty-four young men in the last graduating class eleven were graduates from this 

partment of the college. In this period of great depression in all lines or engineering 

actice the college is to be congratulated upon so good a showing in tnis direction. While 

e engineering course of study is planned with especial reference to the thorough prepara-

on of those young men who expect to become engineers, it has always been the case that 

ny of its students select the course because of its practical character, its studies and 
71 

:ercises appealing strongly to them as useful afad desirable to know, and as imparting the 

Iture they desire and the training they want for the future work they vaguely have in 

,ew. As a result our engineering graduates have not all become engineers. They have gone 

ito the older professions of law and medicine as well as into engineering. They have 

icome farmers, or manufacturers, or men of business, as have those from our other courses." 

When three instructors (in practical railroad engineering, in vise-work and use 

' machine tools, and in the use of wood-working tools and in practical carpentry and 

>inery) were appointed in 1894, the Department of Engineering and Mechanic Arts felt well 

•ovided with personnel and equipment; but, although an instructor in geometrical and mech-

lical drawing was appointed in 1886, and one in electrical engineering in 1887, the number 
2 

' assistants in the department was reduced to two in JL888, and remained atj^that number. 

During the summer of 1894,^"the west wing of the Science building was raised one 

tory, and to it was added on the west a new three-story addition, 33 feet by 60 feet, 

aese additionsJrurnish two large drafting rooms, an engineering laboratory and recitation-

- In 1 8 9 3 - 9 ^ and 1898-99, ^ L J j l ^ t ^ J ^ . 

~3l ^ A • 
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room, together with 'boiler-room, dressing-room, and foundry. They also make room in 

the old building for a large laboratory for experiments in light and so-&ad, and one in 

the basement for electrical engineering. 

"In addition to this increase in special accommodations, some valuable and much* 

J L 

needed machinery has also been purchased and put in place. The principle, items are the 

following* 

1. A ten-horse Westinghouse alternating dynamo. 

2. A sixty-five horse-power boiler. 

3. One fifty-horse-power engine. 

"The boiler and engine were built especially for us by 'The Robert Wetherill 

Company,
1

 Corliss Engine Builders, of Chester, Pa. ITot only will this engine and boiler 

furnish all required power for engineering purposes, but it will serve most admirably for 

all experimenting investigations, besides making it possible for us to light our whole 

plant by electricity whenever it is deemed wise to wire the building and purchase a 

commercial dynamo. ^The cost of these improvements has been about ten thousand dollars." 

1 

Referring to this building the next year, Professor Beardsley said: "The steam 

heating has been so arranged that the building is heated by the exhaust steam from the 

engine, when the latter is running, and at night and other times from the college boilers 

as formerly, or it may be heated from the new boiler when necessary. 

"The new Engineering Laboratory will afford opportunity long desired for exper-

imental work much in advance of former years. The draughting rooms provide each student 

with his own table, thus saving him much time, and giving him unlimited opportunity for 

the practice which makes perfect. So also the wood-working shop gives each student his 

own bench and tools, where he may work without detriment to the rights of others. Pew 
collages possess better opportunities for individual work than we can now offer.^ _ /dKr^'' 

, 

1 - Ibid. 1895, pp. 27 - 28. ' 

2 
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The problem of utility plus culture was grappled with anew in the engineering 

department in 1899, when Professor Beardsley, "in connection with the heads of other de-

partments concerned, is engaged in a revision of the course of study in Engineering, with 

the desire to keep it fully abreast of contemporary requirements in the exacting profession 

to which it leads, and at the same time, to increase, if possible, the opportunities of 

general culture which it offers." 

Professor Beardsley was incapacitated by partial and increasing blindness, in 

1893, and Wilbur M. Stine, Ph. D., succeeded him (until 1908). . / 

Some of the student reactions to the work in engineeringjare to be found in The 

Halcyoqj (and a photograph of the Corliss steam engine is also presented in one of its 

3 

issues. The course in surveying, for example, which the engineers of every class had 

to pursue, brought forth the following definition: "Survey: To re-measure the college 

real estate. These measurements have been made annually since the year 10 B.F. £before 

the Eire of 188lJ, and have never varied by over twelve acres, thirty perches, more or 

less." 

A

— - I b i d . 1098. uu» 17-

- I M 4 , 1806,-a. Q6is 
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/ 
PHYSICAL CULTUH3 

1 
With the first catalogue, the announcement was made: "Especial attention is 

paid to preserving the health and strength of all the students, as without these prerequi-

sites the prosecution of a course of study must he greatly retarded," It then mentioned 

the "encouragement" of "regular daily exercise in the open air," the "extensive play 

grounds", a large room for light gymnastics for the girls, and a projected gymnasium for 
3 

the "boys. "Physical and Vocal Culture," indeed, were given first place (even "before 

"Moral and Heligious Training") in the statements under Instruction. The next year, 

regular daily exercise in the open air" was "insisted upon", and was regularly "required* 

thereafter. 

The first gymnasium was erected in 1871, and a non-resident "Profes sor of Gymnas-
3 

tics" was appointed for the college year 1871-72. The "exercisei", it was stated, "con-

sist almost entirely of the so-called light gymnastics, and are required of all the stu«-
4 

dents, unless specially excused at the request of parents or guardians, "but no effort 

is required of any student which cannot he safely and profitable undertaken by any one in 
I 

good health." They were prescribed for both boys and girls, the latter being now given 
a regular.course in gymnastics for the first time, and required to provide "dresses suitable " 

& 

for them, A 

t 
x

The requirement of gymnastics was modified in 1875-76 by the statement that ^ 

"all are advised and encouraged to avail themselves of the privileges of the gymnasium." aeni xor "regular aaaxy exercise in wie open air- s^iii. as 

" e n c o u r a g e d . ' " " I fj^a*^ j" 0" J 

But the requirement for "regular daily exercise in the open air" still held until 1877-78, 
when it too was 

Beginning with iOQS-Q&^a non-resident physician, Dr. Walter W. Ford, was 

appointed "Director of Physical Culture", and a non-resident physician, Dr. Susan P . 

1 - 18691.70, p. 30. 
2 - Cf. infra, p . , 
3 - Catalogue, 1870-73

 t
pp. 00 - S0» / / - r ' X l 

4 - This exception was replaced the next year by the clause,"unless they bring a certifi-

cate from a physician that it would be injurious to their health to talce them"(ibid, 
1873-74, p. 26). 

5 - Ibid, i076 7C> QC> jllZ'l3 2.T?• 
6 - Ibid, 1977 78, p . 08. / f, J^.^U . 7 , / * 7 7" 7 f • 
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Stackhouse, was appointed, "Lecturer on Physiology and Hygiene to the young women." It 

ras then provided that "all students Undergo an examination at the beginning of each year, 

m d each individual is required to take such a course in Physical Culture as is prescribed 
1 

)y the Director. Subsequent examinations show the improvement made in each case." 

L- I In 1888, Jacob Kinzer Shell, M.D. , Uiiversity of Pennsylvania, 1881, came to 
2 

the college for a ten years' service as director of physical training of men.f7jf»Although 
a^.ZUl A

1  

limself a keen advocate and notable exponent of competitive foot ballAlae* said in his 

/ m , 3 

reports of 189oNand 1897: "During the past school year there have been four centres of 

activity in the department of Physical Culture; namely, on the Track, in the field, in the 

Symnasium, on Ice and in Water. Though in every case the feature most noticeable to the 

public has been the competitive character of team work, the more valuable and instructive 

jart of the activity remains unseen. It is this veiled activity which renders the scope of 

competition so valuable. Whilst in foot ball only fifteen men are chosen to represent the 

college, thirty-five to forty men are daily working on the field, each doing the same work 

uritk the same earnestness. 

"On the Track five men reached such a high grade of activity that they were sent 

bo compete in the collegiate championship games, and each of them conpared favorably with 

their competitors. Twenty-one men reached the standard for the Pennsylvania Inter-cOllegiate 

Uhletic Association. Thirty-seven men made standards entitling them to wear the College 

initial 'S' on all occasions. There were seventeen who were working for these honors but 

failed reaching anything but the resultants of a systematic daily routine of physical 

activity in the open air. Altogether there were fifty-four of our students actually at work, 

and in no case was there any injury to limb or function. Everyone was greatly benefitted in 

mind, body and habits. 

"In the Gymnasium regular class exercises were held from Twelfth month until 

Fourth month; four-fifths of the students being regular in their efforts and deriving great 

1 - Ibid, 1885-86,p.29. 

2 - He returned to the college in 1906 for three years more in the same position f ^ 
3 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1895, pp. 31 - 32; 1896, p . 3911897, p . Tpt. *
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benefits. During the winter "bi-weekly games of "basket-vail were engaged in often, as many 

as sixty men playing in one afternoon. The Gymnasium work simply emphasizes the inadequate 

accommodations afforded "by our present Gymnasium in space and equipment. 

"We were favored "by two weeks of ice suitable for skating, of which every skater 

availed himself, frequent tests of speed were indulged in and daily games of hockey were 

played, finishing up with the Class Tournament. 

"In the summer two swimming races were held in Crum Creek, one at 75 yards 

with eight starters, and one at 150 yards with seven starting. These showed that we had 

nuch material capable of sufficient speed and endurance to be valuable in saving life in 

time of emergency. 

"The aim of our wfcrk is the developing and strengthening of all our students, 

e< 
Ln order to go the greatest good to the greatest number. . . . 

*®hT*7ole object and aim of this department is the developing and strengthening 

of the physical structures and functions so as to preserve each student in perfect health 

and power, and to render him capable 4f greater activity and mental effort. The work comr-

mences in the gymnasium (which is totally inadequate in equipment and size) still, by labor-

ious adaptation we obtain increasing results.^ 

"We insist upon this gymnastic training before allowing participation in Athletics, 

believing that a thorough conditioning and developing of the entire muscular frame is abso-

lutely necessary before engaging in the recreations of athletic games. 

"Taking one form or another of the physical activities we can say that fully 

nine-tenths of our students have vigorously engaged in some one game with a resultant of 

greater strength and activity. Every proper form of physical activity has been encouraged 

and engaged in, making our students brighter, stronger, and in touch with the outside world, 

and at no time have the scholastic duties been encroached upon. All our exercising has 

been done in recreation hours. And whilst it might seem that we are devoting too much time 

to this building up of strength and muscle, and taking the attention away from study, it is 
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lust the reverse. Our spar© time is engaged in taking our students away from participation 

.n those things which are harmful and ennervating, and putting them in such activities as 

jive good rich blood, and tingling responsible nerves, that build up strong morals and sound 

linds.* aat̂ c- ^wv. ̂ roiA- ^a. }i-jJJi - jj^a^Xr ^ 

Mary V. Mitchell Green, M.D., Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania, 1884, 

;arae to the college in 1894 for a nine years' term as director of physical culture for young 
1 2 

romen. Eeporting on her work in 1895, she said: "The work in Physical Culture for the 

roung women includes systematic gymnastic training and out-of-door sports. Somerville Hall 

Ls well furnished with Swedish apparatus. After the students have been thoroughly examined 

radically and their work prescribed for them, they exercise under the instruction of Marion 

Sunter. 

"The regular Swedish work is varied occasionally by indoor games, and basket-ball 

has been added to make the hour more interesting. The improvement noted in the students 

last year was very gratifying. Several crooked backs were found straightened, many uneven 

shoulders were even, there was a general increase in strength and lung capacity, and in many 

cases lassitude had given place to energy and enthusiasm. 

"In the spring and fall all students are encouraged to be out of doors as much as 

possible. Tennis has been the favorite game thus far. The new golf course will probably 

soon rival the tennis courts in popularity. It is laid oui? on the caucus upon the girls' 

side and extends from the front of the college to the station, thence northward to the 

meeting house and return, covering a large space of ground. This makes splendid out-door 

exercise and a very interesting game. Other advantages of golf are that it can be played by 
» 

large numbers at all seasons." 

Two years later, her report stated: "Basket ball continued in popularity, and 

this year poles have been so arranged out of doors as to hold baskets for the game, and in 

suitable weather it will be played in the open air. Q^/jy- — 

1 - She served also as medical examiner for young women from 1903 to 1909. 

2 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1895, p. 32. 3 ~ ^ Z < i o . 
*Y - -»4d^l897. p. 33. 
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How "well" the students tnought athletics were under Dr. Shell is seen from the 

Lowing page in the students' '^wniiaA.' "Athletics were, for a long time, considered hy 

Managers of Swarthmore to he detrimental to the best interest of the college, "but under 

>er care and management they have become such an important factor in our college life 

: it seems well to devote a brief space in the college annual to their consideration. 

"Since the appearance of last year's annual many things have occurred which it is 

duty to chronicle. The Department of Physical Culture of Swarthmore may be said to have 

i founded in 1888. The managers, recognizing that 'the best development of an individual 

aires the careful training of his physical no less than his intellectual powers,J early in 

year appointed a Physical Director. This appointment fills a long felt want, as here-

are men have been allowed to exercise without any regard to health or strength. Under 

Director's pupervision all the students have been examined and assigned such work in the 

aasium as will result in the symmetrical development of their bodies. This year, it is 

ected^will show a marked increase not only in the total strength of the student,but will 

ng out such men as have the strength and qualities for becoming athletes. " 

cess can only be maintained by the combined efforts of the Alumni and undergraduates. By 

successful amalgamation of the various athletic organizations one of the desired ends 

been reached^that of obtaining an Advisory Committee from the Alumni. This committee, 

king together with a committee from the undergraduates
w
 expect in the near future to put 

Association upon a firm financial basisi then we may hope novement such as produced 

dttierfield' to build a gymnasium worthy of the position which Swarthmore holds in the 

Lletic world." 

"Truly Swarthmore has entered upon an era of great athletic prosperity .but this 

Halcyon. 1890,-pp. 87-
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Le Golf course has "been relaid and is more frequently in use. 

"The students have formed an athletic club. This is entirely separate from any 

her association - and has been established by the young women of Swarthmore College to 

icrease the interest in outdoor sports. It is expected that much benefit will come from 

lis organization. By arranging its members into committees no 'aerober is overtaxed. Sach 

is equal opportunity for the use of everything and the income from the small fee charged 

r

ery member helps to buy new golf sticks, tennis nets, etc., etc." 

How large a part outdoor sports played in the physical training of the men stu-

snts,- especially in the absence of an adequate gymnasium - is seen from the following re-

\ h
 1 

>rt\» Dr. Shell: "In our efforts to give the students plenty of pure fresh air, in-

•eased breathing, stimulating circulation^, reviving nervous and muscular power, we have 

>ught the aid of nature's gymnasium, and led our students to recreations, games and 

jorts in the open air, - and from the opening to the closing of the college year eVery 

'ternoon may be seen our young men engaging in such sports-as will not only give them 

salthful recreation but invigorating exercise. We are careful to insist upon the dictum 

' 'the sport for the sport's sake,' always endeavoring to eliminate roughness, vulgarity, 

jtty squabbling, unfair tactics, and technical violations of rule. It has not been with 

? the 'winning at any cost,
1

 but rather, the physical and moral good to be obtained for 

ir student? from these pastimes, whether we win or lose, a small matter when compared to 

le strength, agility, health, and manliness our men obtain from all our games. To-day the 

jble game of La Crosse is the game that gives the greatest physical results. Beautiful 

3 look upon, it calls for a skillful use of the implements, a quick mental appreciation of 

icactly what to do and when to do it - intense personal alertness, discernment, judgment -

great moral educator. 

"In our wox-k we are supported by all the young men by undivided attention, unceasing 

- Ibid. 1857. p . 54. 3 
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ffort, the determination of obtaining the greatest good. All of which. tend to eliminate 

endencies to vicious and debasing habits, unfairness, deceit, and cheating. Everywhere 

warthiaore is recognized as the fairest of the fair, - manly and true - with no suspicion 

f subtle tric?:ery ana unfairness. Surely a reputation to be proud of, and ever^ to be 

reserved." 

The catalogues of 
189 

stressed the opportunities afforded for outdoor 

ports, as follows: "The extensive and beautiful grounds invite to out-door exercise, 

hich is encouraged in every reasonable way. Whittier Field, the College athletic ground, 

rovides a quarter-mile cinder track, a well-graded field for athletic sports, and a suit-

ble stand for spectators. Upon the campus are tennis courts and golf links, much used 

j students of both sexes, Cross-country running, bicycle riding, and skating on Crurn 

reek are favorite forms of exercise." 

4 

l u . 
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THE LXBRABY 
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Wo mention of a library, or reading-room was made in the catalogues of 1869-71; 
1 

and in its first report to the stockholders in 1869, the "board stated: "We have not felt 

justified in the present state of our finances in making provision for the arrangement of 

a library, of which we already have a nucleus "by donations. The want of miscellaneous 

reading matter is much felt among the students and teachers.® 

Donations of books and pictures had been made during OurudLyears before the 

opening of the college, and had been duly listed in the minutes of the stockholders
1 

2 3 
nestings. By 1870, the board could report: "The Library has grown by contributions 

and purchases made with funds appropriated by the Board, and now contains twelve hundred 

ralumes. Friends having private libraries which are becoming less important to them as 

;hey advance in life, might, by placing them at Swarthmore, render them useful to gener-

ttions which are to follow them. 

"We need bound periodicals which record the history of our own and recent times, 

ind of these a complete copy of Friends' Intelligencer from its origin would be a valuable 

:ontribution. |A footnote was added to this statement as follows: "Deborah F. Wharton has 

ince supplied this deficiency";^ The infLuence of pictures is not to be overlooked in 

he training of young minds, and the late contributions of engravings, by George Truman 

nd Henry M. Laing, representing groups of American inventors and of literary men and women, 

ave attracted much attention." 

A "Reading Hoom" was set aside on the story of Parrish Hall in 1869-70, 

nd the board reported the next year that it contained "a selection of daily and weekly 

apers and other periodicals", and had been "found a popular resort for the students when 
5 

ut of school." j j ^ u ^ t II* ̂  ^ J 

- Stockholders' Minutes, 1869, p. 9. 

- Of. ibi;i,/f4lU./3l. 
- Ifrid. 1870, p.'^. * 

- This set was placed in the Friends • Historical Library, and thus escaped the Fire 
of 1881. 

- Stockholders' Minutes, 1870, p . 6. 



1 
In its report of December, 1871, the hoard stated? "The College Library 

has "been steadily increased during the past year; appropriate provision has been made 

for its accommodation in the Managers' Parlor, and a Librarian has been appointed to 

take charge of the Library and school books belonging to the institution* Many vol-

umes have been contribute^., and funds have been provided by the liberality of private 

individuals. Large contributions have been received from the Principal of the In-

stitution ^Edward H. Magill^, which together with $200^1 from Friends' Social Union, 

of Hew York, and $50 from Friends
1

 Social Uhion, of Brooklyn, have been added to the 

Library fund. The first catalogue of the Library has recently been published, and 

the number of volumes has now reached 1313. These are classified and arranged upon the 

shelves, under the following heads, vizs Scientific, Historical, Biographical, Religious, 

Poetical and Literary. To these are added, chiefly through the kindness of Joseph 
3 

Henry, Washington Townsend, and Benjamin Lippincott, a large collection of Smithsonian 

Reports and Congressional Documents." 
A 

The catalogue for 1872-73 states that "the Libraries of the College now 

contain about fifteen hundred volumes. The General Library is accessible to all the 

students according to rules established by the Faculty, and is open twice a week during 
term time for the delivery of books, on Fourth and Seventh days of each week, from two to 

three o'clock P.M. It is open every evening to teachers and members of the household." 
5 

The next year, the catalogue reported "nearly two thousand volumes", and 

stated that the library was open twice a week for the delivery of "reading books" and 

daily for the delivery of "books of reference needed by the students in the various 
6 

departments." The board in its report for December, 1872, expressed regret that the 

number of volumes and the library fund had grown so slowly during the year, while "the 

1 - Ibid. 1871. UP. 38 - 39. 
2 - Mary P.H.Rockwell, librarian, 1871-72; Kate Louise Rockwell,librarian, 1872-79. 
3 - Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, 1846-1878. 
4 - P . 27; cf. also Friends Historical Library, infra, p . 
5 - P . 29. 
6 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1872, pp. 39 - 40. 
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ads regularly appropriated to the use of the Library have "been chiefly expended in 

D cur ing cases for the proper arrangement of the books already obtained." 

It stated, however, that "ample provision is now made in the second story 

the central building for a Reference Library, and we hope that liberal donations will 

made during the coming year for the express purpose of filling these shelves with 

Ltable books of reference. Those now in the possession of the College are more con-

rntly used than even the text books themselves, and at least one thousand dollars should 

at once expended for books, maps, globes and charts, to be placed in this Libraryfor 

; use of all students." 
1 

The next catalogue noted the number of volumes as "over two thousand", and 

ited that "each department of study is supplied with a good and steadily increasing 
2 

>rary of reference." The board in its report of 1873, admitted that "the need, referred 

last year, of apparatus, books of reference, maps, charts, etc., for the use of the in-

ductors, has been met to a considerable extent"; but it pointed out that "increased expendi-

;ures for these objects, as well as for the enlargement of the general library, are still 

satly needed. A sum sufficient for these purposes", it continued, "should be appropriated 

irly, to be expended as required, or, if possible, a permanent fund, to be called the 

>rary Fund, should be created, by gift or otherwise, the interest of which should be avail-

.6 for uses so indispensable to success." 

Referring to the Reading Room, this report stated that it had been "liberally 

>plied with the leading magazines and journals, both literary and scientific. This has 

m done for the past two years by an annual appropriation; but it would be better to make 

dependent upon the Library Fund, if such a fund is established." 
3 

In 1875, the board reported that "a large Library Room has been fitted up and 

• 1873*74, p . 25. 
• Stockholders

1

 Minutes, 1873, pp. 49 - 50, 

• I*>id. 1875, p. 47. 
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prepared for the reception of "books"; and that, besides the reference library, reading 

room, and Friends Historical Library, the general library was now sxjpported by "the 

nucleus of a Students
1

 Library." This last, it continued, "has been formed by the four 

literary and scientific socieities of the College, and they have recently been furnished 

with cases in which to deposit the books which they contribute. In the course of a few 

years this Students' Society Library will doubtless become an important and interesting 

1 
portion of the educational facilities of the college." 

Stating that in the selection of books for the library " great care is taken 

to add those which will be of permanent value", it again appealed for a library fund, and 

based its appeal upon the conviction that "a large and well selected library is of prime 

necessity in every literary institution. It is not a mere luxury, to be added when means 

permit it, but the very life of the institution is dependent upon it." The ideal the 
2 

board set before itself was quoted from Taylor Lewis, as follows! "A large library is 

an indispensable requisite for a College. It should be the chief attraction for all 

its better class of students; but it should be a bibliotheca indeed, not a mere circulating 

library filled with the transient literature of the day. It should contain the most rare 

and precious productions of past ages. It should represent the world in space and time. 

It should be a place for study and for writing, furnished with every accommodation for those 

purposes, with its regular hours of the day and evening, during which all should have 

access to its advantages for reading and for conversation [lj, but with no license for 

withdrawing books from their places of security." 
3 

In 1876, the board reported "additional cases" and a collection of "about 

2600 volumes"; but it again appealed for a fund of "at least a thousand dollars a year" 

T~Z This was probably on the second floor of Parrish Hall, across a hall from the Beading 
Boom. 

2 - Professor of Greek in Union College, 1849-1877. 
3 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1876, pp. 47 - 48. 



rhich could be profitably expended for library accessions "for many years to come". Re-

'erring to the Students' Library, it stated that it numbered "several hundred volumes, 

mder the care of the different Literary Societies of the College classes, purchased by 

hem and held for their vise with the under standing that, in case of the disorganization of 

ny Society, its library and other property revert to the College: a principle which gives 

erraanence and stability to the collections made from year to year." 

During 1877-78, the collection numbered 2834 volumes, most of the increase of 
1 

29 being due to purchase, but "among them", the board stated, "is included a rare and 

aluable collection of Mathematical works, donated to the College by the will of our late 

eloved friend and valued co-worker, Benjamin Hallowell, thus showing his continued int-

erest in the welfare of the college of which he was one of the principal founders." 

With 1879-80, Arthur Beardsley, Professor of Mechanics and Engineering, began 
3 

Is eight years' service as librarian; and he at once began the cataloguing of the Eriends' 

tstorical Library and the thousand volumes added to the general library in his first year 

r service. He also re-arranged the latter "on the Dewey system, by which all books re-

nting to the same subject will be grouped together on the shelves, with those on kindred 

ibjects adjoining them, while the numbers which indicate a book's place on the shelves 

.so indicate the subject-matter of the book. This system also enables the librarian to 

sep a complete record of the character of the reading of each student, and of the use made 
3 

' each book. A catalogue of subjects treated of is in preparation." 

Under the new regime, the students' libraries also were "subject to the frequent 

:amination of a committee of the Faculty, to whom also new books proposed to be purchased 

Lst be submitted for approval." Once more the board appealed for a library fund, stating 

at "a good library, well managed, is in fact an assistant-instructor in all departments 

study, and as such should be kept alive and up to the times, and liberally maintained." 

- Ibid. 1877. p. 53. 

- This was followed by twenty-four years (1893-1917) as librarian of the Friends Histor-
ical Library. 

- Stockholders' Minutes, 1880, p . 56. 



But, alas, for the strenuous efforts of a dozen yearsj The Fire of 1881 des-

troyed "upwards of 3600 volumes of works generally selected "by the Professors and Instructor 

- - - in consequence a valuable working collection.^ 
2 

The board, reporting on this loss, saidi "The general Library of the college was 

almost totally destroyed by the fire, the wily books saved being a few in the hands of the 

teachers and students, amounting in all to 180 volumes. The loss is felt to be most serious 

as affecting the means of instruction. All of the books purchased for several years past 

tiad been selected by the heads of the several departments of study, as aids in the prepara-

tion of their work, or as collateral readiig for their classes, or by students desiring to 

ffork up special subjects of study; therefore the books represented the latest and best works 

Ln each department. The Library contained but few works of fiction, and those only of the 

nost approved character. While the increase had been slow, the books added year by year 

bad made it a working Library for the Professors, Instructors and Students, the real value 

of which we can now appreciate. 

"Much labor had been expended, especially during the last two years, in re-

arranging, classifying and cataloguing the books, for the sake of securing the greatest 

amount of convenience in their use. The experience thus gained will be of service in build-

ing up the new Library, A good Library is one of the most important means of instruction 

in a college, and it is hoped and believed that our great loss in this respect will be made 

up at an early day. The insurance upon the Library was below its money value, but the 

Alumni of the college have generously and promptly come forward and already subscribed about 
3 

twenty-five hundred dollars toward a Library fund. Several authors, as Whittier, Holmes 

Longfellow and Parkman, have contributed complete sets of their works, and some publishers 

have also aided to this contribution, and it is hoped that others will follow their example. 

It is believed that thro' these various means, and the deep interest in this subject felt 

by the friends of the college generally, we shall soon have an excellent working Library 

quite equal to that which we have lost. Acknowledgment should also here be made to the 

publishers of Boston, Hew York and Philadelphia, who contributed, free of cost, all the text 

books needed in the Preparatory School." 

1 - Catalogue, 1881-82, 30. 
2 - Stockholders

1

 Minutes, 1881, pp. 14-15. 
3 - Whittier contributedVbooks from his own library, which together with others purchased 

after Whittier's death by Charles F. Jenkins and presented by the latter to tne college, 
are still preserved in the Friends Historical Library in a separate collection. 
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Thjf^note of determined optimism was "The most immediately 

sefiol books will be replaced before the end of the present college year", the catalogue 

f 1881-82 stated, "and be catalogued and arranged in the new Library Boom during the 

uramer preparatory to the opening of the new year." \ m U i p y December, 1882, the board 

as able to report: "Although our library, so important as a means of instruction, was 

Lmost entirely destroyed, yet, by generous contributions of the Alumni and other interested 

piends, a fair beginning with about 3000 volumes has been made towards its restoration.— 

ae books which are being thus supplied are selected with care and purchased at the most 

sasonable rates by a Committee of the Board, to whom this very important service is 

^trusted." 

The committee referred to consisted of 

1 

The following year (1883), the board reported: "The Library of the College 

ow contains upwards of 5,700 volumes, which have been purchased with funds contributed for 

he purpose, principally by the Alumni Association. The books have been selected with 

are, and are mainly the standard works in general literature, with -wry few works of 

iction. The Alumni fund is now about exhausted, and we earnestly hope that friends will 

ontribute towards the maintenance of the library, that the instructors and students may 

ave access to the latest and best works at all times, and that the excellent workiqg 

- Ihid. 1883, p. 15. 

Ht). 
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lection rhich was lost may soon "be replaced. Many additional works on modern science 

particularly desirable, some of which are very expensive, yet very important aids in 

work of the College. Our money has been spent in purchasing those general workswhich, 

was felt, should be in every good library, and we now appeal for aid for the purchase of 

i special books on special subjects to which the heads of the various departments of 

traction should have access, and to which they may refer their students. All must agree 

ut the library is, or should be, one of the most important means of instruction which the 

lege possesses, and in it, as in all the other departments, a high standard should be 

.ntained. „ - -

"The College Society Libraries now number, collectively, nearly 2,000 volumes, 

.ch have been purchased, or contributed by the students. These volumes are desirable 

>plemente to the general Library, and are accessibly to all the instructors and the college 

idents." 

The number of volumes increased to 6,247 volumes in 1884, and the board stated 

at "the question of more ample quarters for the Library must soon engage our attention, as 

3 growth must keep pace with that of every department of study, and it may be necessary to 

1 \ /w^rut-

ect a new building for this purpose." IMoje- years were to elapse, however, before a new 

brary building materialized^ jL^fc 
Twelve hundred volumes were added in 1885, Dillwyn Parrish having given nearly 

2 
If of these; and the board reported: "The library i

s
 catalogued, classified and arranged 

t the Dewey system, which is very convenient for practical use, and a card catalogue of 

ithors, titles and subjects is nearly completed. New cases have been added during the past 

jar, but more are already needed, and the capacity of the room will be found quite insuffi-

Lent in a few years, when we must look to the erection of a new building, fitted with all 
f the modern appliances for a library and reading room." 

- Ibid. 1884, p . 13. 
- Ibid. 1885, p. 15. 
s-

2 'b ( , 
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Dillwyn Parrish died in 1886, and his sons presented to the college the rest 
1 

* his library, numbering 420 books. 

By 1887, the library numbered 9,243 bound volumes, which bad been"selected by 

ie Library Committee", the report stated, "with great care, and the proportion of books 
2 

' permanent value is larger and more valuable than that lost hy the fire in 1881." 

In 1890, the "board called attention to "the pressing demand for increased 

brary facilities, first of which is a fund for the purchase of more books for each depart-

nt, and hardly to he classed second,^aLibrary Hall, the present accommodations being 

together i n a d e q u a t e . ^ J ^ J ^ J C / 

Two years later, the board reported: "The general Library now contains ten 

ousand three hundred and eighteen volumes, having been increased during the year by the 

dition of three hundred and ninety-one volumes. Of this addition 130 volumes are books 

modern French authors, selected by Dr. E. H. Magill and bought in Paris with money espec-

lly appropriated for the purpose; 20 volumes are books bought by Prof. Appleton for the 

eek department, with special appropriation; and 100 volumes are State and national publica-

ons donated by the various departments. The Library Fund will be materially increased by 

e close of the present year. It will consist of $10,000, made up as follows: The Edgar 

Brown Fund of $5,000; the Dillwyn Parrish Fund of $1,000; and the Alumni Fund of $4,000, 

icn has just been completed through the efforts of the Alumni, generously assisted by a 

ntribution of $1,500 by Clement M. Biddle. 

c t

The somewhat crowded condition of the present library room has been to some ex-

nt relieved by the establishing of special libraries in several of the departments of 

- Ibid. 1886, p . 17, 1887, p.16. 
- Ibidw 1887, p . 16. 

- Iftid. 1890, p. 17. 
- Ibid. 1892, pp. 21 - 22. 



- 134 -1 -

;udy. This can he still further done in a few instances, hut some effort should he made 

an early day to secure more ample accommodations for this important part of the 

liege." 

1 
In 1895, both the hoard and the president repeated this desire, the hoard stating: 

e may mention, as one of the most pressing needs of the College, a Library Building, the 

esent space devoted to books being wholly inadequate to the growing and more intelligent 

e of the Library. Crowded shelves and tables waste time, and double the wear and tear 

books." '/< 

C 
%

 President De Garmo emphasized this by stating} "The College should have a new 

arary building, which should be furnished with seminary rooms for special research, such as 

3 now fouid in all institutions where advanced study is carried on. It is also desirable 

it this library should be furnished with an audience hall, capable of accommodating the 

:ge crowds that attend our public exercises from time to time." 

Despite the "depression" of 1893-97, the library continued to grow, slowly, its 
3 

>ks numbering in 1897, 12310 volumes. Of these, the board stated: "In unusual number of 

rernment publications has been received from the Superintendent of Documents at Washington, 

i has distributed to selected libraries 'Remainders
1

 so-called, which have been accumulat-

; for years at the Publication Office." 
4 

President Birdsall renewed this appeal in 1899, as follows: "The present ar-

gument of the library is a serious inconvenience and source of loss. A college library 

:ht to be the very heart of its intellectual life, and I can think of no addition to our 

ilities wnich would so enrich us, so stimulate desire for culture, and whet the appetite 

our students for that which is of permanent value, as the provision of a spacious, 

ractive building, into which our collection of books could be gathered from the various 

ts of the premises where they are now scattered. Such a building ought, if possible, to Ibid. 1895. p . 16. 2 - Ibid. 1895. p . 19. 
Ibid. 1897, p . 35. 4 - Ibid. 1899, p . 26. 
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be immediately accessible from our main corridors; it should "be open for study throughout 

the day and evening; it should provide space for the interesting collection of the Friends' 

Historical Library, and liberal space not only for the books we have, but for the accumu-

lations, at least, of the near future, with ample accommodations for reading and study." 



m FRISUDS' HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

1 
As early as December, 1871, the board reported to the stockholders that, 

TV 

through the kind liberality of our friend Anson Lap ham, of Ska^eteles, New York, a room 

n one of the fire-proof alcoves [of Parrish Halljhas been furnished with cases and fitted 

p for a library designed for Friends' books and those which pertain to the history of the 
DCiety [of Friends^j. About 150 volumes and a small collection of letters, engravings 

id photographs have already "been deposited here through the kindness of several of our 
2 

friends who have taken an especial interest in this subject. An invitation has been ex-

mded, through the columns of the Friends' Intelligencer, to contribute to the shelves of 

lis Library, but as yet the call has met with but a feeble response. It is believed that 

lere are many volumes in the private libraries of Friends throughout the country, which 

ley would willingly contribute and which would be very properly deposited here. The 

om has been named the Anson Lapham Repository." 

The term £gpository, instead of dgpository, was doubtless selected for this 

om because it was intended to keep its collections in perpetuity, and not temporarily 

r sale, and because it was hoped that the additions to it would be indefinitely repeated, 

son Lapham, the founder of the library, 

. Minutes, 1871, p . 39. 
The board's report for 1869 (pp. 12 - 13) contained a list of recent donations, among 

hi^n were the following which were referred to in this report of 1871s A framed engraving of 
llliam Penn from Henry M. Laing; a cane which belonged to George Fox, also a bust of Elias 
[icks, life size, from Isaac Stephens; Journal of George Fox, 4 to, 1765, from Jacob Caprofr; 
;enealogy of the Macy family, from William H. Macy; standard Friends' books, old editions, 
rom Cyrus Livezey; History of Delaware County, from George Smith, M.D.; the New Testament 
nd C h i ™ ^
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The Friends Hist.Library 

"
 2

 ' / § c 
1 

The report of the hoard in 1872 stated that the collection had been increased 

uring the year, "but not so rapidly as the importance of such a library in this institution 

ould seem to require. If interested Friends," the report continued, "would procure works 

aitable to be deposited here, and forward them to the College, instead of depending upon 

ae few which may be found in their own libraries, or if they would contribute funds for 

iiis purpose, the design of tlie founder would be more likely to be accomplished at an early 

ay, and a library established from which the present generation of young persons who are 

sing educated at Swarthmore could learn much of the history of the Society of Friends, 

id from which future historians could derive valuable information not elsewhere to be 

yund." 

The next year, the board made "provision for a complete record or descriptive 

italogue of every book and other object deposited in the Repository , with a full account 

r the articles themselves, and the source whence they came." It referred to another 

ift from Anson Lapham of "a large number of photographs and engravings of the present and 
2 

ist representatives of our religious society." 

The repository having been named after Anson Lapham, the board decided that the 

ime of the collections themselves should be the "Friends' Historical Library of Swarthmore," 
3 

rus making the wholesome distinction between a library building and the library itself. 

ison Lapham, at the same time, having provided for a repository and made some contributions 

> its collections, now turned his attention to scholarships and gave $10,000 to the college 
4 

>r that purpose. 
5 

In its report of 1876, the board expressed its regret at the recent death of 

ison Lapham, "an active and earnest advocate and a liberal friend of the College," and 

ported that the library had been "considerably increased during the past year and now 

- Stockholders' Minutes, 1872, p . 40. 
- Ihid. 1873, p. 50. 
- Ibid,. 1874, p. 49. This change was formally approved in the by-laws of the corporation 

by providing for a committee of the board to care for the "Friends' Historical Library" 
instead of for the "Anson Lapham Repository." 

- fl>id. 1875, p. 46. 
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abers more than 450 volumes." A "full descriptive catalogue of the "books and other 

jects of interest" in the collections was "being prepared, the report stated, and would "be 

stributed among the stockholders when published, "in the hope that when they see the com-

3te list and the descriptions of the collections already made, they may be induced to make 

ltributions to increase what has been so well begun. - - - The great value of a complete 

jrary of Friends' books to such an institution as Swarthmore, the only College in the 

in try belonging to our Society is too obvious to need to be further enlarged upon in 

Ls 

A bequest of $5,000 to the library from Anson Lapham much encouraged the board 
1 

1878; and the next year the board reported that "a very valuable addition has just been 

try oeionging to our society L«jt too O D V I O U S 

Heport." j-

le to the collection by the gift of one hundred volumes, principally relating to the early 

story and literature of Friends, donated by our friend Charles Thompson, of Manchester, 
2 

gland, in commemoration of his visit to the College during the Centennial year." 

In this year, Professor Arthur Beardsley became librarian of the college, and 

the same time entered upon a service of thirty-two years as librarian of the Friends' 

storical Library. In the latter capacity, he began "a complete £or apparently the com-

Btion of t h ^ catalogue of the books, manuscripts, engravings, photographs, etc." This 

talogue, the board reported "will enable one to find readily all that the collection con-

ins relative to any prominent person or event connected with the early history of the Soc-

ty of Friends, and will add greatly to its usefulness and interest. It will be completed 

rly in the coming year, and will be so arranged that future additions cam be inserted in 

eir proper places." 

In preparing this catalogue, Professor Beardsley found many gaps in the collec-
3 

ons, and through the board's report in 1880 made the following appeal: "Opportunities often 

cur to the librarian of purchasing at low rates, desirable works of early Friends which 

- Ibid. 1878. -p. 51. 
- Ibid. 1879, p. 47. 
- Ibid. 1880, p . 56. 

"2. S T -
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e not in the library, and the addition of which would greatly assist in completing the 

llection. A small fund at his disposal to he expended for this purpose as occasions offer, 

bject to the approval of the committee having this library in charge, would enable him to 

cure books which are growing more and more scarce. The sum of one hundred dollars has 

cently been contributed for this purpose by two of the friends of the college." 

The wisdom of anticipating the collections of Quakeriana by preparing the 

son Lapham Repository, "a fire proof alcove", was abundantly justified in September,1881, 

sn "the Great Fire" destroyed almost the entire collection in the general library, but did 
J_ 

damage to the Friends' Historical Library. The board, reporting on this fortunate circum-

ance, said that provision had been made for it in a fire-proof part of the building, and 

isequently there had been preserved from destruction its "interesting and valuable collec-

m of the writings, manuscripts, portraits, and other mementoes of prominent early Friends, 

;h of which could never be replaced. There were added to it during the year £l880-81^J 

•ty*three volumes and one hundred and ten pamphlets, many of which are of especial interest, 

H
1 

L all relating to the early history of the Society. 

In 1884, the cataloguing, which had been interrupted by the Fire and other cir-
2 

istances, was taken tg? anew. The addition of 111 volumes in 1886, included the gift of 
3 

tenteen early Friends' books by Charles Thonpson, of Moorland, England. By 1887, the 

.umes numbered 1,070, an increase during the year of 179 (132 of which came from the library 

Dillwyn Parriso. Three years later, the board reported: "The Friends' Historical 7 

irary numbers 120ffs^olumes, besides a collection of Friends' books not yet entered, the 

:ent gift of Dillwyn Parrish, Jr., of London. Through the efforts of Albert A. Merritt, of 

' York, and the liberality of interested Friends, there and elsewhere, money has been raised 

purchase the library of a deceased English Friend, a collection rich in many volumes which 

did not before possess. As an aid to the student of Friends' principles and history, the 

rarian proposes to index the most important subject-matter of this library." 
( 

Ibid, 1881,
 P
. 15. TX^tpA+z-^TC* J L U ^ J ^ L ^ m L ^ a A z J a J L ; " f X * -

• 1884, p. 13. ^ V ^ y c l l L c A ^ ^ L Ibid 

I b M , 1890, p. 15. i ^ f ^ l ^ J ^ ( 
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In 1891, the library possessed 1,710 bound volumes and "some 500 pamphlets, 

1 

ich will be bound as fast as the means at hand will permit". It was reported at the same 

ne that "the 'Henry Thorp Collection,' referred to in our last report as having been pur-

ased, has been placed on the shelves and catalogued. This invaluable collection, in con-

ation with that of Dillwyn Parrish, Jr., has given us so large a proportion of the most 

portant works of early Friends that it will not be difficult to obtain the few not yet in 

r possession; and it is hoped that Friends will contribute toward a fund for this purpose, 

1 for binding and keeping in repair this collection, already probably the most complete in 

Is country." 
2 

The bound volumes numbered 1,760 in 1892; and of them, President De Garmo said: 

iearing in mind that many of these bound volumes contain several works each, it will be 

jn that this does not represent the entire number of separate works, nor is the number of 

.umes a just measure of the value of the library. It is believed that, both in the char-

ier of the collection, as well as in the number of volumes, there is but one more valuable 

>rary of Friends' books in existence. With the continued cooperation of interested 

.ends, the committee will seek constantly to add to its value as opportunity offers. It is 

contemplation, when funds are in hand, to print during the coming year, a short title cata-
rue of the Library, for the purpose of furnishing information concerning it, and of increas-

* 

; the interest ^n it among Friends." 

During eight days in August, 1896, the college was host to the Friends' General 

ference, andV£*» managing committeevshowed its gratitude for this hospitality, among other 

•s, by appropriating to'it. the sum of $500, which was invested by the college as the nucleus 
3 

a "Friends' Historical Library Fund." 
4 ( 5 

By 1897, the library possessed 2,322 bound volumes; in lS^ojl 2,468 ; 

Ibid. 1891. -p. 15. 
Ibid. 1892, p. 22. 
Ibid. 1896, p. 17. 
Ibid, 1897, p. 35. 
Ibid, 1901, p. 2. 
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The number of graduates during the thirty years (beginning-

with the first class of 1873) was 640, or an average of 21 each 

year. The smallest number was 4 (in 1885) and the largest was 

52 (in 19027-after 35 in 1901). During the Depression, the 

aagaawa number of 41 was reached (in 1896), but this declined 

to 22 (in 1898). 

The number of non-graduates was 1,080, or an average of 

36 each year. The non-graduates equalled 65%, and the gradu-

ates 57fo. The smallest number of non-graduates was 21 (in 

1873), and the largest 58 (in 1891). During the Depression, 

the numb3r declined from 58.(in^8|l)
4
 to 32 (in 1897). 

In viie and J-902, the graduates 

outnumbered the non-graduates by 30 to 28, 34 to 32, 35 to 31, 

and 52 to 38, respectively. In all the other classes, the non-

graduates outnumbered the gradiMtes, by 57 to 6 and 24 to 4, 

in the classes of 1877 and 1885, and by 42 to 41, in the class 

of 1896. 

Men and Women 

The sexes were almost equally divided among both graduates 

and non-graduates; namely, among the graduates, 519 men and 521 

women, and among the non-graduates, 526 men and 554 women. The 

average yearly number of men graduates was 10 3/5, and of women 

graduates about the same. 

The smallest number of men graduates was 1 (in 1875ir and 

1885, after having reached 11 in 1885), and the largest 25 

Alumni y W - M ^ J ^ d z ^ . e^-z 

Numbers 



(in 1896). During the following years of the Depression 

(1897-1900), the number of men graduates declined to 10. The 

smallest number of women graduates was 2 (in 1877), and 5 (in 

1885, after having reached 11 in 1882). The largest number 

of women graduates was 31 (in 1902); but during the Depression, 

(1894-98), their number had declined from 24 to 11. 

Among the non-graduates, the smallest number of men was 

9 (in 1876, and 1901), and of women 9 (in 1875); the largest 

number of men was 51 (in 1895), and of women 39 (in 1891). 

During the Depression, the number of non-graduate men sank 

from 51 to 11 (in 1899), and of non-graduate women from 59 

to 17 (in 1897). 

'Mo. 



•Degrees 

The degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred upon members 

of every graduating class from 1873; that of Bachelor of Science 

from 1874; that of Bachelor of Letters, from 1878. 

A . B. was conferred upon 227 (81 men and 146 women); B . S. 

upon 230 (199 men and 31 women); B . L . upon 184 (37 men and 

147 women). 

Post-graduate degrees were conferred upon 55 graduates as 

follows: Master of A r t s — f r o m 1881—-upon 24 (8 men and 16 women 

Master of Science—from 1881—upon 5 (3 men and 2 women); Master 

of Letters—from 1882—upon 6 (4 men and 2 women); Civil Enginee 

from 1879—upon 20 men. 

Honorary degrees were conferred upon six Individuals as 

follows: A . B . in 1890, upon 1 woman; A . M . in 1897, upon 1 

woman; Sc. D . in 1888, upon 1 woman; Ph. D . in 1888 and 1889, 

upon 2 men; LL. D . in 1889, upon 1 man. All of these, except 

one (President Isaac Sharpless of Haverford College), were 

connected with swarthmore, namely, Professors Appleton, Cunn-

ingham, and Beardsley, Dean Bond, and Librarian Olivia Rodham. 



The aaufetfUuaui'iij Uullcnsa Alumni Association 

This association was organized on the 8th of May, 1875, 

but its officers were not announced in the college Catalogues 

until 1878-79. It was incorporated under the laws of Pennsyl-

vania, and granted a seal, on the 16th of January, 1882. Its 

seal, which remained the same throughout the period, ^ ^ cir-

cular disc, hearing the name of the association and the date 

of its incorporation, and a portrait of Samuel Willets, who 

was a member of the hoard from 1862 to 1883 and the president 

of the board from 1876 to 1883. 

The object of the association was stated in Its charter 

to be "to promote union and good feeling among the Alumni, and 

to advance in all proper ways the interests of Swarthmore Col-

lege". Its members comprise, ipso facto. all graduates of the 

college. Its annual business meeting and banquet were held 

regularly on Commencement Day, and to the latter were invited 

the members of the graduating class, non-graduates of former 

Even before the large development of the college after 

1902, the association played a helpful part in procuring new 

students and in advising the administrations and undergraduates 

on sundry matters of college life, especially athletics. It 

did not nominate alumni to fill vacancies in the board of man-

agers; but, beginning with 1882, it saw twelve of its members 

elected to the board within the next score of years. 

Its officers included a president, three vice-presidents, 

a secretary, a treasurer, and from three to six members of an 

executive committee, or board of directors. Men were elected 

president in 21 years, and women in 3 years; women were elected 

secretary in 23 years, and a man 1 year. . * 

classes, and the wives and husbands of the alumhi 



The names of members of each graduating class were in-

cluded in all the college Catalogues from 1875-76 to 1899-1900 

in 1900-01, the names of the Class of 1900 were included, hut 

those of all the other classes were omitted; in 1901-02, the 

names of all the graduates from 1875 to 1901 were included, 

and this became the established custom until a separate Alum-

ni Register was published by the college every five years, be-

ginning with 19 . 
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' What is the criterion or yard-stick by which the worth 

of an institution of learning should he measured, if it he 

not the character and achievements of its graduates? But 

how can character and achievements he evaluated? The best 

that can be done, apparently, is to state the occupation en-

gaged in by each of them, and single out those who for one 

reason or another hafl become conspicuous in the public eye. 

But this rough and ready method must leave much room for 

reading between the lines, and must be modified by the real-

ization that there is among the list many a "mute, inglorious 

IViilton" , many a potential Jane Addams, whose careers remain 

unsung. X ^ ^ S ^ v ^ ^ /9 a 

The normal state of men i^ marriage, and perhaps of women 

too. But there is expressed more interest in the marital or 

non-marital condition of women graduates of colleges—espec-

ially of co-educational colleges. .For there are two prevalent 

theories as to the deleterious results of co-education on the 

marital condition of women. One of these holds that it is a 

great handicap to women, and dooms them very largely to a 

state of single blessedness; while the other holds that a co-

educational college is necessarily a "match-factory", and 

causes not so much the marriage of those who should remain 

old maids or old bachelors, but results in premature or un-

suitable marriages. 

•Ac—t-o j[he number of Swarthmore
T

 s women graduates during 

the years 1869 to 1902 who were married, the following statis-

tics will reveal; and if happiness in married life depends on 

opportunity for mutual knowledge, in both "summer and winter", 



2. 

and if it may be tested by the frequency of divorce, it is of 

interest to know that very few marriages between Swarthmore 

graduates in that era were ship-wrecked on the rocks of di-

vorce.^
-

 Wor were there any marriages between Swarthmore stu-

dents who were still undergraduates. 

Of the 321 women graduates, 210 were married (65%) and 

111 were unmarried (35%). Of the 554 women non-graduates, 

350 were married (63%) and 204 were unmarried (37%). Of the 

560 Swarthmore women who married, 89 lor 16%) married fellow-

Swarthmoreans, and 470 (or 84%) married non-Swarthmoreans. 

Of the 686 girls in the preparatory school who did not enter 

the college,423 were married (62%), and 263 were unmarried (38%). 

These percentages of women graduates, of women non-grad-

uates, and of preparatory school girls who married are nearly 

equal to one another. It would appear, therefore, that mar-

riageability and marriage are but very little affected by a 

full college course, a partial college course, or no college 

course. It is evidently the prerogative of women, as women. 

to marry or not, as they please. 

When we come to careers other than those of the husband 

and father, the wife and the mother, we find that 467 graduates 

and non-graduates are recorded as having engaged in 27 occu-

pations, as follows: 

medicine and dentistry: 72 individuals, 15%; 

1-In fact, only one of the marriages contracted between swarth-
more graduates in that era, out of » known to the 
writer to have ended in divorce. 



engineering: 52 individuals , 11% 

manufac turing: 40 " , 9% 

government service: 56 " , 8% 

law 36 " , 8% 

merchants 51 " , 7% 

college and university professors: 31 " , 7% 

hanking and brokerage: 29 " , 6% 

farming and horticulture: 29 " , 6% 

insurance, realty and accounting: 27 , 6 % 

social service and trained nursing:19 " , 4% 

editorial and publishing: 15 " , 3 °/o 

art, music, the drama: 9 " , 2% 

writers: 8 " , 2% 

librarians: 6 " ,1.5% 

architects: 6 " ,1.5% 

soldiers: 4 " , .9% 

hotel-keepers: 4 " , .9% 

clergymen: 3 " , .6% 

missionaries: 3 " , .6% 

public lecturers: 2
 n 

, .4% 

printer: 2 , .4% 

forester: 1 , .2% 

carpenter: 1 , .2% 

detective: 1 , .2% 

The physicians far outnumbered the dentists; and while 

there were no women among the latter, twenty percent of the 

physicians were women. Women also engaged in eight of the 

other occupations, namely, in government service, as college 

professors, in farming, social service and trained nursing, 



4 

as editors, writers, artists, librarians, missionaries, and 

public lecturers. 

Of these 467 individuals, at least individuals, or 

/ &ji> of those whose occupations were recorded, attained especial 

eminence. Among them were: 

Nine statesmen: John K . Richards, "75 (attorney-general 

of Ohio, solicitor-general of the United States); Charles R . 

Miller, *81 (governor of Delaware); William W . Cocks, *81 

(M. C. from New York); John L . McLaurin, »81 [?J, (U. S . Sen-

ator from South Carolina); Joseph R . Grundy, '83 (U. S. Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania); William E . Sweet, '90 (governor of 

Colorado); A , Mitchell Palmer,
 f

91 (attorney-general of the 

United States); William 0. Sproul,
 f

91 (governor of Pennsyl-

vania); Frederick Cocks iiicks, "93 (M. C. from New iork). 

Six university professors: Herbert Weir Smyth, *76 

(Harvard); Edward ii. Keiser, ^ 0 (Bryn Mawr College and Wash-

ington University); Thomas A . Jenkins,
 f

87 (Chicago); William 

S. Marshall, '88 (Wisconsin); Roland G . Kent,
 1

95 (Pennsylvania); 

Bird T. Baldwin, '00 (Iowa). 

Six lawyers: Joseph T. Bunting, *77; John J. White, *83; 

Ralph Stone,
 f

89; Henry McAllister, '92; Kent V/. Hughes,
 T

94; 

Howard Cooper Johnson,
 T

96. 

Five physicians: Edward Martin, '78; Walter Roberts, *90; 

Omar B. Pancoast,
 f

93; Benjamin A . Thomas, '99; J. Milton Gris-

com,
 T

 02. 

Four engineers: Henry B . Seaman, *81; Edward B . Temple, 

'91; Henry C. Turner,
 T

93; David B . Rushmore,
 T

94. 

Four writers: Helen Reimensnyder Martin, * 93; Charlotte 

.Brewster Jordan, '82; Marion Nicholl Rawson, '98; Albert Cook 

Myers,
 f

98. 

acr. 
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Two merchants: Morris L . Clothier, '90; Clement M . Bid-

dle,
 1

 96. 

Two hankers: E . Pusey Passmore, '93; T. Stockton isaatthews, 

02. 

Two social service workers: Jane P. Hushmore, '83; Hannah 

Clothier Hull, »91. 

One florist: Robert Pyle, '97. 

One clergyman: Alexander G . Cummins, *89. 

(Psx*. \ P(S - w t t fJ. 

jM^jt: tzJUosJUQ; 

/ 
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Students 

J( 

fnmbcg 1. — These statistics are based on yearly attendance, and 

not on individual students. If the latter basis were taken, 

there would he a total of instead of 7,697 (graduates, 

ex-students, and preparatory). But as each college year is a 

unit in itself, it is logical to give its personal, numerical, 

and geographical picture independently of the others. 

The total number of students during the period in both 

the college proper and the preparatory department was 7,697; 

in the college it was 4,502 and in the preparatory 5,195. The 

average number per year was 156 in the college, and 152 in the 

preparatory school (during the twenty-one years of the latter*s 

existence). 

The annual number in both increased from 199 in 1869-70 
in-* ^ 

to 505 in 1885-84, and then declined to\g22r±Jr=£$§£=©&. In
 r 

the college, it increased from 26 in 1869-70 to\307 In 1001 OS-; 

fan
 t l i e

 preparatory, it decreased from 175 in 1869-70 to 80 in 

1889-90 (when the preparatory was abolished) and from 41 in 

the "subcollegiate class" in 1890-91 to 12 in 1895-94.2" 

The largest annual number was 504 (in 1885-84); but of 

these, 221 were in the preparatory. The largest in the college 

was 229 (in 1899-1900); and the largest in the preparatory was 

221 (in 1885-84). 

The smallest number in the college, as compared with the 

number in the preparatory, in the same year, was 26 as against 

1 ^ 1 7 5 (in 1869-70) and 51 as against 210 (in 1870-71). This 
T-After 1894, the "subcollegiate class" gave way to "unclassified", 

or "irregular", or "partial" students, of whom there was a yearly 
average of 14 during^1894-1902. 



disproportion diminished until in 1877-78 it was 105 as against 

106; but it increased until it reached 84 as against 144 (in 

1881-82: the year of the fire) and 83 as against 221 (in 1883-

84). Two years later, the college number at last surpassed 

that of the preparatory (123 as against 121); in 1887-88, the 

college was just twice as large (170 as against 85), and it 

maintained this proportion until 1889-90, when it stood 164 

as against 80. The preparatory department was abolished the 

next year; and thereafter until 1901-02, the subcollegiate 

and irregular students declined from 41 to 20, while the col-

r 

legey increased from 165 to 207(^trv ̂  7 ^ - y • 

The increase in the college number was steady from 1869-70 

until 1880-81, when it reached 131. The Fire of 1881 and the 

two following years saw a decline to 84, 82 and 83; but from 

1884-85 until 1892-93 (despite the dropping of the preparatory 

school in 1890), it increased to 201. Then the Depression of 

1893-98 saw it sink to 166; and the Recovery of 1898-1902 

The preparatory school increased from 173 in 1869-70 to 

210 in 1870-71; but it declined thereafter to 106 in 1877-78. 

After the Depression of the 1870*s, it increased until it 

reached 221 in 1883-84 (not having been affected, as was the 

college, by the Fire); but thereafter it was intentionally re-

duced until it reached 80 in 1889-90, and was then abolished. 

The proportion of the sexes in the college was remarkably 

equal, the total number of men students being 2,213 and of the 

women 2,198. In the preparatory school, the boys outnumbered 

the girls by 2,041 to 1,154. 

brought an increase to 2 0 7 ( ^ 2 - ^ 1 

Men and Women 

Trro. 
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Starting in 1869-70, the college had 11 men students and 

15 women. The next two years, their numbers were nearly equal: 

25 to 26, and 28 to 28. In 1872-73, the women went ahead with 

40 to 30; hut thereafter, the men outnumbered the women, in-

creasing from 53 to 40 (in 1873-74) to 71 to 58 (in 1879-80). 

In 1880-81, the men declined to 68, while the women increased 

to 63. The Fire of 1881 and the three following years reduced 

the numbers of both men and women to an average of 41 for men 

and 42 for women. The next seven years held a nearly even 

balance: an average of 72 men and 74 women. 

For two years (1891-93),'the men went to 116 each year, 

and the women fell to 88 and 85; but during the Depression 

years (1893-98), the balance was nearly restored with an aver-

age of 85 men and 95 women. Thereafter, until the end of the 

period (1898-1902), the women forged rapidly ahead with an 

average of 111 as against 89 for the men. 

In the preparatory department, the boys largely outnumbered 

the girls, ranging from 143 in 1883-84 (the largest number) to 

54 In 1889-90 (the smallest number), while the girls ranged 

from 90 in 1870-71 (the largest number) to 18 in 1888-89 (the 

smallest number). The total number of boys during the twenty-

one years of the preparatory school (1869-70 to 1889-90) was 

2041, or an average of 97 per year; while the girls numbered 

1167, or an average of 55 per year. 

During the "subcollegiate" and "irregular" years (1890-

1902), the boys numbered 109, or an average of 9 per year, while 

the girls numbered 92, or an average of about 8 per year. 

2:7 i-



Geographical Distribution 

The students represented in the first year 10 States of 

the Union. This number increased to 26 (in 1886-87); and at 

the end of the period, the number was 21. It never fell below 

10; and the average number was 18. During eleven years after 

the Fire of 1881, the number increased to an average of 24; 

but the Depression of 1895-98 brought it down to an average 

of 16, and by 1901-02 it had returned to only 21. 

Pennsylvania naturally supplied the largest number of stu-

dents, namely, 5,999 out of a total of 7,697, or about 52%. 

The largest number from that State came in 1885-84, namely, 

159 out of a total of 502, or about the same percent; the 

smallest number came in 1897, namely, 76, or about 47%. Until 

the depression years of the 1890*s, it always supplied more 

than 100; and afterwards, it rose to 127 (in 1901-02). Penn-

sylvania^ average yearly number was 121. 

Two other Middle States, New York and New Jersey, came 

next to Pennsylvania, but far below its number, namely, 927 

and 910, respectively. Their totals and their yearly contri-

butions ran very close together, being a difference of less 

than one student per year. 

Maryland came next, with a total of 486, and a yearly 

average of 15; and Delaware next, with a total of 265, and a 

yearly average of 8. 

These five Middle States supplied 6,585 students, o r / ^ %; 

thirteen Mid-Western States supplied 405, or 5%; 

twelve Southern States supplied 290, or 4%; 

six Far-Western States supplied 158, or 2%; 

six New England States supplied 85, or 1%; 

the District of Columbia supplied 77, or 1%; 



V, 

Of the Mid-Western States, Ohio was far in the lead, with 

142; Indiana and Illinois were nearly equal, with 75 and 72, 

respectively; Wisconsin (22), Nebraska (17), Missouri (15), 

Michigan (14), Iowa and Kansas (11 each), the Dakotas (10), 

Minnesota (8) and Arkansas (4). 

Of the Southern States, Virginia (with its large Quaker 

centers) was far in the lead with 119; mighty Texas supplied 

46, and West Virginia 39; Georgia (19), Florida (13), Tennesee 

(11), Kentucky and Louisiana (10 each), North Carolina and 

Alabama (9 each), Mississippi (3), and South. Carolina (2), 

Of the Far-Western States, New Mexico was far in the lead, 

with 56; California and Colorado were nearly equal, with 36 

and 33, respectively; Montana came next, with 10; Arizona (2) 

and Washington (l). 

Of the New England States, Massachusetts naturally led 

with 35; Maine and Connecticut were equal, with 13 each; Rhode 

Island was close behind (12); and Vermont contributed 2. 

The District of Columbia sent a few each year for twenty-

nine of the thirty-three years, contributing 77 in all. 

Thus, it is seen that forty-two of the forty-eight States 

(all but Oregon, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming and Oklahoma) 

and the District of Columbia^ sent a representative, or per-

haps a highly select^ handful of their children to Swarthmore 

during its first generation. 

The first students from foreign lands came in 1875-76, 

when Canada and "South America" sent one each. In every sub-

sequent year, from one to four foreign countries were represented, 

by from one to seven each year. There were seven of these lands, 

namely, Canada (51), Nicaragua (14), Cuba (ll), Mexico (7), 

Bermuda (4), France and Brazil (2 each), and "South America" (l). 



Thus, with a total of 100, an average of three each year, and 

a percentage of only 1.3, the students from abroad brought a 

small but useful "foreign leaven". 



Co-education 

The founders of the college intended from the very first 

to make it a co-educational institution, and they took pains 

in their various prospectuses to explain the intellectual, so-

cial and religious reasons why they adopted this policy which 

was so unusual at the time.
1

 For some years after its open-

ing, the board deemed it necessary or desirable to state the 

results of the experiment. One month after the opening, it 

reported that, despite the many initial difficulties encoun-

tered, "the faculty have been agreeably disappointed in the 

progress made by the several classes in their studies and by 

the order and discipline which already prevails throughout. 

This has been much promoted by the influence of the sexes 

upon each other, by which many of the disadvantages usual in 

boarding school life are prevented. The students, who are 

measurably thrown together in the intervals of their studies 

and recitations, conduct themselves sensibly and rationally, 

with a just appreciation of their proper relations to each 

other."
2 

rz 

Two years later, the board said: "We cannot leave the 

subject of instruction without a passing reference to our 

trial of the co-education of the sexes. Our conviction of 

their mutual influence upon each other for good, through dai-

ly intercourse in the class-rooms, the dining-room, the halls 

and parlors, and upon the common grounds, has been fully con-

firmed by the experience of the past two years. There is no 

one connected with the government and management of the Col-

lege who is not entirely convinced of the excellence of the 
1-Cf. Vol. I, index. 5-Ibid. 1871, pp. 39-40. 
2-Stockholders

1

 Minutes, 1869, p. 9. 



present system in this respect, and it has always been felt 

by us to be a very encouraging circumstance that the adverse 

criticisms upon this subject come from those who have never 

visited the institution, while many who have previously doubt-

ed have been thoroughly convinced of the advantages of the sys-

tem, by visiting the College and seeing its practical working 

for themselves." 

In 1872, the board reported satisfaction with co-educa-

tion, not only at Swarthmore but elsewhere, as follows:
1

 "Be-

fore passing from the subject of instruction we should once 

more add our testimony to the general verdict now being pro-

nounced in favor of the co-education of the sexes in our higher 

institutions of learning. If It could, with any propriety, be 

called an experiment at the time of the opening of Swarthmore, 

it can surely be no longer so regarded. In our Western Col-

leges co-education is now the rule, separation the exception. 

In one of the Western States, containing a population of a 

million and a quarter, and more colleges, with actual college 

classes, than any State in New England, women are admitted to 

every one, and with the best results. Nor is co-education con-

fined to the West alone. The older colleges of the East are 

moving in this matter, and some have already opened their doors 

for the admission of women. The University of Vermont now num-

bers seven young women among her undergraduates, and they are 

reported as fully equal in scholarship to their classmates of 

the other sex. Without dwelling at length upon this subject 

it is sufficient to say, in this report, that co-education at 

Swarthmore continues to be, as heretofore, entirely satisfac-

tory to all who have witnessed its results. Its effects are 

1-Ibid. 1872, pp. 40-1. 

2 iQ 



mutually "beneficial upon the two sexes, both as to scholar-

ship and character." 

The prevalent objection to co-education on the ground of 

the women students* health was answered by the board in 1873 

as follows:
1

 "Our confidence in the co-education of the sexes 

has been fully confirmed by another year*s experience, the re-

sults of which clearly disprove the fallacies of those who op-

pose the system. The objection to co-education, and even to 

all higher education for women, based upon supposed injury to 

their health, which has recently been so urgently pressed upon 

purely theoretical grounds, and supported by the citation of 

a few strongly marked exceptional cases, is completely disproved 

by our experience. The five young women who graduated at Swarth-

more last year had quite as good health at the end of their four 

years
1

 course as at the beginning of it, and the amount of work 

which they accomplished would compare favorably with that of 

any class of young men in a four years* college course. It may 

well be doubted whether the health of an equal number of the 

young women in any other pursuit in life is better than that 

which exists today among those who are pursuing their studies 

at Swarthmore. Our experience has been that the proportion of 

boys and young men absent from recitations during the year on 

account of sickness is fully equal to that of the girls and 

young women. The statistics of Swarthmore, as of Michigan Uni-

versity, of Oberlin, and of the various colleges and high schools 

of the West where this system has been fairly tried, lead to 

conclusions directly opposite to those reached by the opponents 

of co-education." 

The argument from experience was again advanced in the 

1-Ibid, 1873, pp. 50-1. 



next report:-
1

- "In every report since the opening of the col-

lege some allusion has been made to our experiment of the co-

education of the sexes. It would now seem to be time to pass 

it by as a question fully settled, and no longer within the 

domain of controversy, and we should do so were it not for the 

fact that objections to the system have recently been raised 

anew in different quarters, especially on the ground of its 

supposed effect upon the health of young women. We therefore 

deem it our duty to make so much allusion to the subject again 

in this report as to say that nothing which has been said or 

written has in the slightest degree changed our well grounded 

conviction, based upon five years* experience, that "identical 

co-education" is the true method. We would recommend all who 

are in doubt upon this point, or who still feel objections to 

the system, to visit some of those institutions in which it is 

being fully and fairly tried, and stay long enough to witness 

their methods of instruction and discipline, and thus judge 

from observation of their own rather than decide from hearsay 

evidence, as is too frequently done, or upon purely theoretical 

grounds. Those who have thus visited Swarthmore, coming in 

many cases strongly prejudiced against our system, have gone 

away thoroughly convinced that under the guarded supervision, 

combined with confidence, there maintained, co-education is 

highly beneficial in its effects, both upon discipline and 

scholarship, that the health of the young women does not suf-

fer from competition with young men, and that the general mor-

al effects of the system are such as to commend it to all who 

are engaged in the instruction of the young." 

Twice more, in 1875 and 1876, co-education was defended 

1-Ibid. 1874, p. 50. 



by the hoard:
1

 "We reiterate in this report, our judgment 

upon the experiment of the co-education of the sexes, which 

has "been carried out so thoroughly and so successfully at 

Swarthmore from the beginning. There is but one opinion a-

mong those familiar with the daily working of the college, 

and that is decidedly favorable to the system. Indeed the 

wonder, among all familiar with the internal affairs of 

Swarthmore for the past six years, is that any objection can 

be raised to a system so natural and so fruitful in good re-

sults. Character, refinement of manners, scholarship, cul-

ture in the best and highest sense, morals, all those things 

which go toward making life truer, nobler, purer, better and 

more worth the living, are developed and strengthened by it. 

Co-education has certainly proved, with us, all that its most 

ardent friends and supporters hoped for it in the beginning; 

and, we have long since ceased to regard it in the light of 

an experiment.* 

"We can say nothing more than has been said in our pre-

vious Reports upon the subject of co-education. We must, 

however, reiterate here our continued and unabated confidence 

in the system, after an additional year
f

s experience. We may 

refer also, in addition to our own testimony upon the subject, 

to that of strangers who have visited the College during the 

year. This has been most unequivocal in favor of the system, 

as developed at Swarthmore, and shown forth by its practical 

results, manifest in the daily life and walk of the large 

number of boys and girls and young men and young women under 

our care. Our eminent success in this particular is known 

and acknowledged throughout the country, as far as the name 

1-Ibid. 1875, p X ^ a and 1876, pp. 48-9. 



of Swarthmore has extended, and should any still entertain 

doubts upon this subject, they are earnestly invited to visit 

the College and witness the successful working of the system. 

It makes fully and symmetrically developed young men and young 

women, and under proper management there is no need whatever 

that this should be at the expense of scholarship, but rather, 

on the contrary, it may be made an important accessory to it." 

After this Centennial Year, co-education was taken for 

granted at Swarthmore, and indeed it ceased to be above the 

horizon of self-consciousness. A visitor from an English u-

niversity, seeking to ascertain the opinion regarding it from 

board, faculty, graduates, and students, and inquiring hope-

fully of each of these groups, "What do you think of the ques-

tion of co-education?", was met almost invariably with the re-

ply, "What .is the question of co-education?" 

It continued to be discussed elsewhere, however, and the 

board repeated its former testimony in 1882 as follows:
1

 "At 

this time when the discussion of the subject of co-education 

has been so generally renewed, the Managers think It right to 

say that their confidence in the system remains not only un-

shaken, but is greatly strengthened by our experience of thir-

teen years. We see no reason for separation in the class rooms 

deeming that instruction unsuitable for either sex, which is 

not suitable to be given together. And the general social in-

fluence, when both mingle under proper restrictions, with wise 

and judicious care, in the same College home, we have found to 

be highly favorable to both." 

The Quaker constituency of the college and an increasing 

part of the public accepted the verdict of its experience; for 

1-Ibid. 1882, p. 65. 
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the number of women students steadily increased. Among the 

students, as among all young people everywhere, there was of 

course the consciousness of sex; but, to a prejudiced instruc-

tor coming from the monastic halls of Johns Hopkins University 

in 1892 (when that university was still strictly anti-coeduca-

tional), the relations among the men and women students at 

Swarthmore seemed surprisingly normal and non-sentimental. It 

was to him a pleasing surprise not to find hearts pierced with 

arrows decorating the trees on the campus and entwined initials 

festooning the walls and chairs in class-rooms and halls. While 

some critics called the college "a match factory", others opined 

that the young people became so well acquainted with one another 

at meals three times a day, in class, and on innumerable social 

occasions that they were entirely disillusioned and were left 

with romance completely crushed within their sexophobe hearts. 

As a matter of fact, there were many marriages after graduation 

based on this mutual acquaintance; and statistics of divorce 

among them showed an exceptionally large number of matrimonial 

successes. 

The junior year-books could not and did not resist the 

opportunity of pillorying those youths and maidens who were 

conspicuous in "co-educating"; but as a rule, they devoted 

surprisingly and comparatively small space to such castiga-

tion. Throughout the year, there was the normal amount of 

"chaffing" of those who indulged in persistent "twosing"; and 

no doubt it was this restraint by an argus-eyed publicity that 

helped greatly to keep the mutual admiration of the eexes with-

in proper limits. 

The student point of view of co-education is brought out 

by sundry contributions to the Halcyon of successive years. 



o. 

For example, the following poem on "Evolution" ̂ is quite phil-

osophical:
1 

^ I n dim and bygone ages when society first began, 
They had not yet developed any educational plan. 

Cain and Abel had no college, their fun was very slow, 
Kor did they have a sister for other boys to know. 

In their life no foot-ball games, no Greek and girls 
were blending, 

What wonder that Abel came to quick and direful ending. 

But Time shook his hour-glass and many a change was A

 wrought, 
And the world was full of boys who an education sought. 

The girls, poor things, they had no souls, no intellect, 
no mind. 

In fact, a girl had little good that ancient seers could 
find. 

Again Time shook his hour-glass and things began to change, 
Among the fields of learning, a few bright maids did range. 

(And let the girls once get a start in anything on earth, 
Of workers in that self-same field there will not be a 

dearth.) 

So all the girls began to learn, and learned their lessons 
well; 

Why all the women were so smart, the men could scarcely 
tell. 

Then by affinity's wondrous law whose mystery we do not see, 
By each boy's school, a girls' school came, as close, as 

close could be. 

And then what plans the teachers laid to keep the two apart, 
The trials of those same teachers would wring a tender heart 

But 'twas a useless task indeed, to break the law of ages, 
For boys and girls did soon outwit the grave and reverend 

sages. 

At last the knotty problem must have elucidation, 
They wracked their brains; burnt midnight oil; result— 

c o-educ at i on 

Comradeship is the theme of another allegory commending 

Swarthmore's offer of higher education to women as well as men.
2 

On the other side of the picture, there is much "guying" of the 

woman-haters and their abnormal tendency toward the traits of 

1-Halevon. 1895, p. 200. 2-Ibid. 1899, pp. 126-9. 
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the monk and the hermit.
1 

The faculty point of view on one aspect of co-education 
2 

was well expressed hy Dean Bond as follows: "It is in the 

arrangement of student-life in a home-setting that perhaps 

Swarthmore College is unique. Since a college home of men and 

women is of necessity a home in which there is care to main-

tain high standards of living, it is a less violent change of 

environment than happens to young students who are sent to uni-

versity towns where they are thrown completely upon their own 

responsibility at the age, when of all times in their life, 

they are least able to bear the strain. What will be the in-

fluence upon their children of the habitual society of their 

peers, parents cannot foresee. Removed from all home influ-

ences, in a company of young people similarly freed from gui-

ding authority, they are often in cruel circumstances. The 

father teaching his son to swim, throws him into deep water, 

it is true; but he keeps very close to him through the criti-

cal period of struggling to hold his head above water. The 

perils of the first departure from home may be more threaten-

ing than the perils of deep water; and it seems only the part 

of wisdom to surround him with just enough of support and gui-

dance to take him safely through this testing. The brother 

and sister together in college, may be of incalculable help 

to each other. So, in general, under the wise care that is a 

necessity of the situation, may the association of young men 

and women during college life be made to contribute to their 

best development. It is frequently the testimony of Swarth-

more graduates that the social contact they have had has been 

among their most valued experiences. ®fe®-^student register shows 

fifty-nine younger brothers and sisters and near relatives of 
q 

former students." 

1-Ibid. 1894, p. 115, 190S, p. 126. 2-Stockholders* Minutes, 1897, p. 23. 
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Discipline 
« . J 

College discipline, it was very widely believed when 

Swarthmore was founded, would be made much more difficult 

by co-education; but Swarthmore*s experience was precisely 
1 

the reverse, as the first report declared. "Although", the 

report continued, "by division of labor among the Professors, 

teachers and officers of the household, all the students are 

under constant supervision, the wholesome public sentiment 

which prevails among the large majority has so influenced the 

discipline and order that instances have been rare in which 

the direct exercise of authority has been either necessary or 

desirable. When, however, it has been required, promptness 

and decision have always secured ready obedience and respect." 

Other things besides co-education, supervision and pub-

lic sentiment, stated as reasons for the good order maintained 

are cited as follows:
2

 "The managers desire to call especial 

attention to the fact that, while the intellectual training 

of the students has been a subject of anxious care, and their 

physical well-being secured by regular and appropriate exer-

cise, their moral and spiritual welfare has been sedulously 

guarded, and, as a tangible result, the discipline of the in-

stitution was never in a more satisfactory condition. The 

students are daily learning the great lesson that those are 

best governed who are taught to be a lav/ unto themselves. 

The cheerful and prompt obedience to authority, and the kind-

ly relations subsisting between the governing and the governed 

prove that the system adopted is productive of the best re-

sults. It is no mere arbitrary announcement and rigid enforce 

1-Infra, p. S-Stockholders* Minutes, 1873, p. 51. 



ment of a set of "rules and regulations". Reasons accompany 

necessary prohibitions, and the students are made to feel that 

the authorities are not arrayed against them, but that they 

are on their side, that their interests are identical, and that 

all are working together for the same end. It is believed that 

there are few large institutions of this character where the 

true family relation is so perfectly preserved. The principles 

of our religious society are taught in that most effective of 

all ways, the lessons of daily life and daily example, while 

spoken words, in season, are not neglected. The managers feel 

deeply impressed with the conviction that they would be re-

porting but a part, and that the least important part, of the 

work which is being accomplished at Swarthmore, were no allu-

sion made to the religious training which the children here 

receive." 
1 

The religious training here alluded to was thus explained: 

"It has been a source of great satisfaction to observe that 

the fundamental principles of our religious society are ren-

dered familiar to the students of Swarthmore, both by precept 

and example, and made the basis of the system of general man-

agement there pursued. All are encouraged to manifest that 

spirit of peace and good will so eminently characteristic of 

Him who is our great exemplar, a spirit recognized in the name 

by which our religious organization is known to the world. The 

government at Swarthmore is mild and parental; a government of 

influence rather than of authority. Increasing care Is taken 

to deal with offenders in the spirit required by our discipline, 

and with the most beneficent results. The students are thus 

taught gentleness, forbearance and forgiveness of injuries; and 

that this teaching is not without its legitimate fruit, all 

1-Ibid, 1875, p. 49. 



familiar with, the bearing of the students of Swarthmore, both 

toward their instructors and toward one another, will bear 

abundant testimony. A larger proportion of our instructors 

than heretofore, are members of our religious society." 

The board's small faith in rules and regulations as the 

key to good order was thus expressed:
1

 "Instead of imposing 

upon the students a set of 'Rules and Regulations^, they are 

informed what ends it is desirable to attain, and why, and en-

couraged to attain them, if possible, in their own way, seeking 

the advice and co-operation of the Faculty in all cases of doubt 

or difficulty. The general harmony and kindly relations thus 

promoted, and the remarkable degree of absence of antagonism 

between the authorities and the students thereby produced, have 

been sources of much gratification to the Managers; and the re-

flex influence of this very desirable state of things, upon the 

younger students in the Preparatory School has been very marked, 

thus securing, in an unusual degree, that family relation so 

often aimed at, but so seldom fully attained. Our success in 

this, as in many other directions, is, we are well convinced, 

largely owing to the favorable influence of the sexes upon each 

other." 

Swarthmore as a young,Quaker, and especially as a coedu-

cational, college received many visitors during the Centennial 

(or World's Fair) of 1876, and the board linked these visits 

up with its system of discipline as follows:
2

 "The general 

government of the College, continued under the same Faculty 

as last year, has been productive of ,he same beneficent re-

sults. Kindness, forbearance and gentleness have character-

1-Ibid, 1874, pp. 50-1. This testimony was reenforced by that of 
Professor Warren, of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
in his book entitled "Notes on Scientific Schools", published 
before Swarthmore was opened. 

2-Ibid. 1876, pp. 49-50. 



ized their dealings with those under their care. This spirit 

has produced its legitimate fruit among the students themselves, 

the manifestations of which^ have been the subject of frequent 

remark and commendation by the visitors drawn to the city of 

Philadelphia from our own and other countries during this Cen-

tennial year. Surely our students have good reason to look 

back upon Swarthmore after their departure, as so many of them 

already do thus early in its history, as their second home. 

Nor is it at all inconsistent with this genial, kindly care, 

that, in their watchful anxiety for the welfare of our beloved 

institution, the authorities have occasionally found it nece-

ssary to remove students whose influence and example were not 

in harmony with the prevailing spirit of the place. It is only 

by a resolute and conscientious performancejof their duty when 

such cases arise, that the mild and parental system there prac-

ticed can be made to produce its best results." 

Thus it was found that in college "families" as in others 

there are some black sheep, some pictures that are turned to-

ward the wallI 

The character of the resident instructors is naturally 

stressed as of essential importance:
1

 "One distinguishing 

characteristic of Swarthmore, as compared with most of the 

Colleges of this country, is the combination of college and 

home life; being a well conducted home for its students, as 

well as an Institution of learning. To secure more perfectly 

this desirable end, it is deemed essential that those employed 

in giving instruction should be thoroughly imbued with the 

spirit of t_he place, and in sympathy with this peculiar fea-

ture of the College; and that their labors in the class room, 

important as these must ever be, should be considered by them 

1-Ibid. 1880, p. 56. 



as not more important than the indirect daily influence which 

they exert in mingling with the students at other times. The 

problem of joint education can never "be thoroughly and satis-

factorily tried in an institution which does not combine home 

and college life. After a thorough test of more than eleven 

years under these most favorable circumstances at Swarthmore 

we are increasingly satisfied with the excellent results pro-

duced upon the health, the character, the scholarship, and the 

general culture of young men and young women alike." 

The rule of "no rules and regulations" was probably more 

honored in its breach than in its observance, even from the 

beginning; I aad in 1885, the board admitted their oxiotonoo^-

"After our fourteen years' experience," its report stated, "we 

have now arranged and printed a code of regulations or laws 

for the School ana College^ and by .the aid of these, and a 

judicious division of labor and care, the large household is 

under efficient discipline."
1

 The number of students had in-

creased by this time from 26 to 85 in the college and from 173 

* 

s . 
i to 221 in the preparatory school; hence it was probably the 

"largeness" of the household which helped to necessitate the 

"code". ^ 

The code of rules was reported in 1884 to have been found 

of great service; and copies of it were offered—doubtless to 

procure assistance for its enforcement from the parents—to 

"Friends who desire to understand more in detail the internal 

management of the College". Monthly reports of deportment, 

as well as of scholarship, were also sent to parents or guard-

ians, in quest of cooperation between home and college in 

maintaining in the college all the beneficent influence of 

1-Ibid. 1885, p. 22. 
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well regulated homes.-
1

-

yOiLx^-^r^ y
 v

r£. 

The adoption of a code of rules naturally led to definite 

attempts on the part of the faculty—and especially of those 

instructors who lived in the college dormitories—-to enforce 

them. This naturally led to a competition between instruct-

ors and students, which was attended by many ludicrous inci-

dents and to a large amount of mischief and minor misdemean-

ors which were celebrated by the students in song and story. 

For example, one evening when the students were assembled 

in the "study hall", the gas lights were suddenly turned off 

through the entire building by a supposedly inaccessible switch. 

This prank was vastljr amusing to the students; but since it 

might well have led to serious results, the student responsible 

for it—who happened to be also much behind in his college w o r k — 
2 

was expelled. The morning assembly of the student body and 

faculty, or such events as a freshman oratorical contest, in 

"collection hall" afforded fine opportunities for exhibition-

ists. Some of these introduced a neighboring farmer's calf 
through the back door of the platform into the amazed group 

3 

of orators. The occasional ringing of an alarm-clock planted 

in the balcony of collection hall disturbed and dissipated the 

gravity of the 'feilence", or religious exercises. One morning, 

the assembly was greeted by a carriage standing on the plat-

1-Pbid. 1884, p. 20. 
2-A well-known alumna in later years confessed that, having lingered in 
her room and missed the fun in the hall, she rushed joyously to the 
scene of excitement when her own light went out, and seizing in her arms 
the dreaded professor of mathematics as she hurried through the dark-
ness to restore the light, whirled her joyously around and urged her 
to return to the hall to enjoy the fun: only to be paralyzed by the 
familiar voice and admonition, "Use thy gumption", and "Go to thy room". 
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form, drawn by a cow (persuaded to mount a flight of stairs 

during the night), and driven by a human skeleton borrowed 

from the college museum, with the biological laboratory*s mon-

key on the driver's seat. The same skeleton was hung by a 

dignified senior, majoring in the classics, on a gas fixture 

in a hall in the girls' dormitory, with a gas jet illuminating 

its interior as it swung gaily in a draft from opened windows. 

The ringing of the college bell at midnight, by students who 

climbed upon the roof of the servants' quarters to reach it, 

brought forth wild cries of "thief" and "murder" from the Irish 

waitresses who were awakened by human forms stealing along the 

ledge of the building. 

The skeleton in the closet of the Huseum was irresistible 
O w t 

game for nonchalant students^and he (or it) was at last used 

up, if the following chronicle, entitled "His Last Hazing", is 

a u t h e n t i c " N o w here they come again", soliloquized the Skel-

eton, and he rattled his dry hands together excitedly, "and I 

just won't stand i t — W h y , last year they hung me up on the dome, 

and goodness knows, that was shock enough for a lifetime! and 

now here they come again. I say, I just won't stand itI Oh, 

what are they trying to do? They can't get in here," and he 

clutched the frail door-casing desperately with his long, white 

fingers. There was a short, rasping sound—then something 

snapped. "Oh, now they've done it! Now they've done it, a n d — " 

A pair of strong arms encircled his tall, loose frame. He felt 

himself lifted and carried out across the echoing room. "Open 

the window there, Jones," squeaked a voice from behind him, 

and the skeleton shivered as a great gust of snow and wind 

came driving in. "Nov/, boost him up," came a voice from the 

ledge. "That's it! Head erect, shoulders back, chest out! 

p. 170. < 
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Feet over t h e ^ d g e there! Why, it's a regular picnic for Bones 

Just a little moonlight frolic, isn't it, old boy?" The window 

rattled down noisily. The boys did not hear the plaintive sob 

from the ledge. "If we hadn't Bones, don't know what we would 

do,'
1

 whispered Baker on the stairs, "and he's so easy to han-

dle. Now there was that calf last year; well, that was differ-

ent; he seemed so nervous and so anxious to be going home that-

"Douce that glim, there, Jones, here comes Billiei" Next morn-

ing there was consternation in the College. The skeleton from 

the Museum had been found broken and dismembered in the snow by 

the west wall. * * * * * in the snow a-

long the ledge above were strange, faint tracks, resembling 

neither those of man nor any familiar thing, but such a trail 

as the wind might make with a swaying, bended bush."®
1

" 

Most of these pranks remained unfathomed and unpunished; 

but the perpetrators of some of them were discovered and "dealt 

with". This is shown, in the case of the calf episode in a 

poem entitled "Ninety-Nine's Lament (with Apologies to Cardinal 

Wolsey)", by a Halcyon poet of the Class of 1900. It rims as 

follows:
1 

f a r e w e l l , a long farewell to all our greatness! 

This is the way with us: To-day we go forth 

And Ogden's calf we steal; to-morrow finds 

The calf upon the stage in Parrish Hall; 

The third day comes the Prex. and Faculty, 

A n d — w h e n we think, vie foolish boys, full surely 

Our joke has been a good one—they nip our pride, 

And then we leave this college. We have ventured, 

Like little foolish boys that go to "Prep." School, 

These last two years about these college precincts, 

l-SgffgFgft* 1900, p. 129. 



In quest of fun and mischief; our self-conceit 

At length breaks under us and now has left us, 

Humbled by sad disgrace, to the scorn 

Of our rude mates, which soon will surely end us. 

Oh, College Faculty, how we do hate yeI 

We feel our hearts sink in us. 0, how wretched 

Is that poor man that leaves between vacationsI 

There is betwixt a forced and sad departure, 

And that dread meeting with an angry father, 

Those pangs and fears which only culprits have, 

And which we, too, have suffered." 

There were many student pranks played, of course, by in-

dividuals upon one another. Each bedroom had a transom over 

its door, and it was used^when some student "sported his oak", 

or locked his door against Intruders. It was popularly defined 

as "an entrance to rooms for use when the key has been locked 

within; also used as a silence^of refractory preps and musical 

students, in which case it is slammed with great force". One 

ingenious youth invented an "improved door-latch, professor 

proof", which is described as follows: "Can be operated with 

slight exertion, and is very useful when quiet, undisturbed 

sleep is desired; there is a connection between the latch and 

water-supply attached to the transom, which is calculated to 

dampen the advanced ideas of the disturbing element. The pat-

enter desires that his name be withheld from the public press."
1 

As for the ordinary tricks and pranks played by individual 

students upon one another, and even upon the instructors when 

discretion permitted, ex uno disce panes:2 

1-Ibid. 1891, p. 109. 2-Ibid. 1901, p. 124. 



plaidie hae gane frae my class-room, 

My plaidie hae gane frae my chair, 

Oh, who will gae up on the telegraph wire 

And bring back my plaidie that's there?*' 

Inter-class "spirit", rivalry and warfare are reflected in 

the first Halcyon, that of the Class of 1882, which made large 

claims for class spirit. A badge, with '82's numerals upon it, 

was proposed for its members; but the anti-badgers defeated the 

proposal on the ground that some of the class might not graduate. 

The partisan spirit thus aroused caused a literary society which 

'82 had introduced as freshmen in 1878 ("The Lyceum") to be speed-

ily disrupted. But reunion came in a contest for the destruction 

of '81's linden-tree, which was finally accomplished. "Diogenes" 

tub-races on the Crum; the successful defense of each class's 

elm or other tree; inter-class athletic games; competition in 

debate, oratory, positions on the college paper; seizure of other 

classes' banquet ice-cream; purloining of their hired teams and 

sleighs; planting (and stealing) class banners and numerals on 

the highest and most inaccessible places: Such were some of the 

evidences—innumerable and of infinite variety—of a flourishing 

class spirit, which yielded only to loyalty to alma riater.~ I 

The hazing of freshmen by the sophomores was a pernicious 
yio/ 

form of class spirit which was rife at times at Swarthmore /samong 

all other colleges of the period. Repeated and strenuous efforts 

were made to curb it, ranging all the way from expulsion to the 

substitution of intellectual competitions, but without permanent 

success. 

Some forms of hazing were, of course, mildly innocuous and 
amusing. Among these, were the plastering of neighboring fences 

101, iW^M-HiUUift-WS? 
1-Ihid, 1884, DT>. 58-43 ,\1889, p. 18, 1893, p. 183, 1894, pp. 150-1. 
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and trees with, flaming posters^ stating ridiculous rules which 

the freshmen must observe and the sophomores would enforce; the 

interruption of freshman meetings and photographs; the"disappear-

ance" of printed programmes; compulsory speech-making or singing 

at sophomore feasts; such supervised "stunts" as climbing trees 

to sing hour after hour duets of "Katy did" and "Katy didn't", 
ak/ r^*' 

and the wearing of weird appareryw* •fefe^train^to Philadelphia. 

Others^fraught with pain and humiliation, or with grave danger 

to life, limb, or health, wereV^compulsory feeding; burying in 

the snow; tossing in a blanket; turning out of bed at midnight; 

ducking in the Crum; the shaving of incipient mustaches (even 

of an unpopular alumnus, which led to the suspension of twenty , $ 
students and imminent legal proceedings against them}. ) 

To check hazing and to enforce the "honor system", the 

faculty devised in the 1890's a system of student government. 

This was foreshadowed in President De Garmo's first report as 

follows:^"" "College discipline should complete that of the lower 

schools. Perfect self-mastery make, a nan obedient to the law 

within, and in the main to the law without as an expression of 

that within, when this stage is reached the man has what we 

call rational freedom, for he is truly self-governing. ..hat 

appears to be obedience to outward authority is in reality obe-

dience to self, for the properly developed mind recognises in 

the institutions of society—State, Church, school, f a m i l y — 

each of which has its code of laws and regulations—only an 

expression of v.
r

h t men in their collective capacity have rec-

ognized as rational, hence as right. But the well-balanced man 
1-1 bid . 1889, p. 74, 1896, 85, 1898,^105.
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£-Tbid. 1894, p. 110, 1895, p. 128, 1896, pp. 115-7, 1898, p. 105jy 
^-Stockholders' Minutes, 1891, pp. 20r~»-/, „ . ̂  ~ 

(PA^zzk, &iiL / * ¥ - r £ 

^ > 4 



wills the right, as if he himself had "been the law-maker. It 

is for this reason that we do not feel that laws against evil-

doers, or any of the means for their punishment, are restraints 

upon our personal liberty; they are rather the very means of 

preserving it. The college student has not always reached a 

stage of moral development where he has perfect insight into 

the right lines of conduct; or where, having the insight, he 

has the will power always to follow the inward light. It is 

the duty of the college to help him to clear and right views 

of life and to he will for him only in so far as he shows him-

self incapable of self-mastery. The college student, however, 

is much nearer manhood than boyhood, even though his frequent 

lack of appreciation of what is manly seems to point the other 

way. At all events, one of the best ways rapidly to develop 

his uianly qualities is to treat him like a man and not like 

a boy. Irritating restraints tend to arrest the development 

of a manly frame of mind. On the other hand, if the student 

is to have the unrestraint of a man so long as he is manly, 

he must be held strictly to account for his deeds as soon as 

he relapses into the boy again. He must not be allowed to 

hide behind a crowd, say of twenty, and claim that but one-

twentieth of the responsibility at most belongs to him. This 

is infantile reasoning and cannot be held valid for those who 

claim the consideration of men. The college discipline, then, 

looked at in its broad sense, must in the first place give the 

student a knowledge of the actual content of the right as it 

exists in society, where every man, whether practical or not, 

must live. It can do this indirectly by precept and example, 

or directly in the studies of government, history, and liter-

ature. It must, in the second place, help him to bring about 



a harmony between his insight and 'his volition, by appealing 

to his manhood; or, in case this fails, by being will for him 

through the exercise of authority." 

Student government was designed to apply to college ac-

tivities in general, but especially to the maintenance of the 

honor system in examinations. The chief bugbear omnipresent 

in all colleges then as now was the custom of written examin-

ations. Strenuous "cramming" proved a fragile reed, a Halevon 

Omar lamented; and even those who had passed beyond the b o u m e 

could not avail to pull their juniors through:
1 

*0h, come and fill your Cup with Ooffee black, 
And cram those Rules and worlc those Problems back; 

To-morrow!—why, To-morrow we may be 
Graded with those who've Plunked before, alack! 

For many who, with lingering steps and slow, 
Used Unprepared to Mathematics go, 

Have taken Finals in Collection Hall, 
And, one by one, dropped silently below. 

Myself, when young, did dutifully frequent 
Doctor and Prof., arid heard great argument 

Of Calculus and Conies; but it, alas! 
In at one ear and out the other went. 

Oh, Fears of Four and Hopes of even One! 
One thought there is that certainly is Fun: 

No matter if we did them well or not, 
Papers oface written are forever done. 

Strange, is it not? that of the many who 
Before us passed that awful Final through, 

Hot one can tell us of those Questions there, 
which we, to get our Marks, must answer, too.* 

p 

"Ponies", too, proved a forlorn hope and vain resource. 

Heard during mid-year exams: 'Good day for the race?' 'What 
Rider rough; pony express. 

Break-neck speed; missed his guess. 

1-Halcvon. 1902, p. 159. 
2-Of. the"Autobiography of a 
Pony", Ibid. 1S99, p. 132. 

Srlbid, 1900, p. 119, 1903, vv. 140-1 
4-Ibid. 1903, p. 175. 
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Took a header; pony killed: 

Flunked in Latin; 'most expelled. 

As "Omar" also recites:
1

 A hook of Conies underneath the bed, 

A small >.elsh rabbit and a crust of bread, 

And one to help me in my studying. 

AhI studying is Paradise, 'tis saidi 

Still the sad refrain:
2

 Exams are done, and vacation 

Comes to the student's mind, 

Like balm on a wearied spirit 

When cares are left behind. 

Yet a feeling of sadness cones o'er me 

That is almost akin to pain, 

As I silently take my paper 

r" / , »/ And learn that I've flunked again. 

To counteract reliance upon "outside sources", the honor 

system in examinations was introduced, first, by individual in-

structors, and then under the auspices of student government. 

The former system did not differ in some departments from the 

old plan of professorial espionage. In the mathematics depart-

ment, for example, it was thus described: 

The professor: "I have decided to hold this examination 

by the honor system; in this, as you doubtlessly well know, we 

leave It entirely to the honor of each individual whether he or 

she obtains help from any outside source." 

N . B . — T h o s e having ponies in their pockets or up their 

sleeves knew this did not apply to them. 

"I see that you appreciate my confidence imposed in you; 

and first of all, in order that you may not be crowded too much, 

1-Ibid. 1902, p. 155. 2-Ibid. 1902, p. 145. 
5-lbid. 1898, p. 131. 
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I will ask that you sit at least three seats apart." 

N . B.-^-Those believing in the co-operative plans in exams 

"begin to look worried. 

"Then secondly, inasmuch as you will no longer he bothered 

by each other's presence, I would free you from all anxiety of 

this nature by requesting that you place all your text and note-

books out of your r e a c h , that in the stress of examination you 

may not, absent-mindedly and unintentionally, open one of these, 

and be ever afterward haunted by the idea that you may possibly 

have cheated in an examination under the Honor System." 

N . B . W T h e class realize what a narrow escape they have 

made from being conscience-stricken, and with sorrowful faces 

place their books out of their reach. 

"I knew that, had j^ou only thought of it, you would have 

done this without my suggestion; and now, lastly, inasmuch as 

we seem so congenial, and you may perhaps wish to ask some ques-

tions, ar. G-m-r-e and I will not leave the room and desert you, 

but will walk around and see how much we can Indirectly aid you 

by our presence, for you must know we delight in such a math-

ematical atmosphere as this." 

N . B . — T h e class spontaneously realize the beauties of the 

"Honor System", and how fully they are indebted to their beloved 

professor for the faith displayed toward them. 

However, a general state of uneasiness prevails, and some-

how, from the furtive glances cast on the note-books, etc., one 

would think that the class was worrying more over the "Honor 

System" than the examination. 

With rules, or without them, and under whatever government, 

the college discipline appeared to improve, and\tho administratis 



in 1895 gave the following optimistic report and explanation: .1 

"Never before, perhaps, in the history of the College, has ear-

nest, efficient work on the part of the students been so nearly 

universal, and the disposition to foolish or unruly conduct 

been so rare, as during the past year. On every hand the stu-

dents have shown a moral earnestness and vigor in their work 

and conduct worthy the Religious Society under whose fostering 

care most of them have been trained. The true college spirit 

does not manifest itself in questionable actions, but rather 

in hearty enthusiasm for everything that can redound to the 

honor of the College, and in quick response to every sincere 

appeal for higher ideals of study or social bearing. This de-

sirable condition is doubtless due first of all to the high 

character of our student b o d y , but it is also due in part to 

the continued determination of the Faculty that no persistently 

indolent student shall remain long in the College, and further-

more to the increasing age and mental attainments possessed by 

the entering students. The recent growth in scholarly attain-

ments among the candidates for admission has been marked, and 

is especially noticeable in the present entering class." 

The succeeding administration gave in 1899 the same op-

timistic report, and with a somewhat different explanation:
2 

"There has been almost an entire absense of any disorderly spirit 

on the part of the students. The round of college interests-— 

study, athletics, social i n t e r c o u r s e — g i v e s ample scope for 

their energies, and directs their exercises in right channels. 

The large majority of our young people are greatly interested 

in their college w o r k , and take a just pride in the healthy col-

lege spirit which prevails, and anything out of harmony w i t h 

1-Stockholders' Minutes, 1 8 9 5 , p . 17. 2-Ibid. 1899, p . 25. 

this spirit finds little encouragement among them." 
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/ ' *i'gQlye3?nitioo < f M f.%iid carts* i^ocietiea-

fratCTnitioc oatorod L'v/ai'tlnaoro on the l'.'ltli uf 

iTmmnr;/, 1 PP"^. "iitn»m seven members of the Class of 1889 formed 

what they called the Beta Chapter of Kappa Beta S i g m a , its 

Alpha Chapter having been formed (elsewhere?) three years 

earlier. It was not a national fraternity, and the first 

notico of it stated that "it is a senior society, with many 

of the features of a fraternity l a c k i n g " .
1

 It had a "Tomb 

and Altar" and a "shield" with sword and sku3.1; and perhaps 

these non—.'.uaker emblems were prophetic of its early death, 

which occurred at Swarthmore with the graduation of the Class 

of 1889. 

The first national fraternity in Swarthmore was Pennsylvania 

Kappa Chapter of Phi K a p p a P s i , introduced on January 26, 1 8 8 9 , 

with a membership of eleven students in the classes of 1889 to 

1892. This organization had been founded in 1 8 5 2 , and was by 

this time fully fledged and equipped with all the character-

istics and paraphernalia of a national fraternity. Its charter 

for the Swarthmore chapter vras evidently some time in coming; 

but the students learned of the efforts "being made for it, and 

in the 1888 Halcyon (published in 1887) poked fun at its app-

licants in the following skit: 

" (Enter a <£ nan) 

Behold me as I am, 

A fraternity young n a n , 

A 'Hurry there, brotherI' 

'Don't call mc another1' 

A don* t-care-to-work young m a n . 

1-Ilalcyon. 1890, p . 66. 2-lbid. 1888, p . 100. 



Coneoive h o if you c a n , 

A . 5 K $ young m n , 

A do-little , Jcnow-little, 

Care-little , owe-little , 

Blow-his-own-horn young xaan. 

"Chorus of i K f K e n . 

Just {;aae on this poung m a n , 

'i'lie t y p e , h o , of our c l a n , . 

who h a r p e t h all day 

Of Iiis f rat e m i t a y — 

This w e a r - a - l o n d - b a d g e young w a n . 

These two fraternities w e r e introduced sub r o s a , w i t h o u t 

faculty sanction, and their founders offered the following 

apologia: "Th.e present y e a r has b e e n signalized by the founding 

of the above Fraternities at Swartlinore. T h i s is a new depar-

ture at tliis place, and the members of these organizations have 

high hopes of their becoming important factors in college life." 

It was deemed c;r.ped. i e n t , for greater secrecy aneng other r e a s o n s , 

that the nee t ings^y 
fJL^U./^ 

woro held "in roons in Iledia" • The Swarthmore 

Chapter of P h i K a p p a Pci's " A n n u a l Banquet" w a s . h e l d " J a n u a r y 

year appeared tno P i Chanter of K a p p a Sigo:a, w i t h 

1 0 t h , 1 8 9 1 , at tho B c l l e v u c , Philadelphia' 

1 8 9 3 . Tliis^io^itc ei-
r

:ht ?ierabers of tho classes of 109?. and 

* * .. „ , o . a/ 

first announc o m e n t u m the xialcyon^. although ity«i- stated miao 

the Swarthmore chapter v/as founded October 1 9 , 1.808, by two 

charter members in tho classes of 1891 and 1 8 9 3 . I t , t o o , met 
in "desirable chanter rooms odia", and had an " A n n u a l Ban-

3 
nuet at the B e l l e v n e , P h i l a d e l p h i a , on A p r i l 1 1 , 1891." -J 

K' \ 
1 - I b l d . 189?., . 

~ 1 8 9 1 , p . T?r. Its shield hears the ddtes 1400 and 1 8 6 7 . 
It awoears second in the Halcyon* s list of 1 8 9 1 , but first thereafter 
5 - l b i d . 1 8 9 2 , p . 77. 

' (ii I-̂  
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Swarthmore* s women students determined if possible to j 

j 
Iceep up with -clie men students in all respects. A c c o r d i n g l y , I 

members of the classes of 1898 to 1895. 

With tiie advent of a woman* s fraternity or sorority, side 

by side with the two m e n ' s , it was evidently considered nece-

ssary, 03: desirable, for another apologia to he offered In the 

Haleyon for an apparently heedless faculty. This was in part 

as follows: "The strongest element in human nature, man* s 

sociability, naturally leads him to band together, in all ranks 

of life, with his fellows. The Fraternity is the phase which 

this element has assumed in coiler.© life. The functions of 

literary and athletic associations having been allotted their 

places in these pages, it w i l l not be amiss to state briefly 

the resources and benefits of the F r a t e r n i t y , The tie which 

binds a number of young men or women together in a Fraternity 

is a pledge of common responsibility. E a c h one is personally 

interested in and responsible for the moral character, reputa-

tion, quality of w o r k , and social standing of every other. 

This alone is an important factor in reducing- the evils of 

student l i f e , many a prudent college executive has availed 

himself of this fact in reaching, through Fraternity associates, 

some wayward student, and with complete success. Fraternities 

serve the same purpose as athletic and journalistic associations 

in bringing together at conventions re pre s entat ive s of different 

.1 -Ibid. 1893, p p . 114-5. 

g o s. 



institutions, and diffusing a spirit of inter-collegiate friend-

ship; the Fraternity, however, can accomplish this purpose better 

perhaps than any other organization because of the openness of 

brotherly feeling which pervades all its proceedings• The lack 

of home influences and the benefit of family friendship is 

largely made up hy this Fraternity spirit• In those institu-

tions where the absence of a dormitory system requires boarding 

and lodging in town, the cliapter-house serves the purpose of a 

home and saves materially in expense. Plans are being made for 

the building of chapter-houses at Swarthmore when the growth of 

the college shall require increased accomodations for the stu-

dents ry The success of these Chapters and the same needs for a 

Fraternity led the young w o m e n of the College to anply for a 

c h a r t e r . ^ Wo wish this n e w daughter of Hellenism the success 

which has attended her two sons, and trust that the prosperity 

of this Chapter will equal that which the ladles' Fraternity 

has achieved in the rest of the Greek world." 

fa the-Haley on of 1801. we find^Lnother woman's fraternity 

chapter, namely, the Pennsylvania A l p h a Chapter of Pi Beta Phi 

(founded in 1867). This^star-tod with eight members of the 

classes of 1895 to 1 8 9 6 .
1

 A t the same time, the Halcyon announced 

the existence of a non-secret, local fraternity, the P i Kappa 

o 

Omicron, with seventeen members from the classes 1893 to 1896.*' 

Added to the four secret fraternities mentioned above, were 

the Beta Iota Chapter of Kappa Kappa G a m m a , a woman's fraternity, 

in the spring of 1895 (founded 1870),
3

 and the Omega Chanter of 
JVU- 4-

Theta jĵ  H psilon, a men's sophomore society (founded in 1875). 

1 - I b i d . 1894, pr>. 7 , 1895, TO. 61, 7 2 - 3 . 
Ibid.4 1894. p . 78. '

 A

 4—Ibid. 1895, pp. 61, 74-5. 



5 . * 
•wrt tlio oamo t i m » 4t was announced that the Pi K a p p a Onicron 

local soc l e t e n merged In the Swarthmore Chapter of the ^ ^ 

non-secret D e l t a U p s I l o ^ F r ^ ^ r n i t j ? " (founded in A ) 

w i t h all this outburst of fraternity cactivity, it was 

again felt necessary to renew and enlarge the former apologies 

^nnn T' "h rs -P r\1i t» TfI O n * for their e x i s t e n c e ^ The four m e n ' s and three w o m e n ' s fra-

ternities continued to exist u n t i l the end of the period; but 

during the Depressions and perhaps because of the expense of 

the requisite cuts, only the four m e n ' s fraternities we re dis-

played Ih the H a l c y o n . j| 

M e a n w h i l e , there were formed various non-secret local 

societies w i t h G r e e k letter n a m e s , w h i c h did not develop or 

merge into the national fraternities. Among these were: 

\ > 

DeltaXof w o m e n members of 1691 to 1894; Delta A l p h a t>igma, 

a society at first of ten w o m e n students, l a t e r increased to 

fifteen to correspond w i t h the n u m b e r of E n g l i s h letters in 

its n a m e ;
4

 a men's club founded in 1 8 9 7 , w i t h a parody and 

jumble of Greek letters as a n a m e , and composed of eleven 

m e m b e r s , each w i t h a title significant of other things than 

G r e e k c u l t u r e ;
0

 and Phi L a m b d a E p s i l o n , a "coeducational" 
6 

society of ten active members and "fratres ex Collegio"• 

The crown of the G r e e k letter s o c i e t i e s , n a m e l y , P h i 

B e t a K a p p a , cane to Swarthmore in 1 8 9 6 , w h e n , on June 6 , Co-

mmencement D a y , the Hps5.1 on C h a n t e r of Pennsylvania was es-

t a b l i s h e d .
7

 President H a g i l l , of the Brown U n i v e r s i t y C h a p t e r , 

and Professor A p p l e t o n , of the H a r v a r d Chapter, were chiefly 
: / n-<?0 - — X ( ^ - f v i f t f r ^ • f I 1 ,~Jtt- - IfL 

1 - I b i d . 1895, PP. 6 1 , 6 8 - 9 : ^ 5 - 1 2 / | 5 - l b i d . 1 8 9 9 , p . 8 9 . 
2 - l b i d . 1 8 9 5 , pp. 60-61 Igj-^r-g? 6 - I b i d . 1902, P. 1 8 2 . 
5 - l b i d . 1 8 9 2 , p. 8 7 , 1 8 9 5 , p. 1 6 9 . \ 7 - l b i d . 1897, p. 7 4 , 1 8 9 8 , p. 5 5 , 
4 - I b i d , 1899, P. 8 7 , 1 9 0 0 , p. 9 7 , \ 1899, p. 6 5 , 1 9 0 0 , P. 7 6 , 1901, 

1 9 0 1 , p. 1 2 0 , 1 9 0 2 , p. 1 P 5 , 1903,\ P. 7 9 , 1 9 0 2 , p. 8 8 , 1 9 0 3 , p. 78. 
p . 1 2 9 . 
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instrumental In procuring Swarthmore * s charter, ancl became its 

charter m e m b e r s . Since 1 8 9 3 , members of the graduating class 

w h o were considered eligible to the fraternity had been chosen 

for the prospective honor according to the fraternity's rules. 

The basis of selection was excellence In scholarship in the 

Arts Department as shown Toy a standing in the first third of 

the c l a s s . 

A m o n g the non-Greek letter societies formed by the stu-

dents, were three clubs formed by loyal (and advertising) gra-

duates of the Swarthmore Grammar or Preparatory S c h o o l (founded 

in 1899) j
1

 F r i e n d s ' Central Sc hool (with members from the early 

1 8 9 0 * s ) ,
2

 and George School (with members in the 1 9 0 0 * s ) .
3

 N e w 

Y o r k had its club in the 1890*s (changing Its name to the "Sons 

and Daughters of the U m p i r e S t a t e " ) e m u l a t i n g this, w e r e the 

Jersey C l u b
5

 and the Chester County (Pennsylvania) C l u b , the 

motto of the latter being: 

"Wherever through the world we roam, 

B y forest field, or river, 

Old Chester C o u n t y , our loved h o m e , 

Shall hold our hearts forever." 

The Chess C l u b , including members of the classes of 1889 to 

7 

1894, aspired to combine intellectual development w i t h recreation^ 

but there were other societies w h i c h catered to the pure love of 

collective fun and nonsense. A m o n g these were: Y e Honks of the 

Black C o w l , an especially vociferous yet mysterious company;^ the 

Red-headed Club (or the lied Cross D e p a r t m e n t )
9

 and the Hen* s' Bow-

79. 
1 1 5 . 
76. 
1 2 4 , 1 9 0 3 , p . 125. 
8 4 . 

1-iifffif^.N 1 9 0 0 . p . 95. l! 
2-lbid. 1892, p . 74, 1895, P . 1 6 6 , U 

1 9 0 2 , p . 1 1 6 , 1 9 0 5 , p . '152. \
! 

5 - I b i d . 1900, p . 1 0 1 , 1901, p . 101 ,¥ 
1902, p . 1 1 7 , 1 9 0 5 , p . 1 2 6 . (< 

4- I b i d , 1895, p . 1 6 8 , 1 8 9 6 , p . 82.\ 

5 - i b l d . 1 8 9 6 , P« 
6 - l b I d , 1 9 0 2 , p . 
7 - l b I d , 1 8 9 0 , P . 
e - i b i d , 1 9 0 2 , P« 
9 - l b i d , 1 8 9 6 , P* 
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Leg C l u b ,
1

 exploiting personal peculiarities; the Anti-fussing 

Society, dedicated to repudiation of "co-education", or "twosing";
2 

and the 1906 C l u b , to have its reunion after "ten years out", and 
ry 

including neuters of the classes of 1825 to 1 0 9 9 :° such, v/ere 

sone of the varied gregarious attempts to give organized expre-

ssion to collective teasing and "guying", or "ragging". 

One organization which flourished in 1< 89 to 1091 v/as con-

posed of ten v/onen students w ho called themselves the "We T e n " . 

They had n photograph, tamer of their group which v/as so much 

admired and. discussed that ten of the men students formed, an 

effective caricaturo of it, and thus paved, the w a y for a sim-

ilar caricature of the n.ock-inaugiiration of David Dudly Foulke 
. , , 4-

as president. 

1 - I b i d , 1 9 0 5 , n . 130. 
2-lbjd, 1902, p. 126. 
5-lbid. 1898, p . 88, 1899, p . 90. 
4—cf. illustrations opposite pagesjf 



M l : 
j (The' jrGiypm n a iiicwn 

ait-.tkio fund wan not adequate to fulfil fee sooioty'g ambition
t
 and in .defiance uf • 

•hr Enyrn-rinri fff IRft^i it rnntiinn0''1 H r " T 1 ^ . T h e tacl: w a o too d i f f i c u l t f o r 

incnrnpUthMawt^ gnrl •imcfî gH nf thft SOHlOI'Vill IIclll dl tJdjjed t)fy tllO S 0 Cj C tV "had tp 

eoxiUml with a Qomopvilla Gammas iua. f m o w^c nnmpi pt.pri in ^nnri^ iwi -tim 

following w b l m u u (in oooo ond in fjUfcStl) fx urn tnr -fmrlmtln m u m il i » 

"Hearty welcome we give to thee, Somerville Hall, 

That hath lately "been horn for our sake, 

A very dear, much-needed building thou art, 

And we all a great pride in thee take. 

Thou art smaller, 'tis true, than at first we contrived, 

But then it m s t "be thou wilt g r o w
# 

Ahi w e pray that thy fate may not be the same 

As scrub oaks planted here long ago. 

We will dream of the days in the future afar, 

When we who are absent return 

And see our great hall nicely furnished, complete, 

And of its great usefulness learn. 

And when the tine comes our reunions to hold 

We will gather in Somerville Hall, 

In our wide, spacious parlors the banquets we'll hold, 

And for toapts to our building we'll call." 

1 - The Halcyon, 1895, p . 124 



* • 
Fraterniuio^ and btuclonto* Societies 

, f 
College fratornitios entered Svjnrtli;,iorc on the Idtli of 

January, 1 0 0 9 , vjlion coven noribore of tlio Clone of 1009 torood 

v:nat t h o y called tho B e t a Chapter of liippa B e t a L>igna, its 

A l p h a Chapter having boon f o m o d (elnovzhore?) tliroo years 

earlier. It xjob not a national fraternity, and the first 

notico of it ctcitod that "it ie a senior society, uitli r x m y 

of t3".o features of a fraternity lacking" • It liad a "Tent) 

und Altar" and a "shield" v:ith st/ord and slcu.ll; and perhaps 

tliooo nor.— ..uakor eriblona v/ore prophetic of its early death, 

\7fricli occurred at Svjartlriero rritli tlio graduation of tlio Class 

of 1089. 

Tlio first national fraternity in Oviartlinore vras Pennsylvania 

Kappa, Chapter of P h i K a p p a P s i , introduced on January. 130, 1 0 0 9 , 

xtith a rionborLiliip. of eleven students in tho clashes of 1009 to 

1890, This organization had boon founded in 1 8 5 0 , and v;tio b y 

this tine fully fledged and equipped with till tho character-

istics find para:iiemalia of a national fraternity. Ita cliartor 

for tho Oviarthncrc cliaptor xnis evidently sa.so tine in coning; 

but the students learned cf tho of forte being riado for i t , and 

in Olio 1B0C Halcyon (published in 108?) polxd fun at its app-

licant:; in tlio folio*."inn skit:*
3 

"(Enter a ^ K ^ I I o n ) 

Boliold no as I a n , 

A fraternity young n a n , 

A 'Hurry tlioro, brother! • 
s

D o n
s

t call no another!* 

A don* t-caro-to-Trork young m n # 

1-Halcvon. 1 0 9 0 , p . G 6 . P-Ibid. 1 0 8 8 , p . 1 0 0 . 
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c> . 

Conceive rie if you c a n , 

JK. $ yorjrig; man
 ? 

A do-little, lcnov;-littlo, 

Care-little, crae-littlc, 

B 1 oi'7-llis-orm-horn young n a n . 

" Chorus o f 5 K 2 Hon. 

Just f rosso on this young i m i , 

Tlic t y p o , h o , of our c l a n , 

W h o liarpotli all day 

Of liis f r a t o r n i t a y — 

This t7oar~a-loiid-badge young r a n . 

These tv;o fraternities r/orc introduced sub I'ooti. without 

faculty sanction, imd their founders offered the folloirlne 

apologia. "The present year lias; been signalised b y the founding 

of the above P r a t e m i t ios at Sxmrtiooro. T h i s io a not / depar-

ture at this place, and tlic neiiilierD of tliccc organisations have 

higli hopes of their bocGiiIng important factors In college life," 

It XJ0J3 docnod o b e d i e n t , for greater secrecy ationg other reasons, 

tliat the hold "in rooi.is in i-iedia". Tlio Suartliilore 

Chapter of Phi K a p p a Pel's'"Annual Banquet" xjqd Held "January 

lOtii, 1 0 9 1 , at the B c l l o v u o , Philadelphia'
5 

The next year appeared the P i Chapter of K a p p a GlfjLia, w i t h 

olglit r.ionbers of the d a c e e c of 1092 and 1 0 9 3 . Tliis\«fce-4
,

ki3 

first mmoimcoDxrr^iii the Halcyon**. although Itjj^Sfctatod that 

tlio SvjartLrioro chapter T J Q G founded October 1 9 , 1 C B G , by trio 

charter uorJboro in the elaaees of 1091 and 1 8 9 3 . I t , t o o , net 

in "desirable chapter rooiis at lledia", and had on "Annual B a n -

quot at the B e l l e v u e , Philadelphia, on A p r i l 1 1 , 1091." 

1-Xbid. 1G9,% v. 70. 
g-Ihid. 1091, p . 7 2 . Its shield bears the dates M O O and 1 0 G 7 . 
It armours second in the Halcyon*s list of 1 8 9 1 , "but first thereafter, 
S-Ibid. 1892, p . 7 7 . 



Svnrthxioro's r/oiion students determined if possible t o 

keep u p r/Ith tlio n o n students in o i l r e s p e c t s . A c c o r d i n g l y , 

no find throe Y/ouon raoiibers of tho Class of 1091 securing a 

chartcr in tho spring ofyb€>93| for a chapter of K a p p a Altlia 

Theta (founded in 1070)• This \ m s the A l p h a - B e t a C h a p t e r , 

Txhich xtqg established in S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 9 1 , v/ith trrolve T/OIIOII 

noribcrs of tho classos of 1898 t o 1095 # 

V/ith tho advent of a tjonan*s fraternity o r s o r o r i t y , side 

b y side v/ith the tv/o D o n ' s , it xms e v i d e n t l y considered nece-

ssary, or desirable, for another apologia to be offered in the 

Halcyon for cm ap-vxirently heedless f a c u l t y . This r/as in part 

as follows:* "The strongest oloncnt in liuuon n a t u r e , m a ' s 

sociability, naturally leads b i n to band t o g e t h e r , in all ranks 

of l i f e , v/itii his f o l l c o s . The F r a t e r n i t y is the phaoo t/hich 

this element lias assunod in college l i f e . Tho functions of 

literary and athletic associations h a v i n g been allotted thoir 

places in these p a g e s , it v/ill not bo allies to stuto b r i e f l y 

the rosourcos and benefits of the F r a t e r n i t y , The tic ulilch 

binds a nunber of ycranp, u o n or vjoocn together In a Fraternity 

is q pledge o f coi.J5.ion responsibility, Uacli one is personally 

interested in and responsible for the m o r a l c h a r a c t e r , reputa-

t i o n , quality of v/ork, and social standing of every e t h e r . 

This alono Is an important factor in reducing; the evils o f 

student l i f e , lion;/ a prudent college executive lias availed 

liir-oelf of this fact in r e a c h i n g , through F r a t e r n i t y a s s o c i a t e s , 

socio Yjayword student, and v/ith complete succoss. Fraternities 

sorvo tho cane purpose as athletic and journalistic associations 

in bringing together a t conventions representatives of different 

1 - I b i d . 1 G 9 3 , p p . 1 1 4 - 0 . 
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institutions, uad diffusing a spirit of i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e friend-

ship; tlio f r a t e r n i t y , h o w e v e r , c a n accoaplish this purpose b e t t o r 

perhaps t h a n any other organization because of the openness of 

brotherly feeling; which pervades a l l its p r o c e e d i n g s . Tho lack 

of hone influences and the benefit of fooily friendship is 

largely s i d e u p b y this F r a t e r n i t y s p i r i t . I n those institu-

tions w h e r e the absence of a dormitory s y s t e m requires boarding 

and lodging; in t o w n , the chapter-house corves the purpose- of a 

hone and servos m a t e r i a l l y in e x p e n s e . P l a n s are b e i n g made for 

the building of chapter-houses at C w a r t l o o r c vjhon the g x m f c h of 

the college s h a l l require increased acoooodationo f o r the stu-

d e n t s . ^ The success of those Chapters and tho 00120 needs for a 

Fraternity led tho young w o m e n of the C oiler*e to a--ply for a 

c h a r t e r . ^ U e vii&h this nor; daughter of Ilollenisn the success 

vjiiicli has attended h e r tv/o s o n s , and trust that the p r o s p e r i t y 

of this C h a p t e r w i l l e q u a l that w h i c h t h e ladies* F r a t e r n i t y 

has achieved in tho r e s t of tho G r e e k world." 

In the H a l c y o n of 1 0 9 4 , xic find a n o t h e r wanon* s fraternity 

c h a p t e r , n o u e l y , the Pennsylvania A l p h a C h a p t e r of P i B e t a P h i 

(founded in 1 0 6 7 ) . This started w i t h e i g h t iionbers of the 

classes o f 1098 t o 100G.* A t the sane t i n e , tlio H a l e y q n announced 

the existence of a n a n - s e c r e t , l o c a l f r a t e r n i t y , tho P i K a p p a 

o 

tteiicron, w i t h seventeen nrcibers f r o n the classes 1C9S to 1 8 9 0 /
J 

A d d e d t o the four s o e r o t fraternities; u o n t i o n e d a b o v e , w e r e 

tho B o t a l e t s Chapter of K a p p a K a n p a Gkxrira, a wesson* s f r a t e r n i t y , 

in the sradnf, of 1095 (founded 1GV0) ,
5

 ;md the Onega C h a n t e r o f 
\ J W , , A 

ll:otcNp h p c i l o n , a m e n ' s oophtxuorc society (founded in 1 8 7 5 ) . " 

1 - l b I d . 1 0 9 4 , p p . 7 9 - 8 0 . S - I b l d . 1 0 9 5 , 6 1 , 7 8 - 3 . 
3 - I b i d . 1 8 9 4 , p . 7 8 . d - T b i d . 1 0 9 5 , p p . 0 1 , 7 4 - 0 . 
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A t tlio sonc i;ii:ic it T J Q S announced that tlio P i Kappa'Onlcron 

local society had boon ncrgod in the Gtjartlicioro Chapter of the 

non~oocrot Delta Upsllon Praternlty (founded in 1004) 

u'itli all this outburst of fraternity activity. It I X L G 

again felt necessary tc ro?„';0\7 and. enlarge tho foazoor apologies 
o 

for their existence.
, J

 tlio four m m * u and throo xtouuii
9

l> £m-

tcmitior- continued to ozist until tho end of tlio Dorlod; "but 

during the Doproeoionx and perhaps because of the oirponoo of 

the vonuiijxlx • cutfo, only the four non* s fraternities T/ere dis-

play od in the H a l c y o n . 

lioaxriThilo, there \7oro forciotl various non-secret local 

societies r/itli G-rook letter a y i c s , vflilch did not develop or 

rjorgo into tho nativ.4iul fratr. rnitios. Aiaorif: those v/oro • 

Doltu^of i/aoon rioxibers of 1091 to 1 0 9 4 ;° Delta Alplia B l g y a , 

Q society' at first of ten \;onen etudonta, latex increased to 

fifteen to curres;;ond with the n'oribor of Enfjlish letters in 

its none; ~ a :ion
!

a club founded In 1 0 9 7 , xritk a parody and 

jrxitlo of: G-jtock letter; as a n o n e , and cenxosod of eleven 

rio:iters, each ~xlth a title significant of other things than 

G r e e k culture; and Bii Lanbda E p s l l o x , a "oooducational
1

' 

society of ton active rionbors and "fratroc e x Collegia".
6 

The croon of the Greek letter societies, naxiely, P h i 

Beta H a ^ p a , cai!c to Oviiirthriore in 1090, vjiion, on 3"tmo G , Co-

ixieneexiont D a y , tho Bpsilor, Chapter of Ponneylvania xm.ii eo-

tahlls'ied.
7

 President Hac3.ll, of tho Broun University C h a p t e r , 

and Profeasor A p p l e t o n , of the Harvard Chapter, wore chiefly 

3.-lbid. 1 0 9 5 , n p . G l , GO-9. \ 5 - I b i d . 1 0 0 D , p . 09, 
a-Xbid. 1 0 9 5 , iop. GO—01. G - X b i d . 1 9 0 2 , p . 1 2 8 . 
5-IbId. 1 8 9 2 , T>. 8 7 , 1 0 9 0 , P . 169.1 7 - I b i d . 1 0 9 7 , v. 7 4 , 1898, *O. Qff, 
<I-Thla. 1 0 9 9 , p . 0 7 , 1900, T). 9 7 , \ 1 8 9 9 , p . G 5 , 1 9 0 0 , x„ 7 6 , 1901, 

1 9 0 1 , p . 1 2 0 , 1 9 0 2 , p . 1 : 5 , 1905,\ p . 7 9 , 1 9 0 0 , p . 0 0 , 1 0 0 5 , p . 78, 
T ) » 1 0 9 . 



0» 

instrumental in procuring Ov/airtlmorc's c h a r t e r , and bocaxxs its 

charter rieiibors. S i n c e 1 0 9 5 , o e n b e r s of tlie craduatinc class 

T/I IO \7orcj c o n s i d e r e d eligible t o -the f r a t e r n i t y had b o o n ehoson 

for tin-.- prospective lienor according to tlic xYatornity
4

 a r u l e s . 

The basis of selection xiac excellence in scholarship in the 

A r t e part', iont as shovm b y a standing in tho first third of 

uiie oli.iss • 

iiaioiig V/hu sioii—U-rooh letoer societies loiTied b y tho stu— 

d e n t s , xx-z-v three clubs formed b y l o y a l (and advertising) gra-
 ! 

duatos of t. „o 0\;urti2iiuro OraiiiAr or I ' r e m r a t o r y S c h o o l (founded 

in 1099) Friends* C o n t r o l O e h o o l (tilth o o n b o r s f r o u the early 

1090
f

s),'-' una G o o m o Oelioel (trith Lieiibors in the 1 9 0 0 ' H e w ! 

Yoxii had its club In the 1000*0 (changing; its n a m e to tho '"Sons ! 

ana Daughters ef the l&roiro State'-); - ormlatlng t h i s , v/oro tho ; 

T;:rsay O l u b ^ and the C h e s t e r C o m i t y (I'onnoylvania) C l u b , the i 

not'eo of m e latter "being* j 

"U h erevor thruugli the w o r l d xic r o a n , 

B y forest f i e l d , or r i v e r , 

Old C h e s t e r C o u n t y , our loved h a u o , 

0 

S h a l l hold oui' hearts forever." 

T h e Chess C l u b , Including uoiibors of tho classos of lOBp to 
rj 

1 0 9 4 , aspired to eaiibiiiu Intellectual developi'ient vrith recreation^ 

b u t there i/ero other societies w h i c h catered to the puro lovo of 

collective fun mid n o n s e n s e , /aiong those u o r o : T o H a a k s of the " J 
j 

; ' ( 
D l a c k COT/1 , an especially v o c i f e r o u s y e t m y s t e r i o u s coripany;

w

 the j 
Eod-h<JiidoCl Club (or the R e d C r o s s D o p a r t o o n t )

9

 and the lion's Bar?-

l - J j g j f e l b v l O O O . P . 95. G - I b l d . 1 8 9 G , p . 7 9 . I 
8 - J b j d . I S P S . T). 7 4 , 10955, p . I O C , C ~ T b i d . 1 9 0 8 , p . 1 1 5 . 

1 9 0 0 , p . 1 1 6 , 1 9 0 5 , v..133. V - T b i d . 1 0 9 0 , P . 7 0 . 
5 - l b i d . 1 9 0 0 , n . 1 0 1 , 1 9 0 1 , v . 1 0 1 ko-Tbid. 1 9 0 8 , P . 1 0 4 , 1 9 0 S , p . 1 0 5 . 

1 9 0 8 , i>. 1 1 7 , 1 9 0 5 , p . 1 8 6 . (9-Tbid. 1 8 9 0 , T). 0 4 . 
4 - I b i d , 1 0 9 5 , p . 1 0 0 , 1 0 9 0 , p . 08.) 

J 



L o g C l u b ,
1

 exploiting personal peculiaritiesj the /tati-fusslnc* 

iJocioty, dedicated to repudiation of "co-education", or "twosinff 

and the 19QG C l u b , to liave its reunion after "ton years o u t " , and 
r," 

including oenborn of tlio classes; of 1095 to 1 0 9 9 . such wore 

s one of the vuried gregarious attempts to give orexmisod oppre-

ssion to collective teasing and "cuyingf, or " roGGiatf
5

 • 

Ono organisation which flourished in 1089 to 1891 w a s con-

posed of ten v;onen suudonts w h o called thenoolvos tho "He T o n " . 

They had a photograph tahen of their group which was oo raich 

adnired and discussed that t e n of the n o n students forned an 

effective caricature of i t , and thus ixivod the w a y for a oin-

ilar caricature of the noch-inauguration of Di^cld hudly Poullre 

A 
as --.'resident. " 

1 - I b i d , 1 9 0 3 , -o. 1 3 0 . 
a - T b i d . 1 9 0 2

1
 v . 1 2 6 , 

S - T b i d . 1 8 9 8 , p . G O , 1 0 9 9 , p . 9 0 . 
4 - c f . illustrations opposite pages 



CHAPTER XXII 
PUBLICATIONS 

THE HISTORY OF SWARTHMORE COLLEGE. 1869-1902 

The youthful college did not become sufficiently self-conscious, or mind-

ul of its own history until after the "Great Fire" In 1881. The next year, 

hen it was thirteen years of age, Its catalogue began the annual series of 

istorical sketches with the five-line statement:
1

 Swarthmore College was 

ounded by members of the religious Society of Friends, in order to provide 

he children of the Society and others with opportunities for higher education 

nder guarded care. With this object in view, a property of 240 acres was 

ecured In a rural district ten miles from Philadelphia on the Central 

ivlsion of the P. W . and B. Railroad." 

This modest statement of its history was continued in the catalogues 

or twenty-three years unchanged, except for giving the date of the founding 

s 1864, substituting Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore for the railroad's 

nitlals, omitting "and others," and adding after "guarded care" the words "of 

hose of their own religious faith."
2

 In 1905-06, the catalogue contained a 

dstorical sketch of twenty pages contributed by Professor William I. Hull, 

leanwhile, in The Halcyon, a year-book published by the Junior class of the 

sollege, Professor Edward H. Magill contributed a historl cal sketch which was 

>ubllshed chapter by chapter in twelve successive years from 1891 to 1903jf and 

'rofessor William P. Holcomb had written a historical sketch of pages which 

ras published in the series of volumes on higher education in the various 

3 * 
states issued by the United States Bureau of Education. 

I - The last two changes were made in 1898-99, at the beginning of the presi-
dency of William W. Birdsall. Following this change, the words were 
added: "Others are admitted upon the same terms as Friends, and nothinb 
of a sectarian nature appears in the instruction or in the management.'* 

5 - Professor Holcomb
1

s sketch was published in the volume on "The History 
of Higher Education in Pennsylvania," edited by Charles H. Haskins and 
William I. Hull, Washington, D. C. 
1 , PP. 

306 



Athletic rj^S 

The gymnasium was used in the early years ohiefly for de-

veloping and strengthening the body, and for "blowing off steam" 

when the weather was unpropitious for out-of-doors exeroise. 
A/v— /X. < f W 

The first real sportsVrecorded=±B=±fc were boxing, fencing and 

wrestling. Ayrfhafr ("S. B . C."), with colors of orange and blue 

and a motto (vis et celeritas). was founded in December, 1889. 

It had a president, secretary and treasurer, and, at one time, 

nineteen members; but nothing except a spirited sketch of a 

fencing match appears to have been recorded of the prowess of 

its members.* 

As gymnastic facilities were increased and improved, gym-

nasium exhibitions began to be given. The first of these re-

corded occurred on February 22, 1898. It included the follow-

ing "events": Bar vault, horizontal bar, hitch (? high) kick, 

parallel bars, high jump, class club race, and tumbling. A 

Sophomore-Freshman contest in the same events was held three 
o 

days before, and was won by the freshmen, 170 points to 160. 

One year later (February 22, 1899), a second varsity ex-

hibition was given, in which the same exercises were shown and, 

in addition, a Class Elephant Race, an Indian Club Race, and 

an inter-class Basket Ball game. In the last named, 1900 and 
g 

1902 defeated 1899 and 1901 by a score of 2 to 0. 

The gymnasium team of 1900 left only its picture behind 

it;
4

and 1901 and 1902 appear to have^neither team nor exhibition. 

1-Balevon. 1892, pp. 72-3; 1893, p. 170. 5-Ibld. 1900, p. 89. 
2-lbid

r
 1899. p. 103. 4-Tbid. 1901, p. 101. 

-/.j'7 



Track and Field Sports 

The college authorities, both managers and faculty, had 

been keen from the beginning that out-of-doors exercise should 

be the basis of the students* health, and had emphasized con-

tinually the motto of mej^s sana in corpore sano.
1

 The students, 

too, adopted this motto for their Athletic Association, when 

they founded it "before the Fire"; but they were naturally more 

interested in athletics for fun and sport's sake. They there-

fore engaged, from the very beginning, in an informal and un-

organized way, in whatever extra-mural sports the campus affor-

ded to the inventive minds of youth. These included fishing 

in the Crum, horse-back riding, skating, coasting, chestnuting, 

and whatever other sylvan and rural sports were suggested by 

individual ingenuity and the changing seasons. One sport ad-

vertised in the catalogues for many years, namely, ""frfrflt-toff on 

the Crum", never seems to have lived up to its advertisement, 
g 

and was finally satirized in a Halcyon poem as follows: 

THE CRUM NAVY 

i long ago, before we all Many features we must confess, 
jrown so old or half so tall, Other than this it did possess, 
this campus there did grow Yet all in Catalogue portrayed, 
reason no one seems to know), None seemed so awfully absurd 
istitution of great size. To him who had set in his mind, 
Doys and girls to patronize. "Good boating on the Crum" to fina. 

I the marvelous things t'were done, For when you now look on that stream, 
first that college was begun, How different everything does seem; 
ports of every description, You either think it must have shrunk, 
Ltion tells us there were none Or else those ancient sons have drunk 
I truly half compare with some 'Til near each drop has disappeared 
were accomplished on the Crum. From out its banks with mud besmeared 

Still, if that reason is not so, 
Since Swarthmore first began to grow, 
Nobody now seems to know why 
The Catalogue ne'er ceased its cry, 
Nor, furthermore, what has become 
Of all that "boating on the Crum." 

. Vol. I, index, and infra, pp. . p. 185. 



The faculty committee on the catalogue stuck to its guns, 

nevertheless, and continued to assert, until the catalogue of 

1898-99 that Crum Creek afforded facilities for boating. 

Meanwhile, the exciting game of iee-h,ockev was played be-

tween the classes on "Old Crum"• 

O n T fine winters for skating, hockey was exceedingly popu-

lar, especially when interoollegiate contests were staged. One 

of these brougl^ forth the following poem in the Halcvon (with 

a photograph of the Swarthmore heroes):
1 

^These are the boys But there's a captain 
Who, in a trice, (You know who), 

Beat Woodruff's "pets" Who knew just what 
Upon the ice. He had to do. 

With the hockey stick With our three men 
U . of P. once played, 'Gainst thirteen more, 

But Swarthmore boys Who could but wonder 
Better scores had made. At the score? 

They little thought But soon 'tis finished 
Of a similar doom And counted up, 

When Swarthmore boys The Mayor of the city 
Should wield the broom. Gave us eachtcup.*' 

And then they took 
Some one's advioe 

And tried a contest 
Off the ice. 

The next year (1899-1900), it was reported:
2

 "Our prin-

cipal rival (University of Pennsylvania) thought it best not 
A 

to play us a game." But in 1900-01, under the captaincy of 

W . J. Clothier, '03, Swarthmore beat the University of Penn-

sylvania 4 goals to 2; and in 1901-02, under the captaincy of 

T. S. Matthews, '02, it played its big rival to a tie score (0 to 0). 

As early as 1882, the Halcvon reports:
5

 "The early part of 

the year was quiet and uneventful. The men, during the balmy 

days of Autumn, enjoyed their usual games and sp©rts, oft times 

favoring the ladies with an invitation to behold their strange
 N 

and daring feats." — — ~T. 
1900, pp. 1 2 6 - 7 ( M - ^ A 5-Baleroiiy 1884, p. 17. 

, 1901, p. 84. ^ 



4 — ~ ~ The women, however, were not merely spectators of others* 

sports; for the same Halovon refers to the oroquet games which 

"the co-eduoatloners" enjoyed during the evenings of spring. 

During the summer of 1882, Isaac H . Clothier, a member of 

the board of managers, had seen the game of tennis being played 

in England, and being much impressed by its possibilities he 

brought home with him a fall equipment for the game and instruc-

ted Swarthmore students in its rules. Two tennis clubs were 

immediately formed, one among thirty-four of the men students 

and one among eighteen of the women students^ nets were set up 

on the rough grass of the south campus, and the play began. 

From the first, its "co-eduoational" value was recognized, and 

the first reference to it in the Halevon is illustrated by cu-

pid standing on a racquet kicking a ball. The Halcyon 

frequently called upon the muses of art and poetry to express 

their feeling of appreciation of this very "attractive" game. 

But the staid members of the board reported in 1886, that 

"among the young women, the game of lawn tennis has done much 

„ 1 

to make the out-of-door exercise profitable and attractive". 

Arranged apparently according to olasses, the group of members 

were given the names of The Initials, H. W. C. M . 0., The Rac-
g 

queteers, and the Tennisonians. 
By 1887, we find Swarthmore a member of the Intercollegiate 

g 

Lawn Tennis Association of Pennsylvania. 

After a decade of informal games, a series of tennis tour-

naments in singles and doubles was started among the men students 
4 

in 1895; and these were so successful in developing native 

talent that W . J . Clothier '03 won the intercollegiate singles 

matoh in straight sets with Yale's champion in 1901. 
1-Corporation Minutes, 1886, p. 18. 1897, p . 95. 
2 - j b & L 1884. p®. 96-98, 1888, p. 76. 5-Ibid. 1902, p. 1 5 0 . ^ ' 
5-Tbid. 1889, p. 49. . ^ ^ v U ^ j t 

IfoL. » 0 . 



The men's Athletic Association mis founded apparently in 

the year 1872-73; for the first field meeting -was held in the 

spring of 1873. But its constitution, by-laws, and all its 

minutes down to 1881 were destroyed in the Fire of that year, 

and no later scribe recorded its earliest history. 

Some writers of later years expressed scorn of the prim-

itive athletic facilities, For example, a Halcyon editor of 

1889 wrote:
1

 "A few years after the founding of the College, 

same little interest was taken in Athletics; but it was of a 

most primitive character. In '78 there were no athletic grounds, 

not even an apology for a gymnasium, no effort at judicious su-

pervision of athletic interests by any member of the Alumni or 

Faculty, no thought, even, of pointing out to the students the 

exercise they required, and no provision whatever for the class 

of weak, timid, or indolent students, who especially need exer-

cise, but who take no part in the usual college games. At this 

time, a mere apology of an association: was formed, and the field 

meetings were held on a level piece of road near the College, 

Since then, mainly by the active efforts of the undergraduates, 

assisted by the Alumni, a few friends of the College and the 

Faculty, enormous strides have been made," 

In the autumn of 1881, a new constitution and by-laws were 

adopted^ and the ninth field meeting was held on Saturday, April 

29, 1882, on the grounds of the "Delaware County Agricultural 

Sool.tr atjlwyn, P e n n s y l v a n i a . ^ ^ x L j t ^ t ^ ^ l t - / K ^ 

•The lack of a gymnasium and campus in 1881-82 prevented 

the athletes from having adequate training for the field meet-

ing of 1882, and the records made were admittedly poor. The 

gymnasium at Swarthmore was not re-opened until February, 1883, 
prJL 

1-Page 2-HaloWn^x 1884. p. 77, 

: f ; 



and again the records made that year were «±acr "below the mark" • 

In 18jl, it had been decided to award gold medals to con-

testants who succeeded in breaking the best records; and Russell 

Hoopes of West Chester, of the Class of 1884,was awarded the 

first gold medal for breaking the one-mile walk in the spring 

of 1882, with a record of 8 min
#
 45 sec.. 

Some of the records made between May, 1878, and May, 1881, 

have been preserved, and these give some idea of the sports en-

gaged in at the field meetings and the proficiency of the con-

testants. These were as follows:
1 

red Yards* Dash, 10 2-5 sec., 
iding High Jump, 4 ft. 9 In. 
Mile Run, 5 min. 53£ sec. 
Vaulting, 8 ft. 7f in. 

Mile Walk, 8 min. 45 sec., 
Yards' Run, 53 sec., 
.ing High Jump, 5 ft. 2 in., 

cle Race, One Mile, 4 min. 35 sec. 
Yards* Dash, 23 2-5 sec., 
ing the Shot, 36 ft., 
Half Mile Run, 2 min. 11& sec., 
ing Broad Jump, 20 ft. 1 in., 
Ie Race, (120 yards,) 19 sec., 
wing the Hammer, 82 ft. 2 in., 
ding Broad Jump, 9 ft. 10 in., 

To these were added, in the spring and fall meetings of 

1882 the "Ex-Members* Dash" (100 yards) W . F . Dowdall, Time, 

lit sec., and the Tug of War, Time 53 and 56 sec.; but at these 

meetings, none of the previous records were broken. When t 

letter aro oompared with these of 19Q8
f
 tgc find that 

iad ̂ een brokens^as follows the 100-3 

T̂ y W . Mtftteson *9ft), 220-yard dibsh (22 3-5 see. b is 

02), 440-ykx£ run (51 3-5 sec. by 3 X B . Hoodley *97' 

Jun (4 min. 39 by H . B . Foreman * 8 0 K 2-mile bicycld^ 

f6 min. 1 aec. by N . H , Maiinahee *0C), 100-yhpd hurdle (10| a^A. 

l-Salavon^ 1884, p. 83 

W . F . Dowdall, May '80. 
s. L . Clayton, May *80. 
w. L . Elkins, Jr., Nov. 4, *82. 
E . Smedley, Nov. 4, *82. 
R. Hoopes, April 29, *82 

May 10, * 79. s. Keemle, 
April 29, *82 
May 10, * 79. 

w. L . Baner and S . S . 

April 29, *82 
May 10, * 79. 

Clayton, May '80. 
D . Pacheco, Nov. 4, *82. 
T . L . Moore, May '80. 
N . Lukens, May 14, .'81. 
J. M . Caley, May '80. 
w. L . Butler, May '80. 
R. Higgins, May 11, '78. 
T , L . Moore, May '80. 
T . L . Moore, May *80. 



6 

to-T). B. ftughTnnro *9l)| pglo vault (10 ft.\C>£ In. by H . Oun^ 

i o k
1

9 4 ) , standing high juW) (5 ft. lli in. by I. D . Webste:' 
1

 89)\running broad jump (2l\ft. 9 in. by F. l\ Thomas '98)J 

]uttin^\the shot (37 ft. If by G. H . Brooke\^3), throw-

ing the ttammer (113 ft. 1 in. b^\B. L . Clark
 1

96), Npne mil< 

lalk (7 mliu 10 2-5 sec. by P. Parrish '96), 220-yard liurdjje 

3ace (19 sec\ by S. C. Palmer *95), iialf mile run ( 2 

sec. by G . M . Lamb '00), hurling diseuB (87 ft. 3 in. by 

U OUjwart '05), B-Biile run (10 iiiin. 48 getry-by R. L-r-Peargg: 

( 

/fox, 
every one of the old records had been broken, the 

2-mile bicycle race had taken the place of the 1-mile, the run-

ning high and the standing broad jumps and the tug-of-war and 

ex-members
1

 dash had been dropped, while hurling the discus and 

the 2-mile run were the only new ones introduced, ^ s a s ^ ^ s ^ " 

The T i ^ of War was continued throughout the 1880* s. We 

find, for example, in the spring of 1888, Swarthmore's team 
i 1 

being pulled by Yale's only 2 inches; and in 1890, the follow-

ing reference to it occurs: "In tug-of-war, Swarthmore's strong-

hold, she has been particularly efficient during the past year. 

The College team won the state championship at the annual meet-

ing of the Pennsylvania I. C. A . A., and third place at the Inter-

collegiate Athletic Association, at New York, thus engraving 

Swarthmore's name on the Cup of the Association for the first 

time. The light-weight team won the championship of Philadel-

phia, and has the enviable record of never having lost a contest." 

But this sport fell out of repute in college circles, and 
we hear nothing more of it at Swarthmore after 1890. 

H H B M k 1890,
 P
o88. 

2-lbid. 1892, p. 95. 

(J ; £>• 



Another sport, Cffioket. was apparently played for only 

a short time at Swarthmore, as baseball and football were great-

ly preferred. In fact, the only reference to it here occurs in 

the Halcyon of 1885-86, which gives only the names of the offi-
•1 

cers of the "Swarthmore College Crioket Association" 

togg^^t^jq^^i^was one of the earliest unorganized 

sports, and it continued to be useful for "training" during the 

autumn, after the football season, and during the time when the 
g 

new gymnasium of 1899 was under completion. 

From "hare and hounds", cross-country running easily ran 

into r^lfty .yatffis,; and these were finally exalted into an inter-

collegiate contest. Swarthmore participated in the first of 

these in April, 1898, when it won against Haverford, New York 

University, College City of New York, and Rutgers, in 3 min. 

40 2-5 sec.% next year, it was beaten by New York Uni-

versity, in 3 min. 35 2-5 sec.%
4

 Rutgers won in 1900, in 3 
g 

min. 34 2-5 sec.^ C^u^^ia^ 

Lflgy^sse began at Swarthmore in 1892, in a very humble 

way, with a game against the Media Y . M . C. A., which Swarth-

more won 3-0; but it was beaten that year by the University 
6 

of Pennsylvania, 1 to 2. Then followed four years of sys-

tematic training on the south campus, and the offer of the S . Powell Cup for an inter-class contest, which was won in 1896 

by the Class of 1898,
7

 and in 1901 by the Class of 1901.
8 

The next year (1897), under the captaincy of 1". L . Thomas, 

$698, Swarthmore
1

 s team lost to Johns Hopkins and Lehigh, but 

tied Harvard (1 to l).
9

 In 1898, with A . P . Way '98 captain, 

Swarthmore lost to Johns Hopkins, Crescent Athletic Club and 

1-Ibid. 1887, p. 60. 
2-lbid. 1901, p. 84. A generation later, organized cross-country 

running became very popular under a member of the faculty 
(Townsend Scudder) who was proficient in the art. 

5-Ibid. 1900, p. 88. 5ylbid
f
 1902, p. 104. 7. Ibid.1897.p.86. 

4 ® 1901, p. 99. 6-Ibid. 1893, p. 1®1. 8. Ibid. 1903. p.98. Z W -
9. Ibid. 1898,p. 96. 



Stevens, but tied Harvard and Lehigh (5 to 5, and 2 to 2).
1 

In 1899, with John P. Broamell
 1

99 as captain, Swarthmore 

was again beaten by the Crescent Athletic Club (0-8), and by 

Stevens (1 to 2), but beat Harvard (9 to 0) and Columbia (5 to 0), 
, 2 

and tied with Lehigh (2 to 2). 

The invincible Crescent Athletic Club again beat Swarth-

more in 1900, with Otley E . Jackson *00 captain, by 8 to 0, 

and Johns Hopkins^by 7 to 4; but 4*^defeated Hobart (6 to 0), 

Columbia (8 to 2), Pennsylvania twice (5 to 2 and 5 to 0), Ste-

vens (6 to 3), and Lehigh (5 to 0).
3 

The Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association of the United 

States was organized in 1901, and this was a banner year for 

Swarthmore, with E . Williams
 1

01 as captain. It defeated all 

of its seven rivals: the Crescent Athletic Club at last (3 to 2), 

Johns Hopkins (4 to 2), University of Pennsylvania twice (5 to 0 

and 8 to 2), Lehigh (4 to 2), Columbia (5 to 0), College of the 

City of New York (4 to 0), and Swarthmore Alumni (8 to 0).
4 

In 1902, with T. S. Matthews *02 as captain, 
<JT 

As compared with the recordjs of the Intercollegiate Ath-

letic Association of Pennsylvania, which Swarthmore had joined 
E • 

in 1886, Swarthmore held six records out of fourteen, namely, 

the 100-yard dash (10 1-5 sec. by W . Matteson *97), the 2-mile 

bicycle race (5 min. 13 2-5 sec. by H . J. Webster
 f

97), 120-

yard hurdle (17 sec. by W . Roberts *90), 220-yard hurdle (27 2-5 

sec. by A . P. Way *03), the broad jump (21 ft. 7i in. by F . L . 

Thomas),, and the pole vault (10 ft. 5 in. by F . L . Thomas). 

1-Ibid. 1899, p. 100. 4-Ibid. 1903,?p. 87, 98. 
2-lbid. 1901, p. 96. 5-The other colleges in the asso-
5-lbid. 1902, p. 100. ciation which held records were: 

Pennsylvania State, 3; University 
of Pennsylvania, 4; Lehigh, ly 



9 . 

In 1890, Swarthmore won the Pennsylvania I. C. A , A . Cup 

and the Championship of the State. This victory was ohiefly 

due to Walter Roberts, '90, who won four points (in the 120-yd. 

hurdle, running high jump, running broad jump, and pole-vault) 

and broke two of the Association's records, namely, the 120-yd. 

hurdle (17 sec. as against 17 4-5 sec.) and the running broad 

jump (20 ft. 4§- in. as against 20 ft. 2 in.). In 1891, Swarth-

more again won the cup and championship of Pennsylvania by 58 

points against 42 for the University of Pennsylvania, 9 for 

Lafayette, 5 for Dickinson, and 3 for Lehigh. 

The next year, Swarthmore lost the cup to the University 

of Pennsylvania
 n

 only because", the editor of the Halcvon rather 

peevishly complained, "an institution styling itself with much 

emphasis a 'university*, and possessing nearly twenty men to our 

one, had become thoroughly aroused and ashamed at having been 

twice defeated by that 'little Quaker College by the Crum'. The 

points won in this contest were: Univ. of Pa.^flSl; Swarthmore^* 

39; Pa. State College^l2. Lehigh, Lafayette, Dickinson, and 

Haverford won no points.
 h 

The large university having dropped out of the association, 

Swarthmore won the meet in 1893 with 57 points against 22 for 

Western University (Pittsburg), 21 for Pa. State, 7 for Lehigh, 

and 2 each for Diokinson and Lafayette. In this meet, D . B . 

Rushmore '94 equalled the 120-yard hurdle (in 17 2-5 sec.); 

S . C. Palmer '95 broke the 220 yard hurdle (in 27 3-5 sec.), 

and B . Clark '96 the 16-lb. hammer throw record (93 ft. 11 in.). 

The next year, Swarthmore again won the meet, with 66§ 

points against 29 for Pa. State, 10J- for Western Univ., and 6 

for Lehigh. In this meet, S. C. Palmer '95 broke the 100-yd. 

record (in 10 1-5 seo.), D . B . Rushmore '94 the 120-yard hurdle 

(in 17 1-5 sec.), F. W . Sims '97 the 2-mile bicycle (5 min. 31 2-5 
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sec.), T. E . Gleim '96 the 440-yard dash (54 1-5 sec.), and B . 

<Ck Clark *96 the 16-lb. hammer (116 ft. 7 8-10 in.). 

In 1895, Swarthmore again won the meet with 68 points a-

gainst 23 for Lafayette and 21 for Pa. State; hut this time, 

no records were broken. 

Swarthmore lost to Lafayette in 1896 by 42 points to 46; 

but won again in 1897 with 78 points against 30 for Pa. State, 

and 4 for Lehigh. In the latter meet, C. Hoadley '97 broke 

the 220-yard record (in 23 sec.). 

In 1898, Swarthmore yielded to Pa. State by 45 points to 

48, although L . S. Taylor
 1

98 broke the 120-yd. hurdle record 

(17 sec.), I*. L . Thomas * 98 the pole vault (10 ft. 5 in.) and 

broad jump (21 ft. 7i in.). The closeness of this contest is 

shown by the fact that Swarthmore and Pa. State were tied in 

first places (6 to 6) and in second places (6 to 6), Pa. State 

winning in third places (6 to 3). 

Among the fifteengrecords of the Intercollegiate Athletio 

Association of America, Swarthmore held one, namely, the 2-mileJ 

bicycle race (5 min. 7 3-5 sec. by R . E . Manley * 9 7 ) ,
1

J f l B y ~ l S 8 8
t 

the Halcvon editor could claim with pardonable pride:
2

 "It is 

in athletics that Swarthmore has made the most sweeping advan-

ces. 'Whittierfield' has been conceived and built; our athletes 

have competed with the best in the country and attained a fair 

degree of success. Swarthmore holds second place in the State 

of Pennsylvania; and, with the increased amount of material, 

may hope for as much suocess in the future." 

1890*s editor sang a similar paeon:
5

 "Track athletics 

1-Records held by some of the other twenty colleges in this asso-
ciation were: Univ. of Pa., 7; Cornell, 3; Yale, 2; Harvard, 1; 
California, 1. 
2-Halevon. 1889,j?p. 12, 55. 
5-Ibid. 1890. p. 88. 



has always been our pride and glory. And why should they not 

be? The number of students in college from which to choose ath-
> 

letes has never been above one hundred, yet we have caused the 

Garnet to be looked upon with envy and admiration wherever Swarth-

more men have contested. Such excitement has never been witnessed 

at an Inter-state Athletic Meeting^ as when last Spring Swarthmore 

came second to the University of Pennsylvania with a record of 

six firsts and four seconds to seven firsts and five seconds for 

the University." 

The next year's editor cited as the reason for Swarthmore*s 

high standing in Athletics the following:
1

 "It is M 

that our athletes are developed and not in a number of prepara-

tory schools, as is the case with too many institutions that have 

a high reputation in the athletic field. The feeling of college 

loyalty that exists at Swarthmore brings out and develops any-

thing and everything that there is in a man for the benefit of 

himself and his alma mater." 

Bicycling had an early start at Swarthmore. In the autumn 

of 1882, a bicycle club, known as the Swarthmore College Wheel-

men, was formed (for some untold reason sub rosa). and the first 

high-wheeler made Its appearance the next spring. Its captain 

was C. P . Cope, *88, who won the medal in fancy riding at the 

"Bi-Centennial Meet" in Philadelphia, October, 1882.
2

 By 1885, 

the club had twelve members, some of whom possessed "safety" 

bicycles. The Halcvon continued to chronicle the "Swarthmore 

Cyclers" through the subsequent years, until 1890 put an end 
3 

to the sport in college contests. » 

The Athletic Association held Its field meetings regularly, 

1-Ibid. 1891, p. 91. 
2-Balovon, 1884, pp. 93-5. 
5-lbid. 1890, p. 80. 
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year after year, usually in May, and equipped them with a full 

corps of officers, such as referee, judges, managing committee, 

marshal, marshal*s aids, starter, time keepers, and scorer. An 

Alumni Advisory Committee was formed in 1890. Other advances 

were made in the realm of athletics, and the Halcyon editor, con 

trasting the situation in 188$ with that of 1878, wrote: "Now 

Swarthmore can boast of one of the finest cinder tracks in the 

state; and our gymnasium, although nothing to brag of, we trust 

will survive until, in the not far distant future, by another 

enthusiastic movement like the one that produced Whittierfield, 

a fully equipped gymnasium will make its appearance and place 

us on a par with our sister colleges, tfrom the poor apology of 

*78, has arisen a prosperous association; and, with the perfec-

ting of the impending scheme of an amalgamation of the Athletic 

and the Base and Foot Ball Associations, the prosperity of Ath-

letics will be undoubtedly increased. Among the several dona-

tions that have been made to the Athletic Association for the 

purpose of promoting interest and competition in our Field Meet-

ings, the most important one is the Cup presented by the Editor-

ial Board of Volume VI of the PhtBnix. This Cup was given to 

the Association as a prize to be contested for by the different 

classes. Last year, at the first meeting on "Whittierfield", 

when the Cup was awarded, "*89"' was engraved on the first space. 

The points won in this oontest were: *872X0; »88^-51; *89~67; 

> 9 0 ^ . 7 . S ^ J U v J t (Jt^K. ^Z^+^r-

1 1 1 6

 Halcyon editor of 1890 wrote in 1888:
2

 "Athletics were 

for a long time, considered by the Managers of Swarthmore to be 

detrimental to the best interest of the college." But the facts 

1-1889,pp. 55-56. 
8-1890, p. 87. 



seem not to support that statement; for, as has been seen, both 

board and faculty had been from the beginning keenly in favor of 

athletics of the proper kind and under proper control. 

The question at issue between the students and the authori-

ties was, of course, in the definition of the term "proper". 

The student view of the issue was put as follows:
1

 "Probably 

in regard to no other department of our college has there been 

such an entire revolution of policy as has since the founding 

of the institution taken place with respect to athletics. The 

history of the development and growth of this branch of college 

life at Swarthmore presents an instructive lesson to those of 

us who are inclined to be somewhat impatient under restrictions, 

and who, ignorant of the past, cannot appreciate the great chan-

ges which have been brought about, nor the entire absence of 

narrow conservativeness in the present attitude of our managers 

and faculty toward this great safeguard of collegiate energy. 

Jf> ̂ In the early days of athletics at Swarthmore, there was much 

remonstrance against the severe restrictions under which they 

were placed, and justly so, we should now say, but at that time 

athletics were by no means the important part of college life 

which they now are, and managers and faculty, feeling the need 

of great caution in the granting of new and untried privileges, 

of whose results they were uncertain, were for a long time ex-

tremely conservative, and held the students to rules which would 

now be regarded as unjust and unbearable. By long and patient 

effort, however, on the part of the students, among whom were 

at that time many of our now most honored alumni, to whom Swarth-

more owes a debt of gratitude, a change of feeling in this respect 
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was "brought about, and athletics were regarded in a more liberal 

light. With what opposition these men had to contend we cannot 

now realize, but their final success, after years of constant 

struggle and demonstration, should teach a useful lesson to all 

Swarthmore students^F^To be restricted to two annual games with 

Haverford; to be forbidden to play all other colleges either at 

home or abroad; to be prohibited from charging admission to the 

few games which were played; to have intercollegiate athletics 

severely frowned upon, and even interclass contests regarded in 

no very favorable light, would, we now think, be very tyrannical 

and unendurable. Yet such was, at no very remote period of our 

history, the attitude of our managers toward athletics, and with 

these facts before us we can the better appreciate how great a 

change has been wrought in this direction.^ The history of ath-

letics at Swarthmore is very similar to that of every new growth 

which slowly and surely, with many victories and many defeats, 

steadily works out its own salvation. At times the interest in 

this department waned till it seemed well-nigh gone; but ever 

returning with increased strength, it at last gained to its 

cause the faculty and managers, and since then the history of 

athletics in our college has been brilliant indeed. Lack of 

space precludes a detailed history, but how differently are 

we situated from what were our predecessors of but a decade 

ago. With a broad-minded faculty, backed by a liberal board 

of managers, it would indeed be strange if we were not a col-

lege of athletes. Though judiciously subordinated to the reg-

ular college work, with which no college may allow interference 

and continue to prosper, athletics have been encouraged and pro-

moted by all interested in Swarthmore, till, to-day, her fame in 

this field does honor to the college and to the men who have won 

it for her." 
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In 1891, President De^Gara^o restated the view of the fac-

ulty in the following report to the board:
1

 "The students of 

our College take an active interest in athletic exercises, as 

well as in general physical development. Within suitable limits 

this spirit is to be encouraged rather than repressed, not be-

cause such a course is easier than the opposite, or because ath-

letics happen to be the popular rage, but because there is a 

basis of reason in the pursuit of physical excellence. The 

mediaeval idea was the renunciation of bodily excellence as un-

worthy of a member of the civitas dei upon earth, but this idea 

is obsolete, and it is well for the world that it is so. The 

modern idea is of volition, action— 

'Let us then be up and doing.* 
< c

But action, directly or indirectly, implies a body capable of 

expressing in the fullest measure the resolutions of the spirit. 

The man who expresses his will directly upon the world through 

the use of tools surely needs this physical perfection, but the 

thinker, the organizer, the director needs it in a greater de-

gree, for only a good physical frame can insure a bright, heal-

thy mind, or enable the brain long to sustain the heavy drains 

of modern economic life. There is also an educational phase 

to this matter, for it is pretty sure that while the young are 

vigorously exercising their muscles on the athletic grounds or 

in the gymnasium they will not be idling their time away in 

vain and perhaps harmful imaginings, or expending their super-

fluous physical vigor in 'ways that are dark and tricks that 

are vain* It is, in short, the business of intellectual and 

moral education to prepare man for the highest and most effi-

cient usefulness in the world, and that of physical education 

1-Stockholders* Minutes, 1891, p. El. 
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to enable him to stamp an enli'^htened will upon the world around 

him. It is much to be desired that our present hopes for two 

new gymnasiums be realized. The young people are now checked 

and hampered in their desire for the proper development of phy-

sical grace and strength by the lack of proper gymnasium accomm-

odations." 

Even a most gentle member of the gentler sect on the fao-

ulty, Dean Elizabeth Powell Bond, commemorated a foot-ball vic-

tory as follows:
1

 *
 c
 j * . 

jf'Twas Saturday noon Mien we set out, 
And we had not far for to go; 

For our Swarthmore boys were to play a lusty bout 
With the Haverfordians 0. 

Chorus. 

Ohi the autumn sun shone bright, 
And the autumn winds did blow—did blow; 
While our brave fellows went rushing to the top 
And Haverford stayed down, below, below, below, 
And Haverford stayed down below. 

Then up spake the captain of the "black and red". 
And a feed spoken man was he; 

"We must weaken the side that's coming out ahead, 
Or, alas! we all beaten shall b e . " — C h o . 

So they took from our line our valiant "centre rush", 
And a strong, true man was he; 

But the boys that were left were no concessive mush, 
And they played for victory.——Cho. 

Then "rahl rah! rah!" did greet our gallant team, 
As they bravely ran up the score; 

And Haverford stopped with only fourteen. 
While Swarthmore had sixteen m o r e . — C h o . " 

But the president and dean, board and faculty were quite 

well aware of the evils that had grown up in connection with 

college athletics; and in his report of 1894, Dr. De Garmo 

stated these as follows? "Athletics.—This subject is an un-

solved problem in our higher institutions of learning. To many 

1-Halovon. 1893, p. 211. This was the victory of Swarthmore over 
Haverford, November 22, 1890, by a score of 30 to 14. 
2-Stockholders' Minutes, 1894, pp. 23-4. 

L a 



young men it is a source of powerful interest; to their parents 

a source of equally powerful anxiety. That it can last in its 

present form in the universities is not probable. The gambling 

and drinking that accompany, and the carousings that follow these 

entertainments are unmixed evils, which should, if they must 

exist, not be attached to an academic event. It is also question-

able whether the vast advertising that the successful athlete 

gets in the papers and at the games is a good thing for him or 

for the ends for which the college exists. We must not forget 

an important fact, stated long ago by Aristotle, that all good 

things tend to pass the limit of goodness and to become bad. 

It is good for young men to overcame obstacles, to cultivate 

physical prowess, to develop pluck, endurance, skill, and oontrol 

of temper under trying circumstances; and it is good for them 

to have the admiration of their fellow-students when they have 

done well; but it is not good that recreation should become occu-

pation, even temporarily, or that a few should be developed vi-

cariously for the many, or that the young should shine out in 

such a burst of glory that they are blinded to the realities of 

life. A plant that bears fruit prematurely goes prematurely to 

decay. Whatever the solution of these problems may be for the 

university, they hardly exist for Swarthmore. In the first 

place, almost every able-bodied student in the college parti-

cipates in some form of athletics, so that a large per cent, 

of the students get whatever advantages a temperate partici-

pation can give. In the second place, all get the benefit of 

physical training in the gymnasium during the winter. As to 

inter-collegiate games, the number is limited, and the circum-

stances are such that large crowds do not attend, and that 

drunkenness, gambling and carousing are quite unknown. Then, 
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too, the names of the students are not so heralded over the 

country that they conceive the battle of life won before it 

has really begun. It is alone at the college, therefore, that 

we find the healthy mean in athletics below which the young miss 

a valuable good, and above which they experience a positive evil." 

Track and field sport^werevery little subjected^except 

football and baseball) to these evils; and Swarthmore* s records 

were steadily broken. The records and record breakers, from 

1878 to 1902, were as follows: 

Swarthmore* s Track and Fieiajfeecords. 1878—1902. 

as compared with those of the 

Intercollegiate Athletic Association of Pennsylvania 

and the 

InterCollegiate Amateur Athletic Association of America. 
A 

ents Swarthmore I.C.A.A. of Pa. I.C.A.A.A.of A. w+yq* i i • . 
yd. dash I : s e o - 1 8 7 8 

T. L. Moore*80,11 1-5 sec.1880 
W . F. Dowdall»84T

i n
 « -

 o
JL880 

I. D . Webster*89j
 s e

I887 
S . C. Palmer* 95,lt^sec. 
W . Matteson*97.10 1-5 sec. 

S . C. Palmer 
(S*more*95) 
10 1-5 sec. 

W . Matteson 
(S*more*97) 
10 1-5 sec. 

9 4-5 sec. 

yd. dash \ F. J. Palmer*78,26 sec.,1877 
T. L. Moore*80,23 2-5 sec.1880 
K . W . Hughes*94,23 2-5 sec.1893 
C. B . Hoadley*97,23 sec. / 
E . S. Harris*02,22 3-5 sec. / 

H . 9-. Vernon 
(S*more*9l) 

*23 3-5 sec. 

21 1-5 sec. yd. dash \ F. J. Palmer*78,26 sec.,1877 
T. L. Moore*80,23 2-5 sec.1880 
K . W . Hughes*94,23 2-5 sec.1893 
C. B . Hoadley*97,23 sec. / 
E . S. Harris*02,22 3-5 sec. / 

'22 1-5 sec. 

- C . B . Hoadley. 
rt̂ - *97^) 

23 sec. 

21 1-5 sec. 

yd. run W . P . Feeder*79.60 sec.1877 
S . Keemle(Prep.I53 sec.1879 
A . C. Pancoast'88,53 sec. 
C. B . Hoadlev'97.51 3-5 sec. 

T. R . Gleim 
(S*more* 96) 
54 1-5 see. 

49 2-5 seo. yd. run W . P . Feeder*79.60 sec.1877 
S . Keemle(Prep.I53 sec.1879 
A . C. Pancoast'88,53 sec. 
C. B . Hoadlev'97.51 3-5 sec. 52± sec. 

49 2-5 seo. 

-mile run R . W . Morton,2 m.32£ s.,1878 
H . S. Wood*80,2 m.24 s.1879 
i, M . Caley*82,2 m . ll£ s.1880 
H . B . Forman,Jr.*89,2 m.8 2-5 s. 
W . Clothier*95,2 m.8 s.1893 

1 G
t
 M

t
 LtmVOO,? Wt 4 St 

2 m.5 4-5 sec. 1 m.56 4-5 s. 



I.C.A.A,A, of A . Swarthmore (i.C.A.A.of Pa, 
H . C . Shafer(Prep.)5 m.56 s.,1882\4 m.38 s. \ 4 m.23 2-5 s. 
W . L . Elkins.Jr.'86,5 rn.53is.1882 
C. C. Miller*86,5 m.4l£s.l883 
F . A . Brastow(Prep)5 m.58 s.1883 
I. D . Webster*89.4 m.58 1-5 S.1886J 
j . ft. |Q;CT£ffl

t
Jr/89

t
4 pi

t
g9 ,s

t
1886/

 ? 
T. M. Lightfoot'88,7 m.41f S.1888\H. J. Webster R. E# Manley 
F . W . Speakman*93,7 m.5 1-5 s. 1888) (S'more *97) (S*more*97) 

run 

e bicycle 

d 
H . L . Heulings*94,6 m . 48 s.1889 
H . C. Mode*95,6 m . 13 s.1892 
R . E . Manley*95,5 m.7f s. 
F . W . Sims*97,5 m . 18 s.1894 
I . D . Hubbard*98,5 m.4 3-5 s. 
N . H . Mannakee*02.5 m.l s.1902 
F . J . Palmer*78,21 s.1877 
R . B. Higgins*80,19 s.1878 
I. D . Webster'89,17 3-5 s.1886 
W . Roberts*90,17 a.1890 
D . B. Rushmore*94,16£ s.1894 

m.13 2-5 s. \ 5 m.7 3-5 s. 

F . W . Sims 
(S'more* 97) 

5 m.31 2-5 s. \ 
D . B . Rushmore l 
(S*more*94) 
L7 1-5 sec. 

S . Taylor 
(S'more' 98) 
17 s. ' 

•/W. Roberts 
(S'more* 90) 

1. hurdle 15 2-5 s, 

1. hurdle H . G . Vernon*91,28 s.1889 
F . H . Cocks*93,27f s.1892 
S . C. Palmer*95,27 s. 
K.. W . Hughes, 

S . C. Palmer 23 3-5 s. 
(S'more* 95) 
27 3-5 s. | 

A . P . Way / 
(S'more *03) / 
27 2-5 s. / ^ 

irault S . Clayton'82.8 ft.6 in. 1880 1 
E . M . Smedley'86,9 fb.7iin.1884 fl 
W . H . Seaman^88,9ft.8|in. 1888 n 
1 . B . Temple *^91,10ft. l£in. 1891 N 
H . Conrow*94,10ft.6fin.1894 ( 

F . L . Thomas 
(S'more*98) 
JLO ft.5 in. f 
IT. W . Curtiss/ 
(S*more*98) 

do ft.4^ in. 
11. Conrow 
(S*more* 94) 

lg. Conrow 
(S*more*94)Tied 
for second place 
with 10 ft. 8fin 

11 ft. 5 in. 

Jump P. L . Hopper*79,4ft.7in.1877 
J. Fitch*79,4 ft.ll in.1878 
P. L . Hopper*79,5ft.1 in.1879 
I . D . Webster*89.5ft.lliin.1887 

6 ft. It in. 6 ft. 3 in. 

jump T . L . Moore*80,16ft.6in. 1877 
W . Butler,Jr.'82,16ft. 11-^in. 1878 
C.Cft Field'81,18ft.7in.l879 
T . L . Moore*80,18ft.7iin.1879 
I. D . Webster*89,20ft.10§in.1887 
H . Conrow*94.21 ft.l in.1894 
F . L . Thomas*98.21 ft.9in. 

W . Roberts 
(S'more*90) 
20 ft.4^ in. 

F . L . Thomas 
\(S*more*98) 
\21 ft.7i in. 

24 ft. 4£- in. 

lg shot «T, Fitch'79,29ft.10in.1878 B8 ft.4t in. 
T . L . Moore'80,31ft.7£in.1879 
N . Lukens,'85,36ft.,1881 \ 
G . H . Brooke'93.37ft.lMn. 1893 \ 

44 ft. 3 in. 



Swartftgorg I.e.A.A.of Pa. I.C.A.A.A.of A, 
ing hammer! A . T . Shoemaker*81,55ft. 10in.l878/B. L . Clark \154 ft. 4£ in. 

T T. I f n n m t f i n OS>-M- 5>4r» U V 7 Q ( S l m / « .
0
I QA ^ \ T. L . Moore*80,82ft.2in.l879 

W . A . Christy(Prep)89ft.5in.1888 
B. L . Clark*96,95ft.lOfcin.1893 
~ P. Bond*94,99ft.8in.l894 
B . L . Clark,*96,113ft.1 in.~ S

B. S. Mcllvain,*92,92ft.4£in. 1892 

W. ! l. E l k i n s , J r . * 8 6 , 9 m . 4 8 l-5s., 
1879. 

F . Kirtland*83,8m.50 2-5S.1880 
D . A . Baum*84,8m.47 2-5S.1881 
R . Hoopes*84.8m.45s. 1882 
E . M . Harvey*89,8m.9s. 1888 
R. C. Manning* 93,7m.50is, 1891 
R. C. Manning*93,7m.34 4-58.1891-
P. Parrish*96.7m.10 2-5s.*63e 

(S*more*96) 
9£ ft,13, fa, 
B . L . Clark 
(S*more*96) 
116ft.7 8-10in. 

123 ft. 6 in. 
7 m . 22 s, 

Ira Smedley*01,11 m . 16 s. 
R . L. Pearson*02,10 m . 48 s. 

6 m . 45 2-5 s. 

9 m . 51 3-5 s. 

W . Overfield,Jr.•03, 85 ft. 
S. T. Stewart*03, 87 ft. 3 in. 

ng discus 

f 



3 X . 

Baseball 

Organized "baseball began at Swarthmore with the formation 

of a Base Ball and Foot Ball Association, which was first announ-

ced in 1882. The first nine had Guion Miller '83 as catch, E . M . 

Smedley *86 pitch, J. E . Verree *83 left field, J. L. Lippincott 

'86 centre field, with five other regulars and two substitutes. 

The teams played in 1882 were Wynnewood (16 to 6 vg,. Swarthmore), 

Shortlidge (25 to 10 vs. Shortlidge, and 18 to 15 vs. Swarthmore) 

Philadelphia (17 to 10 vs. Philadelphia), West Chester Normal 

(22 to 14 West Chester), the Alumni (20 to 19 and 33 to 6 

vs. the Alumni), Swarthmore 2nd. (31 to 8 Swarthmore 2nd.), 

and—to crown the season—Haverford (9 to 8 vs. Haver ford) 

No games or teams are recorded in the eight years from 1883 

to 1890, during which^wSpe, baseball was evidently eclipsed by 

track and field sports. In 1887, a promise of a better future 

was made by the amalgamation of the Base Ball and Foot Ball Asso-

ciation with the Athletic Association; but it was not until the 

"Childs Cup", presented by George W . Childs, the distinguished 

editor of the Philadelphia Public Ledger, began to be competed 

for in inter-class games that baseball took a new lease on life. 

In 1889, the championship and the cup were won by the Sub-Colle-

giate Class (1894), under the captaincy of J". M . Pugh; but the 

Halcvon gives no details as to personnel or games. 

The team of 1890, captained by J. F . Murray * 92, was defea-

ted by U . of Pa. Reserves (10 to 1 and 10 to 7) and Dickinson 

(9 to 7); but it defeated Muhlenberg (10 to 2), West Chester 

State Normal School (4 to l), and Haverford (16 to l).
2

 The 

leaders on this team besides Murray, were H . B . Coles * 92 (catch) 

G. H . Brooke
 f

93 (shortstop), W . H . Brooke '93 (right field), H . 

Heulings *94 (pitchj, S. S. Bond '91 (3 base), and J. M . Pugh '94 

(2 base). 
1-HalcVon. 1882-83, pp. 84-9. 2-Ibid

f
 1892, pp. 96, 105-6. 



The record of 1891 shows four games won "by Swarthmore with 

a score of 82, and four lost by Swarthmore with a score of 56• 

Among these were defeats by U . of P. Reserves (9 to 8), Univ. 

of Virginia (14 to 2 and 7 to 4), and Haverford (12 to 9); but 

victories were won over U . of P. Reserves (18 to 3), and Haver-

ford (17 to 4). The leaders of 1890 continued in tact, with 

J. M . Pugh as captain, and E . P. Bond '94 a new star.
1 

With most of the former stars out of college, the season 

of 1892 was short and inconspicuous. The Halcyon mentions only 

two games, namely, with Lehigh (which Lehigh won by 13 to 6) and 

"Ex-Members" (which Swarthmore won by 11 to 3); and it offers as 

an excuse for this poor showing "the comparatively small number 
2 

of our men and the consequent necessity for concentration". 

The season of 1893 saw fifteen games played, but the only 

signigicant ones were with Univ. of Pa., Columbia, Georgetown 

Univ., and Dickinson. In all of these, Swarthmore was defeated 

(by Univ. of Pa. twice: 2 to 17 and 1 to 591); its only conso-

lation was a victory over Pa. Mil. College (8 to 3), but it did 

not meet Haverford. Several of the team made excellent records 
3 

in other sports, but they evidently did not train for baseball. 

In 1894, 1895, 1896, and 1897, only interclass games were 

played,
 f

96 winning the championship in 1894 against * 95 and 
4 

* 97 by 23 to 4 and 15 to 0, and a forfeit from *94. The next 

year, * 97 won against * 95, '96 and * 98 (6 to 4, 13 to 9, and 12 

to 6);
5

 in 1896, the Childs Cup went to *98 which defeated
 f

96 

by 24 to 2 (in a two-inning game!), '97 by 4 to 3, and '99 by 21 

to S;
6

 in 1897, the winner was *98, which defeated
 1

97 by 9 
T 

to 6, and
 1

99 by 5 to 3. 
1-Ibid. 1893, pp. 154-60. 4-Ibid. 1896, p. 76. 6-Ibid. 1898, p. 95. 
2-Ibid

f
 1 8 9 4 , p p . 91, 8 6 . 5-Ibid. 1 8 9 7 , p . 93. 7 - < * v . / < > , . 

5-Ibid. 1895, p. 92. On the team were G . H . Brooke (pitch), 1 . P. Bond 
(2nd.base), Edgar Lippincott (1st. base), Hughes (3rd. base), and 
C. G . Hodge (shortstop). 



The only class games in baseball that were played in 1900 

were between 1903 and 1902, and 1903 and 1901, in both of which 

1903 won,
1

 In 1901, inter-class games were again the only ones 
2 

played, 1902 winning the match and the cup. Finally, in 1902, 

Football 

Football started at Swarthmore in the "Base Ball and Foot 

Ball Association" of 1882, baseball taking the leading place. 

The football team of that year was composed of six "rushers", 

three half-backs, one quarter-back, one "ball", and three sub-

stitutes. The only games recorded were two between Haverford 

*86 and Swarthmore
 f

86, the first game resulting in 2 goals and 

11 touchdowns for Swarthmore, and 0 goal and 0 touchdown for 

Haverford; but the second one resulting in 1 goal and 0 touch-
3 

down for Haverford, and 0 goal and 1 touchdown for Swarthmore. 

One of the "rushers" in these games was J. E . Verree, one of the 

half-backs C. C. Miller, and the "ball" (or full-back and cap-

tain?) Guion Miller
 f

83. 

We are left without records for the next three years, but 

find that in 1885 there were three teams, namely, those of the 

College, the Class of
 f

88 and the Class of
 f

89. The games played 

were between the College and Pa. Mil. Acad., Univ. of Pa., Haver-

ford, Dickinson, Johns Hopkins, and Ex-Members; between Swarth-

*88 and Haverford *88 and Lafayette '88; and between Swarthmore 

1-Ibid. 1902, p. 104. 5-Ibid. 1884, pp. 84, 90-92. 
2-Ib^d. 1903, p. 98. 



*89 and Univ. of Pa.
 ,

89. The College victories in these in-

cluded Pa. Mil. Acad. (56 to 4), Dickinson (34 to 6), Johns 

Hopkins (16 to 0), and Ex-Members (32 to 6); while its defeats 

were with Univ. of Pa. (6 to 68), and Haverford (40 to 10). 

Swarthmore* s *88 was defeated by Haverford*s *88 (12 to 16)', 

but Swarthmore*s ^89 defeated Haverford*s *89 (35 to 0). Swarth-

more* s *88 was defeated by Lafayette*s *88 (20 to 24); but 

Swarthmore*s '89 defeated Univ. of Pa.*s *89 (17 to 7). Among 

the stars on the College team were Fred K . Lane *87 (captain), 

William H . Seaman (also captain of *88), Morris L . Clothier 

(also captain of *89), Aaron C. Pancoast (on both the varsity 

and *88), Horace Roberts '87, I. D . Webster (on both the vars-

ity and *89), and Ethelbert llkins (on both the varsity and *88); 

on
 1

88, were Ellis P. and W . S. Marshall, and E . Lawrence Fell; 

l~ui/on
 1

89, were Alex. G . Cummins, F . B . Pyle, H . B . Forman, E . M . 

Harvey, and Ralph Stone.
1 

So successful was the season of 1885 considered that the 

next year four teams weSte formed, that of the Class of *90 

being added to the three of the previous year; but the records 

only of the varsity are given. This team played Lafayette and 

Dickinson, and beat them both (20 to 12, and 28 to 15). Pan-

coast, Pyle, Lane, Elkins (captain), Seaman and Clothier were 

again on the varsity, and Cummins and W . E . Sweet *90 were add-

ed. By this time, the names given to the positions on the team 

were forwards, quarter back, half backs, and back. 

In 1887, the College team with Cummins as captain played 

four teams, and was defeated by two of them: Lehigh (24 to 0) 

and Lafayette (31 to 6). But it defeated Dickinson (22 to 6) 
g 

and Haverford (30 to 16). 

1-Ibid. 1887, pp. 57-8. 5-Ibid. 1889, p. 63. 
2-Ibid. 1888, pp. 63-4. 



The season of 1888 was admitted to he "unfortunate" hy 

the Halovon
1

s editor, who stated the reason to he "our misfor-

tune to have men injured in practice games whose places could 

not be filled and the team was compelled to go on the field in 

every game except the first in a crippled condition". In the 

five games played, Swarthmore was defeated in every one; the 

scores stood: Lehigh (12 to 8, and 50 to 0), Lafayette (18 to 

0), Univ. of Pa. (44 to 6), and Haverford (6 to 0).
1 

The team in 1889 was again unsuccessful. It was beaten by 

Pa. State (20 to 6), Bucknell (8 to 0), F. and M . (22 to 4), and 

Haverford (10 to 4); and was victorious only over Dickinson 

(16 to 12) and ExOfembers (18 to 0).
2 

In 1890, Swarthmore became a member of the Pennsylvania 

Inter-Collegiate Foot Ball League, together with Bucknell, Dick-

inson, F. and M., Haverford, Pa. State. This extra competition 

helped the team of that year to be more successful. It defeated 

Delaware (54 to 0), Georgetown Univ. (20 to 0), and Haverford 

(50 to 14); but was itself defeated by Univ. of Pa. (0 to 10), 

Lehigh (0 to 50), and Dickinson (0 to 8). Its captain was J. F . 

Murray '92; and some of its members were B . S. Mcllvain
 f

92, C. 

Hart '92, E . Hart '93, E . B . Temple '91, J. M . Pugh '94, F. N . 

Carr '92, and E . P. Bond * 94. 

Third place was won in the Pa. League, in 1891, with Pa. 

State and Bucknell in the lead, and F. and M., Dickinson, and 

Haverford trailing Swarthmore. Besides these teams, Swarthmore 

played the Schuylkill Navy (22 to 6, 30 to 0, 16 to 6), Short-

lidge (18 to 0, and 22 to 0), and Pa. Mil. Acad. (52 to 0); 

1-Ibid. 1890, pp. 87, 94-6. Seven of the team were again called 
"rushers" (with one of these called "centre"/; but the "back" was 
now called "full-back". ' 
2-JUfl, 1891, p. 90. 
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while Haverford was defeated 62 to 01 J. F . Murray was captain 

during this season, while G. H . Brooke, Bond and F. H . Cocks * 93, 

were star players. 

Haverford
1

 s freshman team was defeated by Swarthmore* s the 

same year, 40 to 0; and since Swarthmore had won the field meet-

ing in the spring against Univ. of Pa. by 58 points to 42, the 

Halcvon exhibited three graves and tombstones bearing the in-

scriptions: "Sacred to the Memory of Univ. of Penn. Buried May 

23, 1891"; "Out of sight, Forlorn Hope: Here is Poor Haverford, 

who departed this Life on Nov. 21, 1891: 62 to 0";^ and "At 

Rest: Haverford *94 cruelly slain Nov. 11, 1891: 40 to O".
1 

Swarthmore was badly beaten by Lehigh in 1892 (0 to 51); 

it lost, also, to the Univ. of Pa. (0 to 22) and to F. and M . 

(0 to 10), but triumphed over Haverford (22 to 6), Dickinson 

(18 to 0), Univ. of N . Y . (26 to 0), Pa. Mil. Acad. (8 to 4), 

the Warren A . C. of Wilmington (10 to 0), and P. A . S. C. (58 

to 0). Brooke (captain), Hughes, Palmer, and G.^Greist *94, 

were the star players this year.
2 

In 1893, Haverford was again defeated (50 to 0), as were 

also Bucknell (36 to 0), Pa. Mil. Acad. (34 to 16), Univ. of 

Pa. Reserves (30 to 0), Phila. Y . M . C. A . (14 to 0), and Media 

(32 to 0); Johns Hopkins was tied (12 to 12); but Georgetown 

Univ. and F. and M . won (34 to 10 and 8 to 0) . Greist was cap-

tain this year, and A . K . White *94, Palmer *95, Clarke *96, 

Hodge * 96, E . Lippincott *95, W . S. Brooke *97, Simms *97, and 

Firth *96 were prominent players. 

Haverford was defeated again in 1894 by 32 to 0, as were 

also F . and M . (10 to 0), Dickinson (66 to 15) and Pa. Mil. 

1-Ibid. 1893, pp. 139, 147-53. 3-lbid . 1895, p. 93. 
2-lbid. 1894, pp. 92-3. 



Acad. (50 to 0); "but Lehigh won (53 to 0), also Lafayette (46 to 

0) and Georgetown Univ. (22 to 18), while Univ. of Pa. won twice 

(66 to 0 and 20 to 0). In revenge for these last two defeats, 

Swarthmore defeated the Univ. of Pa. Medical School "by 54 to 01 

Palmer, Clarke, W . S. Brooke, Hodge (captain), Knauer '96, Firth, 

E . Lippincott, Sims, Fousej^ I. Clothier '96, and Sullivan '97, 

were prominent this year.
1 

The Univ. of Pa. again defeated Swarthmore in 1895 (by 40 

to 0), and Swarthmore yielded to Rutgers (12 to 26), F. and M . 

(0 to 46), and Haverford (0 to 24); but it tied St. John's (22 

to 22), and defeated Johns Hopkins (28 to 14), Gettysburg (10 

to 0), Ursinus(20 to 4), Delaware (14 to 0 and 31 to 12), Bal-

timore City College (20 to 0), and Pa. Mil. College (16 to 12).
2 

Haverford won again in 1896 (42 to 6), as did also F . and 

M. (10 to 0), Gettysburg (10 to 4), and Rutgers (16 to 10); and 

Swarthmore defeated only P . M . C. (12 to 6), and tied^games with 

Villa Nova (10 to 0, and 0 to 16).
3 

Swarthmore* s record in 1897 was somewhat brighter, with vic-

tories over Rutgers (8 to 6), Ursinus (12 to 0), Johns Hopkins 

(16 to 0), St. John's (18 to 4), Delaware (12 to 6), and Media 

(14 to 0); but it lost to Haverford (6 to 8), Ursinus (2nd. 

game, 0 to 4), and Dickinson (4 to 20), and tied with P. M . C. 

(6 to 6) and F . and M . (6 to 6). This season, the leading play-

ers were: R . B . Farquhar '00 (captain), Booth '99, Downing '01, 
U e 

Way '99, 0. E . Jackson '00, J. S. Ver^widen '99, A . D . Jackson '99, 

F. M . Mc Vaugh '01 and Harper '00.
4 

1-Ibid. 1896, p. 75. 
p.-Ibid. 1897, p. 94. ^5-Ibid. 1898, p. 94. The names and photographs 
of the players are not given in the Halcyon of these last two years. 
4-Ibid. 1899, p. 991 



CO* 

The game with Haverford this year was called on account of 

darkness, with ten minutes more to play. Swarthmoreans claimed, 

naturally, that there had been undue delay in the second half, 

and a Halcyon hard expressed the general discontent with the 

result in a "Farce: A Contest between the Rival Kingdoms of 

Haverford and Swarthmore" Jjf During the decade from 1888 to 1897, 

Swarthmore had won five games over Haverford (196 points), and 

Haverford had won five games over Swarthmore (90 points). Hence 

the rivalry had become intense, while the enthusiasm preceding 

the games and the joy or gloom following them had reached un-

wholesome proportions among the students of both colleges. 

The Swarthmore team of 1898 was determined to reverse the 

defeat of the year before; but it was again defeated by Haver-

ford (0 to 12). Bucknell also defeated it (34 to 18)^ but it 

was victorious over its other opponents: Delaware (22 to 0), 

Rutgers (6 to 0), Georgetown (11 to 6), Ursinus (29 to 0), P. 

M . C. (22 to 0), F. & M . (10 to 6), Delaware (6 to 0), and Co-

lumbia# (22 to 6). With two defeats and eight victories (146 

to 64 points to its credit, the team was quite successful*—ex-

cept for its last game and crowning defeat witil^Haverfordl 

Farquhar was captain again this year, and A . P. Hall * 02, G . A . 

Seaman '01 and F . Bell * 04 were added to the galaxy of the year 

before.
1 

For the third tiine^lnri8997\mider Farquhar
1

 s captaincy^) 

the Swarthmore team played and^defeated Haverford (34 to 12). 

Its other victories were over Delaware (17 to 0), Johns Hop-

kins (22 to 0), Rutgers (34 toO), Stevens (22 to 2), Dickinson 

(6 to 5), and F. & M. (12 to 0). With only one defeat (Lafay-

ette, 6 to 16), one tie (Ursinus, 5 to 5), seven victories, 

and 158 points to its opponents
1

 40, the team of this year was 

1-Ibid* 1900, p. 79. 



hailed as illustrious. Besides Farquhar, Downing, Bell, Hall, 

0, 1 . Jackson, Matthews '02, F. Mc Vaugh, Seaman, W . J. Cloth-

ier and Stewart
 1

03 all covered themselves with glory.
1 

Downing was captain of the team in 1900, and he was ably 

supported by W , J, Clothier, Matthews, Stewart, F . Mc Vaugh, 

Seaman, and Roy Mc Vaugh ' 02. Haverford was defeated this year 

by 17 to 10, and Swarthmore* s other victories were over Ursinus 

(17 to 5), P. M . C. (28 to 5), and F. & M . (24 to 10); it tied 

with St. John's (5 to 5) and Georgetown (16 to 16), but was de-

feated by Dickinson (0 to 12), Lafayette (2 to 34), and Lehigh 

(0 to 17).
2 

Swarthmore *s victories in 1901 were over Ursinus (17 to 5), 

Delaware (10 to 0), Lehigh (6 to 5), Rutgers (27 to 0), St. John 

(17 to 11), and P. M . C. (33 to 0); while wfes- defeats were by 
\ Xka/ 

the Univ. of Pa. (0 to 28) and Dickinson (6 to 28); andYfcfe* ties 

were with F . & M . (0 to 0) and Haverford (6 to 6). The last 

named game was considered a "tie that binds", for the rivalry 

between the two colleges was now such as to threaten a breaking-

point between them. By this time, the series had resulted in 

seven games won by Swarthmore and six by Haverford (263 points 

to 144), with a tie (6 to 6) at the end. The captain of 1901's 

team was A. P. Hall '02, and his staunch supporters were Stewart 

Marter
 f

02, Matthews (until disabled), J. J. Lippincott *05, 

G. Satterthwaite *03, M^nnakee *02 and R . G. Jackson *05. 

1-Ibid. 1901, pp. 86-7. 
2-Ibid. 1902, pp. 92-4. 
3 - 2 3 1 , 1903, 



No history of a college football team would "be complete 

without a reference to the "Scrub". A Halcyon poet pays due 

homage to these often neglected football heroes in the follow-

1 
ing verses: 

**Who is it that's working in sunshine or rain, 
With never a thought of applause or of gain? 
Who offers all gladly—time, muscle, and brain? 
Who is it? 

The Scrub. 

Who thinks first of College and never of self? 
Who gets the hard knocks and gets laid on the shelf, 
While he plays his last ounce, as a gambler his pelf? 
Who is it? 

i—The Scrub. 

And who, when the team plays the year's biggest game, 
Stands ready to sub without envy or shame? 
For deep in his heart is one thought—Swarthmore* s fame 
Who is it? 

— T h r e e cheers for the Scrub!** 

Among all these self-sacrificing Swarthmore worthies who 

helped so invaluably to make successful football teams yea* 

after year with little or no recognition, perhaps Howard Coo-

per Johnson *1896 was the most noteworthy. His freshman, sopho-

more, junior and senior years found him invariably among the 

scrubs, taking the hard knocks in various places on the second 

team and sometimes acting as captain of it and as substitute 

on the first team, but not once having the coveted chance of 

playing in a varsity game. 

1-Halcvon. 1902, p. 15S. 



The Girls' Athletic Club 

Organized athletic games among the women students were 

late in getting started at Swarthmore as in other co-educa-

tional colleges. Finally, in October, 1898, a Girls* Athle-

tic Club was organized under the leadership of E . Mae Myers 

and Lydia B. Clothier, both of the Class of 1900, aided by 

Miss Rachel L. Hutchinson, assistant in physical culture for 

young women. The officers and committees of this club are 

listed, in the Halcyon. and an inter-class basket ball game 

is recorded as having been played in Somerville Gymnasium and 

won by 1900. No other games began in 1898; but the picture 

introducing the club included the symbols of bicycling, ten-

nis and golf, besides basket ball.
1 

The next year, inter-class basket ball games were held, 

the Class of 1900 again winning the championship. The cap-

tain of this team was E , Mae Myers, and its other members were 

Lucy Bancroft, Edna N . Miller, Anna H . Lippincott, J. Ethel 

Thompson, Margery Pyle, and Florence E . Christy. 

Inter-class basket ball gaaes wer^tHe only^layed asato 

in 1900, 1901 and 1902, the Class of 1902 winning the champion-

ship in all three years. 

That the girls' basket ball games were no tame and le-

thargic affairs is attested by a Halcyon poem, entitled "Basket 

Ball a the East Wing", which is reminiscent of Robert Sou-

they*8 * H o w - - t h e W a t - e r % I t is as follows:^"* 

*A Waiting, a throwing, a running, a thump, 
A rushing, a pushing, a skipping, a jump, 

1-Ibid. 1899, pp. 104-5. %-Ibid. 19QG), pp. 91 fta. 1901, pp. 102-3; 
. 1902, p. 106; 1903, pp. 99-100. 

•L- jJr^L, if 00,11.11-%. J^-Ibid. 1902, p. 168. 



A scrambling, a falling, a tearing of hair, 
A pitching—and loS the ball isn't there! 

A passing,a grabbing, a snapping, a fall, 
A seizing, a rolling, a scrapping, a squall 
A shoving, a snatching, a kicking, a roll, 
A dashing, a bounding, a tossing—a goal! 

A throwing, a guarding, a shoving, a fall, 
A moaning, a groaning, a loosing the ball, 
A calling, a kicking, an ankle that's lame, 
A rushing, a whistling—the end of the game 



Tlxi OAHPUS 

1 
The year after the college was opened, the board reported: "The great irjprove-

ent of the grounds of the College - the grading, sodding and laying out of the concrete 

alks and carriage roads, furnishes a strong contrast to the condition of the grounds last 

ear, 
"Nearly one hundred deciduous trees, =ostly contributed by Hoopes, Bros. & 

homas, have been recently planted, and we have offers of valuable trees to be transplanted 

e 

n the spring, when our landscape gardener proposes to set out also a variety of shrubbery 

nd evergreens. 

"The station on the railroad has been changed in nazne to Swarthmore, and a Post 

ffice ana M a n s Express Office of the same name have been established there. Letters and 

ackagee sent to the College will, therefore, bear that direction." 

One item in the report of the next year reflects the bucolic character of 
2 

,he era: "Sheds have been provided for the horses of strangers visiting the institution; 

ihe grounds have been further improved by sodding, grading, and laying out additional 

rallcs and drives." 
S 

In 1872, it was reported: "The long-delayed planting of trees for the new 

rare ami drivers at length undertaken, the laying out of this ware and drive will be 

carried on during the open weather of the coning winter." Acknowledgment was roade in 

this report of a gift of "five thousand dollars to improve the grounds, given by th? 

Samuel Willetsl." The new walk was duly completed in 1373; and 

the next year, a substantial addition to the campus was made by the purchase of ninety-
5 

three acres of land known as the West 3farn, or the Westdale Tract. This purchase was 
of great importance; for it not only enabled the college to "control the neighborhood of 

6 
the station on the Rail-road," but it brought to the campus the historic West House, the 

1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1370, p. 7. 2 - Ibid. 1871, p . 40. 

3 - roid. 1372, p . 42. 
4 - Cf. infra, p. • 
5 - Stockholders' Ilinutes, 1874, pp. 41,43, 51-2. 

ja 1875-77, % new and commodius station" was built on land leased by the college to 
the railroad. 

j-1 



(The Carrous) 
- 2 

.rth-place of Benjamin West. The stun of $,?6,000 was paid for this farm, and for reoair-
1 

tg the house and fitting it up as the residence of two professors. 

It was not so much the historic and artistic interest which appealed to the 
> 

lard - at leas£\^S$&far as appears from the report - as it was the ultimate material ad-

intages of the house and the farm. In the report of 1S76, the latter was emphasized 
o 

i follows: "During the present year the large farm of the West-Dale property has "been 

it under excellent cultivation. This has been done at considerable expense, for which 

te crons of the oresent year could not be expected to malce aoa adeauate return. 
3 

The next year, the report reads: "Outside improvements have not been lost sight 

during the past year. The new Station oijthe Bailroad has "been completed, old buildings 

.ve been removed, and the long delayed planting of trees upon the lawn has received 

'oper attention. The farm also, has been much imjf^fcived, and the crops raised have "been 

Efficient to cover the expense thus incurred." 

The Benjamin West House had been separated from the college campus by the Chester 

iad, which ran straight down from what is now Cedar Lane, to the west of the West House, 
4 

,d to the railroad station. In 1878, the board reported: "By a change in the direction 

the road in front of the College, a great improvement will be made in the appearance of 

ie grounds." This change was made by removing the Chester Eoad to its -oresent location 
5 

Lst of the West House; and the next year, the board reported: "The change in the loca-

.on of the road has now been made, and the new road is open to the public. During the 

iming summer the old road, now vacated, will be graded down and included in the lawn, which 

.11 greatly improve the appearance of the grounds." 

Just beside the West House (on the south-east) was a fine spring; and it is pro-

ibly to its enlargement that the report of 1879 refers as follows: "An increased supply of 

iter lias been obtained by digging a large well near the College, and also by constructing 

Ibid; 1876. p . 50. ^ 

- Ibid, 1877, p . 54 

- Ibid, 1378, p . 50. 

- 1373, p p . 49 - 50. 
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a new reservoir near the railroad, from which an additional supply of pure spring water 

can be obtained when required." The site of this reservoir and one source of its water 

were probably near the group of willow trees and their springs, which formed a long-

continued beauty spot upon the south-east campus. 

The catalogue of'1879-80 contained the first description of the campus, which 

was as follows: "The College property contains 240 acres, of which about one-half is de-

voted to the farm, and the remainder consists of lawn ana pleasure grounds. Crura Creek, 

which forms the west boundary of the property, furnishes excellent facilities for boating, 

bathing, and skating." 

The acquisition of the West Jaira enabled other improvements in the grounds to be 
1 

made, as was reported in 1880: "A new entrance to the grounds lias been laid out, leading 

past the West mansion, and a double row of trees planted on each side of it. llore than 

two hundred trees have been planted ujon the grounds during the gear, including two rows 

along the public highway throughout the extent of the College property. A new approach 

to the College on the '.Torth lias also been made, connecting directly with the new road to 

theNSee** opened last year. Uuch expense has necessarily attended these improvements, 

part of which was met by the current receipts of the College, but the necessary funds have 

Deen chiefly furnished by one to whom the College is already very largely indebted for his 

generous aid and assistance in the past." 
p> 

At the same tine, the board notified the stockholders that it would ask for 

luthority, "after the expiration of three months, to purchase a lot of fourteen and a half 

icres of land, known as the Harper Lot, and adjoining the grounds of Swarthmore College." 

The Great Fire occurred in September, 1881, but in December of that year, the 
3 

)oard reported the following addition to the campus: "ilew water /s*rarJha. r u u t j ^ ^ 

. - Ibid. 1880. p. 57. ' 

' - 1880.C57. 
i - Ibid, 1831, p. 17. 
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been erected through the generosity of two of our friends. For this purpose several acres 

of land were purchased on the west side of Crum Creel:, from which we obtain a fine stream 

of never-failing spring water, which is to be forced to the top of the college by a 

Turbine wheel, designed and constructed by one of our own graduates of the Scientific 

Department. This will supply at the highest point in the building fifty thousand gallons 

of water per day, a Quantity which far exceeds the largest demand ever made for college 
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tion upon re- ^ 
* i. 

Although. tile Pire was a heavy blow, and necessitatea concentrate 
1 

storing the main building, the campus was not neglected; for, in 1883, the board stated: 

"The new water-works referred to last vear, are now completed, and are suoolying the tanks 

daily with about 40,000 gallons, being an excess over the united capacity of the tanks 
w 

of 12,000 gallons. The waste -pipes ana sewer are t-ius kept thoroughly flushed, and the 

healthfulness of the College greatly'promoted. The 

01x116. imm 6 ci iately adjacent to the 

College have been carefully regraded and sodded, the asphaltum walks repaired and new ones 

added; in short, all traces of the recent destruction completely removed." 
Besides other improvements on the campus, the board reported in 1833 a further 

o 

proposed -ourchase of t.iirt-
r

-five acres of land: "The farm, which has been greatly im- ^ s 

proved during the past few years, is now among the best in this section of the countrv, if 

Tne grounds in front of and around the College Building nave never looked so promising v^!* 

as at the present time; most of the trees are growing finely and the walks are nearly N . / 

all laid with asphaltum, thus affording ample room for the students for recreation, there] 

being nearly one mile of good dry walks around the building. 

"When the present site of the College was purchased, an adjoining property oj 

(about 35 acres, known as the Ingersoll property) £35 acres and 31 perches, situated ^ 

between the western boundary of the campus and Crura Creek]could not be obtained. As 
it had the right of way through the centre of the College grounds and being immediately 

adjoining the College buildings, the Board has always desired to secure it at a reasonable' 

price. Such an opportunity has occurred, and it only remains for the Stockholders to s .^ 

confirm its purchase ii^bhe manner directed by the constitution." J"*" 

The stockholders voted, by 2648 votes to none, that the Ingersoll Tract should 

be purchased; at the same meeting, by a vote of 1231 to none, that the Harper Lot*;^now 

held by Emmor Roberts and Daniel Underhill, situated and adjoining the grounds of the 

College on the South, and containing fourteen acres and forty perches", should also be 

purchased. With the ninety-four acres acquired before the college opened, these several 
' ^ i 

1 - Ibid, 1882, p . 64. I ' V z ^ A t ^ ^ l i l X - l S p r A ^ ^ ^ \ 

2 - Ibid, 1833, p . 22 W A ^ f p d ^ 1 ^ U ^ t ^ 
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ur chases in 1874, 1881 and 1883, amounted to about 240 acres, which formed a la±ge and 

aried campus. 

The West Farm was reported in 1884 as being "in an improving condition"; it 

supplies the College with plenty of good milk and some vegetables. Daring the past sugmer 

large cellar was built tinder the bridgeway, at the barn, in which vegetables will be 

torea ana delivered to the College as needed for^us." 

I.Iore land as a source of water-supply was needed, and the board reported in 

2 

887: "The College obtains almost all of its supply of water from the property known as 

trath Haven Dam, including three acres, together with its water privileges, which property 

s leased from Isaac S . Clothier, with the option of purchasing it at the end of the lease, 

hich expires Fifth month 3d, 1839. As this property is indispensable to the College, 

he Board desire to give notice that it is the intention of the authorities to make appli-

lation at the next meeting of the Stockholders for authority to purchase the same." 

'3 

The board reported in 1888 on this proposal as follows: "The Stocldiolders 

it their last meeting, approved of a stock vote being taken for the purchase of the 

itrath-Eaven Mill property now leased from Isaac H . Clothier, upon which the water works 

>f the College are situated. 

"The Board recommends that in place of this the Stocldiolders approvelj of the 

jurchase of the entire property, about' thirty-five acres, including all water rights, for 

fourteen thousand (§14,000) dollars, and that notice be given that a stock vote will be 

baleen on the subject at a special meeting to be held in Philadelphia on Third month 12th, 

1.889." 
4 

The stockholders thereupon resolved "That it is inexpedient at this time to 

take a stock vote on the purchase of the "Strath Haven Mill property,' as the notice for 

said vote did not cover the entire tract of land the College wishes to purchase. . . 

"That notice be given to each Stockholder that, in pursuance of our Constitution, 1 - Ibid, 1884, p . 20 2 - Ibid, 1887, p . 17 

3 - Ibid, 1338, p . 4 - Ibid, 1888, p . 3. 
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a vote will be taken at a special meeting to be held at this place, the 12th of the 3rd 

nonth, 1889, to purchase from Isaac II. Clothier the tract of land purchased by him from 

William I. Leiper by deed dated Fourth month 19th, 1881, and known as the 'Strath Haven 

•'ill property' for the sum of fourteen thousand dollars." 
1 

The next year, the report was made: "The'Strath-Haven Mill property' lias been 

mrchased by the College, subject to a mortgage of ten thousand (10,000) dollars. . . 

"The farm continues under the same satisfactory management as heretofore. The 

:ondition thereof improves year by year, while it contributes in no small degree to the 

laterial comfort of the College." 

2 
The following encouraging report was made in 1890: "The usual complete renovEu-

L. 4^/IAW-' to A+^LA/M 
;ion was given the building and extended to the grounds during the past summerjjl•

1

 "bate n u 11 l e 
tU. aJL^J^^o- H nxVyXJ^. <&-* -y^r^rtic^. 

if a propo/ed sale of some of the campus was give/ at the same time as follows: "Authority 

rill be asked of the stockholders to give the Board of Managers the right to dispose of so 

iuch of the property
7,

 of the corporation as is bounded by the railroad on the north, Spring-

'ield or Chester road on the west, and grounds of the Swarthmore Improvement Company and 

ithers on^I.e south and east - which includes all of the property of the College lying 

south of the railroad and east of the Chester or Springfield road - upon such terms, con-

ations and restrictions as the Board shall by resolution approve 

In accordance with this notice, a stock vote was taken at the stockholders' 
4 

leeting in December, 1891, which resulted in 12,674 shares (out of the total issue of 

£),000 shares) being cast in favor of and none against the sale of the land in question, 

.amely, about twenty-six acres lying "south of the line of ground in possession of the 

hiladelphia and West Chester Railroad (via Lledia) and east of the middle of Springfield 

•venue or Chester Eoad." 

, - Ibid. 1889. p . 14 

! - I M A . 1990, p . 16. 
i - Ibid; 1890, p . 18. 

: - Ibid, p . 28. 
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The next year, the hoard reported that this land had "been sold for $25,000, tort 

1 

in cash and part on mortgage. It was -upon this land that the business center of the 

borough of Swarthmore was built. 

The Depression of 1893, and a demand for land to be used for a -preparatory school, 
2 

caused the board to request authority to sell more land south of the railroad. This re-

quest was granted at a meeting of the stockholders on March 10, 1896, and the board there-

upon sold one and one-fifth acres to Arthur H. Toralinson, who erected during the following 
3 

summer, at a cost of $25,000, a building for his College Preparatory School. The land 
4 

thus sold is described as follows: "Beginning at a stone at the IT. ff. corner of the inter-

section of Chester Ho ad. and Harvard Avenue and extending northwardly along the westwardly 

side of said Chester Hoad N. 9° 33' E. 300 feet, thence IT. 89° 59' W. 180 feet, thence 

S. 9° 33' W. 300 feet, thence S. 89° 59' 3. 180 feet to the place of beginning." 

In 1899, Arthur H. Tomlinson made another bid for land adjoining his school lot; 
5 

and following a stockholders
1

 vote of December 4, 1900, the board sold him » 
acres for $2,100. 

One more sale of land occurred before 1902, namely, "a strip of land on the 

south side of Crum Creek, approximately 25 x 100 feet, for the sum of $500. This was sold 
in 1901 to the Philadelphia, Morton and Swarthmore Street Bailway Company, which desired 

6 
Jro extend its line to Media. 

a 

1 - I M i . 1892, p . 14. 
2 - Ibid. 1895, p. 33. 
3 - Ibid, 1896, p. 16. 
4

 ~
 I b i d
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5 - Ibid, 1900, p . 

6 - Ibid, 1901, pp. 28 - 29. 
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When tiie college opened its doors in 1869, there had been erected only three 

mil dings?, namely, Parrish Hall, the Laundry and Boiler Building, and the bakery and 

servants
1

 quarters. The names given to the first of these were "The College Building", 

'The Main Building", and "Swarthmore College", unti1^1902 it was given the name of Parrish 

[all, in honor of the first president, Dr. Edward Parrish. Its building-cost had been 

1204,475.41^ 

The Laundry Building was built of stone, ir^the rear of Parrish Hall, for $4,000, 

ind contained besides the laundry a boiler-house (with Hoot Sectional Safety Boilers for 

\ A MUVtM^ /tdXrt^r. ̂ CA— 

teating and cooking purposes) A a ba^eryy and the servants' rooms. U 

At the stocldiolders' meeting in 1869, the household committee of the board re-

., for^c lorted that it had furnished Parrish Hall, for dormitories, dining-room, kitchen, class- f 

1 
•ooms, library, offices, etc., at a cost of #22,576,51. 

2 

The improvements reported by the board in 1871 were as follows: "All the build^-

.ngs have been repainted outside; several of the large chambers have been divided, the 

setter to adapt them to the uses for which they were designed; additional chambers have 

)een fitted up and furnished in the west wing to accommodate the increased number of stu-

lents; permanent seats, of the best construction, have been provided for the general study 

room; the two large front rooms on the second floor have been handsomely furnished and 

Lighted for the accommodation of the College classes; slates have been substituted for 

Blackboards in maky of the class-rooms." 

The next building after Parrish Hall and the Laundry was the Barn. At the meet-

ing of the stockholders in 1871, the board recommended the building of a barn, and reported 

that it was "the opinion of the Superintendent and of the Farmer that the want of suit-

able accommodations in this respect has entailed a considerable loss upon the institution 
1 - Minutes, 1869, p . 7. 
2 - Ibid. 1871, p. 40. 
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during the past year." Six of those present at the meeting responded to this appeal 
1 

by subscribing #375. for the purpose. A year later, the board reported that the barn 
2 

had been built; but it evidently proved inadequate, for in 1879 the board reported 

that "a large barn has been erected during the past summer, at a cost of about #5000." 

This sum, it was stated, "was not taken from the College funds, but generously sub-
3 

scribed by a few intsrested friends." 

Tho rw.Yt fraildincj reported in 1872 ao being in pruueaa uP uuntstl'uullun awd 

t0 lit! icady in 1873>—waa blic "Physical Laboratory"'; but thio rapor-t wao evidently pra.-

ffn^-'^j In 187° ''"hfi frrmrii ntfitrrii "Wff
 h

" "
1

 r\
n

+ yp^
 K o o r

' n ^
0

 +o
 +

'
h p 

Labuiatuiy, wliUh-fchtt Managers, have ao long had In cunluwplaUian
y
'<^'—And, indaad, it-

-wa-3 uutr until 1882 llidl LTiu "Jilmnuu UullOlng"' elected* 

Two other improvements reported in 1872 were the substitution of "a fire-

proof construction for the wooden building a^-J- T & L ^ 

between the College and the Laundry, and "the prepara-

tion and furnishing of several chambers for the accommodation of the increased number 
6 

of students in the west end of the College." 

The report of 1873 included "a new farm-house in process of erection", and 

the following improvements painting and varnishing many of the rooms and halls, 

and furnishing for the increased number of students, occupied much of the summer vaca-

tion; heat has been introduced into the north chambers in the west end of the College, 

to render them equally comfortable and desirable with those on the south side of the 

building; new water-works have been completed, by which an ample supply of water from 

a fine spring south of the College is obtained, thus preventing the recurrence of the 

imperfect supply of last year; and a new farm-house is in process of erection. " 

The new farm-house was built to the south of the railroad, and probably took 

the place of a farm—house on the West Farm to the east of Chester Road. The students 
1 - j^ftWolfciolderj' Mimitos., 1871, pp. 34 - 35, -40. The subscribers werei Elwood Burdsall 

and Daniel Underhill (f!00 each), Hugh Mcllvain, Edmund Webster and Isaac Stephens 
(#50 each), and Elizabeth W. Parrish (#25)« 

2 - Ibid, 1872, p. 42. 3 - Ibid, 1879, p. 49. 
1.37V V* — I b i d j 1879, /L. . 

7 - TEsIcT. 1873, p. 52. ' > ' > 
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d farmer having been provided with housing, the President ras next given consideration. 
1 

o report of December, 1874 statedi "The farm house, referred to last year, has been fii>-

aed, and is now occupied by our farmer. A house for the President was commenced in the 

amer, and is now nearly completed. This will give room for several more students in the 

3t end of the college." 

The professors' turn came next, and was met (in 1875) by the purchase .cjf the 

3t Hous<=> and the fitting of it up for "two of our Professors." At the aamo timo^ the 

ird reportedi "About #800 have also been expended in the improvements of the farm. The 

isident's house has been completed, and is now occupied by his family. About $11,000 have 

;n expended in the erection of this house and the laying out of the adjacent grounds. New 

5 works have been constructed during the year, and are now in successful operation, furnishr-

\ the College with gas fully equal to that of any of our cities; these works, and the 

mges in the college needed in consequence, required the expenditure of about 411,000. 

•ing the past summer vacation the oiling, painting, carpeting, and additional furnishing 

the college, cost about i$4000<> Hie changes In, and additions to the library, already 

'erred to, including the fitting up of the students
1

 library, have cost over $1000. It 

.1 thus be^. seen that during the past year large sums have been expended in what may be 

;arded as permanent improvements of the College property* We have been enabled to make 

.s large outlay principally through the liberality of interested friends, who have always been 

ind ready in time of need." 

A 
"Hie Main Building" was not mentioned again until 1879, when it was described 

"a massive stone structure 348 feet long and four stories high, which contains the living 

>ms of the Students and Instructors, and the Lecture and Recitation rooms. It is heated 

oughout by steam, and lighted by gas, and supplied with spring water, and bath rooms on 

ry floor." 

The next year, the buildings (in addition to the Main Building and the Laundry^ 
Ibid, 1874, p. 51. 

Professors Beardsley and Appleton. 
Stockholders* Minutes, 1875, p. 50. 

• Catalogue, 1879 - 80, p. 30. | 
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ire named as follows: "Tiie G^mnasim , a frame Building, 80 x 40, contains also tempor- ^ 

•ily the l.fcfcshanical Laboratory and the Draughting Boom of the Sngineering Department. 

"A commodious stone Meeting House, at a convenient distance, has recently been 
Lilt through the generous liberality of a member of the Board of Managers. 

k 

"Tile other building? are the President's House, the West House (the birth-place of 

njamin West, and now used as a Professor's residence), the Parmer'" House, and commodious "H 

rr.i buiiaings, all constructed of stone. 

a

Thn m'nctiirm nf mi nrhli ti onnl nni 1 rl i njj fnr tilir V h - r r nnrmi inrli liinn uf 111 

j rntif i r nnil n-rrtiinnl wnr'f nf filn frill rjr i ~ in nrntiP'Til ni'i nn, -rul i li Trill bn -i-ipl ntmi 

aiv- oarly day. 11; rill irnntnin nil tfor 1 nhorntinriiior ranri 3mctnrr rnrmir •nnnftnn
lr
 rnrli 

teed' up in the moot approved manner for itg spcuial u.buv 

Of the "Main Building" itself, the report stated: "Considerable expense iia° been 

curred upon the building itself, it having been almost entirely newly roofed, and all 

e rooms in the 3ast end were thoroughly painted during the summer vacation." 

TAjl. ( ^ I J ^ ^ ^ 
In 1881, the "main building" was J(estr<5yed by fire, but the other five buildings 

\ 
caped uninjured; and a "Scientific Building" was erected during 1881-82. By September, 

32, also, the "Principal College Building" was rebuilt and ready for use. The new build-

g was almost identical with tne old, as evidenced by the following description: "The 

incipal College Building is a massive stone structure 343 feet long. It consists of a 

titer building four stories high, containing public rooms such as Lecture Booms, Museum, 

brary, Beading Boom, Parlors, Dining Hall, etc. Fire proof compartments separate this 

ilding from the two wings. These latter are each three stories high. The ground floors 

e devoted to lecture and recitation rooms; the remaining floors in the East Wing contain 

e dormitories of the young women, and in the West Wing, those of the young men. . . The 

tidings are heated throughout by steam, lighted by gas, and thoroughly v e n t i l a t e d . ^ • 
- Ibid. 1880 - 81. p . 26; (infra. ppT ) - . M * - ^ , / $ . L . f^L 

- 1331 - 32, pp. 27 - 30 (infra, pp. ). ' , a 

/ibid, 1882-83, f . 10, i W x j ^ . t t ' L H - . f A ^ L J r U l ^ -
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the work of instruction has been progressing steadily, and the College, 

i this respect, was never in a more -promising and healthful condition, the subject' of 

iramount interest and importance to the stockholders and friends of the College at this 

me must necessarily be, the restoration of the College buildings which lias been accora-

.ished since the last report. A large Committee of the Board of Managers was entrusted 

,th this important service, with power to proceed a? rapidly as possible with complete-

rs and thoroughness, towards its early accomplishment. Suggestions were solicited from 

:rious sources, especially from those who had been actively engaged in the work of the 

illege. These suggestions were carefully compared and collated, and where they commended 

lemselves to the judgment of the Committee, adopted. The rea^ilt is seen before us to-day 

i a building admirably adapted to the various educational p u ^ & s e s for which it was in-

snded. The object in view in the construction of every part has been fitness for the 

id for which it was designed, together with durability as well as security from fire. 

"The drainage, the ventilation, the^heat, the light, and the water supply have 

;en made the best and most complete that modern science can supply. While economy has 

sen carefully studied, it has not been forgotten that the wise expenditure of large sums 

TL 

1 permanent improvements is far more judicious tha^j frittering away our resources by 

jmporary contrivances, which may save hundreds of dollars this, year, and entail an expense 

: thousands in early changes and constant repairs. To any one visiting and examining the 

)llege as it stands to-day, stability and permanence, as^we^L as eminent fitness, impress 

iemselves upon the mind on every hand." J ' ^ 

The laundry had its turn in 1883, the board reporting: "In the Laundry great imp-

rovements have been made during the past year. Several important inventions in machinery 

ive been introduced, such as the hot steel mangle-iron, centrifugal wringer, etc., all of 

V ' 
lich promise to make a great saving of labor." The next year, the board reported the 

2 
ilargement and further equipment of the laundry building as follows: "The crowded condition. 

- Ibid, 1833, p . 22. 
- Ibid. 1334, pp. 20 - 21. 
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;he Laundry^ has been relieved by raising it one story, thus making twelve airy rooms 

servants on the third floor, and furnishing room for a commodious sorting and mending 

1 on the second floor, which is connected with the ironing room by an elevator. A new 

complete Washer has been added to the machinery, find the capacity of the drying frames 

>led. The total cost of these was i?5,600." 

The "Boiler House", also a stone house, was separated from the laundry and bakery 

.833, and equipped, with sectional boilers for heating and cooking p u r p o s e s . - ^ N u ^ jL>"fcr 

M-î " $ 

An astronomical observatory was erected in 1886-37, which included a home for the 

lessor of mathematics and astronomy. ^ 

A sanitary renovation and extension was provided for the west end of the main 

2 3 
.ding (the boys' dormitories), in 1889; and the next year, the board reported: "The 

arrangement of rooms for the current year, by which Seniors and Juniors may have each a 

a, or two may combine using one room for study-parlor and the other for bed-room, gives 

it satisfaction to the students thus privileged, and is conducive to health, comfort and 

Jlarship. The one drawback to the complete satisfaction in this arrangement is the fact 
e 

; the larger part of the students are not thus situated. This points to a growing neces-

r for additional dormitories. The best results from students can only be secured by 

swing them space and opportunity for secluded work, removing the disadvantages that are 

citable in the constant close contact with o t h e r s ^ ^ f ^ 

IB- bamc tlino| tho beard made an-appeal fur 'd jjepdrate ûumuium •£or tho girlc, 

aim^is •erected in 1094 ; and this wac no cooner -acquired than a now gymnasium wok; do-

ieri for thp boy3, - a doyaand which wne ouppliud La 18QJ<> — ^ < C - / L . It 
îjil P t"''ift PfrprPffifT * iijp +~hn nf rnnnn 1M i i 1d -i ajp. F fhn ^ N M R I W R N . * - .f V-! p 

n~ 

Infra, p . 
Stockholders

1

 Minutes, 1889, p . 14. . . * .
 V

~ 
Ibid. 1890, pp. 15 - 16. 

• . .. n>h a • \ 0 if 1 —1 
JjUL. UUt 
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sting ono c -,wac -f>romo t od in ^aiiuus Wd,;y.s; fog cxarjplij*!—•—I'TVnt-inp fur mimnnr rpp.pgo o£-

3-q new ho at ing system for tlio Main DuJnamg wag-anctalled.-- II CUHbifrUs uf two 72. inci) 

j"a.t the empyema ends of the biu.Min.ij, whiuh 101 m Llitj LLli u'.rer coil;; of i ttjam pipe, and-

,)Ugh cunduiti'i aoouratoly graduated in ri ?r, tn lite •variou.b rooms, inauriii^ pi'Cjpm huat 

-adaq^etliu uuHlilaticm." T P J / C ^ _ j u J i A X * - , ^ 

/ r - I 

n tap gUiM&r arVjjke neast y o u "a. f illei- pi mntjrifa nracited for the purification 

S e genei^-mitgg--supply of the-eull-gge.—£ts efficiency "nap bean demonctrated, and -it 

added' greatly to the comfort of the college family. The walls of the Assembly Hooa 

2 " 
sr principal rooms were painted, an improvement long needed and now much appreciated." 

3 

Finally, in the summer of 1901, the report stated: "The improvements to the property 

i during the summer vacation have been many and excellent. First in importance is the 

irgeraent of the meeting house "by the addition of two new wings, which not only increases 

seating capacity one half, but adds greatly to the appearance of the building. This 

Ltion we were enabled to make through the generosity of Joseph Wharton, who contributed 

necessary funds. The farm house was also enlarged and thoroughly repaired, and the sew-

system of the College rearranged and improved. All needful painting of the buildings 

been attended to; also care given to the walks, roads and grounds generally, all of which 

tributes to keeping the property in good condition." 

Although a dozen college buildings had been erected during the first generation, 

last president of the era in M s last report pointed to the ever-growing need for more, 
4 

sssing chiefly the need for dormitories. He wrote as follows: "ITo consideration of p r e -

conditions or of recent progress can be complete without reference to the needs of the 

titution which such a consideration necessarily emphasizes. In my annual reports I have 

satedly urged the need of adequate provision for our library and of better provision for 

laboratories, particularly for the laboratory of Biology. The problem of better dormitory 

ummodation lias been pressing upon us^but I had hoped that the library question might first 

Catalogue, 1898-99, p. 18. 2 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1399, p. 21. 

^
 1 9 0 1
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e solved. With eacli new year, however, the inadequacy of om- dormitories is brought 

ore urgently to attention. We have unquestionably been losing desirable students be-

ause we cannot supply the sort of dormitory accommodations which modern requirements de-

and. The essential difficulty lies in the fact that we are requiring students during 

he first two years of their college life to lodge and study, two students in a single 

oom, a system which does not obtain in any of our better institutions and which cannot 

e justified upon sound considerations of health ana comfort. The problem here presented 

s one of considerable magnitude and I respectfully urge it upon your attention." 

1 

The stockholders endorsed this need as follows: "A general discussion was had of 

hat portion of the President's Heport referring to needed dormitory accommodation. The 

entiment was unanimous that such need exists and that it should be supplied as speedily 

s possible. The concern was also freely expressed that some system of scale of prices, 

ased upon the choice of Accommodations should be inaugurated. 

sderation of both of these matters was specially referred to the attention 

f the incoming Board." 

l -
 1 9 0 1

>
 2 8 
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In the first year that the college opened, the board reported to the stockholders 

hat "the necessity of a gymnasium for boys has been very apparent, especially on those days 

hen the weather 03i the softness of the grounds around the building p a r r i s h HallJ have 

revented the usual out-door sports. So large a number of young men and boys should not be 

ept without abundant means of physical exercise. A few hundred dollars would enable us to 
1 

it t?) a temporary jjpinasium at once, and it would be highly appreciated by the students." 

The first catalogue contained the statement: "Regular daily exercise in the 

pen air is encouraged, and the extensive play grounds connected with the College afford 

reat facility for this. A large room j^n Parrish Hall, ^J 

s appropriated for the exclusive use of the girls as a play room for light gymnastics, and 

t is in contemplation to erect a complete and well appointed gymnasium for the boys." 

at the board was obliged to report, in December, 1870: "We have still to regret the want of 

gymnasium for the boys. This has been postponed for want of the requisite funds, notwiths-

tanding some special subscriptions for the purpose. In asking the Stockholders to pro-

ide the means for this building, we feel that a gymnasium is scarcely less a pressing neces-

ity in a large school than any of the ordinary provisions for intellectual training." 

n response to this appeal, the meeting inquired how much money was needed for the purpose; 
3 

ad when told that it was $4,000, nineteen of those present subscribed $4,050. The 

atalogue for 1870-71 accordingly stated that "a spacious and well-appointed gymnasium for 
4 

he boys will be completed before the close of the present school year." And at the stock-
5 

olders' meeting in December, 1871, the board gladly reported: "A gymnasium having been 

rected, a Professor of Gymnastics from Philadelphia is regularly employed to train th6 
- Sto^pldegsj^Minutes, 1869* p. 9. 2 - 1869*70, p..30. 

The subscribers were: Edward Hoopes, Barton Hoopes, Samuel Willets, 
William H. Macy ($500 each); Eobert, William C., and Clement M. Biddle, and Daniel Under-
bill ($250 each); Lucretia Mott, Dillwyn Parrish, Hugh Mcllvain, E&wood Burdsall, Isaac 
Stephens, Edward Taylor, Joseph Matthews, lydia H. Hall, Cornelia A. Willets, and Henry T. 
Willets ($100 each); and Susan M. Parrish ($50). 

- Ibid^ 1073^ 39. ^ f ? . 
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At a special meeting of the Stockholders of Swarthmore College, held at Race 

treet Meeting-house, Philadelphia, 10th month 25th, 1881, in pursuance of a call signed 

y twenty stockholders, and dated 10th month 7th, 1881, for the transaction of such "business 

s may be presented:-

The following communication with reference to the total destruction of the college 

ailding by fire, on the night of the 25th of Ninth month, and the action necessary for 

tie rebuilding of the same, was received from the Board of Managers. 

TO TIE S T0CKH0LDB3S 01 SWA2THM0BS C0LLBQ3 

The Managers have called this special meeting of the Stockholders to report to 

hem officially tne circumstances attending the recent destruction of our main college build-

ag by fire, and the present condition and the future prospects of the college. 

A few minutes before 11 o'clock, on the night of the 25th of the 9th month, an 

xplosion occurred in the upper story of the main building, then used as a Geological Museum, 

nd in a few minutes the roof of this portion of the college was in flames. The cause of 

he fire is unknown. 

Tlie authorities were quickly at hand, and, with the aid of the students, efforts 

ere made to confine the fire to the centre building. This was soon found impossible so 

ar as the east wing was concerned, as the wind was from the west, and the flames and sparks 

ere carried in that direction. 

It was hoped that the west wing could be saved, but after a fruitless attempt to 

sep the flames in the centre building, the attention of the authorities was turned to 

aving the lives of the inmates, none of whom occupied the centre building, the dormitories 

eing situated in the wings. Every room was visited and the inmates were directed to 

eave the building. There was no panic, and almost no confusion. The numerous and 

' v d d ^ U j v * / /$$i
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cellently arranged stairways contributed mu.cn to this end. '..The safety of the students 

ing secured, efforts were made to save as much of the contents of the college as possible, 

the fire broke out in the museum, nothing in it was saved. The library, on the second 

Dor of tne centre building was also inaccessible from the great heat, and was totally 

stroyed. In the west wing much of the property of the students was saved, as well as some 

Longing to the college, but in the east wing, where the fire spread more rapidly, compar-

Lvely little could be removed. Soon after one o'clock, a.m., the constant falling of the 

rnice rendered it unsafe to venture again into the building. By four o'clock, a.m., the 

Llding and its contents were totally destroyed. The night was unusually mild, and many 

sferred to spend it, with the property they had saved, in front of the burning building, 

Lie others were sheltered in the neighboring houses. The Laundry was saved, as the fire 

Dof connection checked the progress of the flames. The Gymnasium, Meetinghouse, and the 

o.ses of the President and Professors were saved. The neighbors came from miles around, 

i very kindly offered assistance of every kind. Among these, our neighbor Theodore Hyatt, 

the Military Academy a£ Chester, very kindly offered to furnish the morning meal for the 

rge college family, and it was promptly served at 7 o'clock a.m., upon the lawn. The 

aagers were summoned by telegraph and an informal meeting was held in the Meeting-house 

fore noon, at which it was resolved to continue the college with as little interruption 

£ 
possible, and to take immediate stepft to secure suitable accommodations. A committee 

aceeded promptly to Media, and made arrangements to secure the Chestnut Grove House. A 

sr days later a circular was issued to parents and guardians, inviting all the students who 

re away from their homes to assemble at this house, where they would be provided for until 

e opening. 

The work of preparation was pushed rapidly forward, and an additional house, called 

e Gayley House, was secured as lodgings for the boys. In less than two weeks after the 

re the college classes were assembled in Media, at their regular work. The students of the 

eparatory School were notified to return a few days later. 

On the nignt of the fire there were 213 students, of these 215 have returned, and 

here have been five new admissions, making the present number even greater than before. 
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consequence of the limited accommodations the Managers have deemed it best not to admit 

7 more students for the present. In consequence of this decision a number of applications 

ve, of late, been declined. 

Further accounts as to the running of the college in its new quarters will be 

baitted at the annual meeting. The following statement of the financial situation is 

bmitted: 

The insurances were as follows: 

centre building $35,000 

east wing, 32 500 

west wing, 32 500 

Total on building. .$>100 000 

furniture, $19 000 

museum, 8 000 

library, 2 000 

philosophical apparatus, 1 000 

$30 000 

The companies have agreed to pay the full amount on the building, and the remainder 

in process of adjustment. The cost of rebuilding will probably be not less than 

74,000. 

The loss on furniture, library, &c., can scarcely be estimated with accuracy, but 

must be very considerable. Then the additional expenses growing out of the fire, rent of 

uses, renewal of supplies, incidentals, &c., &c., will cause the business of the present 

ar to show a heavy deficit. The aggregate loss cannot be estimated at less than $100,000, 

d will probably exceed that sum. 

An appeal for assistance has been issued by a committee of the Board, and about 

3,500 have been thus far subscribed and contributed. 

To place the college on a safe basis, it is desirable that the full amount of 

1GO . 
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ock unissued, about $160,000, should now be placed, but in any event, at least the sum 

$100,000 should be promptly raised to make good the actual loss. As Swarthmore has not 

d the aid of a liberal endowment fund, it lias been barely self-sustaining, and it cannot 

ntinue as heretofore unless the entire loss is covered. 

The managers recommend that a committee of stockholders be appointed to take in 

nd the matter of further subscriptions, in order that their great work of reconstruction 

d restoration may be speedily prosecuted. 

Meantime the plans for rebuilding have been carefully considered by a committee of 

ie Board, and the work of clearing away the debris has already commenced. 

On behalf of the Board, 
M . FISHED L0UG6TSETH, 

Secretary. 

snth Mo. 25th, 1881. 

The report was read, and in accordance with the recommendation therein contained, 

ie following named Friends were appointed a committee (with full power to add to their nura-

sr) to adopt such measures as shall, in their judgment, seem best, to raise funds by sub-

jriptions and donations, for the re-erection of Swarthmore College, and report at the annual 

seting of the stockholders to be held in the Twelfth month: 
L 

DILWYM PAcfcHISH, ELI M. LAMB, 
CLMEKT BIDDLE, HELSU S. CCMLY, 
DAKflEL UHDEHH3LL, HEBMAH HOOPES, 
BOB SET WILLETS, LYDIA H. HALL, 
THOMAS WOODHUTT, THOMAS FOULKE, 
EDMUMD WEBSTER, HAtTlIAH W. HAYDOCK, 
PHEBE W. FOULKE, CAE0LIN2 M. BEEVES, 
ISAAC STEPHENS, EQBEHT HAYDOCK, 
I.3EECE LEWIS, HENHT M. L A I M , 
MAEk DODOS ON, BENJAMIH HL MILLIE. 

After a general interchange of views on the best method of rebuilding and secur-

ng sufficient funds to place our finances on a more solid foundation, the meeting adjourned. 

GffiOEffifi W. EALTCOCE, 
MATILDA GAEEIQUES, 

Clerks. 



In conclusion, disheartening though the great loss of our college building seemed 

first, our appeal for funds to rebuild has been, and is being so generously net, that we 

e reasonable grounds for hope that Swarthmore, before another year lias passed, will be 

ced upon a more solid and enduring basis than before. Animated by this hope let us go 

ward and make the institution more and more worthy to hold the place of the leading 

.cational institution of the Religious Society of Friends. 

The following resolutions have been adopted by the Board of Managers: 

RES0LV2D, That in the judgment of this Board, it is not expedient at this time to 

set a separate building for either boys' Dormitories or Preparatory School. 

H3SOLV32D, That in the judgment of this Board, the main building of Swarthmore Col-

;e should be reconstructed in such manner as to allow of the utilization of the fourth 

>or for dormitories or otherwise, as the He-building Committee may deem expedient. 

M. FISHEB L01TGSTBETH, 

Secretary 
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The previous chapter closed with an account of the work and condition of 

the College in its twelfth year (1880-31), during which the elimination of the Prepar-

atory School "began "by the omission of the lowest class. Notwithstanding this omission, 

the number of students continued the same as the previous year (266), "being the largest 

number thus far reached in the history of the College. During the summer which follow-

ed the Commencement of '31, an unusual amount of repairs and slight improvements was 

accomplished, including a general painting of the College anew, within and without. 

The subject of the need of a new Science Building continued to be actively considered, 

and early in the vacation Professor Beardsley, of the Engineering Department, visited 

Samuel Willets, in New York, and presented the great need of the College in this respect, 

receiving from him the promise to give $10,000 toward the building proposed. The 

Professor felt that $35,000 would be needed to carry out the plans which he proposed, and 

next visited Joseph Wharton, who offered to give what Samuel Willets would, but no more. 

Later the plans were so modified as to bring the price down to $25,000, when Joseph 

Wharton agreed to give the same as Samuel Willets, - $10,000 for the building, and add 

the $5,000 necessary for its equipment,TP It was therefore under very encouraging aus-

pices that the students were assembled at the usual time, early in the Hinth month. 

Soon after the re-opening, on Seventh-day, the 34th, a committee of the Managers met at 

the College to locate and lay out the new Science building. The ground was chosen west 

of the main building, "between the College and the President's house, the east wall of the 

new "building to "be only about twenty-five feet from the west wall of the College. Some 

one objected to this locality as being too near the College in case of fire, as "both 

buildings would be liable to be destroyed in case of the destruction of either. A highly 

An account written "by Dr. Edwapd Ilictoi Magill for The Halcyop,. 1900, pp. 12 - 16. 



esteemed Manager, of excellent judgnent and large business experience, remarked that he 

would not be afraid to assume the personal responsibility of the loss of the College by fira 

The location was accordingly approved, and the stakes were set. The next afternoon 

(First-day), the President noticed, especially, the beautiful landscape in front, and the 

newly-painted College, so well equipped within and without for its work, as he rode out 

on horseback to visit his good friend, and the good friend of the College, Isaac H. 

Clothier, of the Board of Managers, who then resided at Sharon Hill, but four miles away. 

Their conversation is well remembered, after the lapse of more than seventeen years, and 

they both felt that the prppspects of the College were never so bright as on that beautiful 

nrf^ 

autumn day. Hs At or near 11 P.M. the President passed the front door of the College on his 

return, and found there our most faithful watchman, William Mullen, who, as often before, 

accompanied the President to his stable, and at once returned to the College. A few 

minutes later a loud explosion was heard, and looking from his chamber window the President 

saw a long column of fire shooting out of the west side of the dome. His first thought 

was, it is above the level of the great tank, and we have no appliances for forcing water 

above that level. Of course it was soon found that the College was doomed, for although 

the wings were separated from the main building by fire-proof connections, the separating 

alls did not rise sufficiently high to prevent the fire from spreading, and the roof being 

of combustible material it was not long before it was in flames throughout the entire 

they were all rescued without a single accident. The young men soon, of themselves, form-

ed a line, passing down the larger or southwest stairway, and up the smaller in the north-

west, thus saving most of their effects, and some of the College furniture, including all 

the mattresses of the west end, which they threw out the windows, and which furnished fair-

ly comfortable lodging on the front lawn later in the night, after the excitement and 

highest glare of the fire had somewhat subsided. The young women fared worse, and their 

trunks and clothing were very generally destroyed. There being six stairways from the top 

to the bottom of the College, escape was not difficult although at that time there were no 

students were aroused with difficulty at that dead hour of the night, but 



jutside fire escapes!^Fire companies from Philadelphia were sent for promptly by telegraph, _ 

jut when they arrived, about 4 A.M., the building was a mass of smouldering ruins.-VFriends• 

listoricai Library, in the west alcove room, second floor, and a Professor»s room above it, 

rere saved by the fire-proof ceilings. In the Historical Library the heat was so great 

;hat a bust of Lucretia Mott was calcined, one of Elias Hicks much defaced, and a picture 

>f Elias Hicks and one of George Fox were entirely destroyed. Except these two rooms in 

;he weet alcove, the main building and wings were totally destroyed. As in the haste and 

ronfusion of the night we stumbled over the stakes for the Science building, at the west 

>nd of the College, we concluded that the new site for that building would be no longer 

irged; and it was not, but it was placed later where it now stands, at a safe distance from 

>ther buildings, between the main building and the Meeting House. 

As the Laundry was saved by the fire-proof shed which united it with the 

lain building, the College bell was struck for breakfast at the usual hour next morning, for 

iy the kind thoughtfulness of Col. Theodore Hyatt and his son, of Chester Military Academy, 

tho were promptly on hand, the bakeries of Chester and their own supplies were liberally 

Lrawn upon during the night, and an ample breakfast was set out on rude, improvised tables 

>f boards and barrels, on the front laws, at the usual hour of 7.30. When on assembling 

'or breakfast, the roll was called, it was a great jrelief to find, that every student re-

sponded^ except a few sent away on necessary errands .^Notice was at once given that thejCol-

Lege would re-open in two weeks within some reasonable distance from its present location, 

fte Managers were summoned by telegraph, and in a few hours a meeting was held in the Meet-

ing House; and as they assembled all were impressed by the contrast of the purpose of the . 

aeeting and one which was to have been held in that place on that day, as others throughout 

the country, during the funeral exercises of our martyred President Garfield. A committee 

ras appointed to proceed at once to Media and secure temporary quarters for the College, and 

Defore night the Grove House had been secured for the home, the general College exercises, 

and the 

rooms for the young women^ and the Gayley House, a few squares distant for the rooms 
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the young men. These quarters were found sufficient, though quite restricted, for all 

re disposed to make the "best of everything in view of our great disaster. '^ffhen the fire 

curred^two hundred and nineteen students had arrived at the College, and two hundred and 

rteen of these returned to our new quarters, in Media, on the re-opening. Six more were 

reived in a few days, and then all other applicants were declined for want of room. The 

i weeks were very fully occupied in securing the necessary furniture, apparatus and 'books. 

lumber of publishers and authors contributed liberally toward our new supply of books, 

bh for the classes and for the library which had been totally destroyed. The Alumni, too, 
e 

Lckly came to the rescue and started a subscription, headed by the late J . Reejje Lewis, 

the Class of '74, for the sum of $1,000. Officers of the First National Bank of Media, 

> were present at the fire, at once offered the College, without interest, a loan 6f all 

3 money, needed in the emergency. Among others who came to our rescue in this time of need^ 

r friend Henry Bentley should be mentioned^ -wbctjconnected with telephones (then much less 

id than now) the President's house with the Grove House,in Media, the students' boarding-

ice, and where the classes of the College were held. The Meeting House was used as a 

>rary, and the new books were then arranged upon the seats, and a messenger went daily to 

I from Swarthmore and Media, to carry and return the library books desired by the students, 

four days after the fire the Managers issued a circular calling for needed aid in the re-

istruction of the College. The first cost of the building lost was about $225,000. But 

is was exclusive of the valuable Museum of Natural History, collected by the faithful and 

^severing Dr. Joseph Leidy during the previous ten years^ in which he was liberally support-

by the contributioi^of Joseph Jeanes^the entire Library, the furniture, and necessary 

lartus of the Laboratory and class-rooms; so that it is safe to say that the building des-

>yed, with all of its contents, had cost nearly a half million of dollars, of which only 

>0,000 was secured by insurance. As the exterior walls were mostly %saved, the resonstructioh 

Lid have cost less than the original building, but the various improvements and additions 

make it better adapted to its purpose, and truly fire-proof, made a much larger expenditure 

:essary. But the friends of the College responded nobly and promptly to the appeal of the 

t 
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Managers, and the reconstruction was coiamenced as soon as the walls were cooled and 

the insurance adjusted, the subscription papers in the meantime being industriously 

circulated. At length the funds were largely subscribed, but $65,000 were yet necessary. 

An earnest appeal brought $15,000 of this sum, when Samuel Willets, who had already sub-

scribed liberally, agreed to pay one-half of the remaining $50,000 on condition that the 

other half should be promptly paid. This rapidly produced the desired result, and one 

of the very last acts of the useful and noble life of Samuel Willets was the signing of 

the check for this $25,000. It should be mentioned here that in arranging for the amount 

necessary for reconstruction the Managers most wisely added in the amount of a considerable 

mortgage which the College had carried from the beginning. Thus, when all was completed 

and paid for, the mortgage was extinguished, and the College out of debt. Thus^one of the 

objects which may be said to have been destroyed by the fire was the mortgage, which, 

•unlike the building, has never been renewed. 

c

 The Commencement of '82 was held in the unfinished College building, the 

students covering the lath of the unplastered Assembly room with a tasteful arrangement of 

evergreens collected from the College grounds. In just one year from the destruction of 

the College^ its re-building was sufficiently con^leted for the students to assemble, two 

weeks later than usual, on the anniversary of the fire, September 25th, to begin the work 

of a new College year. The number of students for this new year was 274, fifty more than 

were accommodated in the restricted quarters in Media, and eight more than the number of any 

previous year. 

This paper has reached the limit of space allotted, and I will close it by a . 

list of a voluntary committee of Alumni, who called a meeting three days after the fire 

*to consider what action can be taken by the Alumni in connection with the sad calamity 

that has befallen the College:^ John B . Booth, President; Herman Hoopes, Chairman of 

Executive Committee; Caroline E. Burr, Secretary; William J. Hall, Treasurer; Abby M . 

Woodnutt, Ellen S. Preston.^ 
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< C j r 



THE BARN 

At the meeting of the stockholders In 1871, the board recommended 

the building of a barn, and reported that it was
 H

the opinion of the 

Superintendent and of the Farmer that the want of suitable accommodations 

In this respect has entailed a considerable loss upon the institution 

during the past year." Six of those present at the meeting responded to 

this appeal by subscribing #375 for the purpose,^ A year later, the 
p 

board reported that the barn had been built; but it evidently proved 

Inadequate, for in 1879 the board reported that "a large barn has been 

erected during the past summer, at a cdst of about S5000." This sum, 

it was stated, "was not taken from the College funds, but generously 

subscribed by a few Interested friends."
3 

1 - Stockholders' minutes, 1871, pp. 34-35,40. The subscribers were: 
Slwood Burdsall, and Daniel Underhill (#100 each), Hugh Mcllvain, 
Edmund Webster and Isaac Stephens (#50 each), and Elizabeth W . 
Parrish (#25). 

2 - Ibid, 1872, p . 42 
3 - Ibid, 1879, p . 49. 
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THE GYMNASIUM 

In the first year that the college opened, the board reported to the 

stockholders that "the necessity of a gymnasium for boys has been very 

apparent, especially on those days when the weather or the softness of the 

grounds around the building [Parrish Hall] have prevented the usual out-door 

sports. So large a number of young men and boys should not be kept without 

abundant means of physical exercise. A few hundred dollars would enable us 

to fit up a temporary gymnasium at once, and it would be highly appreciated 

by the students."''" 

The first catalogue contained the s t a t e m e n t " R e g u l a r daily exercise 

in the open air is encouraged, and the extensive play grounds connected with 

the College afford great facility for this. A large room [in ParrlshHall, ] 

is appropriated for the exclusive use of the girls as a play room for light 

gymnastics, and it is in contemplation to erect a complete and well appointed 

gymnasium for the boys." But the board was obliged to report, in December, 

1870: "We have still to regret the want of a gymnasium for the boys. This 

has been postponed for want of the requisite funds, notwithstanding some 

special subscriptions for the purpose. In asking the Stockholders to provide 

the means for this building, we feel that a gymnasium is scarcely less a 

pressing necessity in a large school than any of the ordinary provisions for 

Intellectual training." 

In response to this appeal, the meeting inquired how much money was 

needed for the purpose; and when told that it was #4,000, nineteen of those • 

present subscribed #4,050.
3

 The catalogue for 1870-71 accordingly stated that 

"A spacious and well-appointed gymnasium for the boys will be completed before 

the close of the present school year."^ And at the stockholders' meeting in 

December, 1871, the board gladly reported:
5

 "A gymnasium having been erected, 

a Professor of Gymnastics from Philadelphia is regularly employed to train the 
1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1869-p.9. 2 - 1869-70, p . 30. 
3 -"1870, p . 13." The subscribers were: Edward Hoopes, Barton Hoopes, Samuel 

Willets, William H. Macy (#500 each); Robert, William C., and Clement M. 
Biddle, and Daniel U n d e r b i l l (#250 each); Lucretia Mott, Dillwyn Parrish, 
Hugh McIlvain. Elwood Burdsall, Isaac Stephens, Edward Taylor, Joseph 
Matthews, Lydia H. Hall, Cornelia A. Willets, and Henrv T . Willets (#100 
each): and Susan M. Parrish (#50). 4 - P . 25 5- P . 139 
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boys and girls in separate classes. During a portion of each day this building is 

given up to the exclusive use of the girls. The required exeroises consist of light 

gymnastics which may be safely undertaken by any one in good health. A gymnasium should 

be constructed exclusively for girls, upon their own grounds, as soon as funds can be 

secured for that purpose." 

This first gymnasium, "well supplied with suitable apparatus,
w l

and used for both 

sexes, stood behind Parrish Hall and the power-house until was removed to the edge of 

the woods in 18 and thereafter used as a stable and wagon-house until It was 

destroyed by fire in 19 (Insert p..) 

In 1875, the board reported to the stockholders that "the gymnasium has been 

refitted and lighted for exeroises in the evening since the last report. It is well 

managed, and is answering admirably the purposes for which it was erected. It has been 

used during most of the year, at stated periods, by the girls in separate classes." 2 

The gymnasium was placed under the care of the Students* Athletio Association, in 

1880, and was opened "at certain hours each day for the exeroises of the boys and young 

men"? while "a large airy room in the Main Building" was set aside for the exeroises of 

3 
the girls and young women. 

Four years later,(188$), the board reported that "the gymnasium is being thoroughly 

repaired, and is to be supplied with new apparatus, and since the catalogue and names of 

the Faculty of Instruction were printed, Walter A . Ford, M. D., has been appointed 

Director of Physical Culture, who will teach according to the oarefully graded system 

4 
of Dr. Sargent, of Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass." 

1 - Ibid, 1871, p . 40. 
2 - Ibid, 1875, p. 48. 
3 - Catalogue, 1880-81, p . 28. 
4 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1884, p. 21. 
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The next year the board reported the results of this experiment as "eminently 

satisfactory, the exeroises being so arranged that they meet the separate needs of eaoh, 

and under proper oare there is no danger of overexertion, awl they are found very useful 

even to those in the most delicate health," In this year, also, the board stated* "Sinoe 

the last report, arrangements have been completed for a course of praotioal lectures on 

physiology and hygiene, to be given to the students in separate olasses. These courses 

begin the 1st of the Twelfth month and will consist of 15 lectures, given weekly, those 

to the girls and young women by Dr. Susan P. Staokhouse, of Philad'a, and those to the boys 

and young men by Dr. Charles Dolley. By the united efforts of the director of physical 

oulture, and the lecturers upon physiology and hygiene, it is believed that the exception-

ally good health uniformly enJoyed by the students of Swarthmore will be oontinued and even, 

if possible, improved, and that the beneficial effects will also be marked upon the studies 

pursued, as a sound body is of the first importance in the proper development of the mind."*
-

The girls had no separate gymnasium of their own until 1894. Four years earlier the 

2 

board had stressed this as one of the most pressing needs, and appealed for it as follows* 

"We would also name the brave attempt now making by the members of the Somerville Literary 

Society to erect a Hall which shall combine with it the greatly needed gymnasium far the 

girls. From the slender incomes of many workers and some others the sum of nearly $1000 

has been collected, and additional subscriptions amounting to $1100 have been promised for 

this purpose. This enterprise should commend itself to friends of the College and induce 

them to extend their aid." 

The stockholders* meeting responded to this appeal by appointing a committee of five • 

"to cooperate with the Somerville Society in seouring a girls' gymnasium in connection 

with their proposed new building." At the meeting in 1892, this committee reported that 
2 

they had secured subscriptions for $10,000 and were preparing plans for the building: 

T - Ibid, 1885, p. ,16. A physician's certificate was required as to danger for any 
students taking part in these exeroises (Catalogue, 1886-87, p. 18). 

2 1jE5ySt6okholder8* Minutes, 1890, pp. 16-18. 
3 - Ibid, 1892, p. 13 
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but this fund was not adequate to fulfil the society's ambition, and in defiance of 

the Depression of 1893, it oontinued its campaign* The task was too difficult for 

accomplishment, however, and instead of the Samervill Hall dreamed of, the sooiety 

had to be content with a Scmerville Gymnasium* This was completed in 1894, and 

received the following welcome (in esse and in posse) from the students' annuals "̂ 

"Hearty welcome we give to thee, Scmerville Hall, 

That hath lately been born for our sake, 

A very dear, much-needed building thou art, 

And we all a great pride in thee take* 

Thou art smaller, 'tis true, than at first we contrived. 

But then it must be thou wilt grow, 

AhJ We pray that thy fate may not be the same 

As sorub oaks planted here long ago* 

We will dream of the days in the future afar. 

When we who are absent return 

And see our great hall nioely furnished, complete, 

And of its great usefulness leam* 

And when the time comes our reunions to hold 

We will gather in Somerville Hall, 

In our wide, spacious parlors the banquets we'll hold, 

And for toasts to our building we'll call*" 

1 - The Halcyon, 1895, p. 124* 
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The girls having been thus far successful, the boys pressed their desire for a new-

gymnasium, and the president gave it the following endorsement*̂  "The next most desirable 

step to take in increasing our facilities fcr young men, is the erection of a suitable 

gymnasium* Our old wooden building is inadequate in every respect, and is far be lew the 

standard of our other structures. Some hundreds of dollars have already been subscribed 

for a new gymnasium, and it is suggested that the Board of Managers now authorise the 

raising of money for this purpose," 

The Depression blooked this desire for several years, but the director of physical 
2 

culture for the young men raised the question again in his report of 1897 as foll<*rs» 

"A greater attention was attempted to be given to regularly recognized gymnasium courses, 

divided between the different sohool olasses and suitable to the requirements of special 

individuals. Whilst able to oarry this object to a relatively successful result by extra-

ordinary attention and personal appeal - still our efforts were seriously hampered by 

inadequate apparatus, and by the totally uninviting aspeot and surrounding of the gymnasium • 

The very basis of our physioal work depends upon the groundings obtained by regular syjtem-

itized gymnasium exercises, and if our facilities are inadequate the results to be otherwise 

obtained will be unsatisfactory. Regular daily class drills and exercises were held, 

attended fully by the two lower olasses, and by nearly all of the upper class men, to 

their great benefit and strengthening." 

Finally, in 1899, "a very adequate new gymnasium for young men," as the catalogue 

called it, was erected, and supplied with "a new and very oomplete outfit of apparatus 

after the Sargent; System, affording faoilities for the required olass and individual work, 
j 

as well as for various in-door games." The cost of this building with its equipment 
4 

amounted to •16,000, which was provided for by private subscription. The presidents 

1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1894, p. 19. 
2 - Ibid, 1897, p. 33-34? of. infra, p. 
3 - Catalogue, 1899-1900, p. 22. 
4, - Stockholders' Minutes, 1899, p. 21 
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1 « 
appreciation of it was expressed in his report as follows! It is Just now ready, 

and under most efficient administration, promises to be of the greatest service, 

not only in maintaining the standard of intelligent physical culture whioh has so 

long distinguished the college, but in providing a new rallying point for the 

interest of the young men. In -this connection it may be noted that eighty-nine per 

oent of young men among last year's undergraduates returned to oollege this year j 

and that below the present Senior Class the numbers of young men and young women 

are almost equal," 

1 - Ibid, 1899, p.~237 

J7f 



The top of Parrisl guilder's heart and a landmark for 

many miles around; while its view of Swarthmore "borough, the fields, woods, and the 

"broad valley of the Delaware^ and Hew Jersey's shore beyond^is still unsurpassed "by any 

"building or altitude in its vicinity, unless it be by that from the tower of Clothier 

Memorial, or from the top of fhe Tank. Both of these last views were unobtainable in 

the period before 1902, however, and The Dome had no rival nearer than the statue of 

William Penn on the top of Philadelphia*s public building, which was plainly visible on 

clear days to generations of Swarthmjre students and their guests. 

The Dome, therefore, had this chief element of popularity; but it afforded, also, 

an unrivalled opportunity for the display of class banners, and the carrying out of var-

ious daring stunts. For this latter reason, the door to the flights of steps leading 

up through the museum to it was kept carefully locked and the key to it was procurable 

climbed by class champions desirous of planting, or removing, partisan emblems on the 

staff erected for the national or college banner. There were also two ornamental 

pillars on the sides of the Dome, which resembled human figures,and they gave verisimili-

tide to "A Tale, Sad but True" which excelled all other pranks, but which was vouched for 
1 

by a Halcyon -poet. Thus runs the tale: 

only by hook or by crook from its guardian 

The top of the Dome was surrounded by an iron balustrade, but this was easily 

*'Twas on a Sabbath morn, a freshman maid, 

*0f bugaboos and goblins half afraid, 
JTet longing still to breathe the upper air 
'And gaze around upon the landscape fair, 
"With trouble sore at last obtained the keys 
"And climbed the dome to look - perchance to freezej 
"The friends she asked were ravished with delight 
"To'have a look* from such a lofty height, 
'But wind and cold soon forced them to repent 
'And some engagement quickly to invent, 
MAs, one by one, they hurried down the stair."* 

1 - Halcyon, 1903, p . 174 



The Dome 
- 2 -

By some strange chance and sad oversight on the part of the college community, 

most of whose members had gone to meeting, two of the company upon the Dome were left to 

freeze: 

SAnd now the stranger sees a pleasing sight 
Who turns his eyes -upon that lofty height, 
iFor two imposing statues come to view, 1

 Teaching a lesson that is sad,but true; 
They seem to say, '0 mortals, pray beware 
Lest ye, too, get an overdose of air; 
Scorn not on low and humble ground to tread, 

H^or we aspired, and that is why we're deadj'^ 

( f a v ^ X U j L ^dt^JlL. s^fc*." 

f . , 
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THE DQBMIT0HI3S. THE LEDG1. AKD TIB ALCOVES 

Tlie dormitories on the East Wing and the West Wing, to whose construction 

and furnishing the college authorities had devoted so many years of effort, and for whose 

achievement they were so grateful, the scapegrace students of course treated with much 

feigned sarcasm. After quoting the catalogue to the effect that "warm rooms and good 

1 

bedding are provided by the College," a student wit averred: 

"The "bed clothes are of diminutive size, owing, probably to the fact that years 

ago they were used in the Preparatory Department here, or to the great shrinking facil-

ities of our laundry. At any rate, the blankets have seen better days in regard to 

dimensions (thickness not excluded), or their best days were not so happy as they might 

have been.A 

#TT. B . - To insure comfort, bring a blanket with you." 

Then, quoting the catalogue's statement that "the rooms are furnished with 
2 

strong, comfortable furniture," the same scribe states the alleged s t e m reality: 

"Do not mistake your room for a collection of rare antiquities. This is not 

the chair upon which Thomas Jefferson sat when he wrote the Declaration of Independence. 

It is simply the chair on which fifteen generations of college men have sat when they 

studied (incidentjLy), and have used as a weapon of offense and defense (principally). 

These tables, rheumatic in three legs and stringhalted in the other, these bookcases, 

sway-backed under the weight of accumulating years, were not discovered in the recent 

Pompeiian excavations, nor are they the relics of Barneses II disentombed from the ever-

lasting pyramids. Spencer's Law of the Survival of the Fittest does not hold here, for 

the lame, the "halt, and the blind receive special attention." [/vwa-c^ ^ . 3 

One vast improvement in the dormitories, from the point of view both of safety 

and of the students' convenience and pleasure, was the decision at the end of the century, 
3 

to supply them with "All-Hight Gas." When this revolution occurred, a student wrote: 
1

 - Halcyon. 1898, pp. 138 - 139. 
2 - Ibid. 1898, p . 140. 
3

 "
 I M A
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The Dormitories, Ulie Ledge, etc. 
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*An old girl came back to visit and to roam the 

College o'er, -

•"Said she to me, quite earnestly, when she had seen 

each floorj 

/^There's a difference in the College - how has it come 

to pass?^ 

j » W I answered very proudly, 'We now have all-night 

gas.
1 

/•When I was here,' she reminisced, 's^aight at th' 

eleventh hour, 

/bid William bold, as he was told, turned off the 

luminous power; 

it 'Twas our sad way to flunk next day, - do you ever 

flunk in class?
1 

/And I answered very proudly, 'We now have all-

night gas.' 

c 

J*fAnd the maidens in the morning, when the bells 

rang their alarms, 

fIn spite of 'Kids' and curling tongs, left off their 

curly charms; 

/Yet now each one has wavy hair, - how manages 

each lass?' 

answered with a knowing wink, 'We now have 

all-night gas.
1 



The Dormitories, the Ledge, etc. 
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/'•When our feasts were at their highest and the fudge 

was nearly done, 

/'The light went out, the fudge was spoiled, as also 
i 

was our fun. 

J^Taen we screamed and laughed and scrambled, -

how those happy days did pass J
1 

/And I murmured rather sadly, 'We now have all-

night gas. 
TH3 LEDGE 

Hunning the^Length outside each wing of Parrish Hall on the fourth story was a 

narrow ledge. It was probably designed to break the fall of snow from the roof, or to 

make a break in the architectural severity of Parrish Hall. Dean Bond emphatically 

warned the freshman girls to "seek knowledge, but no ledge"; and this warning was almost 

universally observedlby them throughout their college years. But the Ledge was used by 

itoUjL > w<r i v far v 

adventurous lads to run from^ofie room ̂ through the windows of others in which lived their 

enemies, their victims, or their friends. These youths were often admonished by raiding 

instructors from whom they thus made their escape, and especially by their fellow-

students of the less venturesome sex^that some time they would surely fall and get killed. li ' Every room,i t is true, was equipped with a transom over its door; and this was 

en 
recognized as "an j^trance to rooms for use when the key has been left within, and used as 

a silencer of refractory preps and musical students, in which case it is slammed with 
1 

great force." But some times' the transom-entrance could be successfully barred against 

invaders; and the more exciting and l e s o f the Ledge was far preferable. 

To frighten once for all these daring marauders from invading one another's 

rooms and challenging death by this dangerous route the girls at one time threw from the 

east wing ledge, down to the ground in the midst of a group of serenaders (singing 



The Dormitories, The Ledge,etc. 
- 4 - t 

"Forty-nine Blue Bottles hanging onthe Wall), a dressmaker's form, or some lesser 

1 

dummy, realistically clad in female clothes. The serenaders were thoroughly alarmed by 

what seemed a terrible tragedy; but their alarm was only teiaporary, while their escapades 

on The Ledge continued unabated untul the domicile for toys was removed from Parrish to 

Wharton Hall. 
THE ALCOVES 

Between the west and east wings of Parrish Hall, on the second and third stories, 

were four hallways, leading from the stairways directly to an instructor's room, and to 

e 

the left or right into the dormitories of the ^rast and west wings. These were fire-proofed 

by tiled pavements and large iron doors, but were also provided with short wooden stairways 

leading to half-stories in the central building. The two hallways on the east wing were 

called The Alcoves, and were very popular with students who desired to converse with those 

of the opposite sex, or to earn their regard by exchanging edibles or more inferior gifts. 

The Alcoves were well guarded by the hall authorities, and many a disappointment 

or surprise wee^experienced by frfae^g- would-be Bomeos and Juliets. Witness the following 

lament: 

fall dreary was the alcove stair, 

KNO boy or sign of boy was there, 

/With buckwheat cakes and syrup rare. 

fShe only said, 'My life is dreary, 

jfee cometh not,' she said. 

/She said, 'I'm aweary, aweary, 

/i would that I were deadj'" 3 
And this: 

/ A boy, a girl, 

/An alcove, old and gray; 

/ A moment's bliss, 

/'No more than this, 

A n d then the Dean to pay." 

I -Ibid.1900. pp. 112 - 115. 2 - Ibid,1898, p . 129 3 - Ibid, 1898, p . 138. 
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THE PET AMD THE MIRROR 

In the central hall of Parrish, facing the front door, and strategically located 

where all who traversed the halls in either direction must pass, reposed "The Pet". 

This was a combination of a long, wide .leather-covered settee, and a splendid "big mirror 

|hung immediately above it. ^S&a Biafraroi Hbloyoa* lOOGi -p. 107 j Whether "the pet" meant 

the settee for the boys and the mirror for the girls, must be left to conjecture. Certain 

it is, that the boys delighted to sit upon the settee and watch the procession of feminine 

pulchritude walk by; while every girl in passing would give hurried but satisfying glances 

at the mirror - and perhaps some times at the male loungers beneath it. 

— • 7?The faculty naturally strove to break up the attractiveness of "the pet", and 

among other rales prescribed that the boys passing from class 

rooms on the first floor 

to those on the second floor should go one stairway and down another, so as to avoid 

passing by or loitering on the pet. One of the editors of the Halcyon of 1389, now a 

distinguished clergyman of the Episcopal Church, confessed that "Scarcely out of sight 

of the door of Room I £the Latin room] was I speeding my course to Room A [the Gkpeek room^, 

whistling a tune with brazen cheek, when the President, nursing an eternal rule within his 

breast jjand occupying an office on the line of march] thus to me began: 'Hayseed, will thee 

please desist from thy whistling and,as becomes a Freshman, turn back and traverse the 

East stairs?' So speaks the President, and quicker than he speaks, I "betake myself up 
1 

the East stairs." 
In the same Halcyon's "Words of Wisdom for the Freshmen", occur the following 

2 

on "The College Pet": "Have you noticed, my children, that rare and imposing piece of " 

furniture which adorns the front hall, and so oft reflects your beaming countenances? That, 

my children, is the College Pet. It must never be mentioned save with reverence and with 

awe; with uncovered head and bated breath. It is the matron's pride and the Prexy's joy 
1 - Halcyon. 1839, p . 100. 
2

 - Ibid. 1389, p . 92. 

i 



and is dearer to the manager*^ hearts than silver or gold, which ray dear children, is 

saying a great deal. You have seen it sat upon? Never, my dear children, never] 

That would he a sacrilege." 

In a poem, "OhJ Promise Me", in the Halcyon of 1395, occurs an appeal for 

1 

"many College Pets" to deck the halls; and a popular book, entitled "Looking Backward" 

is defined as "a girl as she passes the mirror above the 'pet' when she is going out the 

front door.» { ^ u ^ t ^ . $ -fj 

In course of time, three "pets" came to grace the front hall - a new one on 

either side ^ but the mirror still held the center of attraction. The Halcyon of 1901 

thus describes the situation in 1399-1900, under the title of "The Mirror's Secrets": 

"Years have come and gone and classes with them, but I stay always. My smile to the 

Freshmen of today is as warm as it was to the Freshmen of a decade ago. I never wear 

out, yet I get more use than any other one thing in College. It is to me that the students 

come for the truth, to see themselves as I see them. Some are blissfully satisfied, after 

looking in my frank face, but there are others whom my honesty hurts. Yet no one will 

pass me unheeded, for some unknown attraction seems to draw them - I have never seen 

myself. A long look or a coy glance tells me that their thoughts are ever of ine.. . . 

In fact, I hold the secret of many a tardiness, for people would rather meet me alone. — — 

Stray locks and crooked neckties never pass me by (just watch the hands go up to re-arrange). 

"'Tis I whom you greet at your coming, and I with whom you leave your adieux. 

Quests think well of the place straightway on entering the doors, because I face them -

flattered by their own smile. What wisdom did our builders show in thisi-

* N o w y o u know why in the evening the boys all collect injthe hall by the 'pets.
 1 

The poor 'pets' are accused of attracting them when really I am guiltyi" 

1 - Ifrld. 1895, p . 112. 
2 - Ibid..-p. 115. 
3 - Ibid.11901. p . 126. 



The startling rumor spread, in 1900, that "the Pets will soon "be replaced in 

the front hall 

ations of Swarthmore students ceased to use them, and their memory is still green in 

greeting heads. 

ie startling rumor spread, in lyuu, that "the rets will soon be replaced in 

P 1 -v JtCL rmJL ***** , ̂ trv r^j^C.
 y 

LI; but\many years of the new century passed away "before successive gener-

4 I&Ui, 190?| 



THE FBOHT DOOR 

When Parrish Hall was the only college building - and for years afterwards -

its "big front door" was a forbidden entrance and exit for the underclassmen. Whether 

this tradition originated merely in another way of enforcing respect for grave and 

reverend seniors and humility in their inferiors, or whether its source was some mysterious 

ipperstition, even the students did not know - nor, perhaps, the faculty. A scribe of 
1 

L887 writes of it as follows* 

"Yes, I have been expecting it. 'Wh/ are not all College Classes allowed 

the use of the front door?' AhJ children, you have unwittingly stumbled upon a mystery 
& 

stranger and deeper than those problems which have perplexed the minds of m^n from time 

Immemorial. Ask me who was the man in the Iron Mask; ask me who wrote the letters to 

Junius; ask me who assaulted Wm. Patterson; ask me why Jay Gould bangs his hair; ask me 

v 

»hy P . Q. ne^er smiles; but in the name of Herr Bruder do not ask me that, for verily the 

reason therefore, the Faculty themselves do not know. 

Whatever the origin of the custom, the privilege of using it became one of the 

ihief desiderata in underclassmen
1

s lives. The Halcyon of 1891 defines The Front Door 

as "an aristocratic passage-way privileged to professors and upperclassmen, and 'hooked^, 

iesired and petitioned for by Sophs and Freshies." 

Since "the east door" and "the west door" of Parrish Hall - the first sacred 

to the girls, and the second permitted to the boys - were a long distance from the front 

ioor and from the top of the asphaltum leading to and from the railway station, it was 

considered a grievance not to be permitted to take "the short cut" in leaving college and 

returning. But the rule was adamant, and it applied even to the use of the porch in front 

jf the sacred door. "Students shall not walk", an alleged rule of 1392 reads, "upon the 
2 

front porch for fear of defacing its polished, inlaid surface." 

1 - Halcyon. 1889, p . 92. 
2 - •ifcAeyea^ 1894, p. 126. 
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But at last, in 1893, the rule was abolished, and the Halcyon poet sang (among 
1 

numerous other reasons for thanksgiving): 

"We can't buy ice-cream at the new village store, 

"But the Sophs and the Freshmen can use the front door -

"They can't help being thankful for that." 

1 - -HaksssKh. 1394, p. 135. 



^THE ASPHALTUM^ AND <*THS STEPS* 

" 1 " / U 

The walk leading up from the railroad station to Parrish Hall was at first 

S&S — 

^ ^ A ^ L C * - . JL*Z M ^ 

j t J L . 8 7 3 - 7 4 , A walk, w p d i n g tg fpoia tho nt/tloa^ 

"planted with shade-trees on each side"^was completed; butj^seven years later, new 

ephaltura walk, 18 feet broad" and a quarter-mile long, proudly took the place of its 

ooden predecessors. It was equipped with "two flights of granite steps on the steepest 
2 

art of the slope, making a commanding approach to the buildings." So said the board; 

at successive generations of visitors have welcomed these steps chiefly because of the 

Bsting-place which they afford on the steep ascent of the hill of knowledge; while suc-

essive generations of students have prized them for the thrill which they afforded when 

>ed over on sled c amped over on sled or bicycle, or when utilized for tetes-*Utetes with fair co-eds." 

The *Asphaltum", so fraught with memories, both grave and gay, was not 

nilt with the perfection of later days, and it suffered much from the stress of weather, 

legend had it that at the time of the Great Fire in 1881, it melted and ran down to the 
3 

bation. It did in serious truth, require considerable repairs after the conflagration. 

lother legend of 1894-95" had it that "a student had fallen into one of the cracks In the 

4
 /

Q u ^ x ^ / x ^ r 

sphalt walk and was greatly injured^ J^jfThe next year, a college poet sang (among other 

jQllege^jjants") i 
"Tar wantedj Tar wantedj 

"For our asphaltum's full of nasty holes. 

"Tar wantedj Tar wantedj 

"And now the largest ones are filled with coals; 

"And those who've fallen in, 

"You'll hear complain like sin. 
"0 hang iti Tar wantedj" 

•Stockholders
1

 Minutes,1873,p.52; Halcyon,1896,p.10. stockholders'Minutes,1882,x>.64. 
•Stockholders' Minutes, 1880,p.57; Hal,cyon,1899,p.l5. ^ ^
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Ibid. 1897,p. 131. — 



. This pathetic appeal was fimswered by\ an application of come Gubotanao bo4woon— 

fi-phinHnini frr "tihr-̂ iinrnrmr-i rrirlrrf ni
4
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aoertodtf-

' "Asphaltum newj 

"Banana peelj 

"Flustered Prof. -

"Virginia ReelJ" 

^ad Jfrom the same source we are informed that numerous students had taken a 

orrowful and involuntary departure from the college: "For broad is the asphaltum and 
2 

traight is the way that leadeth to the station, and many there were who went down thereat." 

But a touch of beauty was given to the scarred and blackened veteran when 
3 

lowers were planted beside it; and this was recognized by a student poet in the verses 

"Look forth, dear Swarthmore, from thy summit fair, 

"By zephyrs fanned, 

"And see the royal Springtime rare 

"Rejoice the land. 

"See how the hillside basks in purple hue 

"Of violets sweet, 
•»r» 

"The old historic West House to iflbue 

"With fragrance meet. 

"The cheery crocus buds a brightness lend 

"The asphaltum old, 
a 

"And make the verdant grasses blend 

"With white and gold. 

"Stand forth, loved Swarthmore, with thy flag eutspread, 

"Forever stand, 

"And guard the paths thy cherished children tread 

"O'er all the land." 
- a i d , . 1898, p . 104. ^ ^ ^ ' l o o ^ l . H L . 
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One of the most prominent and. beloved of the college institutions is the 

avenue of oak-trees which borders the asphaltum and which for a generation past has given 

distinction as well as much needed shade to the traditional (and, despite the st^ersession 

of the railroad so largely by the auto, the most used) approach to the main college build-

1 

ing. This avenue was hailed by the board in its report of 1380 as follows: "The 

jasphaltunj'walk: has been bordered by a row of young oaks upon each side throughout its 

whole extent, which will form a very fine avenue in course of time." |pfi S, M. "Riddle 

and Dr. Magill'A "Walk" toblul'.j 

Dr. Magill, commenting upon The Oaks in 1397, remarked that they were "planted 

with the fond hope of furnishing shade to future generations. At this writing, seventeen 

years later, that hope still promises to be realized." The slow growth of the trees 

became proverbial as the years passed by, and their diminutive stature was even mingled 

with the tender memories of "the old Q-rads". A song popular with the latter contains the 

chorus: 

"Show me the Scotchman who doesn't love the Thistle, 

"Show me the Englishman who doesn't love the Hose, 

"Show me the true-hearted son^J of old Swarthmore 

"Who doesn't love the spot where the Scrub Oak grows." { S ^ u ^ / L / f 

With the undergraduatesJyUaegs. were often a subject of derision, for exBH5>le|^ 

"Oak: A tree that grows luxuriantly in its wild state, but does not flourish under culti-
3 4 

vation." Among alleged rules of 1393-93, the Halcyon cited the following: "Students must 

not pluck leaves from the oak trees on either side of the asphaltum, for fear of injuring 

their growth." Another Halcyon seer of 1889, "Looking Forward", apostrophized the oak-

trees (of the future^J as follows: 

1 - P . 57. 

2 - Halcyon. 1899, p . 15. 
3 - Ibid. 1891, p . 130. 
4

 - ( ^ b t o w a . 1894, p . 126. 
5

 -lfffnlayan. 1891, p . 123 (Picture 7] 
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"OhJ Te mighty, mighty oak-trees, 

"Which upon the campus stand, 

"On each side the broad asphaltum, 

"You at once the eye command. 

"As I wander down beneath you 

"Sheltered from the rays of sun, 

"I think of many wondrous stories 

"Grandpa told of ninety-one." 

But when the diminutive trees finally became a cause of derision in Swarth-

more' s rivals, and as late as 1893 a Haverford foot-ball player on the biennial visit fa 

Viunrped over the smallest of them, it was felt that something ywight. to be done about it. 

H i " A/c.J-1 

As to just what this should be, the doctors differed.\"Eut finally, about 1900, the 

problem was solved by a tree expert of the United States Department of Agriculture who 

came up from Washington to the rescue. This arboreal sleuth discovered, when he made 

his visit in June, that a perennial pest at the college had been myriads of June Bugs. 

They had fallen in the food in the dining-room, they had become entangled in the girls' 

hair, their buzzing had prevented the students from sleeping at night and from keeping 

awake by day in the class-rooms. Here was the villain in the play, said the expert; 

and t:' his instructions, tubs filled with crude petroleum were placed at intervals all 

down "the asphaltum", on each of which was hung a lighted lantern at night, and the next 

morning myriads of June bugs had yielded up the ghost, and the Scrub Oaks began to growl 

It seems - so the expert told us - that an oai>-tree has two growing seasons each year; 

it puts forth its first tender shoots in the spring, and these grow longer in the autumn. 

Bljpce, when the June bugs nipped off the tender shoots in June, there was nothing to grow 

in the autumn, and the trees remained the same height year after year. Should the tree 

experts of forty years later scoff at this story, they may at least be told, "si non 

e bene, e ben trovato"J 

^ x O 
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Add 15
4

: Cherry Trees (After Scrub Oaksl 

One of the chief beauties of the campus throughout this 

period was a pair of magnificent wild cherry trees, growing 

on either side of the asphaltum. In the spring especially, 

when they were in full bloom, their snowy masses loomed up 

like some Jungfrau dominating the landscape. One of the pair 

passed away before the other; but the one on the east campus 

near the West House continued to inspire Halcvon poets and ar-

tists. Indeed, it became a criterion for other college trea-

sures. For instance: "Dearer than the cherry tree 

When May's sweet snowflakes fall 

To deck it in a mass of bloom 

And fragrance for us all."
1 

T l i e

 Halcyon of 1900, opposite a picture of this arboreal 

giant, has a fine poem commemorating its beauty, the birds and 

bees frequenting it, and the memories of college friendships 

associated with and accentuated by the wooden bench which pro-

vided cherished opportunities for tetes-a-tetes on each of its 

g 
four sides: 

The Old Cherry Tree 

The cherry tree is standing on the campus
1

 sloping brow 
And the robins chatter gayly on its blossom-drifted bough, 
'Mid the pearly petals swaying in a snowy mass of bloom, 
Half-delirious with the fragrance of its newly-won perfume. 
Hark, their clear notes

1

 thrilling music throbbing through the 
limpid air 

Speaks a heart released from sorrow, and a soul released from 
care; 

And we echo back the chorus as it floats along the lea, 
i'or we, too, have known and loved it, that time-hallowed cherry 

tree. 

How often do we haunt it on each mellow afternoon, 
And linger 'neath its freshness in the drowsy airs of June; 

ILxLi 
1-Halevon. 1898, p. 118. 2-3.900, p. 108. 



We know each carved initial on its bench and rugged coat, 
And mayhap have known the writer and have loved the hand that 

wrote. 
Dear records of the passing stream of hearts that onward flow, 
But leave us still a parting sign to cheer us as they go; 
Landmarks on memory's pictured chart that ever green shall be, 
Till we cast off Life's last cables and beat out to open s e a , — 

We bring to you a tribute from the storehouse of our love, 
Fresh as the turf about your foot, pure as the skies above; 
Long may your sweet buds bursting forth, their starred pavilion 

raise, 
As long your graven bark recall the friends of other days; 
And ethereal music mingling with the murmur of the bees 
Voice the thoughts that halt and stumble intertwined in lines 

like these, 
For we, too, shall know and love it, that time-hallowed cherry 

tree, 

Till we cast off Life's last cables and beat out to open sea. 

Another bard pays this tribute, entitled "Under the Stars" 

The campus gleams beneath the rising moon, 

And soft, the tinkling of the mandolins 

Breaks night's sweet silence with an old-time tune. 

Then from the broad-armed cherry tree begins 

A mimic snow, white as an angel's wing, 

Lighter than laughter, and as pure as love, 

While over all the stars swing bright above: 

A scene as fair as Arcady in spring. 

1^Halcyon. 1905, p. 170 
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THE 

Two excellent springs {wells of excellent drinking waterj at first supplied 

drinking water on either side of the rear of Parrish Hall, with the dining room between 

them. But in 18^0 , that on the west was filled in, and the eastern one alone was left 

to supply water for meals and for the constant refreshment of thirsty seekers after 

knowledge. Close by the class-rooms where so much of dry and prosy information was 

absorbed, the Pump over the latter well became a universal necessity, comfort, and delight. 

4it
1

! 
With far more personal reason and poetic inspiration than Wordsworth's "Wash-tub" 

1 
afforded him, a Halcyon poet sang of Swarthmore's Pump as follows: 

Kjt is but meet that we should lend 
"*fhe tribute of a passing rhyme 

*To thee, old pump, our well-tried friend; 
*Grown old through service and through time, 

*Grown weather-beaten, too, and gray, 
VPhough still as straight as when of yore 

•VThou gavest refreshment night and day 
*To all the army gone before; 

"Aye, through the longest, darkest night 
"Are heard thy shrill, complaining wails, 

"Until Aurora wakes in fright 
*At jingling of the old tin pails. 

""Unfailing fount of inspiration, 
>*Eound which we troop in merry bands 

*At awful spring examinations, 
"With stacks of crackers in our hands. 

•"When hopes and grades are very low, 

?
 *When naught but threes and fours prevail, 

*»Tis consolation grim to know 
'There's some one left who does not fail. 

*fo Scientific, where we go, 
*Our quiet daily naps to take, 

"*Oft, in our passing to and fro, 
"*We give thy hand a cordial shake, 

"*And ever, in the dining-hall, 
*Tby nectar cool is deemed by all, 

*Though flavored oftentimes with pine, 
*More welcome than the choicest wine, 

^ h e n summer days grow long and bright, 
""Tennis co-eds and athletes bold 

•*3Prom their loved haunts thou dost invite, 
"^And many a gay reception hold. 

*And every evening in the year 
""Strength to the weary dost thou give, 

l - Halcjpoa. 1894, p. 107. 
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"Jor without lemonade H i s clear 
college student cannot live, 

when we go or while we stay, 
-"We'll think of thee most thankfully 

-"bur debt of gratitude to pay, 
'"For thou hast served us faithfully."* 

The midnight hours referred to above probably witnessed, despite Billy the 
g - ^ t f . / ^ X 1 

fatchman's vigilance (or the lack of it), scenes of freshman hazing. VftFinally, in its old 

ige,the Fung) became a theme of satire, as the following dialogue between -Was^ophomore and 

i freshman indicates: v

"See, Per-cival, here is an-other pict-ure. Ho?/ much it loots like a pumpj" 

'Yes, it is a punq? - the West Wing p-crnp." "Oh,what a nice con-triv-ance] Does the pump 

jive nice sweet water?" "Oh, no, it does not give water at all, but it keeps the boys 

'rom getting jealous." "Oh, how very nice. I like to see, - But here comes Mrs. Bond, 

he must not see us talk-ing. Good-night, Per-cival, I must go." 

Not only were freshmen baptized by sophomores at the Pump; but tipperclassvbey® also 

.t one time in its history, were harassed by a mischievous denizen of some room in an 

(i 
pper story of the East Wing. The Intercessional" of one of her victims reads as follows: 

"Queen of the upper Orient 
"Maid of the far-flung butter-plate, 

"Beneath whose awful aim we shrink 
"When we come out for water, late. 

"Oh, one above us, spare us yetj 
"Can't you forget? Can't you forget? 

"Thou seem^st immutable as Time, 
"As stern and merciless sis Fate; 

"As soon as we begin to pump 
"Thou hurlest down the butter-plate. 

"Helent, 0 Queen, and spare us yet! 
"Can't you forget? Can't you forget? 

"At night, when Nature drops to sleep, 

"We thirst, and know not where to go. 

"We know thou wait'st above the well, 
"We know the power of thy "blow; 

"Our parched throats we dare not wet; 
"Can't you forget? Can't you forget?" 

- Ibid,1899, p. 148. The dialogue is part of a "Primer in one-syllable words." 

-..^
L

£goa.l902
t
 p . 135. 
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The Pump was still going string in 1902; but a new day was dawning, a day of 

drinking-water provided in fountains on every story of both east and west wing, and a day 

of many other changes both physical and social. Hence the appropriateness of the follow 
1 

ing Halcyon verses, entitled "A Contrast": 

•"When the mellow moon is rising, 

-"Ind the stars begin to shine, 

•"Said the lovely nightingales begin to sing, 

'"'It makes you thrill with pleasure 

*!Po hear her soft, sweet voice 

"Say, 'Meet me, lofce, beside the crystal springj' 

*£ut when it's just at twilight, 

-""And you listen to the voice 

T n o s e softest murmur makes your heart go thong) -

-"It rather knocks the sentiment 

"bo hear a hasty call, 

X'Oh, hustle i^p, and meet me at the purapj 

1

 1903, p. 142. 



TEE COLLEGE BELL 

In the first report of the board after the college opened, December 7,1869, 

there was listed among recent donations: "The College bell, in the belfry; also a col- <1 

i xp^tSL^
1

^ 

lection of miscellaneous books for the west parlor, from Barton Hoopes." y^This^becaine 

an institution, not only for celebrating athletic victories and for enabling sophomoric 

and freshman pranks of varied kinds to be played, but also for summoning students to 

classes and to meals during the years before an electric bell system was installed. Hence 

it is apparent that it was a messenger of both weal and woe, and that it could not be 

overlooked as a subject for student verse and wit. 

For example, we find in The Halcyon of 1892 a poem entitled "The Ten-Minute 

Bell", which rang a last warning for breakfast at 6.50 A.M. Illustrated by a cut of 
2 

the belfry and bell, the poem reads as follows: 
first the rays of morning light, 

Steal in -upon my weary sight, 
When from their flight I fain would keep 
The fast departing hours of sleep. 

Then rudely breaks upon my ear 
The sound for which in trembling fear 
I've waited long - I cry 'Do telll 
'That isn't the Ten-minute Belli* 

Ten-minute Belli thy name brings back 
A world of memories on its track, 
Of gayyglad Spring days, sweet and clear, 
Of Winter mornings, cold and drear. 

The students give thee morning greeting, 
With sentiments not meant for meeting. 
When that sad hour, 6.50i^*rung 
Spitefully from thy brazen tongue. 

Old bell, each time thy voice is heard 
For haste not rest it gives the word, 
Thee calls to study and to work, 
To tasks we sometimes fain would shirk. 

Thee warns us, morning, noon and eve, 
When sleep or pleasure we must leave, 
When we must turn to duty's way, 
And books and pens exchange for play." 

L - Stockholders' Minutes, 1869, p. 12, 

2 - 2he Halcyon. 1892, p. 113. 



- 2 - % -i,. 

The hell's s-ummons on Sunday morning inspired a poem on the "Meeting House", 

which "begins with the stanzas J 

the "bell upon the laundry 
Without haste and without heed, 

Peals out peal on peal of thunder, 
So the student easily started, 

Hurries on with winged speed. 

"Carefully first, his hair he brushes, 
Then his coat and hat he dusts. 

Then he quickly dons his bonnet, 
For to hurry, 'deed he nrust." 

2 
Even the Class of 1900, in its junior year, apostrophized the bell as follows: 

-••Sing out, wild bells, the students' dread, 
Through class rooms drear, through alcoves bare, 
The night has vanished in thin air; 
Ring out and summon us from bed. 

'""Sling up the tired, ring down the slow; 
Ring, unkind bells, across the snow. 
Dear sleep is going, let him go, 
Ring us to breakfast^ whether or no. 

^ i n g out the grief that saps the mind 
When summoned to that class-room door^. 
Where C. Smith happily reigns no more, 
Ring in redress to all mankind. 

-*Ring out, ye bell so loud and "blithe. 
Which sends Miss Lukene up the hall, 
With welcome summons in her call; 
Ring in a breath of outside life. 

<(f

3ing off, ye bell with lack of sense, 
To ring so soon reception nights 
And spoil all t^te-a-tete delights, 
Sing off and send tEy clapper hence." 

1 * Ibid. 1892, p. 127. 
2 - Ibid. 1900, p. 119. 



J0HKMI3 HAYMAIT > -

Among the familiar "institutions" of many Swarthmore years, was an innocent old 

n - one of "God's fools" - who was employed in picking -up litter on the campus, in carrying 

ie students' clothing to and from the laundry, and especially in carrying the college mail 

and from the village post office. This was "Johnnie" Hayman, as he was affectionately 

,lled "by faculty and students alike; every one loved him for his childlike demeanor and 

mplicity and respected M m for his integrity and his faithful, punctual performance of 

s duty. He never appeared to be ill, and no weather could prevent his carrying through 

s errands with clock-like regularity. 

His outward appearance was quaint in the extreme and this, with his lack of that 

.owledge which comes through reading and writing, made him of course fair fctome for student ^ ^ 

ts and. artists. These, however, loved him as did every one who knew him, and they teiaper-

. their barbs with palpable affection. Although he had an excellent memory and could carry i 

1 * " 
s monthly receipts and expenditures of money very firmly in his mind, he would reveal to » ' 

I 

i one the events of his pre-Swarthmore life. This reticence inspired the imaginations of 

iccessive classes to equip him with a romantic past. One of these imaginative sketches . ^ 

peared as'early al^lOQO in a Halcyon playlet entitled "Tempest: or Everybody's Public 

y; participated in by Characters about College." Johnnie's part in this was depicted 
3 

L follows: "35nter Johnnie Hayman, out a£ step," and plaintively singing: 

used to be as gay a sport 
As ever walked the street, 

The boys and girls would look at me 
And say: '0 my, how sweetJ' 

But now I'm old and out of step, 
And fled is all my joy, 

The boys and girls they laugh at me, 
And cry: 'Hey, John, old boyj' 

He was unable, however, to add or subtract; and the author of this book, who had for 
many years the privilege of doing his additions and subtractions for him, had a monthly 
opportunity to marvel at the number and accuracy of the balances and other figures which 
he could carry in his mind. 
( ^ a l c ^ T l 8 8 8 ; pp. P E u S P X g S Q a ^ X " , M ^ - . ^ L -

- 1 8 8 8 , p p . 1 0 1 - 2 . 

f
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i ^ 
In palmy days of long ago 

I loved sweet Mary Jane, 
My dearest hope was that in time 

We might he one, we twain; 
And so I put me out to sea, 

All on the Spanish main, 
And joined a roving pirate crew, 

My fortune for to gain. 

Now when we'd coursed for full five years, 
And bloody scenes had wrought, 

Hied me back to Mary Jane, 
With booty richly fraught; 

But cruel M. J. had changed her mind, 
And cried with flashing eyei 

•What.' wed you, naughty pirate manj 
Indeed I won't, not IJ* 

And so a broken-hearted man 
I'm doomed iny days to pass, 

A pirate on the retired list, 
Spurned by a fickle lass: 

And as I gather orange-peels, 
And scraps from off the grass, 

I ruminate upon the ways 
Of this cold world, alasl 

Chorus of Freshmen Boys. 

And the cats on the roof are sighing, 
And crying, 

All for the fate of Johnnie Hayman; 
And they all howl, —j 

All yowl, f j x.J-1 
For the fate of poor J. HaymanJ" f- * * -J 

The 1888 Halcyon had another little skit on Johnnie Hayman
1

 s walkingjnatch a n d ^ « 
1 

Llure to keep "in step"; and the two productions gave the editors of 1889's Halcyon the 

sort-unity of proving (by the Bacon-Shakespeare code) that Johnnie was the real author of 
2 

air rivals' deplorable year-book. The editor of 1890's Halcyon, on the other hand, 

;tures "John Hayman, Prof, of Neatness and Practical Economy", as a person of historical 

lown and great learning, and refers to an account which he is alleged to have given of his 

;ive work in Sunday-schools, concluding with the editor's comments that "he still bears the 

•ks of this work", and "the Greek phrases that now and then creep into his conversation 

• Ibid, p. 83. 
. Ibid, 1889, pp. 93 - 95. 
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ily go to prove the extent of his learning." 

With advancing years, Johnnie "became rat.ier suspicious of the intentions of the " / , 

ad-cap students, and his occasional reactions to their pranks is reflected in the following 

:om the 1890 Halcyon? 

now is tyme to you to tell of Yeman 
Whom that the laddes cleped Heyman, 
His steppe was schort and it was weke^ 
Of his "barrow did the whele squeak. 
Of love did he singen all the dai 
Por Cupid did his herte pierce they sey. 
Around the collage from morn till eve 
Hot a scrappe of paper did he leave. 
The "boxes in the halls were his moste car

 >
 \ J 

But of his temper lads bewar.A*
 0

 . .. 

tfiiitr 
At one time, he wassisted as presenting a playlet on "The History of England" ; 

; another, as "establishing a new record in carrying the maill "between college and stations 

2 L J 

.me, 43 min. 22 2/5 sec."; again, as carolling in Aprille to greete ye springe, and hasten-
3 

tg oure letters up to "bringe. Johnnie's lessening haste, however, increased the impatience 

' the youthful throng around the college post-office every evening before dinner to receive 

leir mail. A Halcyon poet of 1900 reflects this impatience tempered with genial tolerance, 
4 

i follows: 
-•take up the Hayman's burden, 

"TFor there he climbs in need. 
«*Carry the letters quicklys 

want them ere we feed; 
*T5r wait in anxious longing 

*'Mongst fluttered folk and wild, 
'While Johnny still is creeping, 

*Half angel and half child."** 

It was this last service of carrying the mail, nevertheless, which endeared him 
5 

>st. As one poet put it, after hailing various other dear things about the college: 

"Yes, 

the dearest thing that aught I know, 
"And I've never seen it fall, 

*Is half-past five in the afternoon, 
/When Johnny brings the mail.^ 

- Ibid. 1899. IPS- ' 

lut. 
• . , „ j f 

Ibid, 1899, p . 123. 

" Ibid, "i9oo^ 143. 

- Ihid. 1898, p . 118 
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This function was celebrated by Halcyon artists and photographers, as well 

s poets: witness the pictures on the opposite page, taken from The Halcyon of 1899, pp. 125 

ad 148. 

Johnnie's strength failed rajfcidly during the winter of 1898-99, and an effort 

as made to find some of his family who would take care of him in his last years. When this 
1 

amor spread among the students, the Halcyon's editors dedicated to him the following Ode: 

-"Johnny Hayman, many winters 
*Thou hast trod these college halls, 

b r o u g h t the mail up the asphaltum, 
•"loved by all within these walls. 

-"Thou art getting old and feeble, 

"Shambling is thy gait once strong, 
'•'thou art ever humming, mumbling, 

-"Soft and low, a sad, sad song. 

<This year is the last, they tell us, 
'"'Thou shalt haunt old Swarthmore dear; 

/•How some gentle friends will claim thee, 
-"•Claim thee kindly, never fear, 

W e would tell thee, ere thou goest, 
-"How we love and honor thee, 

•"How we'll miss thee when thou leavest 
-"With thy long worked-for degree.** 

Ho suitable place could be found for his last home immediately, and he was him-

slf reluctant to retire from his old familiar tasks and leave them for other, careless 

mds to fulfil. But on September 28, 1900, he "battled with the elevator and received ser-
2 

>us injuries," the Halcyon chronicler reported. In fact, while he was preparing to 

iscend with some bags of laundry on the elevator in the east end of Parrish Hall, he neglects. 

I to make sure that the elevator was there, and stepped into space. The fall of some twelve 

let did not kill him; and he survived, to work seven more years with undiminished loyalty, 

.though he had then a relative who would have cared for him at her home, he preferred to 

Lie in the harness", which he did, in his beloved little room at the east end of Parrish Hall. 

- Ibid. 1900, p . 127. 
- Ibid. 1902, p. 150. 
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Tne last tribute paid him "by the students appeared in the Halcyon of 1902, 
1 

and was as follows! 
<*To Johnnie. 

*To thee, kind friend of our long College life, J

%ite teacher who will never "be forgot -
TTo thee, who sh&rest in all our fun and strife, 

'And helpest lighten every student's lot; 
*fho with the single talent God has given 

*tThe art of being true in little things) 
"East humbly climbed the rugged hill to Heaven, 

*And waitest till the summoning angel brings 
*The tidings from the Father, when thee'11 go 

*jind lay thy treasure at the Judge's feet, 
•*And stand in garments pure and white as snow, 

*tTpon the right hand of the Judgment seat, -
JTo thee we humbly bow in reverence still 
/For teaching us to do our Father's will. 

The last tribute from the alumni came from a loyal alumnus who had known Johnnie 

as an undergraduate in the 1880's and during all the subsequent years. This took the 

form of a large bronze tablet, which was placed in Parrish Hall opposite the staircase 

up and down which he had toiled with the mail so many times, and which bears the following 

inscription: 

Semper Fidelig 

In Memory of 

"Johnnie" 
John Hayman 

1839 - 1907 

A Faithful Servant 

Known to Thirty-Eight Classes 

of 

Swarthmore Students 

1 - P. 158. 



BILLY m H A T C m m fr 

One of the most faithful of the college employes was William Mullins, who was the 

guardian forfcrt^-jujfcyeaxs of Parrish Hall and its sleeping inmates against the perils 

of fire and robbery during the hours of the night. He came to the college in / % 7*] 

and remained there until his death in 19 6 ^ . 

Billy had lost his "but he was still a 

vigorous man when he arrived at^college and his character and function soon 

made him prominent in student annals and traditions. As early as 1886, the Halcyon in-

troduced him in its play entitled "Teapest", as "Billy the Watchman, with lantern." He 
1 

was made to say, or sing: 

I am the Watchman bold.' 

-"'All through the night ray beat I tramp, 

•"'Guarding the college property. 

•
If

ind often, would you think it? 

Strange sights I see, - some midnight orgy 

reckless Sophomores eating water-melon, 

*br Freshmen getting their lessons out 

candle-light. 

*t)ft 

too the Seniors grave I see, 

"Sitting in solemn silence in the rosy glow 

-""Of parlor fire, 

J*fiaking of buckwheat calces withal, -

*fahile ever and anon one who seems chief 

matter: 

^ o u r on more batter, Jersey; more sugar, 

^Brother B."> 1

 " Halcyon, 1888, pp. 102 - 103. 



^Within an alcove room I hear the sound 

*0f merry revely, 

•"Where "banjoes twang and madrigals 

'•'Float out, 

*And Sleepy gives his little senate laws. 

'Sometimes, too, far into the night, 

*k light gleams out 

^ r o m the office of the Phoenix, wherein sit 

*Two callow youths with scissors bright 

*ln hand, 

'Clipping articles from other journals 

^To pass off as theirs, 

hat boots it that ofttimes, enwearied with 

*The dull monotony 

-*t)f walking in the dark, I nap? 

**llo sooner am I comfortably disposed, 

"And sweet slumbers 

"ily tired eyelids steep, 

T h a n with a start I wake 

**And feel round for my pistil, startled by 

<*the somnolent rantings of some stage-

' s truck Junior, 

Reciting heavy tragedy from Borneo and 

^Juliet. 

-"And thus my fiery course I run 

"frrom twilight gray till rise of sun; 

lyfoxa, few there are would envy me 

Xlf they'd try it for two or three 

J"wights.X 
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octette of Admiring Senior Girlsf 

"Sing hey to hold BillyJ 

T h e daffadowndilly, 

'"And likewise the lily 

•""Will trill roundelays 

T o sound the high praise 

*t)f Billy the just too-lovely-for-anything 

"'Watchmani 
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One of Billy's official duties was to turn off at ten P.M. the gas which supplied 

the light for the legitimate task of working the morrow's recitations; or, as one 
1 

sard put it: 
'"•'When soft the shades of evening 

•"Had wrapped my couch in peace, 

*3ind the faithful hand of William 

*Sad caused the gas to cease 

It might be supposed that this de-lighting procedure at Billy's hand would have 

;aused him to be very unpopular; but this was not imputed to him as unrighteousness, but 

;o his superiors, and it was far more than counterbalanced by the unofficial services 

rhich he performed. Since he was obliged to turn night into day, and vice versa, he was 

irovided by the college housekeeper with a substantial repast which he consumed at some 

lid-hour of the night; and this he often shared with a youth who, through some mishap, 

tad missed his evening meal. At times of faculty or class receptions, when a surplus of 

ce-cream was left over - which sometimes iiappens even in college - it became Billy's 

erquisite, and he would share it too with a youth whom he knew to be suffering from 

hysical or mental ill. Those students, too, who desired to be awakened early in the 

ioming to continue their cramming for some quiz or examination,had only to hang a towel 

n the door-knpb of their bedroom, and Billy would unfailingly rout them out when he 

ade his early morning rounds. 

A Halcyon bard immortalized some of these benefactions of Billy in the two stanzas 
2 

ollowing, the first entitled, "At Ten-thirty P.M.", the second "At Pour-thirty A.M.": 

-*When long hours of thoughtful study 

•"Make your eyelids sting and droop; 

"When, with overpowering languor, 

#

Your back begins to stoop, -

*£ow your drowsiness disperses, 

*How you skip across the floor, 

- Ibid. 1898. p. 124. 2 - jfrrl rwm». 1903, p. 144 t 



"When William, kind old William, 

"Brings a freezer to the door."
1 

"But when peace of sweetest sliamber 

"Gins to calm your Bstless mind, 

"When the joyousness of dreamland 

"Leaves the cares of day "behind; 

"Comes a pang of recollection 

"Of exams, for you in store, -

"Then William, kind old William, 

"Comes a-pounding on the door." 

Billy the Watchman 
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BELLE TOffi WATOIttltArrAiro "TUB QUI" 

It was probaHy Billy's tolerance and. sympathy for those stSdents who occasionally 

atronized "The Owl", which endeared him most to their hearts, and these students were 

umerous. "The Owl" was itself a very familiar and popular Swarthmore institution, albeit 

ne which was fraught with considerable fear and anxiety. It was, in fact, the last 

vening train from Philadelphia, and it did not reach the college station until after 

idnight - long after all good students should be safe in bed. 
1 

A Halcyon poet of 1892 expresses the common sentiment towards "The Owl" as follows? 

"tray, what is the bird that's so magic in flight, 
*That brings back the students so late in the night, 
'Or, leaving them, gives them a terrible fright? 

r*Tis the Owl. 

*How black are its featuresj How bright is its eye! 
/How very familiar its sharp, mournful cryj 
*But ohj what a comfort to take a home fly, 

*0n the Owl. 

•*And even if other friends happen along, 
*!Po come home at midnight can scarcely be wrong, 
^With a guide that we know is so trusty and strong, 

/As the Owl. 

"'its velvety feathers are garnet in hue, 
'Although every single one shelters but two; 
^And a ride, we have proved it, you never will rue, 

*bn the Owl. 

•"And so when we visit as old college men, 
*We won't leave the city till long after ten, 
^ftnd so test that pleasure at least once again, 

»Of the Owl." 

The patrons of "The Owl" were almost always of the male sex; but sometimes it 

Lapp en ed that two students of opposite sexes would see each other at a theatre in the city 

nd naturally come out together on "The Owl", rather than lose the last and best part of 

;he play. On all arrivals of the Owl, Billy would be standing at the big front door; and 

since he was fundamentally loyal to the rules of the college, and used his discretion only 

- 1894, p. 114. 
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rith the utmost discretion in applying them, he would duly report the delinquents to the 

aatron or dean. 

"They were late and came out on the owl, 

T o o whooj too whooj 

>*And it said! 

£

*WhooJ whooj' 

T h e Dean next morn said to Billee: 

L j r

What two? What two?' 

•And she said 

t

fWhol Who?*' 

There were some incorrigible delinquents who fared badly at the faculty's hands? 

and tne|e were elected to The Owl Club, in two sections: the Hoot Owls and the Screech 

2 ^ a a t I j - ^ - ^ 'to- A&^-^^J} JLijL ̂ TA^sMft. 

Owls. The latter probably included such students as\the two youths who, on February 20, 
3 * 

1901, "saw Sapho ^sic^j and walked home." 
Billy was growing old, and the automobile was rapidly displacing, especially in 

emergencies, the railway trains, the Owl and all, at the end of our period; but one more 
4 

Halcyon poet had a chance to sing as follows the praises of "The Swarthmore Owl": 

*ftow Kipling sings the
 <L

En5>ire State'', 
•""Which scorns the ringing rail; 

*jftnd Rawnsley, «the artillery,'* hymns 
T $ e Pennsylvania Mail; 

•"'Cy Warman tells of flying wheels 
"•"Where gorge-racked rivers howl; 

*But none of these my fancy please -
*T sing the Swarthmofce

 tt

0wl. ^ 

*Hot jsiers the beat of the Pullman trucks, 
T h e roll of the great ̂ ompound^; 

*STot nets the dash through the sleety night 
•Where the canon echoes sound; 

••She carries no heroes of old romance, 
•"tin her no villains scowl; 

"But a godless crew, and jolly, too, 
•"Are passengers on the Owl. 

1 - Ibid. 1898, p. 134. 
2 - Ibid. 1901, p . 118 
3 - Ibid, 1902, p. 152. 
4
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"ftreck, if you will, the Empire State, 

•"Abolish the P. P. V.; 
"Strike from the card the Limited, 

"And still a smile have we. 
-"But, Pates, officials, and railroad men, 

•"Would you make us cuss and howl? 
•"Just take from the schedule our friend in need, 

"The dear old Swarthmore Owl." 

Billy, too, was soon afterwards, gathered to his fathers; and when he was admitted 

through Saint Peter's "big front door, the same grateful alumnus who had memoralized 

Johnnie Hayman, placed a tablet beside the door of the office in Parrish Hall where Billy 

had spent so many watchful hours of the night. The inscription on this tablet reads as 

follows: 

This Tablet is Erected 

To the Memory of 

Mldlta 

1841 - 1905 

Affectionately Known as 

"Billy" 

Who during Twenty-light Years as 

Night Watchman Faithfully Safeguarded 

Swarthmore College 

And the Lives and Property of Its 

Faculty and Students 

"Watchman, What of the Uight?" 

t<-

The Night is Far Spent, the Day is at Hand." 



TOM DOLPHIN AND THE RAILHOAD STATION AND BRIDBE 

The railroad station-agent and postmaster at Swarthmore for many years was 

Captain Thomas Dolphin, a Civil War veteran of grim manners and kindly heart. As the 

dispenser of railroad tickets to students starting for home on holidays, or to Philadel-

phia and Media on pleasure "bent, and as the guardian of letters from home-folks and to 

others, Tom was one of the best known and popular personages adjacent to the college 

campus. His fame and some of the reasons for his popularity among the students are 

immortalized in one of the songs in 1893's collection. It isy'Tom Dolphin", and was 

written by Edward Martin, 1378, to the tune of "Ben Baxter." Its chorus is expressive 
1 

of merriment and not much else; but its words carry weighty meaning, and are as follows j 

•^L. Tom Dolphin at the station, 
A jolly fellow he4 

And when we took the midnight train. 
Why Tom he could not seej H & J b ? v c w 
Why Tom he could not seei Uj^J d t t J I I ( J JSZ~ J 
Why Tom he could not seej J / f ^ aMjiy .^fixvxj » w C -

2. Now Tom he liked his baccy, { r-Jj^^t^^f^P" ^ / ' V J I V» J 
And likedylo did we; X T • '

a X u A n

i ' ' ^ 
But when we puffed the noxious weed^A

 /
JL*, / ^ ^ L r u ^ i ^ 

Why Tom he could not seej \ n V - W P / Ift'i / f J ) 
Why Tom he could not seel /t-u^w ^ ^ o l U f ^ u n - ' 
Why Tom he could not seel J ^ U ^ U ' ^ r l d r i

 1 

3. Sometimes there came a letter, I f jqXuj^j 'j^e^L. 
Which note to Prex. would be; \ ' v ' * Jf . < ' 

But when he said: 'Tom hand it outj' V ^ J ^ "
4

" r u z A / 
Why Tom he conoid not seej /J 
Why Tom he could not seej t/ 
Why Tom he could not seej 

4 . When we go back to Swarthmore, • 
fo Alma Mater*s knee, 

Whose smile so bright, whose grip so tight -
As Tom's, for he can seej 
Ag Tom's, for he can seej 
As Tom's, for he can seej" 

The first railroad station was between the railroad and the college campus; 

1 - Halcyon. 1893, p. 206. 



fo- tu^JU^uL. J L f AHrMy- j Tom Dolphin & the R.R.Stat ion & Br id® 

L
 JL^jk '/J*. /l+UUJJL e^vij^dJLrv-. / w t : j 

December, 1876, the board was able to report: "Among the improvements made on 

the property during the year should be mentioned a new and commodious station, now being 

erected by the West Chester and Philadelphia Railroad Con^any, on ground leased to it by 

77V 

the College for this purpose. 

The railroad bridge over Crura Creek and its valley was wide enough only for a 

single track^ and^at its considerable height, crossing it on foot by a narrow plant 

was a decidedly "ticklish" proceeding. Since trains between Swarthmore and Media were 

very few and far between, especially in the evenings, student revellers had v y frequently 

the choice of walking over the railroad bridge, or a long way around across the bridge 

over the Crura on Baltimore Pike^or at the dam a mile farther down. Youthful courage 

and nerves were quite equal to the ordeal; but even for the^, it seemed too cruel a 

"hazing" stunt. Older employees of the college incurred real danger, and one of them -

who was somewhat befuddled by strong drink ecAo^^mceident^*^-^wrvoa. ̂ -^yt^n^-j^-

t j^.3 7 -

1 - Stockholders' Minutes, 1876, p . 50. A year later, it was reported that the station 

had been completed. 
?' f 



SAM GUYSR 

An employe in Science Hall, named. "Sam" Guyer, performed many years of faithful 

service; "but, having a rather rough exterior and a disposition suspicious of the rest of 

the world and especially of the propensities of college students, he and they carried on 

a perennial feud. As early in his career as 1888, the Halcyon devoted to him the follow-
1 

Chaucerian stanza: 

M

A man ther was of Science Hall also 
"That unto science hadde longe igo 
"And schorte was he sothly for to say; 
<"0f his visage to tellen as I may 
•"It had a sorrowful expressioun, 
*For swich as this was his condicioun 
/That all the hoys and maydes for despyt 
*3im for to raisen tok a schure delyt. 
•'His werk was in a chemist's laboratory, 
/Or in the lectu^l on a higher story. 
>*Wel coulde he use air-pumpes or measure gasses 
/Wei coulde he cleane room, or wasche glasses* 
/Who coflthe ryme in Bnglissch properly 
^His martyrdom? for sothe it am not I; 
/Therefore I passe as lightly as I may 
/With nought but Farewell, Sam, and have good-day.* 

Sam was decidedly meticulous as to economy and order in the laboratories tinder 

his janitorial care. He was accused of "making the students pay higher for test-tubes 
2 

strict rules which were caricatured in the following Bules and Regulations for the use of 
3 

"Dr. Samuel Guyer": 

The seats in the Engineering class room must be changed at least once in 

two weeks. 

Students in the Chemical Laboratory must not be allowed to use the C S^_as 

hair oil or handkerchief perfume. 

/III. Students asking for citric acid to make lemonade must be supplied with 

(COOH)).. 
/IV. Students must not be allowed to pour good precipitates into the slop jar, 

they must save them and extract the elements for a second use. 

and things that they break in the lab .than the retail rate." He tried to enforce 

1. Halcyon. 1990, p. 115, 
2 - Ibid. 1892. p. 12?. 
3 t ^ O , p . 121. 



Sam Guyer 
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Students roust not be allowed to waste the chemicals by eating themy it 

is extravagant and any student making himself sick in this way must be charged $1.67|-.'* 

Further rules were attributed to "Dr. Sammule Smith Guyer, Bachelor of Janitry, 

Night-President of the School of Chemistry." These were directed to the assistant in-
1 

structors, as well as to the students! 

I t is very dangerous for innocent young professors to venture into the city 

too frequently. There are cases on record where youthful instructors have been arrested 

as runaway husbands, and seriously embarrassed thereby, Ich will nach, Swarthmore gehen 

EBB& skis. QbrjLgkffit ttlsMs. dagegen frfrtt 

"Do not experiment with dangerous reagents in the way of explosive gases with 

which you are not familiar. A valuable gasometer was once destroyed in this way, and a 

class of preps were frightened out of a year's education. 

*l)o not show favoritism in your attention to the students. The young men feel 

grieved when you devote all your time to the young ladies. 

"Do not show disrespect to the Night-President. He feels the importance of his 

position, and does not relish bombastic orders from subordinates. 

XTo the Students: - Follow my example, and keep out of the Day-light. 

*bo not ask the Professor the atomic composition of ortho-nitro-phenyl-propionic 

acid or similar reagents when he is busy. "We professors' will consider a breaking of 

this rule to be a sufficient cause for conditioning the perpetrator. 

^Always laugh when the Doc. tells you that you have used enough of a reagent 

to supply the laboratory for ten years. He likes appreciation and remembers it. 

#Never question the Night-President when he presents your breakage bill of $4.35 

for the total destruction of a test-tube and a piece of wire gauze. Remember that dis-

tilled H 0 -aid C.P. H SO cost money, and the services of Dr. Guyer himself are valuable. 
2 2 4 

"•Them students must realize that 'we* can't run this department for nothing** 

lT""lbid.l391. pp. 115 - 6 T ~ 
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The source of the "Day-light" alluded to in these rules Dr. Day, professor 

of chemistry, who was regarded as a scientific neophyte by his janitorial assistant. 

The students were naturally delighted whenever they found the two officials in animated 
1 

discussion; one of the "Sights worth Seeing" was "Sam and the Dr. disagreeing"; and 

one of the "New Books" advertised was the "Autobiography of Samuel Guyer, with special 

chapters on 'Chemistry as She Should be Taught' and 'The Broad Method', etc., etc/' 
2 

3 vols., 8 vo.*-

1 - Ibid. 1899, p. 136. 

2 - Ibid. 1899, p. 142. 

.A j i/i 
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Jf**^Ilegro waitresses; Fanny (who could ring the "bell for meals through the first 

Loor^ east and west halls^in three minutes), a n d ^ ^ 

CMartha (who required minutes for the same task). 

"Lu the Laundry"; Considered a Doctor Jekyll in private, life, but a Mr. Hyde 
1 

Tficially, Her fame was sung by a Halcyon poet of 1901 as follows! 

""When the legions of ITapoleon 

*From the conquering allies flew, 

^Europe boasted, 'There can never 

/fee another Waterloo.' 

/kut our little Quaker College 

/troves this statement all untrue; 

/For the mistress of the Laundry, 

/Is she not a 'Water Lu?»" 

Another Halcyon b*rd expressed the general exasperation with Lu's and the Laundry's 

lleged handiwork, in a skit entitled "The Modern Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, or Swarthmore 
2 

ollege Catalogue vs. Swarthmore College," as follows! 

"Dr. Jekyll(^ Anticipations 'The college laundry does good, efficient work at very 

easonable rates.' Mr. Hvde^Realizations "A weekly visit to the laundry will be required 

f you to identify the remains of the missing members of your none-too-extensive wardrobe, 

nd if too many have not preceded you in their visits of identification, you may be able 

o secure enough to run you through the next w e e k , ^ 
'N.B. - All flannels should be purchased at least five sizes too large, as the 

sundry Department is inclined to treat the wash-water with a sufficient amount of green 

ersimmon juice to contract the aforesaid garments into mere apologies of their former 

ielves.* 

, - Halcyon. 1903, p . 170. 
! - 1898, p. 139. 



THE IfrTIBMARY AMD BACHEL EVES 

The predecessors of the present "Pest House" were two semi-isolated rooms, one 

in the end of the west hall of Parrish, and one in the end of the east hall. A succession 

of "practical nurses" cared for the latter, which was patronized by the invalided girls; 

and for many years, a most kindly Quaker lady, named Eachel Eves, presided over "the 

infirmary" for the boys. 

The first tribute to this "guardian angel, when pain and anguish wrung the brow" 

of the invalided youths, appears in the Halcyon of 1888, in the form of the two following 
*

 1 

stanzp included in the "Tempest": 

(kiss Eves enters with cup of composition tea,^ and says:) 

"I don't feel like speaking lto the faculty ?J, 
<*But cannot help thinkihg 

T h a t boys will be boys, come what may; 
T e t in spite of their fun 

They've kind hearts, ev'ry one, " ~ 
*So I'll give them my best care alway. 

(Grand Chorus of West Wingers) ^ A 

/Guardian of the Nursery,
 x

— J f ^ r f s b * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
T u n e s of praises we sing to tbeeJA^t• 

T h o u who our every pain allayed V / u ^ L L ^JL jr f 
*With good cream-toast and marmaladeTvv^ ^ ^HJ. 

T o l d what cough-cure 'twere best to use, \ -Awt / ^ 
*"And cheered us when we had the blues; 

W a v e kind advice, cared for us all, - J~ 
T h e equal friend of the great and smaljl. 

<*3Por Preshmen and Seniors and Preps are we, j 
*But 'my boys' all in our honor of thep.^ 

Perhaps one of the tricks played upon understanding Miss Eves/is illustrated by a 

* / 
definition in the Halcyon of 1891:, 

to stand the rigor ("Infirmary: A popular recuperating resort for mental invalids unabl< 

of examinations." ^ ^ j ^ t ius^y, 

That Miss Eves was not wholly oblivious to student guile is evidenced by a song in 

V 
in 1893's collection, entitled "Rachel had a Little Lamb," some of which runs as follows:" 
___

 1 8 8 8 t V m 1 0 5 > 

2 - Ibid? 1893, p. 311. It was written by Edward Martin, 1878, and James E.Verr 



The Infirmary and Rachel Eves 
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*&achel had a little lamb, 
*Little lamb, little lamb, 

^Rachel had a little lamb, 
*It& face was white as snow, 

•"And everywhere that Rachel went, 
^Rachel went, Rachel went, 

'And everywhere that Rachel went, 
"The lamb was sure to go. 

*But Rachel was not fresh as he, 
"•STresh as he, fresh as he, 

••But Rachel was not fresh as he, 
*She was onto his tricks, 

*She grabbed him by the neck, did she, 
*5Teck did she, neck did she, 

*She grabbed him by the neck, did she, 
*And poured down number six. 

^It gamboled out of class one day, 

/Class one day, class one day, 
/It gamboled out of class one day, 

*&nd sought the nursery door. 
*And in a sickly voice did bleat, 

/Voice did bleat, voice did bleat, 
Vjind in a sickly voice did bleat, 

'My head is very sore. 

MAlasJ AlasJ That little lamb, 
*Little lamb, little lamb, 

HAlasJ H a s ! That little lamb, 
more we'll hear its bleat. 

^A marble stone is at its head, 
*At its head, at its head, 

Kk marble stone is at its head, 
^Another at its feet." 

Those "Thompsonian" remedies, "composition" and "number six", so dear to the 
heart of Miss Eves, were not really considered (even by that renowned physician of later 

years, Dr. Edward Martin, one of the authors of the poem) as fatal as indicated; but they 

evidently held a potent dread for youthful palates, and were regarded as sovereign remedies 

in the infirmary, or nursery, of the "east wing" as well as the west. A Halcyon poet 

(or poetess) of 1897-98 gives the following idea of "composition" as a panacea, under the 
1 

title, "The Eastern Remedy": 

*3t pain have you got, my poor dear -
cold, did you say, or an ache? 

J*Some good composition tea, here? 
^Tow, come, won't you try for my sake? 

x

0 h , yesi you've been out in the wet: 
b e w a r e of pneumonia, dear] 

*How this is the best thing to get, 
""Some good composition tea, clear. 

"Dyspepsia, or chill, did you say? 
see that you feel very weak; 

"Well, try composition tea, pray, -
/My child, you fell into the creekj 

/Ah4 from composition tea's might, 
from composition tea's sway, 

^AhJ from composition tea's sight, 
/Good Lord, 0 deliver us, prayj\ 

1 - I M i * 1899, p. 112. Susan S. Cassin, who came to the college in 1869 as "Assistant in 

S
f

 Murseriee and Dormitories", and remained in charge of the easi-wing nurserv f i m 

s s 2 r s ^ t s y a i ^ l i M r 1 0 0 — ° f Z-
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The health of Swarthmore's students continued from the very first to he so extra-

ordinarily good that the two infirmaries had "but very few contagious dis^easeslworse than 

measles to deal with. Even in the most strenuous football season, very few injuries in-
1 

curred in this game were too serious to be treated in the college nursery. One September, 

a student of ratner advanced years arrived at college with a disease which was speedily 

diagnosed as small-pox. He was immediately transferred to the Philadelphia hospital; but 

the entire college community had to undergo a siege of vaccination. This vaccination 

ordeal had been preceded by less universal ones; and the editors of the 1896 Halcyon seized 

one of these to make the following Jibe at its rivals: 

*Two athletic 95* s pluclsy to the core, 

^Swooned at the sight of a vaccination sore."* 

One, not serious but widespread, epidemic which sent numerous victims temporarily 

to the two infirmaries was the "pink eye." It appears to have afflicted especially the 

girls,^one of whose admirers wrote for the Halcyon of 1903 the following poem on "Eyes of 

Pink" i" 

*While poets sing of 'Eyes of blue,' 
"I'll sing of eyes of pink, 

*i*or they are quite the proper thing 
present, don't you think? 

"•K) eyes of pink, 0 eyes of pink, 
magic lurks in you 

*That is not felt at all by those 
*Whose eyes are simply blue. 

j 
*Your pale, pathetic pinkness, 

"With a shading of maroon, 
"Bears with it an impression H

ffhat is not forgotten soon. 

maiden fair with eyes of pink, 
"Can you doubt my heart is true, 

'"When I say I love you twice as much 
"'As when your eyes were blue? 

"'MSyes of blue and eyes of Hack, 
*Eyes of brown and gray, 
poets' praises now no more, 
"*5Pink eyes have won the day I*" 

.4 k £ 

. -
 S e

P ^ ^ r l90i
;
 tne vaccination ordeal was duly chronicled in the HaJ,py

0?l 0
f 1903,p.l57. 

XDid, 1896, p. 119. 3 ^ 
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When Miss Eves was transferred from the nursery of the west wing to that of the 

iast wing, she was succeeded in the former by Miss Sarah D. Coale, This former teacher in the 

laltimore Friends School was a lady of much the same kindly type as her predecessor;and 

she too gained the respect and affection of the boys of a dozen years before 1902, although 

>he became known to more and larger classes after the turn of the century. In the former 

>eriod, the Halcyon of 1895, has the following stanza in its "Mother Goose up to^ Date"! 
1 

I s a merry old soul, 

•^And a merry old soul is she, 

*0ur Miss Cole -"She gets the boys tea 

*When they in nursery be 

""And she works for her fav'rites three.^ 

1 - Fbid. 1895, p. 117, 
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S K A T IJLfl ^ r 

"Skating on the Crum" became, soon after the end of the century, only a 

legend, or at the most a pastime rarely indulged in. But in the first generation it was 

a regular and favorite sport. Winter weather varied, of course; and agfcer oao cad drown-

ing afciidont inyl ^ a committee of the older and most reliable students was regularly 

appointed to test the ice and post notices as to when and whereVirt wafe entirely safe. 

Only in accord with these notices wa<= the student body permitted to enjoy the sport•\jL.lf.l
m
 — 

The Crum below the railroad bridge was not bordered by college land until 

18 ; above the bridge, it was narrower, deeper and swifter, so that skating did not 

attain its full popularity until the students could avail themselves of the broad, winding 

stream between the bridge and the dam. This section of it flowed between banks beauti-

fully clad with deciduous and evergreen trees, which formed a splendid medium through 

which to view the setting sun, and which mingled their shadows with the light reflected 

from the ice. 

The beauty of nature, however, wag rivalled or excelled by the pleasure of 

"co-educating" which this sport provides so admirably. As early as 1886, we find a 

Halcyon poet portraying this feature as follows: 

-*l7hen to the banks of Cydnus 

•"'(poetical for Crum) 
•^down the slippery woodland path 

•"The Swarthmore lasses come 
"Skating, 

i^And skates are on, there comes the time 
^ S o delicate and nice) 

"Of mating, . 
b e f o r e we glide across the ice, 

-"Gyrating. 

-"One day the skating was not fine, 
•"Uor pleasant was

-

 the weather, 
"But still we struck ofi£ down the creek, 

belle and I, together 
•"Prating. 

•''Say I: 'On sr.ch a day as this, 
•I can't conceive what led 

•You skating.' e J 
*She turns and whispers low:'Cold- a ' 

*kcatinfill" Q ».ffa, 
— I V i g 7, I - Halczon. 1885,

 P
T~3i; 



Other pcemc, in prose and verse, on "Skating on the Crum" are to he found in 

the juniors' year-book$, An especially enthusiastic one comes from the Halcyon of 1897, 
1 

and is as follows: 

"What a bright, merry scene is presented every winter afternoon that the ice on 

the Crum is thick enough to bear the skatersj Youths and maidens - yes, and older ones, 

too, those experienced in the art of skating, and those just learning - all join heartily 

in the fun, and their gay laughter and happy voices form a fitting accompaniment to the 

ring of the steel and tho occasional deep boom of the cracking ice. Was there ever a 

sport so invigorating, so perfectly delightful as skating? How smoothly and gracefully 

the couples glide onwardj Plying seems almost easy after that airy motion. All along 

the course they are seen, from the dam to the railroad bridge, wherever the Crum pursues 

its winding way - now between high, tree-covered banks and now between far-stretching 

hayfielus. Almost all wear gay caps and sweaters, which contrast brightly with the 

sombre background of leafless trees and dun-colored earth; but the Swarthmore garnet 

predominates. 

"ICot all are skating straight ahead, however. Here and there, wherever an 

unusually smooth stretch of ice can be found, some one is practicing fancy strokes; and 

at intervals, along the banks, are groups of twos, who have grown weary and must needs res 

Uear the inn, on the float, and by the boat-house quite a number are usually gathered, 

some putting on and some taking off their skates, some watching the games of hockey, and 

others who have come with the sole aim of being sociable. What a happy, careless time 

it ij|j Lessons and other duties are forgotten, and each one abandons himself to the 

spirit of the hour. And then the twilight bell rings. OhJ that twilight belli" 
o w 

Another poem, in verse, ends as follows: 
-^Through the maze of memory thronging, 

'"When release from care we seek, 
there comes a heatfelt longing 

^ o r & skate on old Crura Creek.^ 

L - P . 120. 

2 - I M d . 1898, p. 141.-felt lure j 
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Occasionally, two languages were required to give expression to the enchant-
1 

tent "Auf den Crum:" 

"*In einen ktthlen Grande 
*Da fliesst der alte Crum 

*Woran die Schftler skaten 
""Und co-educaten some. 

i 
*f)y\e Knaben spiel en hockey 

"Und 'hookey' zu, vielleicht, 
*Und sagen zu dera Lehrer, 

tyAchJ Lehrer, sie sind leicht.' 

\Mit MSdchen aber ist es 
""Die meisten fun zu skate, 

""Und bleiben auf den Schlittschoh'n 
*Und komm'n zu supper late. 

''SJnd wenn es dunkel werde 

"OEs giebt uns alle Gltick 
"Zu walk up rait dem M&dchen 

*Wobei wir wftrden stick, 

"Es ist ein steepen hillside 
"^Worauf wir kommen must: 

*2u hilfen auf die MSdchen 
"^Wir nehmen grosse Lust, 

*Ach, Cruur, wir mftchten immer 
*Auf deine Strom zu skate, 

•"Und machen unser Leben 
*Ein lang Co-educate, 

1. *f 7 " 

Another poem as late as 1900, after detailing the woes of each of the college 
2 

lasses, ends with the following "Consolation": 

Yes, truly, we're in a deplorable state, 

And sad is the life that we lead, 

For we're hustled and hurried from morning till night 

In a heart-rending manner indeed; 

Yes there're gains for our losses and balms for our pains; 

And just let us bear it in mind, 

And be glad that in good skating-weather a large 

Crum (b) of comfort we easily find. 

1

 "
 I l 3 i d

»
 1 8 9 9

» P. 112^ 
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 - ^ r i 9 0 3 . p. 154, 



Tggj DIIIUS BOOM 

One of the vital nerve-centers of colleges, as of all young (and old) people's 

institutions is the festive hall which attracts all of every class three times regularly 

every day. Hence, it is one of the most prominent and enduring targets of student wit 

and satire. 

To Swarthmore's dining room (where "Excellent hoarding: the dining room floor" 

could he procured at stated hours) , its devotees were summoned by a large brass hand-

bell within Parrish Hall and by the college bell outside. Inspired by Poe's exaa^le, a 
1 

student poet struck these bells as follows: 

•*l3ear the ringing of the bells -
<"l)inner bellsj 

*What a lack of nourishment their melody foretell si 
*How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle, 

•"Through the halls so long and quiet, 
*ffhile the pies that oversprinkle 
-^All the kitchen, seem to wrinkle 

*In a terror and a fright. 
-"Thinking hash, hash, hash, 
*How our teeth we often gnashj 

•*And when coming nearer, nearer, as our appetite impels, 
•*0h, what smells, smells, smells, smells -

'"Smells - such smells.' 
/Hhat our latest thought of turkey all common-sense dispels.K 

Ho matter how loud and insistent the warning of the bells, there was always a 

wild scramble of too-leisurely students to cross the sacred threshold before the door 

was closed in their faces and they were left outside with three alternatives: to go with-

out the meal, to forage for it somewhere on the campus or in the village, or, finally, to 

enter the dining-room when the doors were opened and "sign up" for tardiness. 

Since this last alternative brought letters of remonstrance tojfoarents, when too 

frequently resorted to, the signatures were some times of strange chirography and signi-

ficance. Such names as Spinach, Bean, etc., and a uniform or illegible handwriting would 

( M A f 
grace or dis-grace a page now and then. The problem from the student's point of view\i® 

1 - Ibid. 1897, p. 121. 
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1 ' 
analysed in the following "Soliloquy (Imploring Shakespeare's Forgiveness)": 

'To sign or not to sign, that is the question; 
'Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The grins and gestures of outrageous colleagues, 
Or to take the pencil 'gainst a sea of troubles 
'And by our signing face them? To sign, to eat 1

 Once more; and when we eat, to say we end 1

 The hunger and the thousand natural pangs 
The flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wishes. To sign, too much, 
'Too much, perchance the 'steenth, ay there's the rub; 
'For by that signature what threats may come 
IWhen our paternal learns how much we're late 
Must give us pause; there's the respect 1

 That makes the signatures of so much weight. 

For who would bear the whips and scorn of Prex, 
'The pater's wrath, and Dean Bond's worried glance, 1

 The pangs of efforts lost, and wasted haste, 
The certainty of trouble, and the spurns 
'That tardy fellows of the unkind ones take, 
When one to all this night a quietus put, 
'By just mere bluffing. Who would trouble take 
' To stop and sign upon the tablet there, 
'But that the dread of something like a •V.quelch, 1

 The unremitting glances from whose frown 
The bluffer ne'er recovers, weakens the will, 
'And makes us rather face the ills from home 
Than fly to others that we know too well. [

Thus conscience does make signers of us all.
1

^ 

The familiar mad rush of tardy students to the dining room was reflected frequent-

ly in the pages of the Halcyon. At breakfast especially, which must be sought within 

the dining room before 7:00 A.M. (before 1890, or 7:30 thereafter)., students were caught 

by the artist and poet in their wild flight down the stairs of both the west and east 
2 3 

wings. Even the girls (perhaps especially the girls) participated in the scramble: 

/The stairs were full of shouting girls • 
/Mad rushing toward the dining-room, 

/Arranging pins and straggling curls 
/Within the hall's protecting gloom. 

/Ple-a-e-e wait a minute, I'm but half-dressedj 
/The Ainutes passed:one, two, three, four; 

/And then with pity unexpressed 
./iSt. Peter closed the door.*» 

4 a-4 

1 - Ibid. 1901, p. 132. 
2 - Halcyon, 1890, p . 128; 1894, p. 132. 
3

 " !£i£»1898, p . 113. 
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Occasionally, an exceptionally rapid adept in dressing and running succeeded in 

:oming in under the wire within the time limit; for example, it is recorded that one Sun-

Lay in January, 1898, "B makes supper |Vt siaQ from 5:59; others also ran." But, 

ilas, what appearances were thus presented! 

This rush to the dining room to be in on time was particularly incumbent upon 

;he men students who took turns at waiting upon the tables. The service of these amateur 

iraiters left much of both omission and commission to be desired; and the Halcyon gave fre 
j ! 2 

juent expression to the desire for profession^' For example: 

IOn equal footing, Sophs, and Seniors meet; 
Alike for bread and gravy they compete; 

/Alike obedient to the maiden's call, 

(They rush the vegetable dish to fill; 
Or on the floor the knives and forks they spill, 

/in Swarthmore's Dining Hall. 

{We fear our labor ne'er^shall have an end, Unless some well disposed, worthy Friend, 
/Shall endow them all: 

JWhen smiling waiters shall be hired to bring 
HOur viands to us, hymns of praise we'll sing 

AIn Swarthmore's Dining Hall." 

Thj^ complaint^HHS suppressed - in print - until the late 1880's; for the "well 

disposed, worthy Friends' of the early years thought it a desirable lesson in economy 

and democracy for the boys to act as waiters, however "dumb" they might be at first. 

These reasons did not impress the effete 1890's, however, and a Halcyon poet of 1891 

dreamed of the time when skilled (or, at l e a s t ^ e u ^ s ^ ^ ^ l t e r s would be employed. 

Most pron^tly and unexpectedly this dream was fulfilled; and a poet of 1892's Halcyon 
4 

could write: 
' Now one year has quickly passed 
Since was written by the poets 1

 Of that class called Ninety-one, 1

 That perhaps things might be altered, 1

 So that in the far-off future, 
The poor boys would be excused 1

 From that long and irksome task, 
'Waiting on the dining table. 

1 - rbid. 1899, p. 139. 
2 - Ibid.1890. p. 124. 
3 - jfolaargnw 1891, p. 126. 
4 - Ibid. 1892, p. 115. 
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We remember them, ajr dinner, 
Running quickly after bread, 
Going to the pump for water. 
But this now has all been altered, 
And the old familiar scenes 
'That were then so entertaining 
Have been changed by introducing 
'In the feftting hall at S'more, 
'Some new features known as waiters® 
'When at six we quickly gather 
'And the silent grace is ended, 
Then the door is quickly opened 
And from out its open portals 
?A11 these useful persons pour. 
TThey are all of different sizes, 1

 Some are short and some are tall, 1

 Some are thin and others stouter, 
' fcorae move quickly, othersVSSfk so, 
'More resembling in their movement 
That old creature called the snail. 
We can find among their numbers 1

 Some such famous ones as these: 1

 Jack and Charley, noted athletes, 1

 Famous on the foot-ball fieldj l̂ tJLu 
'Mary, often called^Sylph; 
Old Aunt Hachelybut none swifter, 
And the relict of that hero, 
Famed McGinty do we find. 
'They've the virtue of variety, 
'Yet in spite of all their faults 
'We appreciate most fully 
Their strong worth and usefulness, 
'And we thank our college rulers 
For the benefit bestowed, 
'And we say gratefully, truly, 
fThanks for these, our useful waiters.** 

But no more uniform and polished waiters could be afforded during the following 

ears of the Depression; and, indeed, even the first ill-conditioned ones had to be dis-

1-
ardea. So that we find the old desire being urged: 

Nffaiters wantedj Waiters wantedi 
*iText morn that sign appeared upon the door. 

•Waiters wantedj Waiters wantedj 
HFor the boys won't hustle water any more. 

*So when they all come down, 
HThey meet us with a frown, 

*And they groan - Waiters wantedj 

To help with the finances, and to check the growing deficit in the operation of the 

Iniag room, the authorities adopted the plan of selling "meal tickets" to visiting friends 

i u i i i • i m • -4! 
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of the students and to all other guests. The enforcement of the rule was entrusted to 

Miss Mary P. Eves, younger sister of Bachel, who was for many years "Matron of the Central 

Building," in which capacity she received strangers, supervised the housecleaning, and 

dispersed information of varied kinds. The innovation - chiefly because it was an inno-

vation, and not because of its financial aspects -*/ and its administrator were at once 
" 1 

satirized by student conservatives. "A sight worth seeing," they said, #as "Miss Ev 

perceiving a strange face in the dining-room"; and the ticket box called forth the follow-
2 

ing effusion, "Ef you don't Watch Out"I 

1

 A little tin meal-ticket box has come to College to stay; 
1

 It hangs upon the door just to keep our friends away, 
And take in the money the poor Alumni have to pay 
! When for breakfast, lunch, or dinner they happen out this way. 
'An' all us College students are as mad as mad can be; 
, 'We stand around the College halls and talk, yet all agree 
1

 If you look real independent you can miss the fee, no doubt, 
But the matron'11 git you 

t
 Ef you 

Don't 
Watch 

Out I 

1

 Onc't they was an Alumna here who didn't pay the price 
'For her luxuriant Swarthmore dinner, composed of bread and rice; 
An' she hurried past the parlor door to make the 7.01, 

1

 But 'fore she touched the door-knob she wondered what she'd done, 
Tor some one took her by the sleeve, and said, in accents grave, 

1

 You haven't paid your billj * - and such a look she gave 
1

 That the maiden paid her quarter with just a little pout, 
1

 An'^»the matron'11 git you 
Ef you 

Don't 
Watch 

OutJ 

'An' this little ticket box, when the year is past, 
1

 An' all the good Alumni have paid their bills at last, 
'Will be full to overflowing, a n t h e College won't be poor, 
An' perhaps then better meals we'll be able to procure. 
'So you'd better mind the managers, an' pay a little money 
'Even if the food doesn't taste as sweet as honey; 
'But when you do not want to pay you'd better look about, 
' For the matron'11 git you 

Ef you 
Don't 

Watch 
OutiX 

1 - Ibid,1899, p. 136. 2 - Ibid. 1899, p. 137 - 138. 
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The evasions were considered, so universal, however, that it was an event duly 

recorded in the Halcyon's Calendar, on January 14, 1898, when "a meal ticket was fouM 

1 

Ln the "box." Miss Eves's retirement in 1898 was also accounted for as follows: "Dear 

!*riend, - - - but the real reason for my leaving Swarthmore was those new meal rules. I 

rasted more energy and breath in a month trying to get money out of the visitors and Alumni 

'or their meals than toy constitution would allow. But now I am at leisure, and shall be 

lappy to see thee at any time. Sincerely thine, Mary Eves." 

The food served in Swarthmore*s dining room, as in every college or other dining 

•oom where young people have tried to appease their appetites, was a subject of perennial 

Lerision. Some epicures, it was said, could find suitable nourishment only in the omni-
far 2 

•resent molasses and bread; but this harmless but^ meagre diet proved fatal to them: 

('There was an old student, or so it is said, 

Who lived upon nothing but syrup and bread; 

"Syrup and bread were the whole of his diet 

•And now that old student's eternally quiet.** 

"Menus"at the "Hotel de Swarthmore", supposed to reveal the status of the meals, 
3 

iften appeared in the Halcyon: Soups, fish, roasts, game (dominoes, croquet, tennis, lame 

.uck, goosey gander), tongue, bread (well, stale, ill), entrees (dark, cold,rain water), 

legetables (hard corn, acorn, turn-up nose, dead beet), pastry (mucilage, glue, satin gloss 

starch), cold dishes, desserts (yeast cake, soap cake, hoe cake', slip and go down, cold 

sream), fruits and nuts (doughnuts, mock oranges^ horse chestnuts, green persimmons), amA-

Adam's ale, hot water, Crum Creek), and many other facetious delicacies were used 

is^arts
B

Cr3 slings against the housekeeper and cooks. Hatchets were to be permitted at 
.inner in the evening^ to be used on the beefsteak; hash, of course, servegj as the piece de 

•^sistance at table and in verse; and "So Qure Swarthmore Choppes", a Chaucerian stanza^j*
4

' 

, - Ibid. 1900. p. 132. 
!

 - Ibid.1898. p. 132. 

' - Ibid.1891. p . 127; 1896, p . 114; 1899, p . 129. 

3Ut 
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dedicated: 

'Oh, choppes^ of ye sclendre luncheon tymej 
'Of ye, forsooth, shul nouthe he min rym. 
'Our circumstances "ben in thise gyse, 
Lyk friendly Geffry Chaucer yaw devyse. K

 Bepleccioun ne made hir nevere syk, 1

 Attempree dyete was al hir phi syk. ̂  
So, litel pigges, graunt us now this hoon, 
'Sin that ye knowen ouxe condicioun; 
"Hat to gete so tuff and run ahoute, 
'But rest a whyle, to geten verray stout. 1

 And this I pray unto your curtesye, 
' Beth tendre agayn, or elles mot we dye.'N 

Even such occasional delicacies as panned oysters were satirized^^he label, Ho 

Heplenishing, is unnecessary on the panned oysters for Thursday lunch, for one apiece is 

a great sufficiency. Oyster soup, 99^ H».0, one oyster pr. qt., accompanied by grape 

* 
shot crackers are to be had on certain established days, with the unchanging regularity of 

& 
the heavenly bodies. The ode of a biological student, "To an Oyster", apostrophizes the 

"most reserved of marine Lamellibranchs:" *Tuou who in this tureen reposest solitary, 

"Like the VHrgilian ship, iii gurgite vastpy 

and in sonorous scientific jargoon recognizes in it a primordial kinship to his own ances-

7) 

tor, acknowledges "a strange affinity, a violent attraction quite inexplicable, and bids tt 

"come, most worthy bivalve, to cultivate a more intimate relationship." 

Adding insult to injury, the menu was supposed to be weighted with literary gems 
£ 

between the courses, such as: Do we eat to live or live to eat? Woulds't thou both eat 

thy cake and have it? Drink down all unkindness. Now good digestion wait on appetite, 

ana health on both. Serenely full, the epicure would say: Pate cannot harm me, I have 

dined today. But, on the contrary, it would sometimes be claimed that the reason for fail-

ures in examinations was "indigestion after our hearty lunch." 

The rigors of the menu, it was claimed, were mitigated on^e a month when the "board 

of managers met and lunched at the college. A "Calendar" records: "12 Mo 7th £l897jMeeting 
1

 - Ibid. 1896, p. l O O r / f a l ^ u ^ . 
3 - Ibid. i001» 146, 
5 - ficiilcisroa., 1890. py-tga^ 

2

 - Ihid - 1398, p. 180%/ lfC.4. ) o f 
4 - Ibid, 100Ci p. 1 U » 



The Dining Boom ^ 
_ 8 - 5" < 

1 

Soard of Managers. Hot rolls for lunch;" and a versifier inquires! 

*01>, tell me why, on Managers' day -

^In an old Quaker college, staid and gray, 

*Where everything new is judged indiscreet -

*They give us civilized things to eat?"
1

^ 

Beyond "Managers' Day", the students looked forward to a happier future which 

should "bring them the fat of the land. A Halcyon artist thus depicted "The Real and the 
2 3 

ideal"; and a poet sings of that roseate future: 

/•OhJ with honey and wine KEpicvirj^'own son 

/And with everything fine /Axe we now, every one, 

fIs our table e'er spread; /(As we sit down to dine 

/'And we truly are fed /At this board superfine. 

/With the dainties most sweet /I'm glad iti so here, 

/That each season we meet. /Aren't yo&? aren't you?** 

• - Ibid. 1898, p. 106. 
2 - Ibid. 1894, p. 126. 5

 - Ibid. 1899, p . 129. 
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SATI'lTS CLUBS 

To eke out their frugal college meals, and in the futile hope of entirely 

appeasing their health;/ young appetites, many of the students organized or joined a 

variety of eating clubs. The long series began (in so far as advertised) in 1883, when 

"The Hungry Fifteen" organized a "Sophomore Cooking Club", with such officials as commander 

in chief of the batter, buckwheat annihilator, chefs de culinaire and auxiliaire, with 

fifteen degustateurs and such passwords as: Uach auf hurtig, Frex koramt; hash-she-ion 

(Hebrew), bene fac et non time. 

A senior eating society, "The Cauldron Club", and "The Jolly Junior Jelly Jug-

glers" appeared in 1391. These had as officials, the keeper of the great appetite, advo-

cate of table etiquette and fair play, chaplain and wearer of the long gown, unconscious 

contributor of supplies, etc.; but they were of brief duration. Other temporary clubs ^ 

were: The Sugar Trust (1890-92); 3ta Pie (with the yell: "Lerno and crackers, Ice Creara in ) 

JU 3 

bricks, Sugar for three, one four one six"); Y
e

 Eaatflippe 13.ubbe (a girls' club, with the ^ ^ ^ 

object of drinking catnip tea and talking of the neighbors); The Upper Ten-and-a-IIalf 

(with such members as the ice-pitcher, the cacMer.^eawfc" blusher, the curls, the beautiful, 

'ooei&o» the half); Dopeleven (with a cook and boar's head as emblem); Chi Theta (with a 

chicken house, thief, dark lantern and captured chicken, as coat of arras); Paresis Club 

(the membership consisting of supreme keeper of the stein, chief bung inspector, iaiight of 

the spigot, D.T.'s, and silent members-in speech only); -suaet-D.G.S. (with initials only 

given, but alluring table spread) ; { ^L ^A XC -V
 ?

f <} • 

/ 0 ^ 

Of perennial popularity, were: The Big Ten Sating Club (founded in 1889, and 

supplied at one time with a wigwam, war-whoop, war-paint, council-fire, and warriors with 

far western name s^ find supplied always with ample buffalo meat, or its equivalent); Knights 

of the Freezer (founded in 1391, with the motto Live to Sat, and with an ice-cream freezer A 

and cook-stove with boiling po+fs, ana a skull, cross-bones and serpents overhead as*V%word 

of Damocles* or a memento mori) ; and Ten Hungry Devils (with ten satanic heads focussed 



tiding Gjrafe^-

m a steaming pot: "Oar various cares in one great point combine 

"The business of our lives, that is - to dine.A 

"Dire was the clang of plates, of knife and fork, 

"That mere'less fell like tomahawks to work." 

Before the borough of Swarthmore was amply equipped with eating-houses, "Dame 

looke's in ye lyttel tojpne of Media" appeased the excess appetites of Swarthmore's hungry 

tudents. 



Although the founders of the college were liberal enough in their attitude 

xds music as to condemn only what they considered its abuse and not its use toto. 

traditional Quaker suspicion of and hostility to it, added to its distraction and 

s on the premises. This rule applied even to the rooms of those instructors who lived 

arrish Hall, and was an especial grievance to such musical members of the faculty as 

essor Hoadley, who had a fine "baritone voice and who desired to have his children 

tise their piano lessons. 

There was one noteworthy exception to the rule, and that was in favor of the 

k Jubilee Singers", who had the double claim upon the Quaker college of representing 

freedmen, for whom the Friends had done so much, and of not being obliged to rely upon 

r "instrumental" music than that of their own voices. The first account we have of a 

t from them to the college comes from a letter written by a freshman girl to her 

er under date of April 4, 1880. This letter was as follows; "Last night I had the 

; - isn't that well for Swarthmore? 

"In Collection,yesterday morning, President Magill began to speak of the freed 

oes, and of Fisk University, which they had established in Nashville, Tennessee. We 

dn't imagine what was coming; thought he wanted to take up a collection, or something 

hat kindj Then he began to speak of the band of singers that had gone out from there 

arn money for the University, travelled through nearly all of Europe, been patronized 

11 the 'great folks', more than doubled the $30,000 they started out to get, and built 

ilee Hall', at Nashville. 

"The President at last said that Isaac Clothier had given a present to the 

It is given herewith by kind permission of its author, Alice W. Jackson, of the 
Class of 1883. 

se" within college walls, were sufficiently 

1 

test treat I evejf had in my lifei The Jubilee Singers were out here and gave a con-
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College of a concert "by these Jubilee Singers, and they were to be here that evening. -

The President couldn't make himself heard in that room for a few momentsl You know 

0 

applause is never allowed here, but the President said that last evening would be an 

exception. He said: 'Boys, you may clap just as much as ever you've a mind to, until I 

hold up ray hand to stop you; - but I won't do it in a hurry.' 

"Imagine the state of excitement every one was in all day! They came in 

the 6.30 train. The President's carriage went down to meet them. A splendid supper was 

prepared for them. They were brought into the parlor where we all were, and shown every 

possible attention. 

"The concert began at eight, and lasted until ten. There is no use trying to 

describe it; if you only could have heard iti Think of the most beautiful thing you can, 

and then make it ten times more beautiful, and indescribably pathetic, and you will have 

some idea of what the songs were like. These singers have all been slaves, and it is the 

realest singing tha^f ever was. 

"You ought to hear them sing 'Roll, Jordan, roll.' The leader of the company, 

"U» 

F. G-. Lo^din, has a voice like a bass drum. It seems to have no end, but fills the house 

and sounds above all the rest. 

"This gentleman is tall and fine-looking. 

"At the end, he made a speech, and talked like a well-educated man; indeed, he 

was eloquent, though I don't think he inew it. He said he was glad that they had been the 

ones to christen Swarthmore College with song, and hoped the example would be followed.- I 

hope it will. 

"Such applause, after every piece J And the President clapped as hard as any 

one. But the longest round was for Isaac Clothier; - isn't he a splendid man? Nearly all 

the Managers were here; in fact, it was quite a lively time!" 

The Class of 1884, in its junior year, inspired by such vocal treats, or, as 

they said themselves, "being of a decidedly musical turn", desired in their sophomore year 
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"to perform the latest operatic music on the usual Friday ("public
1

] evenings. "Alasi 

they exclaim, "just as we aspired to this blessed privilege, it was found highly objection-
1 

able by the Faculty." 

During the half-dozen years following this musical premiere, there were 

sporadic, but unsuccessful attempts to organize orchestras -unauthorized by the powers that 

were. One of these attempts was described in The Halcyon, under the title of "The 
2 

Orchestra", as follows: "We understand that a diabolical scheme is being hatched to start 

an orchestra here at Swarthmore. While sincerely hoping that nothing of the kind will be 

attempted, we wish to take up our pen in condemnation of the proposed plan; and feel that 

our words of warning will be more likely to be heeded if we describe the terrible train of 

evils that followed in the wake of the last organization of the kind. This orchestra met 

just across the hall from the Halcyon sanctum, and hence we consider ourselves competent 

to speak in regard to it if any one is. As nearly as we could judge, it was composed of two 

kettle-drums, three bass-drums, one dinner-gong, two fire-bells, one alarm-clock, one 

saw-mill, two horse-fiddles, three fog-horns, forte pianos, sixteen hand-organs and twelve 

sewing-machines. The performance began one half-holiday, at two P.M., and lasted until 

five, at which time all the survivors in the neighborhood were given a short intermission 

to consult an auricular physican. 

"This orchestra was at its best when playing some Wagnerian opera. The music 

brought tears to the ejes of all who heard it; while several times the listeners attempted 

to break the doors down, so as to stop it before their emotions overpowered them. The 

music began with one wild, blood-curdling, ear-splitting whoop from the fog-horns and 

horse-fiddles. Then the buzz-saw and sewing-machines were started, while the chief engineer 

yanked the whistle, and the fireman opened the throttle and put on more coal, until our hair 

stood on end, and we were limp and faint; As the orchestra got warmed up to its work, 

1~- The Halcyon. 1884. p. 40. 
2 - gfao^tolcyea^iy 1887 (published in 1886, pp. 73 - 74. 
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a. 
the scene beggard description* An earthquake, tornado, and cyclone all going at once 

A

 V 

would he silent as the grajfe compared to the appalling and -unearthly noises which it 

produced. The chandeliers in our sanctum "broke, pens wept, blotters wiped their eyes, 

windows rattled, the ceiling cracked, the walls swayed and tottered, our dog put his tail 

between his legs and ran howling away; while we, who had read unnerved a whole column from 

Punch, were obliged to blow our nose and wipe the moisture from the corners of our eyes. 

This was the first and only meeting of the orchestra, as the faculty reversed its policy 

and summoned them before its Assembly to show cause why they should not be suspended." 

There was freedom, however, for the musical exercise,of the human voice, and 

a Glee Club was formed in the early eighties composed exclusively of males. In 1882, "the 
1 

voices of our present club", we are informed, "are not divided according to the usual way 

of first and second tenors, and first and second basses, but are divided into tenors, 

baritones, and basses. As it was impossible to get a double quartette, this division was 

necessary." 

At the same time, the class made the following appeal for a "co-educational" 

glee clu^s "As Swarthmore is a Co-educational College, its Glee Club should, unquestionably, 

be composed of both male and female voices. Thus far, all efforts in this direction have 

failed; but, as the feeling in regard to it is changing, we hope that those concerned will 

take heart and try again, and that the day is not far distant when their efforts will be 

crowned with success." 

A glee club having been partially developed, the need was felt for a collection 

of Swarthmore songs. In the spring of 1882, a permanent committee of all four classes was 

appointed; but as this committee accomplished nothing except to "create ill feeling", 

another committee representative of all the classes was agreed upon to be elected at the 
2 

beginning of each college year. "Ill feeling" apparently persisted, for the collection 1 - Ibid. 1884, p. 73. 
2 - Ibid. 1884, pp. 104 - 5. 



' college songs did not materialize, and musicel efforts continued on a class basis. The 

ophomore Nightingales", tor example, were functioning in 1886-87, and were satirized 

1 r

 a cartoon in the juniors' Halcyon of that year. The fraternities, too, organized 

; times t h i ^ separate quartettes, two for men (Kappa Sigma and Phi Kappa Psi) and one 
2 

ir women (Kappa Alpha Theta). 

But under the leadership of Professor Hoadley, soon after his arrival in 1888, 

glee club representing all the classes and including both girls and boys was organized. 

ie Halcyon of 1390 reported this event with enthusiasm as an important occurrence of the 

>ar, and stated that "the Club is actively engaged in teaching the young songsters how to 
3 

i-rble, that they may have no lack of melodious entertainments next year." 

Fg.SO .«£ !D1il Hali,yuji
1

, 1001, p. 0 0 L Both male and female glee clubs, as well as the mixed 
4

 J 

illege one, continued, hov/ever; and the class of 1893, responding to a growing demand, 

is responsible (in 1891-92) for the first collection of Swarthmore Songs. Their editors 

plained that the productions of previous Song Committees had reached only manuscript form, 

id that very few of them had been preserved and handed down to succeeding classes. They 
5 

'fered the following apologia for their own printed collection:"^"Healizing that as our 

>llege grows older, Swarthmore, as well as her sister institutions of maturer years and 

•eater numbers, should have a collection of songs peculiar to itself, The Halcyon -presents 

> its readers the limited number it has been successful in obtaining, not expecting that 

ley will be used as a book of college songs, but with the hope that they will be an incen-

Lve to our students and Alumni to compose new ones, and that they may form a nucleus 

round which a collection worthy of our beloved Alma Mater may soon be gathered." 

- Ibid, 1888,, p. 75. 

- Tbn HtilrfjWSy.1893. ££ 132, . ... j <71 

- Ibid. 1890, £p. 74 - ^ O C j U q ^ ^ V . y ^ J 
- Cf. The Halcyon. 1892f p. 85-86; 1893J p. 131; 1895; p . 77 [Cartoons'}; 139SJ p. 63jPhotqJ 

1897; p|i. 79-80; 1808J p. 80(Photo}; 1902; p.113; 1903J p.l2l(PhotoJ. 
- S M Halcyon. 1893, p. 202. 
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Among this first collection were several which "became perennial faborites, 

such as "The Garnet of Swarthmore", "Drink her Down", "The Supe", "Foxy George". There 
31 

»ere sifltesn songs printed in the collection, and half of them were provided with written 
1 

scores* This notable contribution to collective college life was imitated by the Class 

of 1898; but its effort was greeted, of course, by the juniors (rivals of 1898) with 
2 

ierision. "They tried to singj", exclaims the Halcyon scribe; "Published a glee bookl 

rhe result is that about three people go into the parlor on Wednesday night to s^ng College 

songs, and poor Mrs. Bond is in despair for fear 'the dear old custom' will be forever 

abandoned. Nobody seems to see that it is because the '98* s have sprung a glee book on 

the College without any glee in it." 

To train a successful glee fclub, an instrumental accompanist was deemed neces-

sary, and the authorities went so far as to permit, not only a mixed glee club, but also a 

piano. It was a gala day at the college when its first piano was installed, in the autumn 

3f 1888, nearly twenty years after its doors were qpenedj The "instrument" was admitted with 

the strict proviso that it should be confined to the rooms occupied by Professor Hoadley and 

lis family in Parrish Hall. It was still regarded, the students affirmed, "a modern ignis 

ratuus. often considered very dangerous to morals and colleges." When, in the b j ^ /fltf£>}*/• 

Lt was proposed (and permitted) to move the piano to "Collection Hall" for accompanying a 

rublic rendition of "Songs of Nature" by the college girls, the "old-timers" were greatly 

perturbed and feared that their departed comrades (especially Samuel Willets, the first 

resident of the Board of Managers) would "turn over in their graves." 

Finally, in 1895 (October 19), two pianos were presented to the college, and 
4 

fere hailed as "welcome as the flowers in May"4 A Halcyon poet (or poetess) greeted them 

. - IbidriiiiTpp"."203 - 214. — — -

5 - I "bid. 1899, p. 23. 1 
5 " Maleivea* 1891. p. 130. 
:

 - . Haiaroa. 1897, pp. 105, 124. 



he following verse: 

"The nineteenth of October, ninety-fivej 

The most wonderful day of the year it seemed; 

A day when 'twas good to he alive, 

For something then happened of which we'd ne'er dreamed. 

S 

What could there "be happ'ting to cause such a noi^e, 

To cover our faces all over with smiles, 

To bring prolonged yells and shouts from the boys 

That really they might have been heard for some miles. 

There stood at the door of our college, so dear, 

A cart, not at ail an unusual thing, 

But something there was in the cart, it is clear, 

That made with our shouting the college halls ring. 

Pianos for Swarthmore, it never could bej 

Yes, really, in truth, I assure you, my friends, 

It was they that then caused the loud jubilee; 

'Tis upon them that now so much pleasure depends. 

Then to all those who kindly gave us such delight, 

We would give hearty thanks, and would wish they might know 

That we feel their great kindness we ne'er can requite, 

N 
And shall liever forget what to them we now owe. " 

A 

Hot yet, however, were the pianos to be used ad lib. The more accessible one 
1 

kept carefully guarded, and called forth the following "Want Ad" in The Halcyon: 

Ibid, 1897, p „ 131. 



"Key wantedj Key wantedj 

"The piano in the parlor silent sits. 

"Key wantedj Key wantedj 

"Miss Eves is watching there and grimly knits. 

"And social hour's most gone 

"Before the Dean comes on: 

"Cries are heard - Key wantedj" 

The worst fears of the conservatives regarding the advent of the piano were 

iartially realized; for it heralded the "blossoming forth of instrumental clubs and orchestras 

if varied kinds; and it was not long( ) "before a pieno was permanently installed in 

Collection Hall" and used for the accompaniment of hymn-singing in the morning assembly, 

n well as for innumerable concerts and musicales. 

1 
Such organizations as the "Banjo and G-uitar Combination" and "Fortissimo", 

2 3 4 
'Mandolin, Guitar and Banjo Club", "Orchestra", "Musicel Association", and separate 

5 

lanjo and Mandolin clubs for both boys and girls multiplied and flourished - usually as 

rnnuals. Perhaps it was the pretended ridicule of their non-musical college mates which 

;aused most of them to be of only ephemeral existence. This criticism was expressed in both 
6 

;artoon and verse in the junior year-book; for example: 

"Last year we gathered it the din 
"Caused by a new brought mandolin. 
"This year there cometh on the scene 
"The short and stumpy octarene 
"Mayhap nextyear old Swarthmore's band 
"Will grind an organ for the hand. 
"Ye godsj preserve us from this fate: 
"To mend, it never is too late." 

- 188S, p . 72, 8l{ftastoonqfr. 
2 - Halavoa-. 1892, p. 84<fMa©i«|. 
3 - Ibid. 1893, p. 1 3 4 1 9 0 2 , p . 114. 
* - I*>ld. 1901pnJOEgL903, p . 123; 1902, p. 112. 

5 - Ibid. 1893. pp. 127-8 ̂ffetrtej; 1894, p . 82^1io»e], 1895, p . 76jf>hoto]>; 1896, p.63; 1897,p.76 
P # 7 9

 '
 1 8 9 9

» P . 7 8 5 « » W | ; 1900, p.98j£k<H^ 1901, pp.108-110 

3 - Ibid, 1895, p. 121. 

A 
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By 1893, not only were the musical clubs entertaining the college, but in that 
1 

rear the banjo club "performed at Concerts" given in Media and West Chester; and in 

.394-95, the mandolin club had "engagements away from College" in Union Hall (Sw&rthmor^, 

hitledge, Media, and on two occasions in distant Philadelphia. 

Thus was another prophecy of the conservative Cassandras realized; but their 

rorst dread of all^dancing in Parrish Hall, did not materialize until the Nineteenth Cenfrury 

ras dead and buried. It is true that, as early as 1383, the Halcyon editors expressed "A 
3 

'ruel Vision" in the following stanzas: 

"Dancing, tripping, round we go 
On the light, fantastic toe, 
Shyly droop her eyelids low -
Passing winds her tresses blow. -

"Waltzing, whirling, in a maze -
All my senses in a dazej 
Soft I whisper words of praise -
Ah, her cute, coquettish ways. 

"Hearts beat time to rhythmic measure, 
Ah, there never was such pleasure! 
Winsome maid, with eyes of azure, 
She is sure my heart•s dear treasure. 

"On a sudden all is stillj 
Where is then that music's trills? 
Silvery voice of dainty Lill? -
All is silent, all is still! 

"It was but a vision sweet, -
For at Swarthmdre 'tis not meet, 
We should e'er with tripping feet, 
Tread the mystic mazes fleet." 

4 
The Class of 1891 was also "looking forward" to the day, 

"When the supper is completed, 

"In the parlor then we go, 

"With song and dance and laughing glee: 

"For you must know we dance, I trow." 

- Ibid. 1894, p. 82. 2 - Ibid. 1895, p . 76. 
:

 - Ibid. 1890, p . 42. 4 - Ibid. 1891, p. 126. 
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Music, as a part of the college curriculum was successfully resisted throughout 

le first generation; hut the students "began to dream of it as early as 1889. The 

1 
ijcyon dreamer of that year records? 

11

 - - - When suddenly I am awakened 

'Tor music on the air now rings. 

"This reminds me that a lesson 

"In my music I must take; 

"So I turn me back to college, 

"And the shade of oaks forsake." 

~ " fehc old biigplcltm uf
 11

 Luu mm,h 

ideals of a college education in the Twentieth 

«. second genmallun latei) ma&te music a part of - i W 

irg ionium. 

4-H\-



WILLIAM I. HULL 

? ! 

HISTORY OF 
SWARTHMORE 

C O L L E G E 

V O L . 2 


